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The Hifiory of Thebes." 

H AT kind of commonwealth the tliebans DmMrasU 
chofe to cftablifli immediately after the death i^'v#r»- 
of dieirlaft king Xanthus, whether an arifto- "iZlmT 



cracy or democracy, doth ^ot appear from any records 
we have. This only we kn0W| that, in procefs of time^ 
when Thebes was become one of the leading ftates, and, 
in her tuniy claiihed the fovereignty of Greece, its go-i 
Yernment was in i!he natare of a democracy. The The- 
bans, notwithftanding their great antiquity, their foreign 
and domeftic wars, and the dreadful fiege which their 
capital fuftained,eyen before the celebrated fiege of Troy, 
and their brave defence againft the Epigoni, bad made 
but flow progrefs in martial difcipUne and exploits, or in 
the improvement of their government, laws, and com-^ 
merce. Thev were looked upon as a flothful ftupid peo« 
pie, for a confiderablc time^ and might* in all likelihood^ 
Vol. VI. B have 
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Kavc continued contemptible, had it not been for tfieii* 
xvtfo great genexals Felopidag and Epaminondavwbo raiCed 
them to a furprifing pitch of power and reputation, from 
which they funk again almoft immediately after the death 
of thofc illuftrious contemj5oraries. But ftupidity was not 
their only defedt, nor the fole obftacle ta their advance-* 
Thir cha- ment in glrfj^ AiA fame £* th^y . were reniarkable fer 
ra^Sfr. bafenefe and tf e^cjuery, pf w Jich they gave maiiyinfti^nces, 
^fp^cially^Tn thSr betraying'th'e 'common caufe of Greece, 
and going over to Xerxes, king of Perfia * j an inftance 
of treachery which -difgi^acdif tneiti 'fo much the more, 
as they had been the firft that were corrupted, and afted 
in favour Of ,tjife.fidhjbariails,. x^ith'tbe moft p^rfijicius.^i^aly 
for which they had reafon to fear the refentment of their 
,iacenfedvaei.ghbQurs the Athenians, whofe-po w er a n d re-* 
nown incrcafed every day. 

The Thebans twcrc acctrtd Wly: in ijo fmall dread of* 

them ; and,^ being in no capacity' to defend themfelves 

-ogaidft^fopiswerfuri politic,' a'^jd^tttctnfed an.£aiemy,*:they 

.found fta bette^ expesdieHfett waifd otfthe\blow5L^$^n to 

jfppfy to feek ths Irj^ejii&fhip and protw:iprt^*Qf the LacedsBmonians^ 

M^ Spar^ ^^^^ v^jI jlCjtrbS^t " of tteit 'iitU,ation, vi^re a itttfthlfefsdan- 

-g^rdtis drtfelnVi ^^I^efe, at tliis ^li^, though <Jofttfary to 

jtheir 'Ufiid.*;^^j^^tyj. read^lj^ granted their . r^que%.l]^eing 

^hen more; ipijl^n^d. to. forgive the partifans of the king of 

Terlia^ tfiah Yo Tnffeir the enemies of the Atheh?ans to fall 

under their refentment. Thi.s tinexpefted gene/ofitf 

failed not to make aii impreffio# on the Thebans, who, 

for a time, cxprefled an uncojoamon gratitude to their pro- 

teftors ; infomuch, that duringthe whole Peloponnefian war, 

^arta had ^ot ^ Mov^ fritbfttJ friend aid ally; Thus prd- 

tedjBd, they xtot 4»ly recoyeirefl the government ofJEkcotia, 

^fwbigbtb^y had been depHved on accoua^t. of tfieirde- 

.(oOhn, but fXibetes was reftored to its anoicot'Iuftre^ and 

^b^^^ agaiin the capital of that commonwealth,, and: one 

©f th^ fids cities: m Greece. . The .Thebans,. hy, this' time, 

Ihowete;':,:were grown fo .po3i»terful and headftrong, that 

they iveflffed to accede to. the peace of Aritalcida«i being, 

»3 they 5ill(^ge(i,: fully refoh'cda^aiiift giving up their ju- 

jrifdifti^iyv^ahc towns in Bloeotb.: but they wcrc^ with 

^o fmaU di€icuky, ovei>awedand forced Into it by the reft 

of thepartiesw : . •" . 

Sparta 'efpecially, a profieiTcd and conftant enemy to 
^pulnr fa^ton^ uiukrtookjto change the form of the The* 

! . ...... 

a Vide^I^ei^ot. lib. vii. ^ i«qq* J^enp^t Hid. Gnec. iib. vii. 
^ . -baflt 
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The Hiftory of Thehes. ^ 

hdtti government. Having feized upon tl^ir citadd) which 

had been betrayed to their general Phcebidas by Leon* 

tiades, then one of the two polemarchs or governors of 

Thei3res> in the Spartan int^reft^ they were brought under 

the yoke. We fliall not repeat here what hath been faid ^^* **f ^^ 

concerning the wars which the Lacedaemonians brought ^ J^^'Aj 

upon themfelves on account of thcfe arbitrary proceed* ^^^ 

ings, nor the (ignal defeat which that people and the ,<. . ■ 

Theban6 received under the brave Athenian general My* Rurieve 
ronides V but pafs on to that remarkable adtion, by, which itandthtit 
they recovered their citadel, four years after it had been ''^^''^^^ 
taken from them, and with it their ancient liberty* 

The Spartans, whb wer€ then very powerful, lay in a 
kind of indolent fecurity, never fufpe£king that the The* 
baii6> whom they had fo lately humbled, would be fo foon 
in acdridittdntp make head againft them, much lefs that 
they wetetheti carrying on a correfpondence for this pur- 
pdfe with their moft confiderable exiles at Athens, and 
conicerting meafures aftifong them, by the means and con^ 
trivance of PhylHdas, fecretary to the Theban governors. * 
The tonfpirators had already got a competent number of 
exiles into the city, to whom • Charoa, a perfon of the 
firft rank^ had offered his houfe for their recieption* Thele Exiles en* 
had fet out from Athens, and fent twelve of the moft re* ^f^P^^^^' 
fdute and aftive among them to enter, while the reft lay ^A«^«- 
concealed at fome diftance froitt if, '^l^aiti'ng the event* ^''"' 
Pdopidas was one * of the firft whd offered himfelf to 
condoflthem into the city. This extraordinary youth 
had been a great promoter of the eriterprize; and the 
fliare he bore in it; gave the reft a ftifficient earneft of the 
great fervices his country might expeft One day from him* 
His illuftrious birth, large eftate, and extraordinary genero* 
fity, joined to his other excellent talents, had already raifed 
his credit to fuch a height, not only at Thebes, but 
among other ftates, that Jafon, the tyrant of ThefTaly, 
did not think himfelf above taking a. journey to that mcr 
tropolis, to engage him and Epaminondas in his intereft; 
and, by their meatts, he procured an alliance with the 
Theban republic. Pelopidas, who by this time had, in 
all likelihood, made fome progrefs in the noble project 
of freeing his country, readily accepted of this offered 
alliance, though with ah ufurper, and a tyrant, and foon 
after retired to Athensy to confult with the Theban exiles. 
The next perfon, in this confederacy^ was Melon,* an- 
other confiderable Theban, who is faid to have projected 

' B 2 the 
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the dedgn with him, and the manner of putting it in eifr^ 
cution, which was as follows. 

They, with ten other aflbciates, drcfled themfelves lik« • 
peafants, and rambled about the fields with their poled 
and dogs, as if in fearch of game ; by which means they 
i cafily entered the city unfufpefted, and went immediately 
to Charon's houfe, which was their rendezvous, where 
they were foon after joined by thirty-fix more of their con* 
federates. Here it was concerted, that Phyllidas (liouldy 
on that very day, give a grand entertainment to bis two 
mailers Archias and Philip, the* Spartan governors, and he 
engaged to provide fome of the fineft women in the town 
to render the banquet more agreeable* Things were thus 
* fettled among them, when, in the dead of the nightj aU 

officer knocked vehemently at the door, and told Charoxi 
he muft come immediately to Archias the governor : upon 
this alarm they wef e all feized with dread, imagining th^tt 
their plot was difcove red, and that, they were going to be 
apprehended. Charon, having bid the officer tell Archias 
that he was coming, went to his aflbciates, and encou- 
raged the raoft fearful not to (brink from their glorious dc-*> 
Cgn through ill-grounded fears; at the fame linie, to 
aflure them of his fidelity, he fetched his young fon, then 
in the cradle, out of his wife's chamber, and left it with, 
them, as the beft hoftage he could give of his honour. 
At the governor's houfe, he behaved with fuch cp^mnefs 
and intrepidity, and fatisfied him fo well about thofe 
ftrangers who were at his houfe, promifing to fearch their 
defigns to the bottom, and to difcover them, if they were 
of a dangerous nature j that he was difcharged, and> re^- 
turned home. As there was now no time to be loft, the 
aflbciates immediately divided themfelves into two bandsj 
one of which, led by Charon and Melon, was to fall upon 
Archias,' and his company. Thefe, drefled in women's 
apparel to cover their armour, with crowns of pine and 
•poplar on their heads, to fhade their faces, as foon as the 
^uefts were well heated with wine, entered the room, 
;and immediately ftabbed the two governors, with fuch 
others of their company as was pointed out to them by 
Oovirnors Phyllidas (A). At the fame time the other band, headed 
>^^"'' . . by ^ 

• (A) An account of the whole governor, told him, that it 
confpiracy had been fcnt to. eontained matters of the grcateft 
Afctiias by an cxpiefs from confequence both to him and 
Athens; and the courier, at the Spartan ftate, But Ar. 
the delivery of the letter to the chias, beilig then in the height 

of 
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lirjr Pelppidas and Damoclides, attacked Leontiades the 
UzitoTy who had betrdjred the Cadmean citadel tp the 
Jjacedsemonian general^ and who was then in his bed* 
Thefe rufhing into the houfe by furprize, Leontiades 
leaped out, and taking his fword^ received them at hi$ 
chamber-door, where he killed the firft man that at-*^ 
tempted to enter. This was the brave Cephifodorus r but 
Felopidas, following clofe after hin»> encountered the 
traitor, and, after a long and obftiriate coniii£t» laid him 
dead at his feet. From thence they went in purfuit of 
Hypates, who was his friend and neighbour, and in th^ < 
Spartan intereft, and difpatched him likewife : having 
foon after joined the other band, they fent an exprefs 
to haften the reft of the exiles^ whom they had left in 
Attica. 

By this time, the whole city was in the iltmoft confu- 
fion ; and though the houfes were illuminated, the inha- 
]»itants ran up and down the flreets in a diftrafted man- 
ner, waiting impatiently for day-light, that they might 
diftinguifh their friends from their foes, and determine 
what courfe to take. At break of day, the exiles, that 
waited without, were let in, and appeared in arms, with 
Demophoon at their head, to whom Felopidas had fent 
an exprefs, acquainting him witb what had been done^ 
and defiring him to march immediately into the city \ for 
they had ftill great caufe to apprehend, notwithftanding 
ttieir fuccefs, left the garrifon of the citadel, which con- 
iift^d of above fifteen hundred Lacedaemonians, fhould 
have fallied out, and cut them all to pieces ; but, in all 
probability, the alarm had fpread itfelf to that fortrefs, 
and that they fufpe£led the ftrength of the Theban aflb- 
ciates to be much greater than it was. However, whilft Epamtmrn^ 
the confufion reigned in the city, Epaminondas, who had ^^' ^^^' 
pll then declined to join in the aciion, as being too bloody *"' '"w*'^* 
and violent, and in which too much innocent blood wa$ 
like to be (hed with the guilty, now appeared publicly in 
defence of it, but chiefly to put a ftop to all further maf- 
facre, and to difpel the fears of the Thebans. He was 
accompanied by a croud of the beft citizens and priefts, 
the latter bearing garlands and crowns in their hands; 
and aflured the affrighted people, that no blood had or 
Ihould be fpilt, but thatoi jheir tyranta and oppreiTors. 

of jollity, Idd it by unopened, which exprefficn became pro» 
^iid anfwered him, with a vCijbiaU 
(mile, ** Bufinefs to*niorn>w j" 
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FehpUas .-^t the fame time^ Pelopidas appeared at the beat} of his 

proclaims party, encpmpaffed likewife by priefts with garlands i 

^t^^tTA^^ s^nd, having joined Epaminondas, immediately called a 

bans '' general afl^mbly of the Thebans, when he proclaimed li«* 

berty^to them, and exhorted them^ in the ftrongcft terms^ 

to fight for their gods, and their country. Nothing was 

now heard but loud acclamations of liberty from all parts 

Is pro- of the city: Pelopidas was unanimoufly proclaimed the 

'^'.**^ preferver of Thebes, and charged with the management 

iiverer'and ^^ *^^ ^^^ ^® '^^ declared againft Sparta. 

gimraU Pelopidas then acquainted his countrymen with all that 

had been doae on the preceding night ; and, at the fame 

time, took that occafion to fend Phyllidas to all the gaoh 

in the city, to releafe thofe brave Thebans wbom the 

tyraijnic Spartans kept in fetters. A great number of 

them, being thus reftored to liberty, defired only to have 

arms given them, and to be allowed to fight for their 

country. He proceeded next to acquaint them, that the 

moft difficult part was flill behind \ viz. the wrefting the 

citadel out of the hands of the Jjacedaemohians, which 

was, befides its natural ftrength, defended by fifteen hun*< 

dred i^ien, with a great number of citizens and otherSft 

who had fled thither for proteftion, declaring themfelvea 

on the Spartan fide* This would have proved a very dif^ 

iicult talk, if not altogether impra£licab]e, had not the 

Athenians, early next morning, fent the Theban general 

five thoufand foot, and two thoufand horfe ; wliich were 

reinforced by feveral other bodies o£ troops, from dif-» 

ferent cities of Bceotia, to the number of about fcven 

thoufand. . With thefe Pelopidas befieged the place in 

The (iiadil f^j.^^ , ^^^ though it held out feveral days, furrendered 

tegatne . ^^ Jength for want of provifions. 

Ti/ n/ain Their fuc/refs fo exafperated the. Lacedaemonians, that 
4#art/ •/ they fent their king Cleombrotus, in the depth of wiiiterj 
Lsj/^*^" ^^^^ Bceotia* to recover, if poffible, their ufurped domi.* 
Iiions ; but the feafon not permitting him to perform any 
other exploit, 'than the defeating of a few ftraggling par* 
ties, he returned to Sparta, leaving the farther profecu-* 
tion of his defign to Sphodrias, who then commanded in 
Thefpia. In the mean time, the Athenians, who had 
lately afllfted the Thebans, declined having any farther 
concem^ in the. contefl:, for fear of the refentment of dife 
Spartans ; whilft the Thebans, not finding themfelves in 
a condition fingly to cope with the Spartans, were con-i 
triving fome means t^ Faife a mifunderftanding between 
them and the Athenians, in hopes of bringing the latter 

back 
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back to their intereft. Aa opportunity ofered itfclf to 
their wifh. Spbodrias^ vrho then conimanded the S|»ar>f 
tan troops, being no lefs raOi and thougfatlefs than hq 
was bold and ambitious, was eaRl^ perfuaded td attacl^ 
tbe pyrsBum, or harbour, of Athens. • We have already 
given an accounf of this ra(h attempt, and of the ill con* 
Sequences it drew upon: the Spartan commonwealth. We ^ confedi* 
have likewise feen the mifcarriage of the two Spartan racyform^ 
kings, Cleombrotus and Agefilaus, in their invafion of edagaiuft 
Boeotia, and the fignal advantages the Thebans gained '/''^* 
over thera, under the br^ye Athenian general Gobrias, 
)>oth by fea and land. 

Thefc fiicccfsfpl diverfions were no lefs improved by 
the brave Thebans, who not only recovered all the cities 
of Boeotia, but made a powerful inv?^fion into Pbocis, 
The Spartans loft ground daily, and became lefs formi* 
dable to them ; till at length they began to a£): offenfively, 
gnd had many fharp encounters, which, thopgh they did 
not amount to decifive battles, yet failed not to faife 
their courage, add to rfieii: experience, and pave the way 
to thofe great exploits which they afterwards performed., p ,.^, ^ 
Felopidas had fignalizcd himfelf in all thofe encounters, fuue/s 
{particularly at the battle of Tanagra, in which h^ flew aeainfi 
the Lacedaempniap general with his own hand $ fo that '&m« 
it was chiefly to his valour and condu^l that they owed 
the greateft mare of their fuccefs. The next, which was 
fought foon after, W^ ftill morip remarkable, and glorious 
to him.. He had formed a defign of furprifin^ the city of 
Orchomenos, one of the largeft and moft cohfiderable in 
all Boeotia, which was ft ill garrifoned by the Lacedsemo- 
nians ; and was marching towards it, at the head of only 
three hundred foot, and fome horfe (B), when he re- 
x:eived intelligence, that a confiderable body of Spartans 
were on* their march tp reinforce that garriibn. In con- 
fequence of this intelligence, he thought it advifeable to 
retire ; and, in his retreat, met them near the city of Tc- 
oyra. The rencounter was no lefs furious than (udden 
and unexpefted. Felopidas ordered his hoffe^ that were in 
the rear, to advance and engage the enemy ; but depend- 
ed principally upon his foot for the fuccefs of the battle. 

(B) This fmall body was, Iiovers; equally famed for their 

however, the very flower of fidelity to the Thebafi itatc, 

the Thebau army, dignified their affe^ion for each other* 

with the name ot the Sacred and their fingulgr courage and 

battalion, and ibe Band of bravery. 
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The two Spartan commanders, Gorgoleon and Thcopoin« 
pus, fell almoft in the firft onfet ; and all that were near 
them being either (lain, or put to flight, the remainder 
of the iSpartan troops were feized with fuch a panic, that 
they immediately opened a paflage for the Thebans to 
purfue their march. Pelopidas, however, did not tliink 
fit to quit the field of battle, till he had made a dreadful 
Slaughter of the enemy, and obtained a complete vi£iory ; 
fo that he acquired more glory by this noble retreat, than 
be could have got, if he had fucceeded in his original de- 
(ign againft Orchomenos. This was the greateft difgrace 
the Spartans had hitherto met with; for it never had 
been known before, that, in any of their wars, whether 
agaioft Grecians or Barbarians, they had been beaten by 
an equal, much lefs by an inferior number* The The^ 
bans were fo fenfible of the condufb and braVery of their 
two generals, as well as of the glory and advantage they 
were likely to reap from this fignal vi&ory, that they 
^reded a fumptuous monument, to pcfrpetuate the me«9 
mory of it, and of their great deliVerers. 

However, thefe fucceffes of the Thebans, .which were 
chiefly owing to their growing valour and experience^ 
could, not but b« beheld with a jealous eye by the Athe* 
nians, v^ho began now to think, that they gained ground 
too fail ; for which reafon they judged it more expedient 
to fupprefs, or, at leaft,. fufpend, their refentment againft 
the Lacedaemonians, than to raife the power of one ftate 
upon- the deftru£lion of the other. An opportunity for 
fuch an accommodation foon fell in their way. Arta- 
xerxes, wanting^ at that time, fome Grecian auxiliarieSj^ 
to aipft him in his Egyptian war, fent ambafladors to 
them, to put an end to uieir intefline broils, and to renew 
the peace of Antalcidas ; which was revived accordingly, 
%he Thebans being the only ftate that oppofed it, as we 
have already hinted. Not long after this tranfaflion, the 
f^me people who had taken umbrage at the Flatseans, on 
account of their fidelity to the Athenians, and looked upon 
their city with a jealous eye, came to a refolution to lur- 
prife it : the inhabitants applied to their allies fo^ fucoour 
and proteflion, which was readily granted to them. This 
failed not to exafperate the Thebans, who fent Euryma- 
chus, at the head of three hundred men ; and he was im- 
mediately admitted into that city by fome of the Plat2&- 
ans they had gained to their fide **; We have fpolien of 



^ Thucyd. lib* ii, Dipd* lib. x^i, 



this 



the Hjftciy of^behes. 9 

Ais tranla&ion m the Atbenian liiftory ; tlie confequence 

was, that the city was razed by them, and foon after th.at p/^^^ 

of Thefpia; hoftilities which fo incenfed the Athenians^ TAeffim 

both cities having fo well deferred not only of them, but r^uM^, 

of the comnion caufe, in the Perfian war, that they broke 

off all conne£lion with T]^ebes« 

Hitherto the Thebans had only ftrove to fecure their 
2<egained liberty by allying themfelves either with Athens , 
or Sparta, it being their conftant maxim, when they were 
either in danger from, or deferted by the one, to have 
recourfe to the other. They were always fure to meet 
with a kind reception, becaufe whatever fide they inclined 
to, they were of weight fufficient to turn the fcale ; and 
the wars they had been fo long engaged in, had brought 
them into fuch excellent difcipline and kn'owlege in mar- tn^t. 
rial afl^irs, that they began now to think of enlarging their ^^.^^ ^ 
territories, which tney .found too narrow for their ambi- Sitjem. 
tious views* 

This new fpirit of conqueft Is faid to have been raifed Enctwraw^. 
by their great general and deliverer Pelopidas, feconded edbyPgh-' 
and fupported by the brave Epaminondas, a perfon who, p^das^fmd 
though like him endowed with all the neceflary qualities ^^ 
to make a complete captain, or patriot, had till then pre- 
fetred a private life, and lived in a conftant courfe of 
virtue, employing himfelf in the ftudy of philofophy. He 
liad feldom appeared in public, except to get himfelf ex- 
cufed from thofe date-employments which were fo eagerly 
courted by others. His reclufe life had not hindered 
him from contiaAing an intimate friendfhlp with Pelopi- 
das, which had been daily improved by the correfpon- 
dence of their tempers and principles, as well as by that 
noble zeal which both difplayed for the good of their 
country. Even before this time, they had appeared together 
in adion, to fuch advantage, that the merit of Epaminondas 
could be no longer concealed, nor fufier him to continue 
longer in his beloved retirement : fo that he faw himfelf 
defei^edly placed at the head of the Theban troops $ 
where he gave fuch early proofs of his prowefs and abili- 
ties, as juftly acquired him the next rank to Pelopidas : 
only, this lafl: having made a more early figure m the 
9rmy, the fuccefs which the Thebaos had hitherto met 
with, was generally afcribed to him. This preference 
did not, however, prevent the other from being looked 
upon as his fecond, if not his» equal ; both were confidet^ 
ed in tl^^ fame light, as generals in the field, as governors 
at home^ and as complete ftatefmen in the counoiL 

When 
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When the gcntrzl treat/ for reftoring peace to OreeMr 
came to be prppofed by the Atheniana> ^nd was upon the 
point of being executed by the reft of the ftates, the The* 
bans refufed their aflent, unlefs they were comprehwideil 
in it, under the name.pf Boeotians. 
Bpamnon- This demand was, however,, as ftr^Huoiifly pppofed by 
das's reply the other contra£bing powers, as infifted on by £pami<? 
to thtSfat' uondas, who a^ed as ambaiTador on the part of the The- 
*^*'* bajtis. Agefilau^, in particular, told him, that the The« 

bans ought to evacuate Boeotia, and leave the cities of it 
free and in4ependent. To this declaration he repUed:| 
that the Lacedemonians ought to reftore Meilenia to ita 
aflicient proprietors, and Laconia to its ancient freedom \ 
for that the pretenfions of the city of Thebes to Boeotia 
were as well founded as thofe of Sparta to thofe twq 
countries. He proceeded to (hew how far Sparta had ag- 
grandized herfelf, at the expence of her neighbours ; that 
peace might be indeed obtained, and upon a folid andlafting 
footing ; but that this could not be otherwife done than 
by bringing all to an equality. Tliis bold, though juft re-» 
ra^onftrance, ia which not only Thebes, but Greece iu 
general, was concerned, failed not to cxafperate the- 
haughty Spartan monarch ; and the Athenians, who had 
till now looked upon the Theban« as dependents^ either 
on ithem, or on. the Macedonians, were not a little ofiend-% 
ed to hear their ambaffadors talk in fuch high terms. The 
AgefilausU r^uk of this conference was, that Agefilaus ftruck the 
waJbaS. name of Thebes out of the treaty, apd declared war 
againft them i. the fuccefs of which has been already 
(hewn*. 

After the baj:tle of Leuftra, die viftorious general of 

Thebes, defirous to improve this great viftory, fcnt an 

herald, crowned with garlands, to communicate it, in 

form, to the Athenians, in hopes that this would be an 

effeftual means to reunite them to their intereft. But it 

prpved quite otherwife j and Athens, which now looked 

Jialoufy vpon them with a. jealous eye, and had then in view the 

$/ ike &veRelg»ty of Greece, chofe rather, if they could not 

4thiHians. wholly obtain it, to flxare it with Sparta, than to let the 

Thebans enjoy the whole. They therefore declined even 

giving their herald audience, and ordered him immediately 

to depart, though . contrary to the laws of hofpitality, 

which allowed fuch perfons a time for refrcflunent*' Ja^ 

, « Xenoph. Hellan. lib. vi, Diod, Sic. lib- xv. Vrd. k Plut. ill 
Agefil. & Pelopid. & Corn. Nep« in Vit. ^suxiinond. 
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fon, tTie tyrant of Theflaly, who had made ati alliance 
with Thebes, received the hews of this viftory in a dif- 
ferent manner. Though at war .with fome of his neigh- 
hours* he found means to fteai a private march throaigh 
their territories, to join Epaminondas^ whilft a fleet was 
pretended to he preparing to tranfport him thither by fea. 
He arrived in the Theban- camp, at the head of ^fifteen jafon 
hundred foot, and five hundred horfe ; but when Epa- comes to 
minondas imparted his defign of purfuing the Lacedaemo*^ '^^ Tht^am 
nians to the very gates of Sparta, that prince ftrenuoufly ^^"'P- 
endeavoured to deter him from the undertaking; He had, 
doubtlefs, fome felfifli views; and was not willing to fee 
Sparta reduced fp much below Thebes, as not to be able 
to make head againft it : however, whether Epaminondas 
perceived his intention or not, he not only acquiefced in 
his reafons, but even agreed to make a truce with them. ^ f^y^^ 
Jafon, who undertook to manage it, went aftually to the candudttU 
Spartan camp, and, with his ufual eloquence and addrefs, 
perfuaded them to accept the terms; they immediately 
marched over Mount Cytheron, and returned to Lacortia^ 
where Archidamus difmifled his allies; and, with the 
poor remains of his army, lately the fineft that ever that 
republic could boaft, marched away for his metropolis. 

In the mean time, the bad reception which the The- 
baa herald had received at Athens, did not hinder feveral 
other ftates, to whom the news were communicated in 
the fame manner, from expreffing their joy. Some of 
thefe were thereby induced to enter into frefli alliances 
with them, whilft the Athenians were turning the defeat 
of the Spartans to their advantage. A few of thofe ftates 
were, indeed, compelled to enter into this alliance ; but 
the far greater part did it either from inclination or in- 
tereft, as they found they were moft likely tp be proteded 
by them'; fo that Thebes was now become the afylum of T;fiehes 
thofe who apprehended the power of the Spartans or grown fer^ 
Athenians ; and thefe refufed^ as well as the Thebans, mdakUj 
to accede to the treaty of peace which the Athenians had 
caufed to be renewed 5 and objected againft the freedom 
of feveral towns, over which they claimed a jurifdiftion. 

Amongft thefe ftates, the Mantineans, by the help of 
the Eleans and Arcadians, undertook to rebuild and iot^ 
tify their city ; and Paufanias tells us, that Epaminondas, 
about that time, perfuaded feveral of the fmall towns of 
the Arcadians to build one common city, by the name of Mepah- 
Megapolis, though Diodorus places it two years later. poUs tfuiU* 
However^ it is plain from what we have feen in the hif- 

tories 
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tones of Athens and Sparta, that the reftonng thofe zrin 
cient dates to their liberty ahd privileges, made feveral of 
them grow wanton and capricious, and fall into fuch vio-f 
lent difcords, as proved of worfe confequence to them 
than the dominion of Sparta. 

All this while Jafon, taking the advantage of the truce 
between the Th^bans and Spartans, daily increafed his 
conquefts, and his fword brought thofe under hi; yoke, 
^ which neither his gold nor eloquence could fubdue ; fo 

that he was now grown to fuch an height of power and 
ambition, that he was become formidable to all Greece ; 
and might, in all probability, have gained the foycreignty 
of it, had he not been alTaffinated by fome of his own 
fubje£):8, who were afterwards honoured as the reftorers 
of the Theffalian liberty. But this ej^pcdicnt proved only 
a {hort relief, and they came foon after to groan under a 
much feverer tyranny, viz. that of Alexander of PheraBa,^ 
the brother ot Jafon, a nan rightly defcribed, in few 
words, as a monfter, with an heart of brafs, and who go-t 
verned them with a rod of iron, as we Ihall foon fee^ 
. However^ as the Thebana had loft a powerful friend in 
Jafon, they took care to ftrengthen themfclves by new aU 
7kebinu liances': befides the Arcadians and Eleans, they had got 
get »'*"' the Phocians, Locrians, Acarnanians, Euboeans, and other 
g^^*Pi^' ftates, under their dependence ; fo that they were now 
ponnefys. in a condition to a£): oflbniively againft the Spartans ; and^ 
under pretence of affifting the Arcadians, Epaminondas 
and Pelopidas had entered Peloponnefus, with a gallant; 
army. Here they were joined by the Arcadian and othcF 
confederate forces ; fo that the whole amounted to forty 
thoufand, fome fay fifty thonfand men, befides great 
numbers of thofe who followed the camp, rather for plun- 
der than fighting, and were computed about twenty thou- 
fand more. The army was divided into foiir dblumns^ 
and moved ftrait towards Sellafia, the place of their ren- 
dezvous, from which they purfued their n^arch, with fire 
and fword, towards Sparta \ where they were, however, 
repulfed by the brave Agefilaus, who was then returned 
to that metropolis. 

To repair, in fome meafure, the difgrace of this expen- 

five and fuccefslefs expedition, and, at the fame time, to 

leave fome lafting monument, which (hould redound as 

much to his glory as to the mortification of the Spartans, 

Epamxnondas left not their territories till he had reftored 

dnc'ent the pofterity of the old Meffcnians to their ancient domi- 

Mifiewans nions, out of which, they had been banifhed ilear thre« 

^'fi''*'^' hundred 
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liundriecl years, rebuilt their capital,' and left a ftrong gai*- 
rifon for its defence. He was, however, like to have been 
flopped in his return by Iphicriates, whom the Athenians 
had fent, with twelve thoufand men, to intercept him ; 
but this kifl: loitered fo long at Corinth, that the Thebans 
had pafled the defiles of Cenchreae, the chief place where 
he could have obftru£ted his retreat, had he taken poflef- 

' (ion of it time enough ; and continued his march till he 
came in view of the city of Corinth. However, he found 
the roads blocked up with trees, ftones, and every thing 
that could render them impa£able ; and the Corinthians 
well fortified, being determined to make an obftinate de- 
fence. Thefe difficulties ferved rather ta whet than deaden 
his courage, and he came fo fiftioufly upon them, not- 
•withftanding all thefe obftruftionsy that they, in a panic 
at his intrepidity, abandoned allftheir intrenchments and 
outworks to the Thebans,. and fled, into the city, whither 
thefe purfued them, fword in hand,, and made a horrid 
ilaughter. Coring muil have unayoidably fallen into Corinthians 
their hands, had their generals thought proper to purfue defeated^ 
thefe advantages ; but, whether they were afr^d of the ondjiaugk* 
Athenians falling upon them, or apprehended fome dan- ^^^^*^* 
gerous ambufh in a country with which they were but in- 
differently acquainted ; or whether the army was too 
much weakened through fo many fatigues ;;. or, laftly, whe- 
ther the coldnefs of the feafon, it being then in the depth 
©f winter, would not permit them to proceed farther, they 
immediately marched towards Boeotia. This .motion 
gave fuch. a handle to their enemies, that they met with 
a very mortifying reception at their return to Thebes, 
where they were both arrcfted as fiate^-prifoners, for hav- ^a^^^,- "" 
ing prefumed to prolong their command four months ^ w'** 
beyond the time limited by law, which time took in Pebpidas 
almoft the whole of their expedition from their firft en- *ried. 
trance into Peloponnefus. This was but a very ungrate- 
ful return for the fignal fervices they had done to the The- 
ban ftate \ for the crime laid to their charge being capi^ 
tal, they were forced to fubmit to be tried by the judges % 
and, as they had nothing to allege on their behalf, except 
the great advantages they had gained by their unavoidable 
(lay, they readily owned the charge, and fubmitted them- 
felves to the equity of the court. Their enemies, at the 
fame time, negle^ed no art nor pains to incenfe the peo* 
pie againft them; infomuch, that they were upon the 
point of being condemned, when Epaminondas, in a mo- 
deft, but fpirited fpeecb, .reminded them, of his late vic- 
tory 
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ioiy at Leu£lra> and 'of the other lervices he had ctotte^ 
both to Thebea, and to aJl Greece, whofe liberties be 
had fo lately reftoi^d* Taking the whole fault upon 
himfelf, in order to fave Pelopidasy he fpoke to this pur-* 

Ktsfheech P^^ • " ^ ^^ *" hopes, .that my fucceffiss, and the ad- 

t9 the vantages you derived from them, would have been fuffi-* 

€9urt. cient motives to induce you to acquit me ; but fiiice they 

*are not, I only wait for your fentence, and am ready both 
to accufe, and condemn myfelf 2 only let pofterity be as 
well appr ifed of my crime, as they will be of my puniih- 
ment» Let them know, that I- am put to death for hav-» 
ing fo fuccefsfuUy led your troops into Laconia, where 
jio enemy had ever penetrated before, and for having been 
the firft who made that country feel the dreadful effe£):9 
of your vi£torious arms : that I die for having reftored 
the Meflenians to their ancient patrimony ; for having re-* 
united the Arcadians, and ruined the Lacedaemonians ^ 
for having increafed your ilrength, enlarged your con-^ 
i)ue(ls, and raifed you to this prefent height of power 
and glory : all I farther beg is, that it may be engraved 
upon my monament, that he, - who had done you dll 
tiiefe fervices, 'was pijniihed with death." Thefc fevcre 
jreproaches had the defired cfFefl:; and, his judges being 
.aibamed to proceed aay farther, either againft him, or 

HMourahly ^ginft his eqiually deferving colleague, they were both 

aiquitted. jjp^purably acquitted ^ 

r T?| ♦ This profecution had been chiefly carried on and en- 
1 84 couraged by Mcneclides, a difcontented Theban^ and a 

Ante Chr. bold and ableifpcaker, who, by his artful calumnies at the 
?64. jTial, had fo far prevailed with the judges, that they de- 

• — \prived Epaminondas of the government of Bo^otia for si 

year, though he could not gain the fame advantage agaiiift 
Pelopidas, who was 'a greater favourite of the people, as 
being his fenior in the fervice* Beiides, Meneclides was 
Itnown to be a proud, turbulent man, ill-natured, envious, 
xevengeful, and a perfon of the wojpft charafter and mo- 
i^s. He had long envied .them the glory,- reputation, 
gnd univerfal love, which their me^it had juftly acquired 5 
«nd could not but exprefs a great diflike at their acquittal, 
fincc it deprived him- of even the hopes of ever being rid 
of twofuch powerful rivals. Pelopidas being of a much 
warmer temper than Epaminondas, and fpiritedup by his 
friends, made nofcruple to exprefs ati uncommon refent- 
ment jtgainft the ufage he had i»et with, and to feek an 

^ -gi^U U alii jG^f a .dta{» > 

occaCcm 
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occafioh to be ret^hged 'on Meneclides» id fuch manner 
^s ihould effe6kually ft^prefe his infolence for the future. 
Meneclides, who durft. not declare himfelf fo openly 
againit faihi as he had a£i:ed againft Epaminondas, bvtt 
privately endeavoured to fupplant ,him, by lietting up Cha*- 
ron againft him^ foon furnifhed him with an opportunity^ 
which w'e ihall givt our reader in a note^ as being i^atfaer 
the cfFeA of a prurate pique^ than a matter of" a public « 

nature (C). 

By this time the Spartans^ with much difficulty, faa4 Spattans 
recofTeredjthemfelves&om their great defeat at Xieu^brat prepare 
but> though they had repuHcd the Thebans in Pelopou'- ^^^"-^ *^^ 
tiefos^ yet, from, the exploits their g^nesalhad performed ^ ^*'' 
there, efpeciaUy in difmembering tbe. wiiole 'kingibm of 
MdBenia from |:liein^ they 'had fUb caufe to fear what 
their enem/s forces, might do uinder two fuch generals. 
They had accordingly taken care to ftrengthen themfelves 
againft them, and to provide a godd number of auxiliaries 
frtmi other ftatcss,.ie%ecial]y .from (Aliens, with which, 
-they had renewed :thjeir old treaty, and had agreed, that 
each fliould hame ihc command ilve days alterxiately. 
^Soon after this treaty, the Arciadians renewed the war, ArcoMant 
aikF took Pailene in Laconia by ftbrm^' put the girrifon to ^^'* '^ 
the fword, andwterc foon aflifted by the Argives and Eieand, '*'^''* 
and cfpecially by thie Thebans, wh&.rfent to them feven 

(C) Some little tjime before tended pau-iot, .oppofed the 

.tlie. battle of I^euiSbra, there motion, tjiougl^ with finguU^r 

had paiTed a ik'irmifli at Flatasa candour and inoclefly,erpecialLy 

between the Thebans and Spar- in .reg,arcl to Charon, to whom 

tans, in which about forty of he took care to give* all due 

the latter had been flain. praife; but, at the fame time, 

Menecli(tes, wilHng to raife made the people fo fenfible of 

it ' to the merit Or a victory the* abfufdity of the propofal, 

itt favout- of Gharori, who and of the malice and 5 mper- 

commanded the Thebans, had tinehce of its author, that the)r 

procnred a famed painter from laid a heavy foe upon him, 

Cyzicus, to paint the battle, in even greater than they knew 

order to eclipfe tbatof Leuc- he wafe able to pay; which 

tra,andniadenofcrupletopro- deflroyed his hopes of ever 

pofe the hanging it up in fome fucceeding againfl fuch a pow* 

public place, with an infcrip- erful rival, tnough it did not 

tion, that it was in memory of prevent his continuing a com- 

the vidtory gained bv Charon mon difturber of the govefn- 

at Platsea, which he failed not ment, till they forced him at / 

to magnify with his ufual do- la^ to banilh himfelf for in* 

<juence. Pdopidas, who per- iblvency* 
«eived the. drift of this pi^e^ 

. thoufand 



t6 The Bflor^ bf fhehei. 

ttioufand foot> and five hundred horrfjp, under tht tism^ 
mand of Epaminondas ; which laft circumfiance fo alarmed 
C0^i^9 the Athenians^ that ttey immediately fent Grobrias, with 
"Sl&fA^ fomc forces, to oppofe his paflage; and he behaved fo 
mw*^. ^^'* againft the Tbebans, that he gained the whole glory 
of this fecond repulfe ; fo that they were forced to aban^ 
don Peloponnefus a fecond time. This mifcarriage gave 
frelh occafion to the enemies of Epaminondas to blame 
his cbndu£l in the higheft terms ; notwithftanding the 
finguhr bravery virith which he and his troops had forced 
the pafs ; even his friends could not but fufped him of 
partiality for the Spartans» in not purfuing his advantage 
over them» and mstking a greater ilaughter of them» when 
he had it in his power ; whilft his enemies made it amount 
to no lefs than treachery to his country ; and, though fa 
fevere and fo ill-grounded an accufation could not but ap- 
pear to the more confiderate and unbiafled as the efFeA 
B^amU of party malice^ yet it wrought fo far upon the much 
mtHifas Jlf' greater part of the people, that their brave general was 
^rmded, Q^QiQ more deprived of the government of Bcootia, and re* 
duced to the condition of a private man. He did not 
continue long under this difgrace, before an occafioa 
of&ried to retrieve his fame^ and wipe off the (lain which 
his enemies had thrown upon his charader. 

Among the Theban allies who had engaged in this laft 
expedition, the Arcadians, who had begun the war, by 
invading Laconia, ware fo elated at their extraordinary 
faccefs, that they would no longer zSt in fubordination to 
Lyctmedes the Tbcbans. They were inftigated to this refufal by thenr 
corrupts general Lycomedes, a man of birth and fortune^ and of 
lfe««f '^^^ an ahibitious fpirit. He had commanded them in moft 
of their late expeditions ; and, by his fuccefs and bravery, 
had gained their confidence and efteem. He now be- 
gan to remind them> that the whole Peloponnefus pro* 
. perly belonged to them, as the original inhabitants of it \ 
that they were the mod populous nation in all Greece^ 
and had been always efteemed by the reft for their Angu- 
lar bravery, and, as fuch, had always borne the firft rank 
of auxiliaries ; infomuch that the Spartans had never done 
any thing againft Athens without them, nor would the 
Thebans now have appeared againft Sparta, had they not 
been fupported by Arcadia : that, as they had formerly 
promoted the intereft of the one, fo they were now doing 
.the fame to the Thebans; therefore, if they did, not 
henceforth infift upon an equal fhare of the command in 
their turn with them^ they would, iu the end^ find them 

Spartans 
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Spartans too. This fpeech made fuch an imprefllbh upon 
the AfcadiaTiSi that they made no difficulty to agree to 
whatever he fhould propofe^ and to aflure hini, that there 
was nothing fo difficult> that they were not ready to un* ' •• 

dertake. In the midft of thefe broils, Artaxerxes made a jrtofiur^ 
fecond attein^ipt to recondle the Grecian ftate^^ in order to xes* nego* 
ehtai^ fome auxiiiaries from them ; but his meafures were tiationj 
broken, by the Spartans infilling on having Mefienia re- ^foken^ 
ftored to them ; a demand which the Thebane abfolutely 
refufed. In the mean timei thefe lafl wtre not ign^raht o£ 
the meafures which the Arcadians were taking againftthem^ 
hor wanting in their refentment, though they could eafily 
forefecj that they would be fo far from aiifwering their fan^ 
guine expectations, that they wt)tild only cxclic others of 
their allies to defert their intefeft } and then the Spartans^ 
who had received frefli reinforcements from PerCa and Si^ 
cily, would fall upon them with greater fury. The event 
juftified their forefight, when Archidamus, the fon of Age- 
filaus, gained that fignal viftory over them and the Argives^ 
in which he killed ten thoufand of them, without the lofs ot 
one man on his fide ; from which circumftance it was ftyled jrc/tt^am 
by the Spartans the tearlefs vi£koty »• This fignal defeat, dtfeaud^ 
far from being the only bad efFe£): of their ill-timed folly 
and pride, brought a train of other misfortunes upon them; 
whilft the Thebans and Eleans (the former of whom were 
highly difpleaftfd at their late meafures, and the latter had 
withdrawn thcmfelves from them, on acKrount of their re- 
fniing to reftore fome of their towns, which the Spartans 
had taken from them) looked upon their prefent difafters 
as a juft punifhment for their arrogance and perfidy. 

During thefe tranfaSions^ the Thebans had railed them- Thehant 
felves to fuch an height of power, as had gained them the becomt 
greateft credit and influence, not only with their neigh- P^f^^rft*^* 
bouring fl:ates, but even among foreign princed ; infomuch 
that they were invited to be moderators and umpires, par- 
ticularly in Macedonia, where they quickly ^ompofed the 
qiiai*rels about the fucceffion ; nay, at one time, they took 
thirty, and afterwards fifty, Macedonian youths of dif- 
tindion as hoftages, and, among the former, Philip, the 
Icing's brother, and father of Alexander the Great. This 
prodigious influence was chiefly owing to the juftice and 
equity, as well as great abilities, of Felopidas ; for, as It^ 

K X8fioph« Hellen. lib. Vt. Diod. Sic. lib. jcv. Plut. in Vit. AgeC 
& Pelopid. Paulkn, in Lacan. Juft* lib* vii. Corn* N«p. 

Vol. VI. C EpamI* 
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Epaminondas, he ftill continued in the condition of a pn-^ 
Tate man ; but the next expedition of the fornier proved 
the means of raiiing the latter to his rank and.cfedit; 
^hijfaliahs 'I'he Theflulians, who had groaned fome time under the 
apply to tyranny of the ufurper Alexander^ furnamed the Fhefaean^ 
tfie The- fcnt an embafly to Thebes, to implore their aid and pro- 
p/b'J teftion : upon which Pelopidas was immediately fent as 
JeMt thi' ambafiador, to expoftulate with him on their behalf. He 
M/r. .was then in M^cedon ; and, upon his return^ marched di" 

reftly to Fharfalus in Theffaly, in order to punifli the 
treachery of fome mercenaries, who had deferted the 
Thebans in that expedition ; but, when he arrived, he was 
furprifed to be met by the tyrant, at the head of a numerous 
army, before that city, whilft his own was comparatively. 
Imprifined but a handful of men. However, whether he fuppofed, 
by AUxan- or would be thought to do fo, that Alexander came hither 
^^* to juftify himfelf, and anfwer to the complaints alleged 

againft him, he went, with Ifmenias his colleague, to him, 
unarmed and unattended, not doubting but his cha- 
rafter, as ambaffador from fo powerful a republic, joined 
to his own charadler and authority, would proteft them 
from infult or violence; but he found himfelf miftaken^ 
to his no fmall furprize ; and.Polybius juftly calls it an 
unpardonable imprudence to truft himfelf fo far in the 
power of one, whom he knew to be fo wicked and per- 
fidious ; for Alexander had no fooner got them in his 
hands, than he caufed them to be feized, and fent pri* 
foners to Phera. Not content with that indignity, he 
ordered, that every one ihould be admitted to fee tnern, 
not doubting but this infult would, prove the means of 
breaking the fpirit of the brave Pelopidas, againft whom 
he bore an inveterate grudge ; but It had a quite contrary 
eiFeft, and drew upon him the following bold remon- 
Jiisbold ftrance, from that unconquerable patriot : " That it 
tnfjfage to was imprudent and abfurd in him to caufe fo many 
kim, innocent and worthy citizens to be tortured and but* 

chered, and to fpare him, who, he knew^ if ever he 
efcaped out of his hands, would not fail to make him 
fufFer the puniftiment due to his crimes." To which 
intrepid declaration, the furprifed tyrant fending for an- 
fwer, "^ Why is Pelopidas in fuch hafte to die ?" he re- 
ceived this reply, " It is, that thou mayft perifh fo much 
the fooner, by becoming ftill more hateful to God and 
man." This laft meifage. had fuch an efFedl upon him, 
that, inftead of making a fpeftacle of Pelopidas any longer^ 

he 
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!i€ cauibd hint to be more clofcly confined, and forbid 
any but his wife Thebe to fee or fpeak to him. This lady 
had heard fo much of his intrepid bravery and good fenfe, 
that fhe readily u^ed the permii&on^ and had feveral inter- 
views with the illuftrious prifoner. 

Mean while the Thebans, highly refenting the Indignity 
ofFered to their ambafladors^ fcnt an army into Theflaly $ 
but, whether through ill fortune, or ill conduct, the ge- 
nerals were repulfed, with great lofs, by the Phcraean 
ufurpcr, who,' expeding fome fuch invafion from that 
quarter, had taken care to put himfelf in a condition of 
giving them a warm reception* He met them, at the An army 
head of his forces, fo that they found themfelves obliged Jent to ref» 
to retire, without performing any other exploit than giv- '«^ A/«, 
ing him this fruitlefs proof of their refentmcnt. Alex. ^^I*^*^* 
ander continued his purfuit with fuch fuccefs, that they 
muft have been totally cut o£F, had it not been for the con- 
dud; and valour of Epaminondas, who fer?ed among them^ 
only as a private foldier. Finding themfelves in fuch immi- 
nent danger, which tHey attributed to the incapacity of their 
generals, they had immediate recourfe to him, whofe va- 
lour and experience had been fo often tried ; and partly 
by perfuafions and intreaties, and partly by threats, oblig- 
ed him to take the command : this ftep foon gave a happy Epamm^n" 
turn to their affairs. He placed himfelf in the rear, at the ^^ fakes 
head of the horfe and light-armed infantry ; thence wheel- '^''^«- 
ing about occafionally upon the enemy, charged them 
with fuch vigour, that they foon defiiled from the purfuit, 
and allowed him to retreat without farther moleftation. 
When the army returned to TJiebes, the generals were 
fined twelve thoufand drachms each ; while Epaminondas 
was reinftated in the command, and fent with a new re- 
inforcement to repair the late difhonour. The news of Marcha 
his being in full march on this errand, greatly alarmed fgoinji tki 
the tyrant j and it was lucky for him, tha^ the new The- j*^'^^«« 
ban general, preferring the fafety of his imprifoned col- ^^^'^ ' 
league to all other confiderations, forbore pufliing hofti- 
lities to extremes, for fear of provoking the enemy to 
wreak all his fury on Pelopidas. He contented himfelf, 
for a while, with hovering about, and occafionally ha- 
zarding fuch (kirmilhes as fhould intimidate the tyrant^ 
and bring him the fooner to make fome fatisfadory offers \ 
for as to himfelf he thought it ^too ^ifiionourable to enter 
Into any treaty or alliance with a man who was univer- 
fally aohorred, as an ufurpcr, tyrant, and monfter of 
cruelty. Hi^ conduct fucceeded according to his wifli, 

C 7, Alexisidcij . 
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Alexander, fully convinced of the fupefiority of the Tnc^ 

ban general, in all refpefts, was glad to accept of a truce? 

Pekpidas of thirty days, and to releafe Pclopidas and Ifnftenias, on 

releafed, condition that he ftiould immediately withdraw his forces, 

niinoftdas ^^^ return to Thebes- Epaminondas gained no fmall re- 

refiored. putation, not only for the ccndiift, fagacity, and bravery 

^nth which he conduced this whple affair, "but for the 

regard he paid to the fafety of th^ two Theban ambaf- 

fadors, aild his generous benaviour to the Theban citizens, 

at his returri, in overlooking their unjuft refentmcntagainft 

him, and the generous ufe he iriade of that command to 

which he was unanimoufly and immediately reftorcd : at 

the fame time, Pelopidas, and his colleague, failed not to 

do all poffible juftice tO the merit of their deliverer**. 

Haifu the Thebes was now raifed to a fuflScicnt height of reputa- 

gloryofthe tion and glory, to aim, in earneft, at the fovereignty of 

7^^^Atf« Greece, in her turn. The principal obftacle to thia Jpro-? 

^^ ' |eft was, that the other ftates grew fo jealous of her 

prefent greatnefs, as to enter into the ftrongeft alliances 

and confederacies to prevent its farther growth. Not be-^ 

iiig able to procure many alKes at home, they made fio 

difficulfy to feek for them abroad 5 and the Lacediemoni- 

ans, by (etting the example, gave them a plaufible pretence 

to follow their fteps, and to procure an alliance with Per-^ 

fia, which, at that time, they found was ready to accept 

of their offers on kny terms ; the only queftion was, whicK 

of the three ftates fliould be preferred, Sparta^ Athens,. 

or Thebes. At the fame time the latter propofed to theit 

Deputies few confederates, to fend, likeWife, proper deputies to 

jent to Per* ^{jg perfian court, in order to fupport their refpediive in- 

^^' terefts; a meafure which they readily adopted. Thefe 

were the Arcadians, Eleans, and Argivefe ; at the head of 

the deputation Pelopidas Was fent, on the behalf of the 

Thebans ; while the Atheniians, being appprifed of their 

defign, appointed two deputies alfo to mahag^ thdr coiv 

ceriis (D). Thefe, being ali arrived at the Perfian coxi^t, 

bega» 

' * fc Pliit. in. Agef. & Pelopid. Diod. Sic. & alii fupra citat. 

(D) Nothing more plainly court of Perfia, had never been 
Aews, however, the degene- -heard of, whatever application 
facy into which Greece Wias ' ftiight have been made to it by- 
funk by this time, from, its an- private perfons or ftates : for 
oent grandeur and pride ;.. for, -this was, in fome meafure, 
till now, :,fuch gener|i.l4^uta- flicking it umpire of all their 
.tionfr and congredes, »t tte . diierences,^ and' giving th& 

'. Perfiana 
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fjcgan tp purfue e?ch their refpeftive intercfts ; but Pelq- PehpUas* 
pidas had, by that time, gained fucfe credit in Afia, bo^Ji fii^^^fi «' 
by his lingular addreft, and extraordinary exploits, that ^^' ^^M» 
he was diftinguifhed, in a particular manner, fro(n aU the ^^"'^^* 
other deputies, a^d received by the king with the moft 
manifeit mar)cs of honour and efteem. At hi&audiei^c^y 
he reprefented to that nionarch, that the Theba^s, froppi 
the battle'of Plataea to the prefenttime, had conftantly ad- 
hered to the PerfianSi wheire^s the Spartanshad broken with 
(hem for no other caufe than that they refufed to join 
with them againil Artaxerxes* He thence took occaGon 
to remind him pf their l^te and iigp^^l fuccefs at Leu£trq, 
;^nd invafion of I^ajC^nia, intimating, that the overthrow qf \ 

the Arcadians and Argives wasovf^ingto their not having 
been affifted by the Thebans. In a word, he fucceeded 
lb well in his rempnftrance, that A^taxerxes freely owned 
himfelf convinced, that the Thebans were the people oa^ 
whom he could moil fafely depend ; and, gfter having 
greatly applauded the equity of his demands^ ratified and 
cpnfiri^ed thew^ with great readinefs, to the no fmall mor- Yr. of Fl. 
tification of the other ftates. The fubftance of them wa9, 19S5. 
that the liberties formerly granted to the other town^ pf •A"^^ Chr. 
Greece fliould he confirmed 5 that Meflenia, in particular, ^^^* 
fliould continue free and independent qf the jurifdi£l:ion <rriaif 
pf Sparta ; that tl^e Atheniai^s fliould lay up theii fleet ; confirmed. 

Perfi^iif ^n ^dyax^t^g^ which Sparta, therefore, w^ juiUy 
neither they, nor apy other blanked for having l4i4 the 
Ration, had ever had before; foundation for this diflionour- 
though the peace of Antalci* able change ; and for which 
das, in which their monarch nothing can be faid in their 
had the greateft (Way, in fomc excufe, but that their fear of 
meafure, paved the way to ^t, being eclipfed, if not perhaps 
and prepared the Grecians, m maftered, by two fuch power- 
general to receive that foreign ful rivals as Athens and 
yoke: whereas, but a litde Thebes, had forced them upon 
before, the Perfians had met that ihameful and difadvanta'- 
with the mpit mortifying re« geous expedient : in which they 
pulfes, and Artaxerxcs himfelf were, however, fo far from 
been greatly diilrefTed, whilft fucceeding, efpf^cially ^inft 
the Lacedaemonians^ under the latter, that they had the 
their king Agefilaus, were ra- mortification to find it pref^rr^d 
vaging his provinces, even to to all the reft, 
the heart of his empire (i)« ' 

(r) lidem. tbid. Vid. Brief Parallel. La Tour in Vit. Epaminond. 
Stanyan, & alios. 

C 3 and 
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and that the Thebans (hould be confidered as the ancient 
a&d hereditary friends of Perfia '. 

This laft advantage, which they gained over the other 
ftates, helped to complete the glory of Thebes, which till' 
now had only held the fecond rank, and to give it the fu- 
periority over all the nations of Greece. Pelopidas had 
all the credit of this negociation, upon whofb return the 
Thebans exerted themfelves in making the moft of their 
advantage. They fent orders to all the deputies of the other 
ftates to affemble at Thebes, in order to ratify the treaty 
concluded at the Perfian court. Thefe obeyed the citation : 
but when the oath was tendered to them, thev exprefled 
Perfian an uncommon furprize, and abfolutely dcclinea it j alleg- 
^'^aVh' *"?* that they were fent by their principals to hear the 
^tke other ^\tic\t\ read, and not to fign and fwcar to them ; a ratifi-^ 
/^fi. cation which could not take place without the knowlege 

and approbation of their conftituents. Some of theSi, 
likewife, particularly Lycomedes, the Orcadian general, 
obje£ted, that the place of congrefs ought not to oe held 
at Thebes, but in Arcadia^ which was the feat of war. 
Others objefted againft the partiality of the king of Perfia 
in favour of the Thebans, plainly dcmonftrating that h^s 
view was not to reftore Greece to its ancient liberty, but 
to fecond their ambitious defigns of enflaving it : the Co- 
rlnthialis openly declared, that they faw no occafion for 
the treaty ; fo that the congrefs broke up^ without any 
other effe£k than an univerfal difcontent, notwith (landing 
the pains which the Thebans took, by private conferences, 
to court fomc, and ?iwe other ftates into a ratification. 
The confequencc of which efibrts was, that they all fol- 
lowed the example of the Corinthians ; and r^folved, front 
thenceforth, to oppofe, by all poflJUe mcaps, the grow- 
ing power of the Thebans, and to d^jfeat all their ambiti- 
ous views and meaf^res. Artaxerxes beheld their dlfputes 
and jealoufies with an unexpe£ted indifference, and rew 
fufed to concern himfelf farther about them : indeed he 
, could not a£): otherwife, without offending all the other 
Grecian ftates, who were, by this time, generally difpofed 
to unite againft him as the common enemy. The Athe- 
nians, above all the, reft, had given a manifeft proof of 
their itefentment ;igainft that part of the treaty which 
jtthentan obliged^them to lay up their navy, by putting Timagora^j 
iiiputy put one of their deputies, to death, upon his return from the 
todiat^ Perfian court, as a betrayer of his country, an4 as haying 

1 lidmi ibid* 

clofec^ 
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ctofed with Pelopidas, inftead of adding in- concert with 
his colleague. What feemed moft to countenance this 
accufation was, his being, next to the Theban general, the 
moft efteemed and carefled by that court, and had, with 
him, received the richeft prefents from the Perfian king ^. 

Thefe difcouragements might have hindered the The- 
bans from the farther profecution of their defigns, efpe- 
cially as this laft attempt had fo far opened the eyes of 
their old allies the Arcadians, Argives, and other Pelo- 
ponnefian ftates, that they abfolutely refufed to ad: any 
longer in concert; but it only fet them on contriving 
means oi compulfion, iince fair promifes cotild not in- 
duce them to comply with their demand. Hitherto the 
Achdeans had forborn taking any part in the public quar- 
rel, and were now looked upon as the proper nation to 
begin witlu Accordingly, Epaminondas was fent againft Epamimu'» 
them, with a powerful army ; and, whether they were ^f fa^ «• 
not Mxi to make head againft him, or had been privately ^?^ '^ 
brouf^tover, they eafily itibmitted, and entered into an ' *^"'* 
alliaacejwith him, by which they engaged to ad in con^ 
cert with the Thebans; By thefe means the Arcadians 
foon found themfelves diftrefled on both fides ; on one 
by the Achaeans, and on the other by the Spartans. In 
this dilemma, they had recourfe again to their old allies 
the Thebans, who took occafion from thence to raife new 
commotions in Peloponnefus, as we have feen in the hif- 
tory of Sparta and Athens. Among thofe who fufFered phUafiMu 
moft on account of the Thebans, were the Pbliafians, in^sdidkf 
who, by their fituation, were the moft exposed of all iS«/Ar#». 
their allies, and were openly invaded by Euphron, a 
man of great power, who, during thefe difturbances, 
had fet up a little kmd of tyrannic government in Sicyon^ 
and now engaged the Arcadians and Argives to jbin with 
him againft them. They were juft on the brink of being 
fwallowed up 5 for they had maintained already a dole 
fiege, and defended themfelves with furprifing fuccefs and 
bravery againft a powerful confederacy, by which their little 
city was furrounded on every fide. They were, however, 
happily relieved by the Athenians, who fent Chares to their 
^ftance, and obliged their enen^ies to relinquifh the fipge* 

By this time the Athenians had found means to d&- Imadums 
' tach the Arcadians from Thebes, and to make an alliance ^^ ?*'/^* 
fvjth them : the chief promoter and manager of thi^ mea- ^4 
lure^ WAS Lycomedes, the Arcadian general, who was foop 

^ lidem ibid. 
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tdtcT munkif Qd, upon his return from Athensi Vjf i p^^^ 
of exiles ; or^ as others (ayt by the Lac^daemoniatls, who. 
itwaded Arcadia on aceouot .oi that .alliance, and flevr» 
him^ with two hundred of his men. However that be, the 
Athenians havingt upon this new accefiioits ttade a tre^ih 
cherous attempt upon Corinth^, of which tbi?y were the 
protedorSji and as fuch had gxrrifoned it with th^ir troops^ 
obliged the Corinthians to renounce their alUance \ but 
firftofallf they made peace with the Thebana» Fhliatii* 
ansy and fome other ftates, on conclition that efi«h (hould 
enjoy what it poflefled : eiren the Spartans were induced 
to come into this league, by the mediaition of &e king of 
Pcr{ia> who had fent aplenipotentiai^ to fettle ones moro» 
-as it was called^ the tranquillity of Greece i^ tbot»gh» ^t 
.the fame timr, die Lacedemonians openly deotatedt th^t 
they would never liften to a peace till MefTohia.waa ro« 
flored to them, in the condition, in which tJSiey had r^ 
ceived it frojoli their anGeftors* Howovfer, they sigreed ux 
ht quiet for the prcfent, as did alio the other ooiUeuding 
parties : and this patch ed*>up peace was called putting an 
end to the Laconic or Boeotian war, after it had eootiitued 
about fire yie^rs.from die battle of Lcu£):ra (G). 

The prefient jdiftra&d ftate of Greece gave but little 
hopes that' it would be of aay .continuance i neither did 
the principal ftates feem to nave had any fucfa thing in 
view, but to have made ufe of it only to gain time and op* 
portunity to confult the heft means of fuppreffijig the 
growing power of the Thebans,. So ihzt tne gceatei^ 
nates faw them&lv^ under a negei&ty to keep their forces, 
in arms againft them, whilft others more inconfideeable, 
were fo involved, either as acdeflaiy in their quarreb, or 
principals in their own, that, by die next year, the old 



(G) There i^ no fmall dif- 
agreement between the hiflmi^i 
an$ of thofe times about' the 
dates of feveral of the above 
jnentioned tranfa^Vions, be- 
tween the battl? of Leudra and 
the peace we arc fpeaking of ; 
though they are commonly 
fuppofed to have all happened 
between thefe two epochas, or 

(i) Vide Plut. in Agcfil. & Epamin- Diod. $ic. lib. xv. Xe- 
noph. HeHan. Kb. vi. $e Orat. in Ltiud. Agefil* Corn. Nepos in 
Vit. Epamin, Paufan. in Lacon. Juftin. lib. vi. Athen. Deipno^ 
foph. &c» 

contefts 



within the fpace of five y«ari^ 
Th^re is likewiie fome diilp*. 
n^nce between the fadts them- 
felyeSy as they are related by 
various authors (i), and which 
would carry us too far to en-» 
deavour to reconcile, could it 
be done with any tolerable cer- 
tainty. 
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IDQPtefts broke cmt with as much iFebeificiicf ae eter« The andbroke^. 
Arc^^m and Eleans began with reviying their refpe^ive Triphjiia 
irights tQ the country p£ Triphylia (H), whi^b had bitbertp invaded, 
pafied from the one to the other ;* and the latter being inr 
leated in this laft conteft, were forced to apply to Sparta 
for afliftance, whilft the fo^mer^ being now fupported by th^ 
Athentan$> haraiTed the country of £lis, where they had 
feized on fevcral towns. By the iicxt year the Eleaa% Pifaant . 
who were the original pofleiTors of the the Olympic race^ /^'^^ '^* 
luui the preiidentaoyer thefe games^ were deprived of that ^^^'/''^ 
humour by the Pifaeans> who, encouraged by the Area- ^^^ ^* 
dians and Argiyes, tool^ upon them the management of 
that folemnity : in the very midfl of thofe excrcifes, the 
gleans attacked the Arcadians and Argives in fuch a man- 
ner, that they had almoft routed them; but being at 
length overpowered, they were forced to retreat to their 
city,, thoiifgh with great honour and applaufe from ihe 
people, who were tb^re affembled from all parts of Greece. 

The Thebans, in the mean time» ever attentive to whujt 7hehan$ 
^ould be turned to their own advantage,' ufed thefe Gre- ^'mattk^ 
cian diflenfions^ as a pretence £6r Increafing their forces ;; ^montf 
wid EpaminondUs thou£;ht it a proper opportunity for his ^'^^ 
countrymen to ipake a bold effort to obtain the dominion 
ftt fea, as they had obtained it, in a jgreat meafure^ skt 
land. He made the j>ropofal in a public afiembly, and 
encouraged their hopes from the experience of the Laco^ 
dasmonians, who, in Xerxes's time had, with ten ihips 
l>Qly at (ba, gained the fuperiority over the Athenians, 
though thefe laft had no fewer than two hundred. Hi^ 
added, that it would be a difgr^ce now to Thebes, to 
fuffer two fuch republics to ingrofs the empire of fo ex«- 
tenfive an element, without an attempt, atleaft, for their 
jhare of it. He reminded them of their late conquefts 
wA fuccefles, as well as of the vaft treafure they had 
amafied, which could hardly be employed in a more noble 
tittempt than the equipment of a powerful fleet. He olv- 
jenred, that if ther were not yet quite fo expert in marit* 
time affairs as their neighbours, they might foon become 
fo ; and, in the mean time, they could be eafily aflifted 
by die Hhodians, Chians, and other feafaring nations: 

(H) This fmall territoiy, between £lis and Meirenia(i), 

wbich is indifferently called and contained, among other 

Triphylia, Triphalia, Triphy- towns of lefTer note, thofe of 

lis, and Triphylos, was fituated Samicum, Lepreum, and Hy- 

on. the coaft of Peloponnefus, pana. 

<i) Polyb. lib. iy» cap* 77* Paufan; k alii, 
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fo tliat, if they were riot wanting to thcmfclves, they h^ 
now a fair opportunity of making as great, if not a greater 
figure at fea, than ever Sparta or Athens had made. The 
people unanimoufly embraced his propofa], not without €Xr 
traordinary appla'ufe, and immediately ordered a hundred 
gallies to be equipped. In the noean time Epaminondas wa«L 
fent to Rhodes, Chios^ and Byzantiumi to fecure thefe ftatea 
to their intereft, and get what aififtance they could afford. 
His negotiations had all the fuccefs that could be wiihed 
for, notwithftanding the ftrenuous opposition of the Athe^* 
nians, and of their admiral. Laches, who was fent with 
a powerful fquadron againft him. But what more effec- 
tually thwarted aH his meafures, was the work that they 
found for him at land, and obliging the Thebans to take 
part in the quarrels that then reigned among their neigh-» 
hours s fo that whatever projeSs they had' concerted^ 
proved abortive for the prefent ; and the death of Epami- 
nondas, which happened not long after, put an effedoa} 
ftop to them, as we fhall fee in the fequel K 

During the abfence of that general, and of his col- 
league Pelopidas, the Orchomenians, being fpirited up by 
fome Theban fugitives, had formed a defign to change the 
Theban government into an ariftocracy } and three hun- 
dred horfemen of the former had been adiually fent, to 
pat it in execution. Their projefl^ however, was difco^ 
▼ered by the vigilance of the magiftrates, who caufed them 
to be feized, and put immediately to. death. They next 
fent a fufficient force againft the city of Orchomenos (EX 
with orders to maflacre all the men, and fell the womea' 
and children for flaves; a cruel revenge, which was punc- 
tually executed ; after which they razed that cekbrated 
city to the ground. Pelopidas was then on his way to 
Theflaly, at the head of a powerful army, whither he had 
been fent to affift the Theffalians, who groaned under the 
tyranny of Alexander the Pheraean. They had made fe- 
veral brave efforts to recover their liberty, but were ftill 
overpowered by that ufurper. It happened, however, 
that, as he was upon his march, an eclipfe of the fun ob- 
liged him to ftop, though contrary to his' own opinion,^ 
he being above regarding fuch fuperftition j but the reft 
of the army being, according to the ignorance of thofe 

I Vide Plut. Diod. Sic. Cor. Nep. Paufan, &c. 

(E) Of this city, which was to fpeak in the hiftory of A- 
pne of the wealthiefl in all chaia* 
Eoeotia, we ihail have occadon 

times. 
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times, greatly alarmed at it^ obliged him to fubmit, as 
they looked upon him to be chiefly concerned in that fi- 
nifter omen. The augurs having confirmed the people 
in that notion by other figns, and pretending that the 
Theban fun was on the point of being eclipfed, Pelopi- 
das having, in vain, endeavoured to difpel their fears 
about him, and explode their notion as ridiculous, and 
beneath his regard, rcfolved to march on, at the head of 
only three hundred horfemen^ who atttfided him as vo- 
lunteers. He was foon after joined by the TheflalianSf 
and encamped in the face of the enemy, though they 
were far fuperior to him in. number. A fierce engage^ 
cient foon enfued, in which both fides fought with un- 
common bravery. The ^lace where the battle was fought ^kg bauU 
was called Cynocephalea, from feveral little hills on it, ^f Cvmw* 
refembling dogs heads, between which extended a large f"^**^ 
plain. Both fides endeavoured, at firft, to poll themfdves 
on tbefe eminences with their foot, whilft Pelopidas ov« 
^ered his cavalry to charge that of the enemy on the 
plain^ where he routed them accordingly : but the tyrant 
gained the tops of the hills, where he greatly annoyed 
the Thefifalians, who endeavoured to force thole afcents i 
fo that Pelopidas was obliged to give over his purfuit, to 
come to their relief. This refpite immediately infpired 
the Theflalians with frefh courage, who began again to 
charge the enemy with refolutton ; and foon threw them 
into fuch diforder, that they were forced to give way. 
Pelopidas no fooner perceived the advantage, than he be- 
gan to look about for Alexander, with a defign of engag- 
ing him hand to hand. At length perceiving him, as he 
endeavoured to rally his troops, he advanced, and chal- 
lenged him to decide the battle by fingle combat. Alex- 
ander, inftead of accepting the ofiler, fled for fhelter 
amidll the thickeft of his guards, which the Theban ge- 
neral attacked with great Fury. While he thus expofed 
his perfon, with more courage than difcretion, he was des- 
perately wounded by a javelin, and afterwards difpatched P^bpida^ 
by the fpears of the enemy. Thus fell the great Pelopi- /0»« 
das, whofe exceflive eagemefs to lay his enemy at his 
feet, made him ruih precipitately on his own death (F), 

which 

(F) Pelopidas was of one of ferved his affiftance. Ejpami- 
the befi families in Thebes, nondas was one of thefim of 
poflefled of a large fortune, whom he made choice, as an 
which he made uie of in re- object worthy of his bounty, 
lieying fuch as wanted and de« though he never could prevail 

upon 
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which i^^ppcncd the firft^ year of tfec we. btjndrc^ an^ 
fourth Olympiad. 

It is not eafy for wprds to expref? the grief and defpair 
which not only his "trave volunteers, bijt, likewife the 
Theflalians, and other allies, expreted at tl\e fig^ht pf their 
flain general : fome of the latter, who ^lad perceived the 
danger he was expofed to, canfie down the hill, with all 
pofliblc fpeed, to his relief; but when they perceived. 



VIpon him to accept of any pre* 
icnts ; which fingular mpdefly 
Wrought fo far upon him, that 
he r^elblved to imitate that'il- 
luftrious youth y and to con? 
forAi him&lf to a plain, fru- 
gal^ and laborious life. From 
thttncefcnrward, the^e appeared 
notliiag either in his dref), ta-» 
l^lc» or way of living, b^u( the 
nioft upaffci^ed fimplicity^ev^n 
whejij^hqwas afterwajr^s rafifed 
to the highefl pofts in the The- 
ban commonwealth. Pelopi- 
das heiiYg- more attentive to tne 
public aSairs, than to his 6*rn 
private concerns, he very much- 
impaired his e(^ate, nptwith* 
ikanding hi6 pkinnefs and oeeo* 
jjomy ; fo that haviog, by that 
4iipe, a great number qf phil- 
dren to prqvide for, he found 
himfelf under fome difficulties 

te had fievcr before tW^ght 
of; and when fome of nia 
friends took occafion ta pb- 
ferve, what an ufefuj and pe- 
ceflary thing money was, he 
only replied, that *' it wasfp 
only to that man yonder;'' 
pointij^g to a poor blind and 
lame pl^ed that fbdod in his 
Yie\Y# 

Plutarch teljs us,j<hatthe 
frieodlhip between him and E- 
paminondas did not begin to 
thew itfelf in fo eminent a de- 
gree till the fieg^ of Mantinea, 
or foon after the peace of An- 
talcidas ; by which time £pa- 



minondas, who|n the fervice 
of his country forced from his 
private lludies, gave fome of 
the firft marks of his valour 
and merit, and of his aife^tioR 
to ^elopidas^ They were both 
at that time fihgaged; and 
their wing giving way, they 
ilood their groHnd, apd fopgi>t 
in each other's defence, tiliPe* 
lo^das^ received a grievous 
wound,"whicb"bade him faU 
among the flain^ Epaminon- 
das, though wounded likewife, 
and believing Pelopidas \o be 
dead| yet chofc to fall with 
him, rather than leave his bo- 
dy in the power of the enemy ; 
and had certainly been flain ui 
the bbody confti^, had not 
th^ Sparun l^ing Agefipoli^,^ 
wi?h ^hora the Thebans were 
then allied, pomis up from thp 
other wjng, and fngtched them 
both from immipent death. 

Pelopidas was' ftout, adtivc, 
and inaefatigabt^, bqld and iti-< 
trepid, and lb fuccefsful, that 
he never i(rfl one battle. So 
well was he fixed in the hearts 
and affedions of .the Thebans, 
.that he was chofen thirteen 
time^ gPV^Qorpf Bfieotia, with* 
out interri|ption^ from the time 
of their recovering the citadel 
of Cadmea, which laid the 
foundation for the recovery of 
the Thehan liberty, in which 
he had the greater (hare, as 
we have already feen.- 

tlial; 
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lliat they werfe ctome too late, both they, and the reft of 
the little army, thbiight of nothing but how tp reyeiigfe 
his death* They rallied, accordingly, as quick as pof- 
fible; charged the ^ftemy afrefli, with fuch defperate 
fury, that thc^, at length, gained a complete vi£tory. 
They killed above three thoufand in the purfuit, befides 
a taiuch greatet number which they had flain on the field 
X){ battle, though they ftill looked upon all thefe advan- 
tages as too fmall 'to c^ompenfate the loft of their brave 
general. After the ba:ttle the Thebans lamented him in 
the moft pathetic manner, and in the moft affeftionate 
terms, fly ling him their father, thdrprbtedldr, and fa- 
viour; whilft the auxiliaries not only bore a mournful and 
fympathifing part, but appeared even to vie with them, in 
tneir expremons 6i grief and concern, and ftrove, by all 
endearing ways, to do honour to his memory. The 
\ehole army, without ftaying to put off their heavy ar- 
tnour, to unbridle their horfes, or even drefs their wounds, 
ran in crowds to the bqdy, and heaped the fpoils of the 
enemy about it. ^hey cut off their own hair, and the Pompous 
manes of their horfes ; and thofe that retired into their funeraL 
tents, neither kindled a fire, nor took any kind of re- 
frefliment ; every city through which they paffed came to 
meet the funeral pomp, with their niagiftrates and priefts 
at their head j bdth they and the inhabitants carrying 
crowns, golden armour, and other trophies, accompanied 
' the corpfe to the place of its interment, where the cere- ^ 

mony was performed by the Theflalians, with a pomp 
and iplendour: worthy ot fo great a general. Thefe peo- 
ple had begged it as a Angular favour of the Thebans, 
that they might bury him, and, in the moft prefling 
terms, had urged as a kind of right due to them, as being 
the greateft fufferers in this public Ibfs : ** For," faid they, 
^^ you have indeed loft a great general, and in that lofs 
lure fhare in common with you ; but we have likewife loft 
all our hopes of recovering our libierty ; and, under this 
heavy misfortune, our paying thefe laft honours to him^ 
may prove fofne fmall alleviation to our forrow.'* Upon 
thefe confideratlons the Thebans were eafily prevailed 
upon to grant their 'requeft. Soon after this event, hav- 
ing received fome reinforcements from Thebes, they ral- lhibaH$ 
lied their troops, in order to revenge the death of their <^<A«' 
brave general. They did not, however, appear implaca- ^^^^^* 
He in the veng^^hte they took, as will appear in the fe- * 

^uel. * ' • 
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A Httlc before the dcatk of Pelopidas, tbc Pcrfian kin|f 
fent an ambafTador to Thebes, with orders fealed, to re- 
ceive the oath of alliance from all the ftates of Greece, 
which was then renewed, and in which that monarch in- 
Cftcd upon the Theb'aris being comprehended ; thoueh 
they had been excluded froth a former treaty, through, the 
partiality of AgeGlaus. The Thebanf, on this occaiion, 
received no ^mall mortification from all the other dates, 
whofe deputies, there aile.mbled, refufed abfolutely to in- 
clude them iti it, on the fame foot and rank with Sparta : 
fo that the ambaffador ihfifting upon it, and refuting t(> 
accept of their oaths, unlefs they engaged to affift Thebes 
with all their power, and upon all occafions» the congrefs 
broke up, every one cliufing to return to their refpeftivc 
homes, rather than Ogn the treaty. This refufal laid the 
Thebans under a great difficulty, it being equally danger- 
ous to force fo many nations to fubmit to the Perfian mo- 
narch's orders, or to incur his rcfentment by not doing it. 
Epaminondas chofe the mildeft way, which ' was to fave 
his country's honouf, without expofing it too farj and 
contented himfelf with obligiujg fhe Achaeans, as being 
the neareft to Bccotia, to enter into an alliance with them. 
He invaded them accordingly with a powerful army, and 
ftruck them with fuch a panic, that, not being able to 
oppofe him, they fent deputies to throw tbemfelves at his 
feet, and implore his mercy. He readily granted their 
requeft ; and told them, that he was not come to fubdue 
them, but to court their friendlhip, and aflured them of 
his proteftion : the alliance was ratified on both fides ; 
and Epaminondas returned with his army into Bceotta^ 
without having committed the leaft hodility. However, 
as their vicinity to the Spartans made them juftly appre- 
henfive of being called to an account for that alliance, 
they prayed, that he would not leave them to their mercy : 
whereupon he appointed them Theban magiftrates in 
mo'ft of their cities, and left numerous garrifons in them ; 
by this wife conduft, and a feigned war, he obtained from 
them what they had refufed in time of peace. 

About the fame time, the Corinthians gave fuch a 
proof of their fidelity to the Spartans, their ancient allies, 
as obtained them the friendfhip and favour of Epaminon- 
das, and of the whole Theban flate. They were then en- 
gaged in a troublefome and daijgerous war againft the Athe- 
nians, who attacked them both by fea and land, whilfl their 
own troops, which had been railed in hafte, were unfit to 

make 
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iMake head againft the invaders. However, they made 
fliift to defend their capital with great vigour and cou- 
rage, and gained feveral confiderable advantages over the 
Athenians: but this fuccefs made them afraid left the 
^nemy fhould call in the Thebans to their afliftance ; for, 
had thefe joined forces with them, Corinth muft have 
been inevitably ruined \ and they had behaved lately in 
iuch a manner to them, efpecially in their ftrenuous op- 
po&tipn to the Perlian treaty, that they had reafon to 
dread their refentment ng lefs than their power. On the 
other hand, fhould they have endeavoured to obtain an 
alliance with them, they were in no lefs danger from the 
Lacedaemonians, who would not have failed to make 
them pay dear for their treachery; for the Corinthian 
territorie» being fituate between thofe of Thebes and 
Sparta, they were fure, that whatever fide they called to 
their aihftance,^ the other would engage as fiercely againft 
them. In this fad dilemma they were, when their ac- 
cuftomed policy fuggefted the following fuccefsful expe- 
dient* 

They fent deputies to Thebes, to make fome overtures Corint^ans 
of peace } which being accepted, they propofed that their /«^ '• ^^* 
allies ihould lifcewife be confulted, to the end that thofe ^^'^^"^ 
that were for war might declare it, and might be autho- J°^^^^^ 
rized to purfue it ; and thofe who were for peace might 
conclude and ratify the pacification. This fecond pro- 
pofal being agreed to by the Thebans, the Corinthians 
fent their deputies to Sparta, to defire that republic's con- 
fent to the peace 5 who addreffed themfelves to the Spar- 
tan council in words to this efFeft : " You fee before you, ^pg^^^ f^ 
O Lacedaemonians, your friends and allies, who come theSpartam 
to acquaint you with their intentions, and are unwilling cQuncU. 
to do any thing without your knowlege and confent. 
Every thing aflures us, that your defign is for carrying on 
the war : whilft we find ourfelves quite exhaufted, and 
unable to continue it, and, on that account, come to beg 
of you to confent, that we may make peace both with 
you and with the Thebans. It is your intcreft, as well as 
ours, to give us fome time to breathe, and to recover our 
exhaufted ftrength ; for, by this means, you will engage 
us, as your allies, to be again ferviceable to you, when- 
ever we ihall be in a fit condition for it ; whereas, by 
obliging us to fuin ourfelves by a new war, you deprive 
yourfelves for ever of all future afliftance from us.*' This 
fpeech had the defired effeftj and the Spartans gave 

them 
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tlicm leave to make peace with the Thebans, tliough, it 
the fame time, they declared, that, as to themfelves, they 
were ftill under a neceffity of continuing the war, till 
MeOeniJ^, which Thebes had deprived them of, was re- 
ftored to them, jaft as they had received it from their an-* 
ceftois. 

The Corinthians loft no time to acquaint the Thebaii 
ftate with what they had done, and to defire the conclu-' 
fion of the propofcd treaty of peace; whereupon thd 
Thebans, who had not underftood them in that fenfe# 
agreed only to admit them into their alliance, but refufcd 
to make any abfolute treaty. The Corinthian deputies 
replied, that fuch an alliance cduld not anfwer their endj 
fince it would not free them From the war, which they 
were fo defirous to Ihun \ and that their power'was con-* 
fined to the concluding of a peace, without any other 
conditions. At the fame time they gave the Thebans to 
tmderftand, that the fear of difobliging their old friends 
and allies, the Spartans, and of expofing tltemfelves to 
their refentment, was the only motive of their refufing the 
propofed alliance with Thebes* 
Peace con- This declaration operated difFcrcntly oil different mem-* 
firmed by jj^^g ^f ^j,^ Theban council* Some felfifti individuals were 
^^ammn' ^^^ ^^^j^^ ^^^ ^jj frfendlhip or regard to the Corinthians j 
but the noble and generous Epaminondas took occafioti 
from it highly to applaud and extol their fidelity to their 
old friends, efpecially at this critical junfture, when their 
declining an alliance with theThebans expofed them to the 
effefts ol their refentment, which they were now in no 
condition to withftand. This, he rightly obferyed to the 
council, was the more to be admired and encouraged by 
the Theban ftate, whofe glory it was to protcft the injur- 
ed, and humble the oppreffors, and by no means to per- 
mit a people to be fufFcrers for their fingular uprightncfs 
and fidelity : in confequence of which, he readily granted 
the rcquefted peace, not only to them, but to all their allies, 
who fliouM be defirous to be included in it, and upon this 
only provifo, that, in cafe of a rupture between Thebes 
and Sparta, Corinth fliould remain neuter, and not take 
part with either fide ; a condition which the Corinthians 
wot only complied with, but religioufly obferved during 
the whole War, that was foon after declared between thofe 
two ftates. But to return to Pelopidas. 
Keva$ of The news of his death had no foorrer reached the The* 
the death of ^^^ capital, but the whole city appeared in deep mourn- 
arnveV ^^S* However, they fent a reinforcement $o the army, 

«/ Thebes. of 



^e Hijiory of Theles. 3 3 

61 fe'ven thbufahd foot,, and feven hundred horfe, as welj 

to revenge the death of tl^at general, as to. in^prove the 

Vi<9:oVy he' haa gained over the enemy j^ by the help of 

which they attacked them fo furioufly,' that they brgkei 

and totally defeated the ftiattered remains of Alexander's Akxanin 

arniy. Then the tyrahi: was forced ta fue for pea£e> ani dtftuttd. 

\o accept it oii fucli conditions a§ the conquerors thought 

fit to imbofe, though they were much more moderate 

than he aeferved, or had reafqh to hope for, or would, in 

^1 likelihood, have obtained^ had thefr brave general 

been ftill alive. They contented .themfelyes with oblijging 

him to reftdre all the towns he had taken from the TlieS 

faliaris ; to withdraw his garrifons out of the places he 

had uhjuftly feized; and to bind himfelf, by an oath, tQ 

fake part with the Thebans in their wars, when, ani 

\i*hierever they fliould require it : on thefe terms they fuf- 

fered him to return iii peace, to his Own dominions.. His 

late misfortunes hiaving rendiered hirji more cruel and 

bloody than ever, fo.that his tyranny becaine quite infup- 

j^ortable, he was at length difpatched iri his bed by hii Murdered. 

wife Thcbe, affilled by her brothers, al?out feven ycar$[ 

tfter his defeat. Hisoody was afterwards dragged along 

flie ftrcets, trodden urider foot, and left a prey to the; 

dogs^ to exprefs a deteftation of the horrid butcheries and - 

inhuman cruelties he'tiad bej?n guilty of (Q).. ^._ 

All this while the 'fhebanj were watching to in^provCf n^hi^e 
ieVery commotion that happened, and every fuccefs they piijb on 
met'wifli'to forward their f^y.ourite projeit lof increafiqg^ their good 
their power, and giving la W3 to Greece* Their late {mc- y^^^^*^* 
cefs in Theflaly, and thq rupture between the Arcadians; 
and Mantineans at the fame time, about the confecratei 
money, which the fprnjer had. taken out of the temple of 
Olympii^ to pay their troopV employed againft the iileans,^ 
who called this apprppaatioh downright facrilege (H),^ 

befidesy 

(G) Among other inftancds and affiance with' him : but to, 

of his cruelties, we are told,^ friends arid foes he was fuch ;» 

thdt he ufed to condemn fome monfter of perfidy and cruelty, . 

to b54 buried alive ; others to ' that he was become hatejful to!,'. 

be fewn upf in bears and boars all about him, apd deferved i^J 

iltihs, and to be baited and fhot" niuch more fevere death ttaa 

at! for his diverfion. He had ' he met with. / 

lik^ivife furprifed and rriafTa- (H) They did not qontent .. 

crifd, in tKdpioft dreadful man- themfelves with condemniiig^j ' 

li'eV, the inhabitants of wholb.'. the a6):ion as facrile^ious, buti 

cities, who were in fHehduiip* brought over feveral of the *• 

Vol, VI* f> council 
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bcfides other difcords that reigned in the different ftates ^ 
Greece, gave freflx encouragement to Thebes to fet up foi* 
arbitrefs in thofe difputes. Thofe, who had embezzled 
thefacred money, and wanted to embroil matters, fent 
advice, that the Arcadians were upon the point of revolt- 
ing to the Spartans, and advifed them to put an immediate 
flop to their defe£lion. At the fame time they difpatched 
fome private direftions to a Theban officer in Tegsea, to 
apprehend feveral of their own people, as difturbers of the 
peace: feveral eminent perfons were accordingly con- 
fined as priforiers of ftatc ; but foon after difcharged, and 
loud complaints were made againft fuch arbitrary and un- 
juft proceedings. The officer was accufed, before the 
i'heban fcnate, for having intermeddled in their affairs, and 
endeavoured to interrupt the good correfpondence between 
the two flated. It was even infifted on by fome of the Te- 
gseans, that he fhould be indifted and proceeded againft by 
his principals ; whilft the more moderate fort, who fore- 
faw the confeqences that were like to attend fuch appeals, 
and that it would infallibly ineenfe the Thebans, loudly 
protefted againft marching into their territories, and en- 
deavoured to prevent it, but in vain. The Thebans were 
then become too powerful and ambitious to mifs fo fair ail 
opportunity of once more getting footing in Pelopohnefus, 
as they had long fince premeditated. Epaminondas was 
fo far from making' a fecret of their defign, that he told 
the Arcadian deputies, as it was on their aiccount that the 
Thebans had engaged iil the war, they had a^ted trea- 
cheroufly with them in making peace with Athens with- 
dut their confent ; however, that when he fhould march 
into Peloponnefus to affift his friends, he would fee what 
proofs they, the Arcadians, would then give of their 
fidelity. This fpeech did not fail to alarm them greatly, 
efpecially as it was fpoken in fuch a magifterial ftyle and 
threatening tone. Even thofe, who were beft affe£led to 



council of ten thoufand, who 
had. at firil confented to it, not 
only to retra6l their opinion, 
but to proteft againft the deed 
as impious, and fuch as would 
entail a curfe on their pofterity. 
The debate was chiefly between 
the Mantineans and Tegaeans ; 
but it was carried to fuch a 
height on both fides, and was 
likely to have caufed fuch dif- 



fenfions among them, that the 
Arcadians thought it neceffary 
to adjuft matters between the 
two contending parties, as well 
a9 with the £lean9 ; but thofe 
who had the greateft ihare of 
the money being unwilling to 
refund it, found means to put 
them into a greater confu(ion» 
by engaging the Thebans m 
the <^uarrelt 

the 
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At Thebans, could not forbear expreffing their diflike of 
.it ; and all the friends of Peloponnefus jreadily agreed with 
the Mantineansj that there was no time to oe loft to ufe 
all proper means to prevent the impending ftorm* 

Athens .and Sparta being applied to, were eafily pre- j confede^ 
vailed upon to afSft the Mantineans, and to engage in a racy form" 
ftria confederacy againft the Thebans. ^o prevent all ^^ ^^'"-^ 
difputea about the command of the army,^ it was agreed, ^^^^ 
that each ftate {hould have it in its own territories ; which 
plaii^ly fhews how alarmed they were at the apprehenfion 
of a irefli invafion of the Thebans. This was a point 
which -neither the Spartans nor Athenians would have fo 
feadily given up to the Arcadians, though the(e had for- 
iperly as ftrenuoufly infifted upon it, even when they 
were almoft reduced to the laft extremity, and had never 
been able to obtain it till now. But Epaminondas was 
thea in full march, at the head of his Boeotian troops, 
with A>me Euboean auxiliaries, and a body of ThefTalian 
horfe $ and was to be joined by the MeiTenians, Argives, 
and feveral other nations, as foon as he had entered Pe« 
loponA^fus. The confederate army againft him had 
ordered their rendezvous at Mantiiiea, the place which, 
they naturally concluded, would be firft attacked, ad 
beiss the chief feat of thofe who had revolted . from the 
Thej^ap^* But, whilft they were fecuring themfelves on HU at* 
that £de, Epaminondas, who wifely conudered how far tf^t on 
this «. 




city 
from. 

and marched all that night, with a defign to. have furprifed 
that.ifnportant capital 5 but, his projeS being timely dif- 
covered, as we have feen in the hiftory of that republic, 
the vigilant king took care to difconcert it; fo that, 
though the Theban general made feveral aiTaults on that 
city, the Spartans behaved with fuch intrepidity, that he 
was forced to retire, and turn his thoughts againft Man- 
Jtinea, which he judged by this time to be quite defence- Againf 
lefs. He judged rightly^ for the place was not only drained ^^»fi^f^ 
of troops, but likewife of its iiihabitants, who took that op- 
portunity, whilft the fcene of war was in Lacedasmon, to 
gather in their harveft, and were fcattered all over the 
country ; fo that he would not have met with any difficulty 
in gaining the town, had not the Athenian auxiliaries 
come unexpeAedly to its relief, and repulfed him. 

Thefe two laft defeats greatly exafperated the Theban 
general, who had never till now been ufed to them, and 
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could not but fbrefee, that they would not only leflen ^itf 
reputation with his allies^ but, if not timely retrieved^ 
would fully the glory of all his former exploits. What 
added to his prefent difficulties was, that the time allotted 
him for this expedition was almoft expired \ fo that he 
had but a (hort fpace left to undertake feme atchievement 
which migb^ recover his honour, and k^ep up the fpirit^ 
of his auxiliaries, and thofe under his prote^on* He 
was engaged very far in the enemy's country, and per- 
ceived how narrowly they watched all. his motions^ and 
how well prepared they were to oppofe hrm,- whatever 
attempt he refolved upon, whether to attack them or ta 
jretreat. Under all thefe difficulties he conCidered. that no* 
time muft be* loft ; but that he mufl immediately refolv^ 
upon a decifive battle, in which,' if his former fortune 
followed him, he might at once retnere 1m^ affairs, and 
make himfelf mailer of Peloponnefus- j or, if that failed 
him, as it had lately done, be^fhotzld fall bonotirably in 
Battle of the attempt. We have already given an account of the 
Mantinea, yj fuccefs of this action with refpeO: to Epaminondas r 

ZfTva' ^« *^" ^^y ^^^* ^^^' ^^ ^^^^ *<^ w^f^ft difpoGtlon of 
lour. . his troops, attacked and fought with the moft {ftttepid 
courage, opened a way through the Spartan troop«, and 
threw them into confufion, and made fuch a fi^ilgbteri 
' that the field of battle was covered with ' their v^cHilsfded 
and ilain. But hazarding . his perfon, with ' a ra!6inefs 
which is inexcafable in'a general, he receiired a-great 
Wounded number of wounds, oneof which proved mortal,'' As he 
andfiain. had penetrated among the thickeft of the enemy, it wat 
not without great difficulty that he was refcued bjr his 
brave Tb^bans, and brought alive, though fp^eehieft^ 
into his tent. /As foon as be had recovered himfelf^ he 
afked his friends that were about him, what was becohie 
of his (hield j which, when it . was brought to him, be 
kifled. He next enquired which fide had gained die tiG*^ 
tory, and, being anfwered, the Thebans, he replied, 
\%, of Fl. " Then all is well.** Obferving fome of his friehds bc- 
1986. wailing bis untimely death, and his leaving no children 
Ante Cbr. jjgtind him, he is faid to have anfwered, *< Yes, I have left 
^ two fair daughters, the viftqry of Leu£lra, and this of 

Laft Mantinea, to perpetuate my memory." As foon as the 

mwrds. javelin that ftuck in his body was withdrawn, be ex- 
pired". 

. ttPlut. in Epaminond. Corn, Nep. in Vita Epaminond. Paufan. 
in MeiTen. k Lacon. Juftin, lib. vi, cap. 7. i>iod. Slcol, lib, xv. 
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The confequence of that noble general's fall» and bf this 
Uopdj fight, in which neither fide could boaft any great 
advantage over the other, was, that both parties agreed to 
a ceflTation of arms, and parted, as it were, by confeiit, 
to take cafe of their wounded and flain. The Thebans, 
indeed, thus far gained the greater fliare of glory, that 
they renewed the fight, and, after a moft defperatc con- 
teft, gained the viftory over thofe S{:iartans that oppofed 
them, and refcued the body of their dying general out of 
their hands. However, an efFeflrual end was put to thi$ 
bloody war, and a general peace agreed on by all but 
6parta ; who refufed it only becaufe the Meflenians were 4 gemral 
included in it ", But, as to the Thebans, they had no pMcf r»«- 
great reafon to boaft of this dear*-bought viftory, fince ^^^^ 
their power and glory began to decline from that time ; 
fb that it may be truly faid^ that it rofe and fet with their 
great general (I), ^^^ 

B Xenoph. ubi fupra, lib. viii. Plut. Juftin. l^od. Sic. ftc, ubi 
fupra. 



. (I) Epaminondas, in all re- 
feeds, whether as 3 foldier, 
itatefman, or philofopher, is 
allowed to have been not only 
the firft man of his time, as 
Cicero juflly ftyles him, but 
the greateA, perhaps, that ^v 
$ige or nation ever produced, 
being poflefled of all thofe vir- 
tues in an eminent degree, and 
without any one vice or failing, 
which, in other great men, 
were neither fo perfe<S^ly unit- 
ed, nor fo wholly free from 
alloy. He was of one of the 
greateil and moll opulent fai- 
miUes in Thebes | but Polym- 
nis, his father, had been fo 
liberal in his education, in 
furnifliing him with the heSf, 
maft^s that Greece could af- 
ford, that he had quite im- 
poveriOied his ei^te, and had 
hardly any other fortune to 
leave him, than what he had 
beflowed on him in this man- 
ner. Notwithflanding the ho- 
nours he had enjoyed, he 



fcarcely left enough to burjr 
him at his death. 

What completes the high 
character of this excellent pa- 
triot and general, is, that his 
focial virtues, both with re- 
fpe£t to his , countty and him- 
felf, ihone even with a brighter 
luflre than his military talents. 
Never man ihewed a more ge- 
nerous difintereflednefs with 
regard to himfelf, nor a more 
fincere and unfhaken zeal for 
the public good. The Per- 
fians, knowing of what con- 
fequence it would be to bring 
him over to their intereft, 
fpared neither promifes nor 
bribes to efiedt it ; but were fo 
far from fucceeding, that they 
conflantly received the moll 
mortifying repulfes. Diome- 
don, of Cyzicus, and the ty- 
rant Jafon, attempted to cor- 
rupt him with great fums of 
money, which he rejedt^d with 
difdain and indignatio|i. He 
would not even x^eceive the pre- 
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Viiillcw' But It was not Thebes alone that fuffercd by his lofs,. 
fequ$nce4 fince we may fafely add, that all Greece (hared in it; for 
^ ^'' the peace, which was fuddenly concluded upon it, feems 



ffents fent him by Arcelius, al- 
though his acceptance of them 
was not inconfiKcnt with vir- 
tue ; nor would he allow Pe- 
lopidas to fupply his neceffities* 
The truth is, he had no reliih 
for the luxuries of life, and be- 
ing an enthufiaft in patriotifm, 
he affe^led the appearance of 
poverty, in order, by his ex- 
ample, to detach his fellow- 
citizens from all temptations 
tip corruption. 

J^eing one day invited to a 
fumptuous feajft, in which he 
obferred a profufion of every 
thing that was delicious and 
coftly, he contented himfelf 
with iom6 of the rtieaneft fare, 
and would drink nothing bu^ 
ibur wine^ and being aiked 
why hedidfo, anfwered, " For 
fear I (l^eJuld forget hbw I live 
at home." Upon fuch an- 
other invitation, he was (b 
ihocked at the luxury arid pro^. 
fuiiori of the diflies and per- 
fumes, that he exclaimed, "I 
thought you were going to offer 
fome grand facnfice to the 

fods, infbead of a fhameful de- 
auch ;" and went away im- 
mediately. At a grand fefti- 
val, when every citizen ap- 
peared in a fplendid drefs, an- 
ointed with the richefl per- 
fumes ; and the folemnity was 
to conclude with mutual en- 
tertainments, at their refpec- 
tive houfes, in which nothing 
was to be fpared that could 
promote their mirth and good 
chear j fipansinondas appeared 



in a plainer 'drefs than ufaal, 
without, either ornament or 
perfume ; and, inftead of fead- 
mg with any of the citizens, 
continued walking up and down 
in a peniive mood, in the pub- 
lic fquare of the city. Being 
aiked by one of his friends^ 
why he thus declined to par- 
take of the public rejoicing ; 
he replied, *♦ I do it, that^ 
there may be at leaft one per- 
fon to mind the fafety or the 
city, whilft the reft are drodfn- 
cd in wine and mirth." By 
which fatirical reproofs he, by 
degrees, fo far reformed the 
manners of the Thebaps, that 
they feemed to vie with one 
another in the emulation of 
his virtues. 

To conclude, he was judi- 
cious and grave, but yet afBble, 
continent, and patient of inju- 
ries, companionate to hi^ fel- 
low-creatures, and lb ftri6Uy 
juft, and fo fincere a lover of 
truth, that he would not tell a 
lie even in jeft. He was ef- 
teemed a fine fpcaker, but was 
far from valuing himfelf upon 
that talent; for, it was ob- 
ferved, that nobody knew more, 
or fpoke lefs, than he. Yet 
he did not admire the laconic 
ftyle, Or magifierial brevity, 
on which the Spartans valued 
themfelves ; but he feverely 
rallied them for it, and told 
them, that, among other 
marks of fuperiority over them, 
he had made them lengthen 
their monofyllables (i). 






(i) Vide Plutarch. Xenoph. Diod^Sic. & alios fupra citat> 
JVIeurf. De U Tour, Paliner, & Stanyaq Hilt. Grsec^ k al, mulCi 
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not only ta have flackened the zeal of the principal dates 
of it, but even to have thrown them, as well as the The- 
bansy into a perfef): date of indolence and remifihefs ; in« 
fomuch that, looking now upon themfelves as rid of all 
their fears, they gave themfelves, in fome meafure, up 
to luxury and idlenefs, to fhews, fports, and feilivals; 
and thereby afforded the Macedonians, a barbarous and 
obfcure nation, encouragement to make that bold attempt 
on the Grecian liberties, of which the reader may find an ' 
account in the hiftory of Athens, and elfewhere. Wc 
confine ourfelyes, in this place, to the (hare which the 
Thebans, and other auxiliaries, bore in that war ^ the 
firft was in the fuccours they fent to the Eubceans, by Ththans m 
which they got footing in that ifland, as has been already Euhma. 
mentioned. Its inhabitants being now divided into two 
fadions, one party had recourfe to the Athenians, and 
the other to the Thebans. The former, who, among 
other advantages, had been ufed to draw a confiderable 
revenue from thence, were not a little alarmed at the pro- 
greis which the Thebans had made in it ; but, as they 
had their hands full, and could hardly maintain their juri£- 
di£Hon in other parts, they did not exert themfelves fo 
vigoroufly as the cafe required, till their br^ve general 
TimQtheus, with his ufual eloquence, rouzed them into 
exertion. ** What \ faid he, the Thebans in Euboea, and 
you ftill here ! They in a£i;ion, and you ftand deliberat- 
ing ! You have not yet covered the fea with your veffels ! 
you are not running down to the pyraeum ! you arc 
not yet under fail I** By thefe ftort fpeechesi he fo iham- 
ed and ftimulated the Athenians, that they had made all Drivm 
the neceflary preparations in five days, and foon after out, 
drove the Thebans out of the ifland. 

This is, probably, One of the laft inftances of Thebes ngirdt* 
being applied to by any ftates, or of her making any figure ciine» . 
in Greece. She fcarcely bore any ihare in the Social . 
war ; and, in the Fhocian, fhe was one of thofe ftates phoclam 
that declared againft that nation, and furnifhed their W4ir. 
quota of troops with the Theffalians and Locrians^ but 
they were defeated by Philomelus, the Phocian general, 
at the firft onfet. Neverthelefs, having increafed their 
troops to thirteen thoufand men, they continued to make 
head againft him, and not only for a time ftopped his pro» 
grefs, but foon after gained a confiderable advantage m a 
woody country. Being much fuperior in number, they 
flew a great many of his forces ; and Philomelus himfelf 
loft his life. The Thebans, thinking the Fhocian war at 
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an end ^"itht^is general, wIt)i4cQw their ^rc^$^; b.^ bU 
brpther Onomarchus, a person equally concur n,e4 in it with 
|be decafed^ being likewife fined by the Amftii^jomc 
court in a greater fum than he could p^y, put bi^^^lf at 
the head of the Fhocians \ and, having p^lig^4 the Theft) 
falians to remain neuter, repQwed hoftilities againft tb^ 
other two, and took feveral places ftom tbem. The The-, 
l^ns, thus invaded, were forced to take the fi.^M ^aJn, 
and at length flopped his career, though with great 'diffi- 
culty, as they had juft before fent five thoufao4 of theii? 
forces to aifift Artabazus in Afia. Onom^r^bu^., ,>£ter 
Thehans having gained feveral advantages againft Philip of ISifoiCe-r 
dffeate , ^^^^ ^^ ^^ length defeated, taken, a,nd hanged, by that 
monarch 9 and all the other prifoners wer^ condei^;ied 
likewife to deatb, as guilty of facrilege. The Phpcian, or 
Sacred war, was, however, far froipn being brought to a 
conclufipn by the death of thaj: general, and his s^dherents, 
though, fromrtl\at period, it^began tp take a new face, and 
was carried on in a different way* Pbyilus, tKe h^glhi^r 
pf Onomarchus, a wealthy Pba^ian, put himfeif &011 
after at x\\c head of their troops ; and having, by duit of 
money, augmented his army- with fome thoufends of 
auxiliaries, renewed it with fre^i vigour in Boecitia ; \^ut 
}^ was fo effe£tually worfted in tbr^ci difler^nt engage-? 
^xients agaitift the Thebans, that he. thought fit to. abandon 
the country, an^d turn hiS' forces 'againft the. Locrians f 
where, through he proved fon^ewhat more fgiw:e&£ul, yet 
be wjis foon after carried qfFby ficknef$, suid fuiJC€fided:by 
J^b^lecps, Onomarchus's £?n, then a minor, 2(nd under tic 
tuition of M^ffas > which lift- was Uk/ewife killed in . the 
jfirft engagement, he had ^with. the I^ocri^ns. From thi$ 
' time, the war degenerated iiito (ki<"roi{he$ and .depreda- 
tions 5 in which though the TJb^b^ns generally acquired a 
andiX' good ftja^e of plunder, yet t|)ey were, fo far exhaufted'by 
haufied. ^^ ^gj.^ ^^^ jj^gy vitxt reduced to great ftr«aits, and 
forced to have, recqurfe. to the king of Perfia,*fr6m v^hom 
* \ they eafily obtained the fum of three hundred, talents. 

By this time the Phocians had '£d fUr encroached on the 
^reafury of the E|€jlphic teiriple, that all Greece were 
farmed 5 fo that, to ayoid a worfr confequence, they 
were forced to appoint cpnufti®Qners to enquire into that 
affair, and to. punifli thofe who had the greateft hand 
in the enibesszlement. Thefe deprived Phatecujs of the 
command, though he was reftored to it again,, as foon as 
juftice had been done on the other delinquents, among 
33rhom ope fhyoj who had.be^iii ejitrjifted with the .biilk 
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pf the we^lth^ yaa cppdcfuped to fee.ra^kpd to ^«tbt 

T^is laft, in the c^trewty of torturie, imp^fiched m^nf.ni 

Jiis accomplices, whp \v9fe likewife p^^cuted, |tpi|gl| 

(bey had reftored all that was left of it in their baqds {1S^% 

The Thebaas were at length fo exhaujled by continijail ^ 

preda4:i9ns, that, being no longer, ^l?il? tf^ fuftain t^^ ^f J^f 

to any advantage, they'ha^ r^courfe tjo.kinj Philip, wb^ Haveny 

iiad till now afFe^pd a kind of neutrality in ,th^ir quatf-r coutfe to- 

rels ; but was not a Uttle ple^fed to fe^ tjie contending *'»4f /*^* 

parties harafs aad weaken each other |fo fuch a (jegree^, a^ ^'^* 

^ould foon give him ^n pppo^tu^ity of a£ting a difibrenl 

Eait. Nothing could, have happened oiQre anfwerable tq llieonfi* 
is ambitious views, than ^his falfe ftep gf the Thebi^as, oumcu •/ 
nor prove mojrc fatal not only to themfelves, but to tbcli-^ i^at,<finff^ 
^erties of Greece ; for the Theflalians, vbo had bec^ ^^* 
privately drawn ipto Philip's intereO: ever (ince hi$ aC^ 
ceilion to the throne, were now eafily prevailed. up<»n to 
ptter into this new confederacy. Several other Grecian 
ftates, when they found themfelves oppr^fled by theJr 
neighbours, made no difficulty to apply to the INlacedor 
^an king, as to a commxm friend and protestor, and fel* 
dom failed oif meeting with fuitable en^Quiragement; and, 
though this did np( happen till fome time ^er, when he 
had got an abfolute fway in the court of the Amphidyons^ 
^et the Thebaps are juftly blamed for having been the 
authors of this fatal precedent, and confequently <)f be- 
traying the liberties of Greece. 

Hitherto Philip bad not been engaged in this war $ PhUifi's 
what he \^^d 4pne agajf^ft OpcMUiU'chus, and his accom'* policy* 
pljices, ^as only under pretence of prote3ing the Theffn 
U^sxs agaii^ft their oppreifors : but his fuccefs againft the ^ 

pne, and feeming generofity to the other, gained Wm .vair^,.-. 
fuch efieeni) a§ ^fily induced him not only toei^^rge hia 
yiew:8, but to a£b nu)re openly. Under ppetenoe of 
fliuu^ching againft the fjacrilegious Fhocians, he attempted jitumpt on 
to g?in the ftreights pf ThcrmopyJiaB, the pofleflion oi Jf^mm- 
which would hav^ opened him aaeaty pa0age into Greece. 
Ue was, howevei^i riepulfed for this time in that attempt 
by the A^^^i^^^9 ^^^ 1^7 ^^ft expolied to this paflage, 
^ we have lelfi^where fepn. But this effort failed not to 

(K) The am9^nt of w^at aboye.ten thoufand talent? 1 an 
had bqen tak^n out of the Del- . immenfe fum, and exceedii^{ 
phic treafury, during this war, by far what Alexander the 
in pre^entSy bribes, and othei' Great found afterwards in that 
exigences, was computed, we of the jPerfiansi 
are told, to have amounted to 
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idirm them^ and the other ftates of Greece ; and De« 
mofthenes, whO) by this time, was grown into fome re^ 
putation^ had no fmaU (hare in opening the eyes of the 
Greeks to the danger they were in from that afpiring mo- 
narch. But the war proving unfavourable to the Athe* 
Fimti nianSy they found themfelves obliged to fue to him for 
^i>* .• peace v which, being what he wimed, he readily granted, 
4tti$M$. though ftill, on fome pretence or other, he deferred the 
execution of it, till he had brought his forces into Thefr 
faly, in order to attack the Phocians, who were now 
fupported only by the Spartans. This peace Philip, by 
his great largefles and munificence, procured to be made 
fo nuich in his own favour, that he was fufiered to purfue 
Sw€cgfi his meafures, to feize the ftreights of Thermopylae, to 
m/^ the p0Q|i ijjg numerous forces into Phocis, in conjun£bion with 
flmianu ^^ Thebans, and to pu^ a^ end to that long and deftruc-t 

tive war. 
Dmtffthg' Thefe fuccefles had, by this time, given the Macedo* 
*/' ^k'"' **^*'^ monarch fuch footing in Greece, and fuch an ^bfo- 
!mj to in'-^' *^^® fway, efpecially over the Amphiftyonic court, the 
nfmi/i the far greater part of whom his gold had entirely gained to 
^keboMs. his intereft and fervice, and his ambitious views became 
fo vifible, that Demofthenes was again forced to found 
the alarm, and to propofe to his Athenians a new con- 
federacy againft him ; to which they readily agreed. 
The Thebans, now become fo confideraole, were the firft 
invited into this new alliance. The Athenian orator 
offered himfelf to be one of the deputies, to prevail upon 
them to accede; and was accordingly fent on that im- 
portant errand. Philip, on the other fide, no lefs emii^ 
PMTtp*! loiis to keep them in his intereft, fent thither his own de^ 
^Ufmtiei. puties, the principal of whom was Python, a Byzantine 
by birth, who had been lately made a free citizen of 
Athens, but fince gained over by that monarch. Thefe, 
being allowed to fpeak firft, failed not' to difplay their 
rhetoric in favour of the Macedonian king, and to reca-» 
pitulate to the Thebans 'the fingular advantages' which 
their alliance with him had procured to their ftate, and 
the many fi'gnal favours they had received from him ; re* 
minding thenv, at the fame- time, of the frequent provo- 
cations and injuries they had fuffered from the Athenians. 
They made ufe of feveral other motives to confirm thenj 
in their friendfliip with the Macedonians, fuch as the 
great profpeft of plunder which Attica would yield them i 
this they faid would be of greater advantage to them thau^ 
having their own country made the fqeiie of a bloodj 

war* 
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\rar> which miift prove infallibly the eafe, if they pr^ 
fiiine4 to ally themielves with the Athenians. They cpn* 
clu4ed with propofing the alternsitiye) whether they wo«|ld 
join Philip in his inv^fion into Attica, give him a free 
pafiage to Boeotia, or be the firft that (hould feel the ef« 
ie£ls of his refent^nent for their ungrateful defe^iion. 

The Thebans felt the weight of all thefe arguments, as 
well as the danger to which their declaring on either fide 
would expofe theip, and againft wUch they were but 
poorly prepared, having ftill a lively remembrance of the 
miferies they had endured, efpecially as they ftill (marted 
from the wounds they had received in the Pbocian war. 
Upon thefe confiderations, they ihewed fo little incli-* 
nation to concur with either part, that nothing lefs than 
the eloquence of Demofthenes could have determined Dsmoflht'' 
them to lav afide all fear, and expofe diemfelves to the ms^^tdu 
dangers ot a new war. When this great orator, who 
fpoke next, canie to difplay his talents, and to fet Philip's 
^imbitiousTiews in a true light ; to fhew them the fie- 
ceffity of a&ing againft him as the common enemy of 
preece \ w;hen he inftanced his lately feizing the city of 
Plataea, with the manner of his doing it, and demonftrated 
)iow it would fare with Thebes and Boeotia, ihould that 
monarch fo far fucceed as to fubdue Attica ; and that 
he would never defift till he had brought all Greece 
under his yoke \ the Thebans were fo efie£kually alarmed 
i&t their own and the public danger, that they could 
fcarcely contain themfelves. The energy of his difcourfe 
roufed them to fuch a pitch £of enthuiiafm, that they 
immediately declared againft their late ally and protestor, 
and readily entered into the propofed confederacy at all 
adventures. We have feen the ill fuccefs of it in the <[kAMi 
Athenian hiftory, to which we refer our readers : we fhall ^ wiik 
only add, that it foonafter brought on the famous battle ^^» 
of dheronxa, which was won by the Maeedonians, and 
in which the Thebans, who were in the right wing, he^ 
haved with theic ufual bravery, till Alexander, king Philip's Sa^nd It* 
fon, fell defperately upon their £icred legi<»i, and cut them gioMcui^. 
all in pieces. 

Upon the defeat of the confederates, Philip, though he pAUip*j ry. 
treated the Athenians with great moderation, yetescprefled 'vengin 
fuch refentment againft the Thebans, for renouncing his tj^^^ 
dliance, that he ufed them like traitors and criminals. ^^'"' 
Though the peace was on the point of being renewed, he 
pot only n^ade IJi^xp pay dear for tb$ iranfom of their pri« 

fonersj 
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fwiers, but even- for feate to bury thkir dead. He after* 
vnrAs found a way> cither by the iydftf, banifliment, 
Keahryfineff, Of Other fet^rities, t& drjve from the city and 
ftatc of Thebes, the pfinelpal meh, who had been moll 
zealous in oppofing hi^ intereft, and to feize their eftates^ 
by which means ne fo intimidated the reft, that the 
. greateft pai^t of them beeame entirely his creatures. His 
next ftep was to recall thofe who had been baniftied for 
fticrificing their country to his ihter^ft. Thefe he pro- 
moted to the Wghcft pofts in the governriient and magi-t 
Uracy, and granted! them, beficfes other krge g'ratuitiesjj 
thfe power of life and death over th'(>fe'wfro had becTl the 
chief promoters of their banifbnient. By thefe TeveHties, 
he fecured to hrnifdf an arbitrary power over them i and^; 
Having moreover' obliged them to receive a Macedonian 
garrifon into their citadel, he raifified the peace wifh tfhem 
dnd the Athenians^ Thefe were fom'e of the fatal confe- 
quenees of their alliance with that fbreign and ambitious 
ftioharch, in which, if they fufFered more than the other 
Grecian ftates, they couid blame none but tbemfelves^ 
iSnce they laid the foundation of all t§\e difaftert to vtrhich 
Greece was now, and afterwards expbfed, 

S EC T. 11. 

%he Hifif^y of ijjej^jsral States, ofQree^, from the hc^ 
gxming of .the Aclmm League hy its Dijj^iimu 

The Hiftory of Athaia. 

* \ A I^L Greece, in the ajge^ we are now to write of, mvtf 

^f* bo reduced totheithrec' ftai^es of Ach^ia, -flEtolia, and 

• " Athene; There vkrcre,-itiff true, at this tii«e» feVeral other 

tepuUicis in G^reece; but as- they only aAed an under- 
paft^and in cbn}i](rl6bioii fometimes with one and fome-. 
- - tiiries with anotlicr of the ndore powerful ftates juft* new 
^ . Iliiiei>vii4^fi^d^'th«fr hifllories are fo^ interwoven witbthofd 
of the greater republics, that, to deliver them feparately> 
woutd be only fwelling the work'with needlefs repetitions- 
The name of Achaia was' ufed by the ancients in three dif- 
feredt fciifes. In the earKer ages it •comprehended all the 
provinces of that grdal 'continent, M^hich the geographers, 
ftrid^ly' fpea'king; ca^l Greece ; that is, Attica, Megaris, 
liooris, Phocfef BeSoftta, the territofy of Thebes, jEtolia, 
« •*- -i and 
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fti^ |)ori$» hk aftwir^i^es it ;was con&dett to that coundry 
2X1 Pdopoanefiifr which wss^poflTefled. by the Achseans, and 
exteoded along the hxf. of Cormth> and the Ionian fea^ 
from the confines pi Sipyon to the territojcy of Elis. In 
the Roman timies/ the: natpe of Achaia comprifed not only 
idl Peloponnofuei bnlftiGh other eities beyond the Ifthmus 
as bad enlerediinlx>jjbe. Achaean league; upon the difib** 
lution of .which all.Gllsece was> by Zi decjK^ of the Rab> * 
man fen^te» divided into two. provmeasy yiz^ tbatofJV^at^ 
ceddnid, contaii\ing.^cedonia and Th^ly ^ and that of 
Achaiaj which compxifeid ^11 the; other ftates of Groeca 
We fcaTe already cfefcribed the country; and.ihall there- 
for^ now prbceedi to the hiftdryl of a.|*eople, who not biily 
maintained: their ovitn. . liberties amKlft- innumerable 'tip 
rahts»^but. reAoredmQft, of the Greek citieB to theiranb 
dent {ree4om« ; ! • - 

^ :Achdi^ t)rigina%jOf; fn^II accouiit^vrofe^. by ddgreer, 
to.fiidi a height of-f^pultation. and^pirofperity^ as to H>va^ 
jEod. eren e<Sipfe^;tbr; moft powerful* ibztes 6f Grcsod 
This great incmafd qfc pKKWier was- not owing ciihet toltht 
mA^Tuaxaba^f bc.extr^iordcnary yakHu:,. oft its inh^tadt% 
lnilr.ibldy to^ htt ^htokfome ]awfi>> a^ fafi^py conftit;!^ 
for die Achasansy Jaf t^rhaviiigi HHak&i dSt the tyratinicflft 
jcbtoiureggiLpQWcxflicxititd to thcBB&tres^ onihe^pian 
Qf,a«de3Vi|QCffki:yK:Ja'jneM fyftcm of ^verihnenitywhich^fil*- 
taimngrby: dc^ceby aiiiall :tht' cititt^ofe their fmall; ref^ydr 
UCf/ mnitdd theittG-ifilni one. body, • 4nd>' a6 the ^ fame • dtn«^ 
left .cfaeni.siir iuUr^Qfle(I]on:>o£ theiry refpefitive libertje^ 
acnd} q]iit;(} indopendeiit(iOfi>eacfa. jctfher^ TKo^ all' 'the*"' 
Achfii^ins- werd itQt bnty 'joined togethieri by a.firin aU6» , ' 
aiice$».and.gqann&ed4>y>tfa£;&mcvW^s| but m0reoveir>ha^ '^ 
tbJBjhms/rdohtft iifdUgbni iind.nieafdices^ jthe famei«nd^ ^l .. 
giftrateS) council, and judges; and, in ihort, every thing >v 
fo' unitform,' (h^ all A«}fai^4e6med^bot me^'tityk- '-l^is ^ ^ 
concord invited many of the Peloponnefians to embrate ' " 
&eir 'foomiof gofloerhidefii^ and iacpede to die A^dxse^ :al- 
fiaitce; while, in the mestn time^ the authors of thi« int 
ftitntiM reaped no ailvan^ge by their acceflion; f or n* 
focMier did any city receive their laWs^, but it was admitted 
tothc'crijbymeritof th^ fame rights' and 'privilege^ with 
the reft. Neither \lras the faijie of thfeii? wife laws; and 

'mfW,iB^^^^^"*^^tj C0Qf?J^i^ within! u\i narrow bounds of 
Peloponi^efus^ but even reached.* thcV^ie^k colonies. in 
Italy.^ where ttie; Crotonlatesj , the . p^yb^tes^ and the 
Cauloniates, agreed lO.adapt the M^9ss^Mw3g and .form 

of 
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of goirernm^nt ^ (L)« The Lacedtemonianflr and 
■had fuch an efteem for their impardai juftice smd equity, 
that they chofe them, after the famous battle of Leuf^ra^ 
to compofe fome differences that were ftill fubfifiing be* 
tWeen them. The contending parties \trere not induced 
to refer their differences to the arbitration of the Acbs&i* 
ans by any argument of their greatnefs or* power, there 
' beitig no ftate^at that time^ in all Greece, that was not 
•fvperior to them in both thefe t^t&» ; but merely in 
confideration pf their juftice and probity, which had ac* 
quired them a general good opinion. 

This form of government continued from the expulfion 
■iS' Gyges, the laii king of Achaiay to the time of Alex^ 
wilder the Great ; upon whofe death, this little republic 
was involved in all the calamities that. are infeparable 
from difcord. The fpirit of patriotifm no longer pre* 
fTailed among them, each city purfuing their pnvate-in- 
4ereft, to the prejudice and deftrudion of their he^h* 
l)Ours« As thefe diffenfions and emulations were ar^^** 
xially fown, and carefully fomented, by the Macedohiah 
.princes, fo they failed not to take their .advantage af 
them; for Deqi^trius, Caffander, and Antigonus Gonap^^ 
Kus, feizing on fome of their cities,- iibUged them to r^ 
jceive the Macedoiuaii yoke. In thbpunliappy' fitoationj 
they changed mafters as often as Macedojr cfaangcd^fove* 
•fftipis ; and were enilaved by tyrants of their ownr^ho; 
a8.tfaey efpoufed the Macedonian ia tcr eft, fo they Wtcre 
^pported with the whole ftrengtB^bf t}iit kingdom. ^ ^ . - 
Yr. of Fl. wifTi^e Achxans, accuftomed to i live aqcording to their 
A ^***Chr •^*>'*****'^s> and to enjoy liberty and freedom, could not 
^^%^^ * htodk fo flavi&a fubje^iion; and thistefore, in the^one 
' -hittdied and twentyfourtb .Olympiad, vHuch wae'coin^ 

anUagu$ r^v Polyb. lib. it^ S^U&n* in Acbak* . ,n ^F Polyb. ftPaufafi* 
te^/ivid* ubifupra. . : v.*.,'^.'. 

(L).Folybius. tdls^ us, that mthfuchfuecefs, thatall thofe 
f^reat difturbances arifing a* . cities* b3r< common cQn&nt^ 
^ong the Greek cities, in that agreed to iipitate them, and to 
part of Italy which was called form themielves according , tp 
Magna Gnecia, ambailadors the example of the Achsean 
were difpatched to them: from republic* Whereupon, unit* 
^11 parts of Greece; but that ing in one bodv, thgr built a 
tbecouncilonly of thefAchae- temple to Jupiter l£>moriu8, 
ans was chofen tp cure thofe appointing that place for the 

Seat evils, and compofe the conmfk of thdr general af*> 
iienfions ; which ^ey did femblies. 

cident 
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tident. with the expedition of Pyrrhus into Italy, they 
began to revive their ancient union, and return to their 
former aflbciation. The inhabitants of Patra and Dyma 
Tet the firft example of this happy change ; five years af- 
ter, thofe of jEgium, /having driven out the Macedonian 
farrifon, acceded to the alliance. The inhabitants of 
iura followed their example, having firft killed their 
prince or tyrant; and, foon softer, thofe of Cerauhia in* 
corporated their city into the fame Achaean body, Ifeas^ 
their tyrant, refigning the dominion, upon promifc of 
indemnity for what was pafled- 

The cities we have mentioned were the firft that re- 
vived the ancient aflbciation, continuing, for the fpace of 
twenty-five years, to maintain the fame form of govern- 
ment, without being joined by any others: but, at laft, 
the good order that reigned in this little republic, where 
liberty and equalit;y, wit;h a fince;re zegl.for juftice and 
the public welfare^ fw^rc the foudamentai principles of 
tbdr government, drei^ feveral neighbouring cities to 
join them. Sicyon wa^ 6ne of the firft that acceded in 
this manner, being induced thereunto by Aratus (M) the 
* •- ••••-.; '. • -Si- 

(M) Aratus, ai}^tivex)f Si- fion that filled the houfe .wbe^i 

cyon, played, on ,thjs occa- his f^t^er was killed. As.M 

£6n, a noble part, ou.the fla^e was wandering about th^;cii:y| 

of ai^oD, which rendered his in tlie utiiioil confle]*natiQn ana 

iiame famous all qvp: .Orcece. diJQtref?^; he accidentally en* 

Sicyon, having long mourned tered the hbkife of the tyraiit*s 

under the yoke of her donief- fifler,. with a defign to qonccajl 

tic tyrants, attempted to fhake himfelf there' till tVe. tumtdit 

it off, by devolving the power Ihould be over; for he knew 

on CUiiLias, the. father of Ara- not tp whom it belonged, ^lie 

tys, OB^e of her befl citizens. tyrai;t*s fii^ery being peifuaded 

The government bejgan. to flou- that this deiiitute infant had 

riih, and affume a. hew form, taken refyig^' VfP^er her: roof 

under his wife conduct, when by the impujfe of fome.deitjrj 

Abantidas found means to caufed him to be fecretly'con; 

difcoBcert his meafures, and vpyed to Argos, where. ne was 

take the whole power into his educated with the utmofl cac^ 

owii hands. He killed Cii- by fome hofpitable friends, f^oj^ ' 

nias, and with him all thofe his father. . The new tyranny 

who flood up for the liberties had paffed through f<^vef^i 

of their country ; and would hands, When Aratus, .being 

havelikewifedeflroyed Aratus, come to man's eflate, b^n 

who was then but feven years to entertain thoughts of reP 

old, had not the infant ef- cuing .his country froni,. the 

caped, with fome others, a- oppreffion it groaned uhdeK 

snidft the diforders and coivfa- He was greatly reipe&ed, both 

for 
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Slcyohiari, wlio, at t1ie age of twenty' yfea^s, xttaiti mS 
country trom tvraniVy, and rertored'^his- fellow-citizefti 
to tlie enjoyment of ttfeir former liberties. Eighlt years 
after lie Had e^gaged^his country in the Achxan league^ 
lie took, by -fiirprizei AcrO-GorihtK (N), and alfo the 

city 

«... * 

for his birth, and the maiiy batnt it doWn to the ground in 

excellent qualities, which he a few minutes* Thus wa? Si* 

4)€gaii' already to difplay od fe-' cyon delivered from it? ty^ 

veral occafions. The Sicy- rants, without tlie lofs of one 

onian exiles^ dlfcctvering in iin^e man on either fide ; for 

him an early averjion to ty- Aratus' commanded hV^ fol- 

rants,' began to call their eyes lowers to abflaiti from' flaiigh- 

iip{)ti' himi as a'pferfon deftltted ter, faying, chat an adiori of 

by heaven to be one da^ their thlfe' hature ,odght not to be 

ddlWeJfer. Neithefr were they polluted Wfth' the blood of hid 

deceived in tKttrcofij€dia«ii 5 tdltti^-<atiiens* He then - ui 

fcjr Ak^tu^hatd fckfce attained nitad Sioyon in the A<^h«att 

the twentieth yiear of his age, league^ ' Ar^ngtliening it widl 

wh^ he formed a cohfed^raciy all thcr forces of his country^ 

agaiilft' Nicocles, who >yas ty- ^i^d .entering, hii^felf amon^ 

rant of Sicyon at' that time, the cavaliy, for the fervice of 

lie purfued his lyieafures with that^ftate. (i). 

fc nfich pfudec(ce*j«id fectcfcy, (N)-^hdif!hmns of Coriftth 

thktj notwithftaridihgi^ tUe' iy- unt'tfe tHtf cofttinent of Oreeci 

^t'T%>t a vigiknt cyd oh his with -tliaS'^ dF PelopbiJneifus; 

Cbtfdttft, he fcalifd tlje'WaTIs of The dtaitfeJ of Corinrh; .kti'6v*H 

Sicyon, ahd entered* th^ cityi by't^dh^'fe'of Abro-CorinHffJ 

byii?ghtj before Nicoclfes had was fitujitedon a high rtibufn- 

a^y'ribtice, or eirto fufpicion, tain^ between' thofe tvyo cohtii 

of^ fiJV defign. Movvever, he nents, whicfe^are there divided 

li'adA^rgood luckto'iHake his * '" '" ' ' ' '*' ^^ 




tfcip^; leaving AfsituB'ih' pdf- 

fefftatiof the city/ Nextrtiom- cSoiilWiiiiid^tlbri by larid^^froiH 

iti^ the- peojfilte b^lng aff^m-' tli^ iA\ler paVt'of the iftfimui 

tted ill a tumultuBSt^ rtiahner, aiid' caii aWe, if well' garri- 

Without tn(iWing^ wfiat had foiifea, all* Gi'eece; for which 

be'dii traniafted; art herald pro- reafdn, Phifip of Macidoii 

dalmfed With 'a loud voice, ufed to calMt the fetters of 

••« thkt ArAtus-/ the ipti of Cli- Greece. . 

iW; iiivited thb citlizens to re- ' Thh foftrefs Antigon'ds had 

fiittie* ih€\t aiibfent' liberty.'* takeA by to^rize, with' a: de- 

*PK^fe' j6yfdt ' Words-' W^e no figii to-^itH^ve all Pelopbiibe- 

fifcridr hfe^i'd,4hifr tSe -wliold ^us : bu'^ Aratus Wreftdd it oiiif 
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Csty of Megara» from the Macedonians, iHiitlilg them 
both to the Achsea^s. The cities of Troezene, Epidau- 

rusy 
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of the anciient heroes of Greece. 
After he had been long medi- 
tating by what means he might 
gain that, important place, he 
was, by accident, furnifhed 
with an opportunity of accom- 
pliihing his deiign. 

One Erginus, an inhabitant 
of Corinth, had contradted an 
intimate acquaintance with a 
banker of Sicyon, who Was a 
particular friend of Aratus. 
As the citadel happened one 
day to be the fubjedt of their 
converfation, Erginus told his 
friend, that, in going to vifit 
his brother, who was a foldier 
of the garrifon, he had ob- 
fcrved a narrow track hewn in 
the rock, which led up to that 
^art of the hill where the wall 
of the fortrefs was vey low. 
The banker, who was very at- 
tentive to this account, aiked 
his friend, with a fmile, whe- 
ther be and his brother were 
deiirous to make their for- 
tunes } Erginus underflood 
him, and promifed to found 
his brother on that head. A 
few days after, he returned to 
Sicyon, and engaged with the 
banker to conduS Aratus to 
that part of the mountain 
where the wall was but fifteen 
feet high; adding, that his 
brother was ready to concur 
with him in every other parti- 
cular relating to the enterprize. 
Aratus promifed, on his part, 
to reward them with fixty ta- 
lents, if the affair fliould fuc- 
ceed ; but as he was not maf- 
ter of fuch a fum, he pawned 
all his plate, together with his 
wife's jewels, to the bankfer, 

Vol. VJ, 



as a fecurity for the promifed 
reward, 

Aratus having thus engaged 
the two brothers, the troops « 
were ordered to pafs the night 
underarms. He then feledted 
four hundred men, « furnifhed 
them with fcaling-ladders, and 
led them to one of the gates of 
the city; for the citadel waa 
on the top of a fteep rock with- 
in the city. They fcaled the 
walls without being obferved, 
Erginus having, with the af- 
Rilance of his brother, and 
fome others that were gained 
over by him, killed the centi* 
nels that were there upon duty. 
As they were marching in 
great filence through the city, 
they met with a fmall guard 
that was going the rounds, and 
killed them all but one, who* 
making his efcape, klarmed 
the city : but Aratus, notwith- 
ilanding the alarm, continued 
his march ; and arriving at the 
foot of the rock, on which 
the fortrefs flood, began to 
climb up at the head of his 
men ; but ' miffing the path, 
occafioned by a thick fog, 
which rofe from the fea at 
their firfl entering the city, 
Aratus was 'not a little per- 
plexed. The city was already 
alarmed; all the flreets, and 
even the ramparts, blazed with 
innumerable lights; and the 
trumpets founded to arms on 
all fides. While he was thus 
perplexed, the fog cleared up ; 
and the moon, returning to 
fliine with the fame brightnefs 
as before, difcovered the intri- 
cate windings of the track, 
E which 
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rus, and Megalopolis, were likewife prevaHed u|k>n by 
him to join in the alliance, the tyrants making a volun- 
tary resignation of the authority they had ufurped over 
their feilow-citizens % The tyrams of the Ai]give8, of 
the Hermionians, and the Phliafians, following their ex- 
ample, were likewife received into the alliance. 

As thefe glorious fuccefies raifed the reputation of the 
Achaean league, fo they created no fmall jealoufy in the 

• 

4 Polyb. ibid. Plutarch, in Arato. 



which he followed at the 
head of ati hundred of his bold- 
eft men, and arrived with dif- 
ficulty at the fpot which had 
been defcribed to hiro : but he 
found the garrifon, which was 
by this time alarmed, ready to 
receive him. Whereupon he 
immediately difpatched Erginus 
to acquaint the body of "^hree 
hundred men, which ht. had 
left behind to cover his rear, 
with the danger he was in. 
While thefe were waiting at 
the foot of the rock, drawn up 
in a clofe body, Archelaus, who 
commanded the troops of king 
Antigonus, appeared at the 
head of a conliderable band, 
with a defign to mount the hill, 
and attack Aratus in the rear. 
The three hundred Sicyonian8» 
at his approach, concealed 
themfelves among the rocks ; 
but he was no fooner paft than 
they fbarted out, and attacked 
him with fuch refolution, that 
he was foon put to the rout. 
This action was fcarce over, 
when Erginus arrived, and ac- 
quainted them, that Aratus 
was engaged with the enemy, 
and in great need of inimediate 
aiiiftance. Upon this notice, 
the victorious troops, conduct- 
ed by Erginus, began to climb 
up the rock, proclaiming their 



approach with loud (bouts, to 
animate their friends^ and 
ftrike new terror into the ene* 
my. The light of the moon 
refieCiing on their arms, and 
their (houts, doubled by the 
echoes among the rocks, and 
hollow places, in the midnight 
iilence, made them appear far 
more numerous than they real- 
ly were. The enemy retired 
after a faint refiftance from the 
wall, and left Aratus mafter of 
the citadel. In the mean time 
the reft of the troops arriving 
from Sicyon, were not only 
received with open arms, but 
ailifted by the Corinthians in 
feizing sdl the Macedonians 
that were in the city. 

Aratus having fecured the 
citadel, went from thence to 
the city ; an4, having aflem- 
bled the people in the theatre, 
acquainted them, in a long 
difcourfe, with the particulars 
of the Achsean league, and ex* 
horted them to accede to it. 
They unanimoufly agreed to 
join in the alliance; where- 
upon Aratus reftored to them 
the keys of the city, which, 
till then, had never been in 
their power fince the time of 
Philip the father of Alexan* 
der (3>. 



. (3) Plutarch, in Arat* 
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Neighbouring ftates : but, before we pfocec'd to the wars 
which they were foon involved in, by their jealous and reft- 
lefe neighbours, we (hall give a fuccin£l account of their 
haprpy conftitution All the cities fubjed: to the Achiean 
league were'governed by the great council, or general af- 
fembly, of the whole nation. To this aflembly, or diet, 
each of the confederate cities had a right to fend a certain 
number of deputies, who were elefted in their refpeftiVc 
cities by a plurality of voices. In confequence of this in* 
ftitution, no refoltttions ^ere taken, but what were equal- 
ly advantageous to the whole confederacy, and the intef- 
efts of each particular city fo confulted as to leave no room 
for complaints. As the fupreme and legiflative power 
was lodged in the ailembly, it was conftantly convened 
twice a year, in the fpring and autumn, but feldom at any 
other feafon, unlefs upon fome very urgent occafion. In 
thefe meetings they enafted laws, difpofed of vacant em- 
ployments, declared war, made peace, and concluded al- 
liances. If any city of the league did not acquiefce in 
the determinations and ordinances of the diet, or refufed 
to furniih their quotas in time of war, they were compel- 
led to fubmit. The chief magiftrate of the league, called 
bv the Greeks, ftrategos, and by the Latins pnetor, was 
enofen in the general ai^mbly by the majority of votes. 
This employment was both civil and military, it being the 
pr«tor*8 province to prefide in the diet, and command the 
army. They chofe, at firft, two praetors, but it was 
foon thought advifeable to reduce them to one j and the 
firft who enjoyed that dignity done, was Mai^us the Ca- 
rian, who was fucceeded by the famous Aratus. The 
praetor, and other magiftrates, were appointed in the ver- 
nal aifemblieSf and feldom contintied two years fuccef- 
fively in the fame employment." The former was vefted 
with great power, efpecially in time of war, but, at the 
fame time, liable to be called to an account by the general 
aflemMy, and pumihed, without any regard to his digni- 
ty, if convi£bed of crime or mifdemcanor. The demiurgi , 
were next in power to the praetor, and therefore ft yled by 
Polybius and Livy, the fupreme magiftrates of lAie A<:hafr- 
ans. They were ten in number, chofen by the general 
aflembly from the eminent men of the whole league for 
prudence, equity, and experience. It was their office to 
affift the praetor, who was to propofe nothing to the af* 
fembly, but what had been previoufly approved of by the 
Ynajor part of the demiurgi. In the praetor^s abfencet ^^ 
whole management of civil aSairs devolved upon them; 
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and, in fome extraordinary cafes, they were impowered 
to fummon the general affembly. 

Some 9/ Few of their laws have reached our times ; however, 

tAftr laws* from the writings of the ancients, we have collefted the 
five following, which we find to have been religioufly ob- 
fcrved while the republic continued in a flourifliing con- 
dition : I. That an extraordinary affembly was not to be 
fummoned at the re^ueft of foreign amoaffadors, unlefs 
they firft notified in writing, to the praetor and demiurgi, 
the fubjedt: of their embaffy. 2. That no city, fubjefk to 
the league, fhould fend an embaffy to a foreign prince or 
ftate, without the confent and approbation of the general 
diet. 3. That no member of the affembly fliould accept 
prefents from foreign princes, under any pretence what- 
• foever. 4. That no prince, ftate^ or <:ity, fhould be ad- 
mitted into the league, without the confent of the whole 
alliance. 5 . That the general aflembly fhould never fit 
above three days. Thefe lawJ*have been explained at 
length, and illuftrated with many ufeful obfervations, by 
a modern writer of no mean charafler % to whom we re- 
fer the reader, and refume the thread of oui hiflory. 

The iEtplians, conceiving no fmall jealoufy at the growv 
ing power and fuccefs of the Achaeans, began to inflil the 
fame into the neighbouring dates, with a view of break- 
ing the union of thofe cities that were already joined, and 
preventing others from entering into the League. The 
fenfe of the benefits which they had' received from the 
friend fliip of the Achseans, during their war with AntigOn 
nus, prevented them from openly declaring war againft 
their benefaftors. However, they ufed every means in 
their power to rouze the Lacedaemonians, and engage their 
king Cleomenes in a war againft the Achaeans ; in which 
endeavours they fucceeded to their wifh ; for Cleomenes, 
at their inftigation, having built a fortrefs in the territory 
of the Megalopolitans, called Athenaeum, the Achaeans 
interpreted that ftep into an open rupture, and declared, 
,in a general affembly,. that the Lacecfaemonians fhould be 

Yr. of Fl. reputed enemies •* Such was the beginning of the war, 
2115. which was called the Gleomenic war (O). 

AnteChr. 'pjjjg declaration of the Achaean confederacy was no 
*^^' fooner heard at Sparta, than theephori conimanded their 

rheOeO' 

mfnie r Martini Sboockii Rcfpub. Achaeor. & Vcient. « Idem ibid. 

n4tar% 

• (O) Plutarch relates the oc- different manner. Vide PIu- 
cafion of this war in a quite tarch, in Cleom. 

troops 



The Hifiory ef Achaia. 53 

troops to take the field, under the conduct of Cleomenes, 
who, coming up with the Adiaeans near Pallantium, of- 
fered them battle ; but, Aratus declaring againft an en- 
gagement, Ariftomachus, the Achaean general, made a 
retreat ; which drew fevere reproaches upon Aratps, both 
from his countrymen, and from the enemy, whofe army 
did not amount to five thoufand men ; whereas that of the 
Achaeans confided of twenty thoufand foot, and. a thou- 
fand horfe ^ Not long after this event, the two ai^mies 
met again, when the Achseans were defeated ; but Aratus 
having rallied in the flight what troops he could find, 
marched ftrait to Mantinea ; and, before the enemy could 
have any fufpicion of his defign^ made himfelf mafter of 
that important place. This advantage was foon counter- 
balanced by the lofs of another battle, wherein great num- 
bers of the Achxans were flain, with Lifiades their gene- 
ral, while they were purfuing, with too much eagemefs, 
and in diforder, the Lacedaemonians, who had feigned a 
retreat. After this vi^ory, Cleomenes advanced into the 
territories of Megalopolis, where his troops committed 
great devaftations, and obtained a very confiderable booty. 
To thefe ravages he added infults, caufing public games 
and plays to be exhibited in the fight of the enemy, not 
that he had any fatisfa£lion in fuch fiiews and diverfions, 
but only with a view to convince the Achaeans, that he 
defpifed them, and was fure of viftory, againft fo con- 
temptible a foe "• 

The Achaeans, reduced to the laft extremity, and under Yr. of FI. 
apprehenfion of being enllaved by the Lacedaemonians, if ' aisi. 
Aey ihould be joined by the /Etolians, who, at that time, ^"^^ ^^''• 
were making great preparations for war, entertained **^* 
thoughts of concluding a peace upon any terms ; but 7-^^, Ach^e^ 
Aratus, dreading the confequence of a treaty between his atfsinnjiti 
difpirited countrymen and a viftorious enemy, ufed his Antigonus 
Htmoft efforts to divert them from it, and, at the fame i'^^^rtect^ 
time, had recourfe to an expedient which no ways re- 
dounded to his honour : this was, to engage Antigonus king 
of Macedon in this war againft the Lacedsemonians \ a mea- 
fiire which opened a way to the Macedonians into Greece. 

Aratus knew, that Antigonus had caufe to be diffatis- 
fied with his former proceedings ; but he was {enfiblp, 
that princes meafure amities and enmities by the rules of 
intereft : however, he would not openly enter into a ne- 
foclation of this nature, being aware, that Cleomenes 

t I^lutarch. in Ckom. » Plut. ibid. 
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and the M\oX\zn% would oppofe it, asid that the AchaeaftS- 
would have reafon to defpair, if their geneial applied ta 
their enemy ; he therefore lefolved to profecute his pur- 
pofe with fuch caution as to leave no room for fufpicion, 
ancl to carry on his meafures fo as to keep them undif- 
covered. He was not ignorant} that the Megalopolitans, 
by their neighbourhood to the Lacedaemonians, were moft 
expofed .to the incurfions of the enemies ; and, confc'* 
quently, as they were inclined to the houfe of Maeedon 
for the many favours they had received at the hands of 
Fhiiip, fon of Amyntas, they would refort for fuccour ta 
Antigonus, and the Macedonians. Having therefore 
gained over to his fcheme Nicophanes and Cercidas, two 
principal citizens of Megalopolis, well qualified for con- 
duAing the enterprize, by their means he induced the 
Megalopolitans to fend ambafladors to the aifembly of the 
Achssans, begging leave to folicit fuccour^ from Antigo- 
nus. Nicophanes and Cercidas were fent to the Achaeans, 
with orders to proceed to Antigonus, if they approved the 
propofition. The general afTembly, having given audw 
encft to f he ambafiadors, and refle£king that they were 
aot in a eondition to yield them any cffe£tual fuccoursj^ 
afiented to their propofal, and granted them leave to pur- 
fue their orders. When they received audience of Anti- 
gonus, they touobed upon the affairs of their own country 
in a few words ; but enlarged, purfuant to the inftruc- 
tions of Aratus, on the imminent danger to which the 
king would be expofed, ihould the alliance which was 
then talked- of, between the iEtolians and Cleomenes, 
t^ke place. They reprefented to him, that if the united 
forces of thofb* two. ftates fliould gain over the Achaeaaa 
the advantages they expe£ied, the ambition of Cleomenes, 
and the iStolians, would never be fatisfied with the con-^ 
queft of Peloponnefus, but would afpire to the empire of 
Greece, which they could not compafs without firft de- 
ftroying the Macedonian monarchy. They therefore beg- 
ged him to deliberate maturely which was the fafeft coun-i 
lei for him to take, whether to fuccour the Achaeans, in 
oppofition to Cleomenes, and defeat his ambitious defigns, 
or, by neg]e£ting the occafion of gaining the friendfliip of 
{q great a people, become liable at laft to fuftain a war in ' 
'J heffaly, for the empire of Maeedon, not only with the 
Lacedaemonians and 4^tolians, but with the Achaeans^ 
To thefc remonftrances they added, that if the ^tolians 
continued their neutrality, the Achaeans would be capably 
of fupporting thcmfclves with their own forces ; but if, 
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on tfae other hand^ the iEtoliaos fliould join the enemy^ 
tbey muft then jntreat him to pr^yent, with timely 
fuccourSy the ruin of Peloponnefus, which might be at- 
tended with fatal coniequences to himfelf^ I'hey likewife 
took care to infinuatei that Aratus would give fuch fecu* 
rity for bis fair proeeeding» and fincere intentions, as 
ihould be fatisfa^iory to both parties ; and that he would 
cake upon himfelf to demand afliftance when he ihould 
think it needful. 

Antigonus approved of all thefe reprefentations, and, AntigMut 
with great pleafure, laid hold of the opportunity of en- <«w//w/. 
gaging in the aflairs of Greece^ He likewife wrote an 
obUging letter to the Megalopolitans, afluring them of his 
afllftance whenfoever the Achaeans ihould call for it. The 
ambaffadors having acquainted Aratus with thei good di£» 
poiition of Antigonus towards the Achaeans, he was not a 
little pleafed to find his projed fucceed fo well. He 
wiihed, indeed, to have had no occafion to call in foreign 
^d ; and^ though neceility obliged him to have recount 
to that prince, yet, to avoid the blame that might redound 
to the authors of fuch meafures, he took care they ihould 
M>pear as concerted by the Achaeans without his privity. 
The Megalopolitans having acquainted the Achaeans with 
the kind reception their deputies had met with at the court 
of Macedon, and fent the letter of Antigonus to be read 
in the general afiembly, mpft of them were for inviting 
that prince to march his army im^o Peloponnefus without 
farther delay $ but Aratus^ ftanding up, made a long 
foeech, exhorting them to try firft, whether they could 
inpport themfelves with their own forces; adding, that 
ifs after all their efforts, fortune ihould declare againil 
them, it would then be time enough to have recourfe to 
their friends* His advice was approved by the whole aC- 
£nnbly; and It was then concluded, that the Achaeans 
ihould employ their own forces only in the proiecution of 
the war '^. 

The war proved very ujifuccefsful for the AchaeanSt 
who, being often woriled by Cleomenes, were obliged 
to abandon the field, and retired into their ilrong holds. 
Neither were thefe able to itop the career of the conque- 
xoVf who, in one campaign, took the cities of Caphyes, 
FeUene, Pheneus, Phlionte^ Cleonae, Epidaurus, Her** 
mione, and Corinth itfelf. Thefe fucceffes allowed the 
Achaeans no farther time to deliberate \ and accordingly 
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Aratus, at their intreaties, difpatched bis fon to Anti-* 
conu5, inviting that prince to come, with all fpeed, to 
tneir afliftance ; and afTuring him that, op his arrival, 
Acro-Corinth Ihbuld be put into his hands. Antigonus 
immediately began his march towards Peloponnefus, at 
the head of twenty thoufand foot and fourteen hundred 
horfej and, arriving at the Ifthmus, encamped oppoiite 
to Cleomenes, who had fortified, with a ditch and ram- 
part, the whole fpace between Acro-Corinth and the Onion 
hills. As Antigonus did not think it advifable, or even 
prafticable, to force his way through, and had not a fuf- 
licicnt quantity of proviGons to fubfifl his army till the 
Achxans joined him, he was preparing to decamp, and 
tranfport his troops hy fea to Sicyon. But, in the mean 
time, a meflenger arriving at the camp, acquainted Aratus, 
who was come to meet Antigonus, that the inhabitants 
of Argos had revolted from Cleomenes, and were then 
l)efieging the citadel. In confequence of this intelligence 
Aratus, with a detachment of fifteen hundred men, im- 
mediately put to fea, and, arriving at Epidaurus, marched 
from thence to Argos, and made himfelf maftcr of the 
city and caftle, after having defeated, in a ftirmifti, the 
partizans of Cleomenes, and killed Megiftones, who had 
been detached from the army to their relief *. This fuc- 
cefs proved of great confequence to the Achxans, and 
gave rife to the profperity of their allies ; for Cleomenes, 
hearing that Argos was taken, and being apprehenfivc 
that the enemies would furround him, abandoned his 
lines, and retired with great precipitation, firft to Argos, 
and then to Mantinea. He appeared before Argos quite 
unexpefted, and entered the city ; but could not keep it, 
the citadel being in the hands of Aratus, and Antigonu$ 
purfxiing him clofe with all his forces. ' 

Antigonus having thus entered Peloponnefus, without 
the lofs of a man, advanced to Corinth,, which imme- 
diately furrendcred, and thence to Tegasa, Mantinea, 
prchomenos, Haerea, and Tclphuffa; all which places, 
tCFrified at the approach of the Macedonians, either vo- 
luntarily fubmitted, or made but a faint refiftance. Winter 
drawing near, he fent home his troops, and went himfelf 
to JEgium, to aflift at the general affembly of the Ach^- 
ans ; where, after having acquainted them with the mo- 
tives of his appearance, he was chofen general of the 
confederate army, and the important caftle of Acro- 
Corinth was, by a decree of the council, put into his hands, 
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In the mean time Cleomenes, receiving advice that Megahpo^ 
Antigonus had fent home his army, while he himfelf /w fakm 
continued at -ffigium, formed a defign of furprifing the ^"^^' 
city of Megalopolis, then become very confiderable, and '^''^'^' 
not inferior, in power and extent, to Sparta. As the 
garrifon was not very ftrong, nor the guards very ftrift 
in their duty, fince Antigonus was near at hand, and 
the enemy weakened with frequent loflcs, Cleomenes 
imagined he might eafily enter the town in the night, 
provided he could gain fome of the inhabitants over to his 
intereft. He accordingly applied himfelf to certain Mef- 
fenians, who, having been baniflied their country, had 
taken fanftuary in Megalopolis : being condufted by thefe, 
he arrived at the city by night, fcaled the walls, and 
made himfelf mafter of the place without the lead oppofi- 
tion. Moft of the inhabitants retired to Meflene, whither 
Cleomenes fent a herald to acquaint them, that he would 
reftore them to the pofleffion of their city, provided they 
would renounce the Achxan league, and join the Lace- 
' daemonians. But they chofe rather to be divefted of all 
that was moft dear and valuable to them, than violate the 
fidelity they had fworn to their allies. The famous Philo- 
poemen, whom we fhall frequently have occafion to men- 
tion in the fequel of this hiftory, contributed not a little 
to this generous refolution. This refufal highly enraged 
Cleomenes, who immediately gave up the town to be 
plundered, fent all the ftatues and pi£lures to Sparta, de- 
moliflied the houfes, threw down the walls, and commit- 
ted fo many outrages, that he left not fo much as any ap- 
pearance that it had ever been inhabited y. 

Antigonus having fent his troops into winter-quarters in deomfms 
Macedonia} Cleomenes afTembled his forces early in the Mdta^wn 
fpring, with defign to put in execution a projefl: which, '^^7«^ 
in opinion of the vulgar, was the refult of temerity and f "^'^^/^ 
defpair 5 but, according to Polybius, a competent judg^ 
in matters of that nature, condudied with all imaginable 
prudence and fagacity. As the Macedonians were dif* 
perfed in their winter-quarters, and Antigonus enjoying 
himfelf with his friends at Argos, without any other forces 
but a few mercenaries, Cleomenes, taking the field, 
made an irruption into the territories of Argos, laying 
wafte the country to the very gates of the city. What he 
propofed in this enterprize was, to bring Antigonus to an 
engagement^ which, in all probability, he would have 
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loft ; or, if he declined it, to leiTen his reputation among 
the Achsans, and raife complaints againft him chiefly in 
the city of Argos. This proje£k fucceeded according to 
his expe£bation. The Argians, feeing their country ra-^ 
vaged and laid wafte under the king's eyes, while he con- 
tinued ina£live, aflembled in a tumultuous manner at the 
palace gates j and, with threats, prefTed him either to take 
the field, and protedi his friends, or refign the command of 
their troops to thofe who were lefs timorous than himfelf* 
But Antigonus was deaf to all their reproaches and re* 
monflrances Notwithftanding the many refle£kions that 
were publicly caft upon him, he kept within the walls of 
the city» and tamely beheld the enemy infulting him at the 
gates. Thus Cleomenes, having fnghtened the enemyji 
and infpired his own men with new courage, returned^ 
loaded with booty, to Sparta. In the beeinning of the 
fummer Antigonus, being defirous to retneve^he reputa<^ 
tion he had undefervedly loft among the Achaeans, took 
the field with an army of twenty^^ight thovifand foot and 
twelve hundred horfe, and advanced into Laconia. 

Cleomenes, not doubting but the enemy would foon 
vifit him^ took care to ^uard all the paffes with ftrong* 
detachments, and to fortify the avenues with ditches and 
ramparts, filling up, and barricadoing the roads with 
large trees laid acrofs. He marched bimfelf, with a body 
of twenty thoufand men, and encamped at a certain place^ 
called Sellafia, having reafon to fufped; that the enemy 
propofcd to pafs that way ; nor was he deceived in his. 
conje£lure. This pafs was formed by two mountains, the 
one called Eva, the other Olympus. Between thefe runs 
the river Oenus, along the oanks of which there was a 
narrow way leading to Sparta. Cleomenes, having thrown 
up a good entrenchment at the foot of thefe mountains* 
pofted the auxiliaries on the eminence ^f Mount Eva, 
under the command of his brother Euclidas, while he en- 
camped on Mount Olympus, with the Spartan troops and 
the mercenaries. The cavalry drew up aloQg the banks of 
the river, fuftained by a body of mercenary fool. Whei^ 
Antigonus arrived, and viewed the fituation of the ground^ 
with the fortifications and defences that Cleomenes had 
made, and obferved with how much judgment he had 
pofted his troops, he did not think it advi^ble to attack^ 
him ; but encamped, at a fmall diftance, on the banks of 
the Gorgulus, which covered part of his army. There 
he remained feme days, the better to acquaint himfelf 
with the fituation of the different pbfts, and the difpofi- 
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tson of tbe enemy* He often marched round tbeir camp, 
feigning to attack them, fometimes in one place, feme* 
times in another ; but finding every poft well guarded, 
and Cleomenes watching his motions, he gave over all 
thoughts of forcing the enemy's camp, and retired to his 
Qwn, which was equally fecured againft all attempts. 
Both armies having remained thus on^ the defenfive for. 
feme days, without being able to gain any advantage over 
each other, the two generals, at laft, agreed on a decifive 
battle. 

It is not eafy to comprehend what could induce Cleo- Yr, of Fl. 
menes to fuch a refolution : he was pofted very advanta- 2115. 
ffcouily ; his troops were not fo numerous as the enemy's Ante Chn 
By one third ; he was fupplied with all forts of provifion **3» 
from Sparta, with which city he had a free communica- tJjT^^//^ 
tion : what then could make him hazard a battle, whereof ^ Sellafia. 
the event ^^s to decide the fate oi Lacedsemon ? Poly- 
bins tells us % that Ptolemy, king of Egypt, who had pro- 
mifed to affift him in this war, informed him, that he 
was not in a condition to make good his engagement, ex- 
horting him, at the fame time, to come to an accommoda- 
tion with Antigonus, and the Achxans. As he was, 
therefore, incapable of bearing the whole charge of the 
war, and had no profpe£t of any fuppiies from foreign 
flates, we may fuppofe, that the defperate pofture of his 
affairs forced him to venture a battle. 

Both armies being drawn up, and the iignals given, 
Antiochus detached a body of lUyrians againft Euclidac, 
who was pofted on Mount Eva ^ but, while they were 
afcending the hill, fome light-armed troops of the enemy 
advancing, charged them in flank, while Euclidas, who 
was on the top of the hill, prefled them in front, and a 
body of mercenaries warmly attacked their rear. Philo- PAHopa- 
poemen, who then ferved in the army as a volunteer, ob- «'» 4^'[»- 
ferving what danger the lUyrians were in, acquainted the Vi^^^^^^*' 
commanders with it 5 but they not hearkening to him, as \^i^! ^ 
he was but very young, and had not yet borne any com- 
mand in the army, without any orders from the generals, 
he attacked, with a fmall body of Megalopolitans, his 
countrymen, the enemy's horfe, and obliged them to give 

?rround. This attack forced the mercenaries, who had 
iUlen on the Illyrian rear, to haften to the relief of the 
cavalry ; for Cleomenes had pofted them at firft near the 
^j^valry» on purpofe to fupport and cover them. The Illy- 
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nans being thus difengaged, refolutely mar<;hed uptbe 
hill againft Euclidas, who, inftead of moving towards 
the enemy, and thereby improving the advantage of the 
fliock, which the defcent of the hill gave him, remained 
in the place where he was firft potted. The lilyrians, 
having gained the top of the hill without any oppofition, 
now advanced againft Euclidas on even ground, and at- 
tacked him with fuch refolution, that he was obliged to 
abandon the fummit, and retire to the rocks and preci- 
picesi where he was foon defeated, and moft of his men 
cut in pieces. This fuccefs againft Euclidas was entirely 
owing to Philopcemen, as Antigonus himfelf acknow- 
• leged : for, after the battle, having afked the officer that 
engaged the enemy's horfe, how he came to fall upon 
them before the fignal \ and the officer excufing himfelf, 
by faying, that a young man of Megalopolis had done it 
without his dire£tion ; the king replied, that the young 
man had behaved like an experienced commander, and 
gained the victory ; but that he had a£l;ed like a raw fol- 
dier '• 

During this variety of aflion, the cavalry of both ar* 
mies had likewife engaged on the plain by the river. The 
Achaeans behaved with uncommon bravery, being fenfible 
that this battle would decide their fate. Philopcemen 
diftinguiflied himfelf above the reft ; for, his horfe being 
killed under him, he afterwards fought amongft the foot> 
killing, with his own hands, great numbers of the ene- 
my, till he was, with a Javelin, ftruck through both 
thighs. 

But the (harpeft encounter was on Mount Olympus, 
where the two kings engaged with their light-armed 
troops and mercenaries, con fitting of about five thoufand 
on each fide. As they fought under the eyes of their 
princes, every man ftrove to fignalize himfelf, and per- 
form fomething worthy of fuch fpefJi^tors. It was a long 
time before vi£lory inclined to either fide \ but, at laft, 
Cleomenes receiving notice that his brother was defeated 
on the hill, and that his cavalry began to give ground on 
the plain, being apprehenfive that the enemy would pour 
in upon him from all quarters, thought it advifeable to 
level all the entrenchments before his camp, and order 
his troops to march out in front. The trumpets, there^ 
fore, having founded the fignal for the. light-armed troops 
to retire, the phalanxes advanced on both fides with equal 
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animofity; but the Lacedaemonian phalanx, not being 
able to fuftain the (hock of the double Macedonian pha- 
lanx, gave ground, and foon fell into the utmoft confu- 
fion. The overthrow then became general ; the Laced^e- CUomenes 
monians were every where cut in pieces ; and thofe who defesud. 
found means to make their efcape, fled from the field of 
battle in the greateft diforder. Cleomenes, with a fmall 
party of horfe, retreated to Sparta, whence he departed 
the night following to Gythium, where he embarked in a 
vefiel that attended him, according to his direAions, and 
failed to Alexandria, accompanied by a fmall number of 
his intimate friends ^. Plutarch aiTures us, that moft of 
the foreign troops in both armies were flain in this en- 
gagement; and that, of five thoufand Lacedaemonians, 
two hundred only furvived the aftion. 

Cleomenes had fcarce fet fail, when Antigonus arrived Antigonus 
at Sparta,, and made himfelf mafter of.it without rcfift- '"^ers 
ance ; for Cleomenes had advifed the citizens to receive ^f^^^ 
Antigonus, affuring them, at the fame time, that, what- 
ever might be his own condition, he would always pro- 
mote the welfare of his country. The conqueror treated 
the inhabitants in a very friendly manner, declaring to 
them, that he had not engaged in a war againfl: the Spar- 
tans, but againft Cleomenes, whofe flight had difarmed 
his refentment. He added, that nothing could render his 
memory fo glorious in future ages, as to have it faid, that 
Sparta had been preferved by the prince who alone had 
die good fortune to conquer it. Having, in this cour- 
teous manner, addrefled the citizens, he declared them 
free, and rcftored them to the full enjoyment of their an- AndUann 

* cient privileges. He (hewed an inclination to continue itfree^ 
feme time among them ; but was obliged to leave the city 
three Aays after he had entered it. His departure was 
occafioned by the Intelligence he received, that the Illy- 
rians had invaded Macedonia, and were committing dread- 
ful ravages. If Cleomenes had delayed giving battle three 
days only, or had fortified himfelf in Sparta, and held 
out for fo fhort a fpace of time, he would have preferved 
hb dominions. From Sparta Antigonus marched to Te- 

, gaca; which city he likcwife. declared free; and from 
thence to Argos, where the general aflerably of the 
Acfasean confederacy was then fitting. There he was 
thanked by the deputies of each city of the Achsean league, 
and, by a decree of the council, declared prote£tor of 

^ Polyb. obi fopra* Flut in Cleom. 
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Acliaia. From Argos he proceeded^ by long jouilMijri, 
to Macedon, where he gained a fignal victory over the U* 
lyrians ; but, on that occafion, draining bis voice to ant<>> 
mate his men, he burit a vein ; and, having Voided a 
great quantity of blood> fell into an ill ftate of healthy 
which foon deprived him of life *. Thus ended the Cleo^ 
menic war, leaving all Greece in a profound tranquillity. 
But the ^tolians were foon weary of peace, which ob- 
liged them to live honellly, and abftain from plunder and 
rapine. Thev had no fenfe of friendihip or alliance, ac-> 
counting all thofe as enemies whom they couM prey upon^ 
and believing diey had a right to any thing they could 
take away. However, during the life of Antigonus, the 
fear they were under, left he fiiould hSk upon them, kept 
them in awe. But he was no fooner dead, and Philip, 
the fon of Demetrius, who was then very young, placed 
on die throne, than they returned to their old manner 
of life, entering the territories of the Meflenians, and 
carrying off their cattle, and whatever elfe they could 
meet with. Complaints were made to their chief m^ 
giftrates ; but they feemcd rather inclined to encourage, 
than reftrain fuch jobberies, being fliarers in the booty. 
The chief author of all thefe difordefs was one Dorima^ 
chus, of Trichonia, a turbulent youhg man, and, as otir 
author calls him ^^ every way an ^tolian ; who, being 
fent to Phigalia, a city in Peloponnefus, but of the iElo- 
lian confederacy, to be a fpy upon the Ach^eans, encou- 
raged the rabble of that place to plunder their neighbours, 
with a view of enriching himfelf with their fpoils. Tm 
him therefore chiefly the Mefiemans had recourfe, de« 
manding reparation for the damages they had fuffi:red, 
and begging he would not give countenance to the dis- 
turbers of the public tranquillity. Dorimachus toid their 
deputies, that he would come himfelf to Me&ne, and 
there hear their complaints, and fee all their grievances 
redreffed. He went to McflTene accordingly ; but, appli* 
cation being made to him by the chief fufferers, he dif- 
miffed them with very reproachful language, and menaces; 
nay, while he ftill renaained in the city, a hand of JEto^ 
ban robbers from Phigalia attacked in the night a cectaim 
oottntry-faoufe callied Chiron, killed all thofe who made 
ie£ftance, bound the reft, and carried them ofi^ together 
with cattle and furoitote. Hereupon the Meflenians^ 
bavMig cited Dorimachus to appear befoce their aflen^biy. 
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arrefted him on his entering the council, and kept him 
in prifon till he promifedi in the moil folemn manner, 
that reparation (hould be made for all the injuries they 
had fuffered, and the authors of the late flaughter put into 
their hands. But he was im) fooner returned to his own 
country, than he prevailed upon the JBtoHans to revenge 
the treatment he had met with at Meffene, by declaring 
war againft the Me&sians ; which being proclaimed, the 
^oKan pirates b^an to infeft the neighbouring feas^ 
taking all the fiups that fell in their way. They even 
made prize of a fliip belonging to the king of Macedon^ 
and, carrying her to Cytfaera, fold both the ihip and her 
^ompaisy. In fluHt, diey plundered all the eoaft of Epi- 
rus ; made an attempt on Thyrea, a city of Acamania ; 
and, coAveying fome troops privately into Peloponnefus, 
furprifed and kept pof&flion of a ftrong hold called Cla- 
Irium, in the Megalopolitan territory, making ufe of it to 
kM^ and fecwre their ptemder. And now, having a place 
of retreat ia the very centre of Petoponnefus, they began 
their march to Meffme, plundering the cities of Fatras 
and Pharse, and laying wafte all the countries they paffed, 
till they came to Pbigaiia, which they chofe for their 
place of arms, maUng from thence frequent inroads into 
the lands of the Meffmians ^. 

The Achaeans, in the mean time, ailembling, according ^e Aehit* 
to ailkom, at .£gium, the complaints of the Patneans and ^'JJi^^?^ 
Pharttans were heard, and die deputfes of the Meffenians %^J^ 
fen€ t» implore the affiftance of the Achreans againft the againft ttu 
comm<m enemy. After the aflembly had deliberated on JStoiiatf* 
thefe matters, it was agreed, that the ftate had been 
afiv«nted by thofe infolent proceedings of the iStolians, 
who had prefumed to enter Achaia in a hoftile manner, 
ceataravy to the treaty of peace : juftly provoked at thefe 
infractions, they refolved to fend fuccours to the Mefle- 
nians ; and that, as foon as the praetor fiicntld have raifed 
them, they would then proceed farther to execute what 
fliottld be thought expedient by the aflembly. Timo- 
acenus, who was the preetor of the Achaeans, was not 
pleafied with the decree ; for, his authority not being yet 
expired, he had no mind to bead the army, as having a 
mean opinion of the Achfican foldiery. But Aratus* pn>- 
vofced at the indignities they had fufiered by the auda- 
csouB JEcoUans, loft no time in putting the Acharans un- 
der arms, being determined to come ipeedily to a battle 

• Foljrb* Ufab iv^ 
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with the enemy. Five days before he entered oft W« 
charge, he difpatched orders to all the towns and cities, 
appointing a day when all their young men, fit for the 
fervice, (hould aifemble at Megalopolis. All the Achaeaa 
youth been drawn together at the place of rendezvous, he 
fent a meil'enger to the jEtolians, requiring them to de- 
part the territories of MeflTene, and not to march into 
Achaia, on peril of being treated as enemies. The ^to^ 
liansy not being at that time in a condition to make head 
againft the army of the Achseans^ complied with his de^- 
mand: whereupon Aratus difmifled the Achseans and 
Lacedemonians, who had joined him, marching only 
with three thoufand foot, and three hundred horfe, to ob- 
ferve the motions of the enemy, and prevent them from 
plundering the country. As he drew near them, he ob* 
ferved, that they were marching o£F with an immenfe 
booty ^ a circumftance which fo provoked him, that he 
could not forbear attacking them under all the difadvan- 
Yr. of Fl. t ages imaginable. The difpute was long and obftinate; 
A*'*Ch ^^^ ^^ laft the Achxans, having the difadvantage of the 
"«»i. ground, and being overpowered with numbers, were 
* obliged to retire. The ^tolians purfued them clofe with 
Battle of great (bouts and acclamations, and made fuch a flaughter 
Caphya lofl q{ the fugitives, that they muft have all been cut off,^had 
bj Aratus, x}Mt^ not been .near the lafe retreats of Orchomenos and 
Caphya. The Megalopolitans, who had drawn all their 
forces together, in order to join Aratus^ arrived the day 
after the battle, and proved of no other ufe than to bury 
thofe whom they hoped to have relieved. And now the 
^tollans, having gained a complete viflory, contrary to 
their expe^ation, marched, without fear or danger, quite 
acrofs the Peloponnefus, made an unfuccefsful attempt on 
Pellene, plundered the territories of Sicyon, and en- 
camped on the lithmus. 
Araius ac' In the mean time, the Ach^eans having convoked their 
cufedbe- general affembly, complaints were made againft Aratus by 
^^fmbf^f' *^^ ^^^ allies, as the caufe of the lofs and diflionour which 
Ihe Ach^' they had fuftained. And indeed there was no difpute, 
MM* but Aratus had greatly erred in having ufurped the ma- 

giftracy, before he was regularly ele£led into his charge \ 
and he could not deny, but what he had undertaken had 
fucceeded very ill. However, he endeavoured to prove, 
that the lofs of the battle was not his fault ; adding, that, 
if he had been wanting in any of the duties of a com- 
mander, he afked pardon ; and hoped, that, in regard to 
bis paft fervices, they would not cenfure him with more 

rigour 
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figouir than humahity. His* fubmiffion changed the 
pinions of the whole afftmbly, and the people began to 
vent their rage upoii his accufers ; who, privately with- 
drawing, left Aratus in greater efteerti among all ratiks of 
|»eople, than he had ever been to that time : the aflembly 
gave themfdves efttirelj^ up to his counfel and conduft, 
and reinftated him in the toihmand of the allied army. 
However, the rehiertbrance bf his defeat had thrown a 
great damp on his courage ; fo that he behaved as a pru- 
dent civil magiftrate, ratncr than as an able Warrior : and, 
diough the JEtoliaii^ often gave him opportunities to dif- 
trefs them, he fuffered their parties to lay wade almoft 
the whole country ^ 

The Achseans w^re therefore forced to addrefs them- y^^ ^r*^. 
felves to Macedonia again, and call in Philip, in hopes, ans-ncur 
that the affeftion he bore to Aratus, and the confidence '» P^^tip rf 
he had in Him, would incline that monarch to fend them ^^^'^» i 
l);>eedy fuccours ; for Antigonus, on his death-bed, had en- 
treated Philip to join with Aratus, and follow his counfel 
in all things relating to Greece. He had alfo fent hiniy 
when very young, into Peloponnefus, to learn the art of 
government under the eye of fo great a ftatefman. Philip, 
having given audience to the Achaean deputies, and un- 
derftood, by their fpeech, the injuries they had fuffered n»ho reai* 
from the ^tolians, contrary to the articles of peace dify joins 
agreed on in the reign of Antigonus, promifed to affift ^^'*'* 
them with the whple ftrcngth of his kingdom ; and ac- 
cordingly, foon after, fet out for Greece^ and arrived at 
Corinth. Upon his arrival, the ambafTadorjs of the con- 
federates, who were already met at Corinth, began to 
concert with him what meafures they fliould take with re- 
lation to the i¥ltolians. Complaints were made to the 
king by almoft every city in Peloponnefus againft them^ 
and war unanimoufly declared by the Kiog^ and the con- fFar <//- 
federates. It was moreover enaded by the aflembly, with ^^f '^ <»- 
the concurrence and approbation of Philip, that all thofe, ^^^^' 
who had been fufferers by the JEtolians fince the death 
of Demetrius, father to Philip, ihould be received into 
the confederacy ; and that, if any city or ftate had been 
awed into an alliance with the ^tolians, and paid them 
tribute, they (hould be fet at liberty, the fecurity of their 
rcfpe£kive governments committed to their own hands^ 
and all garrifons withdrawn. This decree was fent to all 
the confederate towns, that the people might jointly, in 

f Polyb. ubi fupra. Pliit. in Arat* 
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their differ eiit Ctatea^ proclaim war againft the commcfl 
enemy; which was done accordingly, and the warirom 
thence called the Confederate War 8. 

The ^tolians, on the other fide, prepared for war> 
9nd chofe for their prxtor one Scopas, who had been the 
chief author of all the violences they had committed. 
Fhilipi having concerted with the Achaeans the operations 
of the enfuing campa^n, marched his army back into 
Macedon, where he employed all the winter in making 
the requiCite militarv preparations. He perfuaded Scerdi- 
laidas to join the Acnaean league. This was a petty king of; 
Illyria, who had engaged in an alliance with the ^tolian$ ^ 
but was, at that time, highly incenfed againft them, fop 
refufing to give him, according to the articles agreed upon 
between them, (hare of the fpoils got at the taking of 
Cynaetha. This breach of articles fo difgufted.him, that 
he was eafily prevailed upon by Philip to enter into the 
common alliance, and to furnim a fleet of thirty jQiips, on 
the terms of being paid yearly the fum of twenty talents \ 
The Achaeans likewife fent to invite all their allies to join. 
them in the confederacy. The Acarnanians, without 
any hefitation, declared war againft the ^tolians, though 
they were moft expofed to the enemy's ii^fults, as lying 
neareft the ^tolian territories, and not in a condition to 
defend themfelves. The Epirots refufed to declare war> 
till Philip fhould firft proclaim it. The MeiTenians^ for 
whofe fake the war was undertaken, declared, that they 
would not engage in it, unlefs Phigalia, which com- 
manded their frontiers, were firft drawn off from the 
j£tolian league. The Lacedaemonians had declared at 
firft for the Achaeans ; but the contrary fa£lion prevail^* 
ing, they joined the ^tolians. Thus all things fuc* 
ceeding to the wifh of the ^tolians, they entered on the 
war with great hopes of fuccefs ; while the Achaeans had 
but a melancholy profpedt of their affairs : for Philip, on 
whom they chiefly relied, was yet but forming his army 5 
the Epirots were flow in their preparations 5 and the Mef« 
fenians continued neuter ;. while the j9!!tolians, aflifted by 
the* Eleans and Lacedaemonians, attacked them on all 
fides» and gained very confiderable advantages. AmbaC- 
fadors were therefore difpatched to Philip ; who, hearing 
the danger his allies were in, marched out to their relief, 
with fifteen thoufand foot, and eight hundred horfe j 
and, crofling TheflTaly, arrived in Epirus. Here he waa 



I Polyb. ibid, p, 294. t^^* 



1" Idem. ibid. p. 305, 306. 

prevailed 



The Hiftdry of Mala. M 

jjirc^ailed upon by the Epirots to lay fiege to Ambracia, 
which employed him forty days, and gave the enemy 
time to prepare againft his coming ; whereas, if he had 
led hift army direftly into -^toliaj he would, in all like- 
lihood, have put ^n end to the war. While Philip was 
employed at^^mbracia, Scopas, at the head of a very nu- 
merous body of -ffitolians, marched through TheiTaly, 
and, entering Macedonia, ravaged the country, without 
the lead oppofition, returning home with an immenfd 
booty. However, this diverfion did not hinder Philip 
from purfuing the fiege of Ambracia : after the farrender 
of that city, entered ^Sltolia, and feized on a great many, 
important places. He would have foon reduced all -Sto- 
Ka, had he not been obliged to repair to the relief of his 
own country, which the Dardanians were upon the point 
of invading. At his departure, he affured the ambaffa- 
dprs of the Achaeans, that, as foon as he fhould be able to 
compofe his affairs at home, he would return into Greece, 
and affift them to the utmoft of his power. His unex- 
pcfted arfival fo terrified the Dardanians, that they dif- 
miflcd their army, and retired home : then Philip, return- 
ing to Theffaly, fpcnt Ae remaining part of the fummer 
in the city of LariiTa *. 

In the mean time Dorimachus, whom the iEtolians had 
juft before appointed their praetor, drawing together their 
troops, led them into the Upper Epirus, laying wafl:e th6 
whole country J not fo much with a view of profit to him- 
felf, as from malice to the Epirots. He did not even 7*;^^^/^. 
fpare the temple of Dodona, but laid it in aflies, carrying Hansplun* 
home all the ornaments and rich furniture of that (lately der the 
edifiee. Philip,, having notice of the fe ravages, though ^'^P^rf 
it was now the depth of winter, left Larifla, taking with ^*^««** 
him three thoufand chalcafpides, fo called from their 
carrying brazen fliields, two thoufand buckler-men, three 
hundred Candiots, and about four hundred horfe, he 
marched through Theflaly and Eubcea to Corinth, where 
he arrived, withouj any individual's having the leaft no- 
tice of his march. On his arrival he fent for Aratus, and 
difpatched letters to his fon, who was that year prsstort 
and commander in chief of the Achaean forces, requiring 
him to afiemble the troops as foon as poffible, arid appoint 
% place of retKiezvous. Caphya was the place agreed oni 
whither while Philip wa« marching, he met with a detach* 
metit of two thoufand Eleatis, who^ under the command 

^Polyb. ibid. p. 334:. 
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of EuripidaS} were advancing to plunder the territory of 
Sicyon. Having attacked them unexpe&edly (for tbey 
were ignorant of Philip's returnX he took about twelve 
hundred prifoners, and cut the reft in pieces. Three days 
after, be arrived at Caphya, where he halted two days 
to refre(h hi& troops ; and then, together with Aratus 
the yotinger, who had there aflembled £en thoufand 
ffophit Achaans, he advanced to Pfophis, with a defign to be- 
Sf** ^_ Ccge it. This was a bold attempt ; for the city was ac- 
diraUi. counted impregnable, on account of its natural fituation, 
and. the many fortifications which had been added to 
it (P) i and, befides, was furniflied with a ftrong garrifon, 
commanded by^Euripidas, who had efcaped from the late 
defeat. Philip encamped on an eminence, at a fmall dif- 
tance from the town ; and, after viewing the fortifications 
and fituation of the place, was a long time doubtful whether 
he fliould attempt it, or not ; but, at length, reQe£ling on 
the gteat importance of fuch a fortrefs, he refolved to begin 
the fiege. Having therefore ordered his troops to refrefli 
themfelves, and be in readinefs by break of day» he com- 
manded them to march down, and pafs the bridge over the 
Eiymanthus. This pafiage they effe£led without oppofi- 
tion, the garrifon not fufpe£line they would venture on 
fuch a dangerous enterprize. Having croffed the river, 
^hey approached the town, and lodged themfelves at the 
foot of the wall. Their lodgement ftruck Euripidas and 
the garrifon with great terror ; for they never imagined 
that the enemy would make an efTay of their ftrength 
againft a place fo well fortified and provided, or to un- 
dertake a long fiege in the winter. What they chiefly 
apprehended was, that Philip might become mafter of 
the' place, by treachery ; but when thefc fears were 
over, there being none in the town fo much as inclined 
to the king's party, they betook themfelves to the defence 
of the works, the greateft part of the ^tolians mounting 

(P) Pfophis was the mod by a torrent, which emptied It- 

Sincient city of Arcadia, fituated felf into the Erymanthus ; on 

in the heart of Peloponnefus, the north it was defended by 

and on the weft borders of Ar- an eminence very flroug by na- 

cadia, towards the frontiers of ture, and greatly improved by 

Achaia* It was furrounded on art, which ferved for a citadel ; 

fhe weft fide by a rapid ftream, and, befides, the walls and 

which, during the winter, was woHls about the town were 

no where fordable ; on the eaft very confiderable for their 

by the Erymanthus, a great height and thicknefs* 
and violent river ; on the fouth 

the 
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Ac walls, while the Elean mercenaries made a fallv bv a 
gate, in the upper part of the town, in hopes of fur- 
pnGng the enemy on that fide. In the mean time, the 
king, haying appointed three feveral attacks to be made 
ordered ladders to be raifed, by men deftined for th2 
particular femce, againft each place, with a ftrong guard 
of Macedomans to fupport them j then, commanding the 
fignal to be given, they advanced to the affault, on all 
quarters of the town. The garrifon. for fome time, made 
a brave refiftance. overturning many of the ladders j but 
Aeir darts beginning to fail them, and the Macedonians 
bravely maintaining the attack, notwithftanding the op- 
pofition they met w,th, the defendants at IcngtS deferted 
dicir pofts. and betook themfelvcs, by flight, to the cita- 
del, leaving the Macedonians pofleffed of the walls At 
the fame time, the Candiots, who had engaged the oartT 
that made the fally, repulfed them, and, in the purfnit. 
entered the tow„ , fo Aat it was taken in all quarters at 
once. The inhabitants, with their wives and children 
took fanautry in the citadel ; as did Euripidas, and fuch' 
as had time to provide for their fafety'. This com- 
mander, forefeemg what muft inevitably befal him ca 
pitiilated with Philip, and yielded the citadel, after hav- 
ing obtained indemnity for all that were retired thither 
both townfmen and ftrangers. The king being obliged,* Philip 
by the bad wea her, to talce up his aboifc here for ilme V-»»^ 
days, he aflembled all the Achaeans that were with him • '*"•«« 
Md, after ftcwing them of what importance the city of 'jj'/* 
Pfophis was in the prefent war, generoufly gave it up to ' 

their deputies ; afluring them, at the fame time, that be 
Tu- '^' ^? occafion pafs of giving the^ftrongeft proofs 
of Jis affeftion to their nation, and zeal f*or their intercft. 

*rom Ffophis, the king led his army to Lafion. which — v^ 
he found abandoned both'by the Elea J garX?and t Je Ti^ 
inhabitants. This town bkewife he delivered up to the t^** ^^ 
Achaeans, as he gave the city of Stratus to the Telphuf- fi^^""^ 
Cans, whom the Eleans had expelled. From Stratus he '^ ***• 
continued his march to OJympia, where, after he had al- 
lowed his troops three days reft, he entered the territories 
of the Eleans,. fending detachments to plunder and lar 
wafte the country, while he encamped, with the body of 
the army, in the neighbourhood of Artemifium. This 
tmitory had been formeriy accounted facrcd, on account 
^ the Olympic games, which were folcmnizod there 
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every fourth year; and all the nations of Greece bad 
agreed never to turn their arms againfl it ; but the Eleana 
had forfeited this privilege, by engaging in the wars of 
Greece, and adhering to one party againft another. As; 
the territory of the Eleans was the heft peopled, and the 
moft fruitful, of all Peloponnefus, and the inhabitants 
were fo fond of a country life, that they could never be 
prevailed upon to inhabit their towns, the allied army 
found here fo great a booty, that they could fcarce carry 
it off 5 the foldiers being overloaded with the rich move- 
ables of their country-houfes, befides the many prifoners^ 
;vnd numerous herds of cattle, which greatly embarrafled 
them in their march* Philip therefore found it neceffary 
to retire from the Elean territory, and re-encamp at 
Olympia, taking, on his march, the fortrefs of Thaleme» 
wKither many of the Eleans had conveyed their moft va- 
luable effefls ^ 
Pijfurb^ While Philip was thus employing his arms in defence 

aiuesralf' of the Achxan liberties, one of bis courtiers formed a 
^ h projefl: of reducing them to a ftate of flaveiy^. Among 

jtfelles, ^jjg many tutors and governors left by Antigonus to kine 
Philip, who came a child to the cro^n, Apelles held the 
chief rank, and had preferved a powerful influence over 
the young prince. This minifter determined to reduce 
the Achseans to the fame condition in which the Thefia** 
lians were at that time \ that is, to fubje£t them to the 
caprice of the minifters of Macedon, leaving them only 
the bare name of libertVt which was the cafe of the 
Theflalians* To compafs this deiign, his firft efiay was 
on the patience of the Aichxan foldiery, whom the Ma« 
(;edonians, by his orders, often diflodged, taking pofief- 
(lon of their quarters, and depriving them of their plun-* 
der. When they complained of this bard ufage, he caufed 
them to be put under arreft, and feverely puniflied by the 
common executioner \ imagining that, by this ufage, he 
(hould be able, by degrees, to bring the Achstans to 
bear any burden the king fhould by upon them. But 
Aratus complaining to the king of this injurious treat- 
laent, and imparting to him the proje£l: of Apelles, he 
aflured him, that care (hoaLd:be taken for the future, to 
prevent any fuch injuries; and accordingly he ordered 
Apelles never to lay any commands on the Acheanss 
without the concurrence of their praetor, or chief officer. 
The Ach^ans^ overjoyed at. the favour the king ihewefl 

1 folyb. ibid. 
^ • them, 
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t1iem» aqd the orders he had given for their peace and fe- 
curity, bellowed the higheft encomiums on his equity, 
and other exalted qualities. And, indeed, if our author Philip'^i 
is to be credited, he was pofleffed of all thofe virtues goodqua^ 
tvhich can endear a king to .his people ; fuch as a lively ^''^» 
genius, an uncommon underftanding, a happy memory, 
an agreeable utterance, an unafFe£led grace in all his 
a£iions, and a beautiful afpefi, heightened by a maje/lic 
air, which befpoke the greatnefs of his mind j but his 
brightefl virtues were the fweetnefs of his temper, his af- 
fability, and a great defire to pleafe and content all who 
lived under his government ". How he forfeited this 

freat charaflier, and from a glorious king became an in- 
uman tyrant, we refer to a more proper place. 
The king, having thus fettled matters between the Ma- He feducn 
cedonians and Achaeans, decamped from Olympia \ and, '^^. "(^ ^ 
having caufed a bridge to be laid over the Alpheus, en- ^'^^ 
tered the territory of the Triphalians (Q^), reduced the 
city of Aliphera (R), and in a few days brought all that 
Country under fubje£Hon. The rapidity of his conquefts 
ftruck fuch tertor into all the neighbouring dates, that 
moil of them fubmitted, and the reft, after a faint refift- 
ance, were forced to receive the yoke* Having thus 
weakened the ^tolian confederacy, he returned, loaded 
with fpoils and glory, to Argos, where be pafled the re** 
piainder of the winter ". 

<) Polyb* ubi Aipra, p. 33B, 339. ^ Po]yb« p. 343* 

(Q^) This country, which • (R) Aliphera was feated on 

tocAc its name from an Area* the top of a high and deep 

dtaft youth, lies on the fea- hill, which was defended by H , 

ceoftof Peloponnefas, between ftrong fortrels. In this fortrefs 

the £]eans and Meflenians, on was to be feen a brazen ftatuC 

thenorth-weftikirtsof Achaia. of Minerva, famous for in 

Its towns were Sandticum, Le- 'iize, and the excellence of the 

freum, Hypana, Typanaea, workmanihip. The inhabi- 

yrgus, iSpyium, Bolax, Styl- tants« as our author tells us^ 

labium, and Phryxa- All thefe could give no clear account 

places the Eleans had reduced why it was placed there, nor 

to their obedience, together at whofe charge. It was the 

with Alipharaea, a town of work of Hecabodorus and So- 

Arcadia, and Megalopolis^ a ftratus, and generally efteemed 

city at that time of great the moil beautiful and finifhed 

note (i)* piece they ever perfok-med (a}« 

(i) Polyb. lib* lit p. 339, 34.3. . (a) Uemibid* p« 34S« 
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ApeUis iHm Apell^s was not yet without hopes of bringin^^ by do^ 
detnnurs grccs, the Achaeans to a fcrvile fubjeftion ; but Tic knew 
/*^"'^r^" that Aratus, and his fon, oppofed his defign ; and (hat the 
gritce Jtiih '^*"S ^^^^ them in great efteem, efpecially the father, in 
tkiking. whom he repofed great confidence. Apelle^, therefore, 
refolved to attack them bothj^ and, by fraud and addr^fs, 
bring them into difgrace with the king. With this view he 
fent for all thofe who were of the oppoGte fa£tion amp^g the 
Achseans, and enemies to A ratus ; and, having inftru£led 
Jjimfelf in their feveral interefts and charafters, he employ- 
ed all his arts to engage them in his friendlbip^ by fpeaking 
in their favour to the king, whom he endeavoured to per- 
fuade, that, if he continued to treat Aratus with fo much 
deference, he could never hope to gain' any thing on the 
Acbseans, farther than was ftipulated by the articles of 
confederacy ; but, if he would be pleafed to countenance 
thofe he (hould recommend, he might foon compafs what- 
ever he defired, and difpofe of all matters in t*elopopi\efus, 
at his pleafure. The new friends enforced thefe reflec- 
tions, and improved on the arguments of Apelles. As 
the time of eleding a new prxtor was drawing near^^ he 
prevailed with the king to be prefent at the Achaeai^ af«* 
fembly, and to employ all his intereft in favour of pnc^ 
Eper^tus, a declared enemy to Aratus, who was accord- 
ingly ele£led in preference to Timozenus, whom Aratu^ 
had fet up. Thus Philip, notwithftanding his excellenl; 
parts, became the tool of his priihe minlfter. And now 
Apelles began to think that he had advanced far in hi$ en<^ 
terprize, having obtained an Achaean praetor of his fac- 
tion : he therefore renewed his attempts, being determin- 
ed totally to deftroy the intereft of Aratus with the king- 
An incident which happened at that time fupplied him 
with new calumnies. Amphidamus, chief of the Eleans, 
who had been taken prifoner, perfuaded the king that it 
would not be difficult to procure him the friendihip of his 
countrymen \ and that he could eafily make them covet 
his alliance. Upon this aflurance the king difcharged the 
Elean chief without ranfom, with a commiffion to affurc 
the Eleans, that, on condition of their entering into al- 
liance with him, he would fufFer them to live in the en- 
tire enjoyment of all their privileges, and exempt them 
both from garrifons and tribute : but the Eleans would 
not liften to any conditions, how advantageous foever, de- 
claring, that no Gonfideration fhould be capable of induc«t 
ing them to abandon their ancient allies. This unreafon- 
s^ble refufal Apelles 9if(;ribed to the ill fervices done cla^- 

defUnely 
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deftinely by Aratus, telling the king, that he had kept 
Amphidamus from enforcing, as he had engaged to dp, 
his offers to the inhabitants of £lis ; and that, on Amphi-> 
danius's departure from Olympia towards Elis, he had 
conferred with him, and made him change his opinion, 
being by him perfuaded, that it would not be for the in-r 
tereft of Peloponnefus that Philip (hould acquire any 
power over the £leans« The king immediately fent for 
/^ratus, and inlided upon Apelles' charging him, to his 
face, with what be had alleged againft him in private* 
Apelles accordingly accufed him with fuch an air of aflur- 
ance as might have difconcerted innocence itfelf. He 
even added, that fince the king had difcovered his infin- 
cerity, by which he had rendered himfelf fo unworthy of 
his kmdnefs and good offices, the whole matter ihould be 
referred to the general afiembly of the Achseans, and the 
J^ing, in the mean time, return with his army into Mace* 
don« Aratus befought the king not to give credit over- 
haflily to what he heard, Ihewing, that it was a piece of 
]u(lice owing by a king more than by any other man, to a 
perfon accufed, to command that a drift enquiry be made 
into the feveral articles of inipeachment, and till then fuf- 
pend his judgment. He required, that Apelles flioutd be 
obliged to produce thofe who were witnefles of the con* 
ference wnereof he had been accufed, and likewife the 
perfon who had given Apelles the information \ and ob* 
ferved, that nothing ought to be omitted whereby the 
king might arrive at the certain truth of the matter, be^ 
fore he difcovered any thing to the aflembly. The king 
thought Aratus's requeft very jud and reafonable, and en- 
gaged his royal word that he (hould be gratified in it. Not 
long after, Amphidamus, being fufpefled by the Eleans 
to favour the king's partv, was obliged to fly his country, , 
and retire to Dymas, wnither the king was come to fettle 
ibme aiFairs. Aratus laid hold of this opportunity, and Araiug 
begged the king that he himfelf would examine Amphida- fiit9idmmo* 
musy fince the fccret was faid to have been imparted to ^^^ **^ 
him. He complied with his requeft, and, upon a ftridl ^^^khJ^ 
examination, found that there was not the leaft ground fofimir. 
for the charge. Accordingly Aratus was pronounced 
innocent, and reftored to the king's favour and confi* 
dence*. 

As Philip began to want both money and provifions for SufflUs 
bis army) he prevailed upon the Achaean magiftrates, by decreed t9 

Philip In 

* Polyb. ibid. p. 344. J49. ' 'iL^^ 

means 
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means of Aratos» to convene a general aflembly at'Sicyon ; 
where, on the report he made of the ftate of his trealunr, 
and of the urgent want he was in of money to maintain 
bis forces, it was decreed, that the inftant his troops 
ihould fet out on their match, fifty talents fliould be ad- 
vanced to the king, with ten thoufand meafures of wheat \ 
and that, afterwards, fo long as he fliould carry on the 
war, in perfon, in Peloponnefus, he fliould receive fif-* 
teen talents a month. This decree renewed his efteem 
for Aratus, to whom he was indebted for fo large a fup- 
ply, as he himfelf acknowleged, in a private conference 
which he had both with the father and the fon, after the 
council was difmiflcd. On this occafion he imputed all 
that had paffed to the artifices of ApcHes, begging them 
to forget their wrongs^ and continue to him their affeftion 
in the fame degree as heretofore, fince he cfteemed them 
at prefent more than ever p. 

And now, the armies beginning to move from their 
winter-quarters, it was refolvcd to profecute the war^ 
likewife, by fea, in order to divide the enemy's forces, 
and be able to carry their arms with more eafe whitherfo** 
ever they fliould judge it moft expedient ; for they had to 
contend at once with the ^tohans, Lacedaemonians, and 
£kans. Purfuant to this refolution the king ordered the 
fleet, comprehending both his own and the Achsean ftiips, 
to rendezvous at the port of Lechaeum, where be com* 
manded the Macedonian phalanx to be inftrufted in the 
ufe of the oar. 
^rtafin* While Philip was thus employed in training up his Ma- 
fihtifrac' cedonians for naval expeditions, Apelles, who could not 
*Atllf brook the diminution of his credit with the king, nor 
^ *^' fufFer that the counfels of Aratus fliould be followed, took 
fecret meafures to defeat all his matter's defigns. He 
agreed with Leontius and Megaleas, two chief officers, 
who were to aft in the army, that they fliould fecretly 
obftrufl all his meafures, while he, making his abode at 
Chalcis, fliould take care to fliortcn and retard bis fup- 
plies \ fo that he fliould be obliged, for want of money 
and provifions» topafs the whole fummer in a ftate of 
ina£tivity. His view was to make himfelf neceflary to his 
fovcrcign, and to force him, by the ill pofture of his 
. affairs, to throw himfelf into his arms. With this prof- 
peft he a£led his part fo well, that, by flopping the con- 
voys of money and provifions, he reduced the king to fuch 

^Polybf, lib. V. 1^. 150. 
' '^ diffi. 
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difficulties, that he was obliged to pawn all his plate to 
fum>ly his wants. 

Philip, thinking his Macedonians now fuf&ciently in* 
ftru£led in the ufe of the oar, embarked with fix thou- 
fand of them, and twelve hundred mercenaries, fleering 
his courfe towards Patrse, where he arrived the next day. 
From Patrae he difpatched meffengers ta the Epirots, Mcf- 
fenians, Arcananians, and Scardilaidas, requiring them 
to haften with their (hips, and join him at Cephalenia. 
He then left Patrae, and failed to Paleis, a ftrong city in 
the ifland of Cephalenia. Here, finding plenty of com Faleh 
to maintain his army, he difembarked, and fat down be- befifgid* 
fore the place, drawing his veffcls afhore, and fecuring 
them with a good<iitch and pallifado. He had appointed 
the confederates to meet him at this place, and was very 
defirous to become mafter of it before their arrival. It 
was of great ufe to the Etolians, who, from thence, made 
all their defcents on Peloponnefus, and plundered the 
coafts of Epirus and Acarnania. Philip, therefore, hav- 
ing viewed the fituation of the town, caufed the military 
engines to be planted before it, ordering the Macedonians 
to undermine the walls : they went chearfully to work ; 
and, in a ihort time, undermined great part of the wall, 
propping and fupporting it with great wooden ftakes* 
The king then fummoned the town to furrender ; which 
the garrifon refufing to do, fire was fet to the pofts 
that fuftained the walls, and a breach made fix hun- 
dred fathoms wide. Leontius was oraered to mount the 
breach, and enter the town over the ruins of the wall : <rreaehery 
but he, mindful of his agreement with Apelles, having ofLeon^ 
corrupted fome of the chief officers that ferved under /w. 
him, attacked the enemy fo faintly, that he was repulfed 
with great lofs, when he had the faireft opportunity that 
could be wifhed for, of taking the town. < This check 
obliged the king to raife the fiege, though he was joined 
by the Epirots, Acarnanians, MefTenians, and by fifteen 
veflels fent him by Scardelaidas ^. 

While Philip was thus employed at the fiege of Paleis, 
Lycurgus, the Lacedssmonian, marched, at the head of 
a numerous army, into the territories of Mefienia, and 
Dorimachus, the ^tolian, with a ftrong detachment, 
into Thiefialy, both with the fame defign of obliging the 
king, by this double diverfion, to break up the fiege. Am- 
{jafladors were difpatched to him from the Acarnanians 

9.PoJyb. ibid. p. 350, 365. 

and 
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and Mefleniaits, the former advifing him to make an \n^ 
road into lExoWzy and thereby oblige Dorimachus to re--^^- 
turn to the defence of his own country ; and the latter 
entreating him to fail directly to MefT^niay where he 
might eafily furprife Lycurgus, who M'as not under any 
apprehenfion of being attacked. Leontius feconded this 
advice, forefeeing^ that if the king followed it, he would 
be obliged to fpend the whole fummer there, while the 
^tolians would be at liberty to put all to fire and fword in 
Theflaly and Epirus ; for during the feafon of the Etefian 
winds, which continued moft part of the fummer, it was 
impoffible to return back, as they were not, in thofe days, 
Tcry expert mariners. Aratus, tnereforc, did not fail to 
declare in favour of the former opinion, fhevring how 
advantageous it would be to fall on the ^tolians, while 
their country was unfurnifhed with troops ; and adding^ 
that the opportunity of making defcents was not to be 
negle£ledy now that Dorimachus, with the ^tolian 
troops, was employed elfewhere. The king, who, ever 
fince the cowardly behaviour of Leontius at Paleis, began 
to fufpe£k his fidelity, followed the advice of Aratus % 
and, having wrote to Epcratus, the Achaean praetor, ta 
afiemble his troops, and march to the relief ot the Mef- 
fenians, he himfelf weighed anchor, and arrived next 
day at Leucas : there he landed his forces, and having 
caufed his veflcls to be carried over the Ifthmus of Dio^ 
ryftus, he paffed into the Gulf of Ambracia, which runs 
far up into /Etolia, and arrived before day-break at Lem-* 
naea. Here he commanded the foldiers to take a (hort re- 
frefhment, and to be in readinefs to march without aay 
Phiiipjom* baggage but what was abfolutely neceffary. While the 
edbyihi king was on the point of fettjng out from Lemnae, Arif- 
muMd' tophontes, the Acarnanian general, joined him with all 
EpirQts. his forces ; for that people, having been great fufFerers 
by the -^tolians, greedily embraced fo fair an opportunity 
of retaliation ; and, on this occafion, not only fuch as 
were obliged by their laws to bear arms, but even thofe 
who were exempted by their age or long fervices, took the 
field. The Epirots, incited by the like motives, were 
not lefs forward, though, on account of the extent of their 
country, and the fudden arrival of Philip, they had not 
been able to draw all their forces toge^er. The king, thus 
reinforced, departed from Lemnae in the clofe of the 
evening, leaving the baggage under a ftrong guards 
and arrived, by day-break, at the river Achelous, intend- 
ing to furprife the important town of Thermae, Leontius, 

fore«* 
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fofcfeeing that this cntcrprize would be, attended with 
fuccefs, advifcd the king to encamp on the banks of the 
AchelouS) and allow the army fome refi» after fo fatiguing 
a night's march, being willing that the iGtolians fhould 
have fome time to recoiled): themfelves, and provide for 
their defence : but Aratus, being now fenfibie that Leon- 
tius oppofed all promifing defigns, prefled Philip to admit 
of no delay, nor, upon any reafon whatfoever, refpite his 
march, the fucccfs whereof lay in difpatch. The king 
followed his advice, and, fetting out that inftant, marched 
dire^ly to Thermse, through a very rugged and almoft 
impradtioable road, cut between two fteep rocks. Thermae 
was the capital of j£tolia, and the place where their 
yearly aflemblies and fairs were held. As it was reckoned ^/rnv^, 
impregnable from its fituation, and no enemy had ever thimttf^ 
ben^re approached it, the jEtolians had lodged in it all ^^jf 
their moft valuable effefts. So great, therefore, was fyrpruid 
their furprize, when they iaw Philip appear before it, that andphm' 
they had not fo much prefence of mind as to fhut the dind. 
gates, or make the leaft refiftance. The Macedonians 
and their allies were permitted to plunder the town, which 
abounded with all forts of provifions, military ftores, and 
valuable moveables. The army remained that night in 
the town, and the next morning, every one choofing out 
of the booty what was moft valuable, and eafyto be car- 
ried away, they made a heap of the reft, and burnt it 
before the camp. They likewife faved the heft' arms which 
were found in their armories, exchanging them with fuch 
of their own as were lefs ferviceable, and burning the reft, 
to the number of fifteen thoufand fuits '. 

The Macedonians did not ftop here ; but fecoUeding ^ht rtmfk 
what the ^tolians had done at Dium and Dodona, they ^''^'f^'jl 
fct fire to the porticoes of the temple, and levelled that ^^^ 
magnificent ftrufture with the ground, throwing down, 
defacing, and breaking in pieces, to the number of two 
thoufand ftatues of exquifite workmanfliip, and, at that 
time, greatly efteemed even in Greece. They refpeded, 
however, fuch as were known, either by their form or 
infcription, to reprefent any of the gods. The d^fola- 
tion was fuch, as to ftrike the king himfelf, and thofe 
about him, with a kind of horror, though, ^t the fame 
time, they believed that they had not over-aded their re- 
venge for the facrilegious impieties of the J:Stolians at 
Dium. 

'Polyb* ibid. p. 365, 8e ieqq^ 
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t^hilip, having plundered the t<ywn, marched back tW 
fame way he came : the booty he placed in the van, 
guarded by his heavy-armed troops ; the Acarnanians^ 
and mercenaries were poited in the rear ; and the king 
himfelf, with a body of light armed Macedonians, ready- 
to face the enemy in what part foever they (hould appear i 
for he was extremely folicitous to pafs the ftreights before' 
the ^tolians could draw together a body of troops to op- 
pofe his pafTage : but he had fcarce begun his march^ 
when three thoufand ^tolians, headed by Alexander, the 
Trichonian, fell on his rear, and put them into great con- 
fufion. This attack Philip had forefeen, and accordingly 
placed a detachment of lUyrians in ambuih behind a rif^ 
ing ground. Thefe, unexpefiedly appearing, fell on the' 
enemy, who had charged beyond them ; and, having 
killed about an hundred of them, and taken as many pri- 
fbnerS) obliged the reft to fave themfelves by flight among 
the rocks and woods. He was again attacked near Stra- 
tus ; but having repulfed the enemy with great courage 
and refolution, he arrived fafe and unmolefted at Lem- 
nsea, where he had left his baggage and veffels. Here he 
facrifioed to the gdds, by way of thankfgiving for the 
fuccefs that had attended his arms in that expedition j 
and, at the fame time, to exprefs his joy, gave his officers 
a royal entertainment. Leontius and Megaleas were pre- 
fcnt ; but every one foon perceived, by their behaviour, 
that they looked with difguft on the good fortune of 
their mafter. During the whole entertainment, the]^ 
could not help throwing out againft Aratus the moft in- 
jurious and (hocking railleries- But words were not all : 
at tKe breaking up of the banquet, being heated with 
wine, and fired with anger, they purfued him >*ith ftones 
till he reached his tent. This outrage put the whole army 
in an uproar, not only the Achseans, but the Macedonians 
themfelves, running from all quarters to his afSftance. 
The noife foon reached the king's ears, who, after a ftrfft 
enquiry into the whole affair, condemned Megaleas (for 
leontius abfconded), in a fine of twenty talents, and put 
him under arreft. The next day he fent for Aratus ; and, 
after expreffing his difapprobation of the violence that had 
been committed, gave him new aflurances of his protedlion. 
Leontius, in the mean time, being informed how the 
king had proceeded with Megaleas, came boldly, with a 
crowd of foldiers, to the royal tent, thinking thereby, as 
that prince was but young, to put him into fome appre- 
henfions^ and awe him into another refolution touch- 
ing 
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ixig tbe offenders. Being come into the king's prefencet 
** Who has been fo bold," faid he, " as to by hands on 
Megaleas ?" " It was I," replied the king, in a majeftic 
tone; **.and whatever has been done is by my exprefs 
commands" This refolution in the king fo intimidated 
Leontius, that he immediately retired from his prefence* 
He no fooner withdrew, than the king called a council to 
examine into the affair,, and hear what was. alleged againit 
Leontius, Megaleas^ and their accomplices. Aratus 
charged them with all thofe criminal prat^ices we have 
already taken .notice of ; and difcovered the whole con* . 
fpiracy of Apelles. As he urged nothing againft them Bothfimud 
but what was vouched by competent witneffes, they were guilty^ hui 
all found guilty. The king, however, by an unfcafonable ^"Mfi*- 
clemency, pardoned them, and even fet Megaleas at li- ^^^gj^* 
berty, Leontius binding himfelf for the payment of the tJ^ ij^gg^ 
fine the king had impo&d *. 

During Philip's expedition into ^tolia, Lycurgus, king 
of Sparta, ^made an inroad into the territories of the 
Meffenians. but did nothing worth recording. Dorima- 
chus Hkewife, who had led a confiderable body of ^to<- 
iians into Theffaly, with a defign to lay wafte the coun- 
try, and thereby oblige the king to raife the Cege of 
Paleis, returned without effecting either, having found 
the iTheffalians ready to give him a warm reception,^ He 
therefore remained on the mountains till he heard that 
the Macedonians had invaded iEtolia, when he left Thef- 
ialy, and haflened to the relief of his own country : but,, 
before he arrived, the king was retired ^ 

In the mean time, Philip having embarked bis troops Yr. of F1. 
at Leucas, and plundered the coall of Hyanthes in his way, *i»9- 
arrived at Corinth ; where landing his forces, and ordering -^^^ ^^^' 
the veffels to be carried over to Lachaeum, he difpatched *'^* 
meffengers to the confederate towns of Peloponnefus, nicom/t- 
appointing them to rendezvous their troops at Tegaea. derates em^ 
He then marched from Corinth, and came the next day to ''^ '^^ 
Tegaea, whence he proceeded with fuch of the Achaean ^^^7Jf 
horfe as were there ready, holding his route over the ^^ 
mountains, with a deiign to fall by furprize on the Lace- 
daemonian territories. After four days march through 
a defert country, he gained the top of thofe hills that 
command the city of Sparta ; and thence advanced to 
Amycla, a town diftant from Sparta about four miles. 
The Spartans, who had he.ard of the fuccefs he met with 

• Polyb. ubi fapra, p. 36S1 37^* Plutarch in Aral. p» 1049. 
t Polyb. ibid. p. 37s* 
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at •HicrmJac, were much alai-mcd, when they fsiw th^ 
young monarch appear fo fiiddcnly in their tcrritorfes, and 
approaching the gates of their metrdpolis. Several fkir- 
miflies were fought, in which Phihp was always viftori- 
ous ; but we (hall omit the particulars, which would 
^ fwell the hiftory to an undue length ; and only obfenrc 

that this expedition proved no lefs glorious to the king's 
arras than that of ^tolia ; for he laid wafte many parts of 
the enemy's country, took and deftroyed feveral towns, de- 
feated Lycurgus, who, with a body of two thoufand Lace- 
daemonians, had attempted to cut off his retreat ; and re- 
turned, with an immenfe booty, to Gorinth. Here he 
found ambai&dors from Rhodes and Chios, who came to 
ofier their mediation, and incline both parties to a peace* 
The king, diflembling his real intention, told them, that 
he was filing to conclude a peace with the ^tolians on 
reafonable terms ; and charged them, en their return, to 
difpofe his enemies to an accommodation. The king, at 
that time, had formed z projcft of making a. defcent on 
the territories of the Phocians, and executing there an 
entcrprize of great importance. Having therefore difmi& 
cd the ambafladors, he haftened to Leontium, propofing 
to embark his troops there. 
LnutmSf But he was fcarce gone, when Leontlus, Megaleas, and 
^^p^'^* Ptolemy, which laft was alfo one of Philip's chief officers, 
m riSk ''^g^^ *^ employ the authority they had over the forces that 
aiumuH t^mained at Corinth, to wean their affeftions from their 
amofigtke prince, and win them over to their own intercft. They 
irwfs. reprefented to the light-armed troops, and the king's 
guards, that they, who were the firft in all hazards, and 
^ fecured the reft of the army from all danger, were not 
treated according to their merit 5 and that, inftead of be- 
ing diftinguilhed by any particular reward for their fer- 
vice, they had been even deprived of the booty which they 
had taken. The foldiers were fo inflamed by thefe fediti- 
ous difcourfes, that, ailembling in parties, they plundered 
the houfes of the king's chief favourites, and carried 
their infolence to that height, as to force the gates of his 
own palace. That prince, receiving timely notice of the 
tumult, flew to Corinth ; and, aflembling the Macedo* 
nians, made them fenfible of their fault in a long ha- 
rangue, intermixed with gentlenefs and feverity. The 
tumult being appeafed, fome advifed the king to feizethc 
authors of the fedition, and punifh them with the utmoft 
rigour ; others thought it more advifeable to gain them by 
gentle methods, the king being ftill young, and his au- 
thority 
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thority not yet entirely fixed in the minds of the people* 
This advice he followed^ ftifling his refentment> and pre<* 
tending to be very weU fatisfied. He returned to La« 
chxum, after having exhorted his troops to ttnion and 
concord ; but it was now too late to undertake any thing 
againft the Phodans, who had coUefted their forcesj and 
were prepared to give him a warm reception. 

In the mean time Leontius, being apprifed, that the 
king, notwithftanding appearances, would not fail, in 
due time> to vent his juft refentment upon him, had re^ 
courfe to Apelles, giving him notice of the danger he was 
in, and prefling him to leave Chalcis, and haft^n topourt* 
Philip had been infcH'med, by Aratus, of the whole con- 
duct of Apelles ; but had kept his thoughts fo clofe, that 
nobody could difcover, from his behaviour, any change 
in him with refped:to his prime minifter, who continued 
to govern at Chalcis more like a fovereign prince, than a 
fubje£l: (S). He therefore no fooner heard of the danger 
his client was in, than he left Chalcis, not doubting but 
he ihould be received at court after the ufual manner, and 
change the king's mind at his pleafure. As he drew near 
to Corinth^ Leontius, Megaleas, and Ptolemy, who were 
the chief officers in the army, prevailed, by their autho« 
rity, on the flower of the king^s forces to meet, and at* 
tend him, by way of guard, into the town ; fo that he 
made his entry with a pompous train, and went dire&^ 
ly to wait on the king* But the officer, who was on duty jipgHg^ 
at the gate of the royal palace, and had received orders to honun^ 
that effe£l, ftopped, and told him, that he muft wait; ctiwdhy 
ioii the king was not then at leifure. Apelles was amazed ^*«^» 
at fo unexpe£ted a reception, and, after having waited 
fome time in (ilence, retired to his lodgings, attended on« 
ly by his own domeftics, all the reft having already de» 
lerted him. Megaleas, feeing the prime minifter, on 
whofe protediion he relied, dll^raced, made his efcape to 

(S) Apelles, during his re« him alone, and took his direc* 
fidence at Chalcis, ^verned all dons in all matters of import- 
things with an arbitrary fway, ance. When any of the Greek 
as if he, and not Phihp, had towns had occalion to publifh 
been invefted with the fove- new laws or ordinances, or 
reign power. Wherefore the confer honours or preferments, 
roag^ilfates, and fuch as had there was fcarce ever any men- 
charge of the affairs in Mace- tion made of the king, but of 
don and Theflaly, applied to Apelles (i)« 

( i) Polyb. lib. V. p. 350, & fcq. 
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Athens, leaving Leontius, who was his furety for tls^ 
fum of twenty talents, to fliift for himfelf. The king, 
having fent the buckler-men, whofe chief officer Leon* 
tins was, to Triphalia, under the command of Taurion, . 
pretending to have fome extraordinary .occafion for their 
fervice, caufed Leontius to be arretted, giving out, that 
it was for the payment of the twenty talents which he 
was bound for, but in reality to have him in his power, 
and to found the difpofition of the foldiery. The troops 
which he commanded no fooner received notice of his ar^ 
reft, but they fent a petition to the king, importing, that, 
if the commitment of Leontius was on any other account 
than that of his being furety for Megaleas, the king 
would be pleafed not to determine any thing againft him 
during their abfence ; and that they ihould interpret any 
fentence to his prejudice as an injury done to them, and 
refent it accordingly ; but, in cafe Leontius was under 2Xk 
arreft to fecure the payment of the money due on account 
of Megaleas, they would readily contribute towards fatill 
fying the disbt. But their affeftion (hewn to Leontius 
proved unfeafonable, and was taken fo ill by the king, 
that it became the occafion of bis death fooner than waa 
expcftcd **• 

Daring this interval, the ambafladors returned from JSr- 
tolia, with propofals for a truce of thirty days. They af- 
fured the king, that the jEtolians were inclined to peace % 
and that they had appointed a day for their general affem- 
bly to meet at Rhium, where they prayed the king to be 
prefent, promifing all the advances poiTible on their part 
towards a general pacification. Philip accepted of the 
truce, and fent his difpatcbes to the confederates, requir- 
ing them to fend their refpe^ve deputies to Patrae, to ne- 
gotiate a peace with the iEtolians. He himfelf immedi- 
ately fet out from Lechaeum, in order to afTift at it, and 
arrived the next day at Patrae. There letters were deli- 
vered to him, dire&ed by Megaleas to the ^ffitolians, en- 
couraging them to puriue the war againft Philip and 
the Achaeans, fince the king was in the utmoft diftrefs for 
want of money and provifions. They contained likewife 
moft reproachful and injurious reflections on the king; who 
was now convinced, that the whole faftion of Apelles 
fought his deftruftion.^ He therefore ordered him imme- 
djiatcly to be taken into cuftody, together with his fon, 
and a youth his favourite, and lent to Corinth, At the 



» Polyb. ibid, p. 373^ 374. 
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fanie time ^e enjoined the magiftrates of Thebes to pro- Megakas 
(ecute Megaleas, who had retired thither from Athens j lays ^h^ 
but he prevented his trial, by laying violent hands on "''^^^^J^^ 
himfetf. Not long after, Leontius received fentence of leontius 
death, which was likewife pronounced upon Apelles, his andAptUes 
fon and favourite. /«^ '« 

As to the JEtolIans, they were fincerely difpofed tq ^'^'^* ' 
peace, being grown weary of a war, in which all their 
projefts had fucceeded quite other wife than they expefted. 
They had flattered therafelves, that they were to opppfe a 
young unexperienced prince, Philip not being yet arrived, 
as they imagined, at an age of conduft and experience } 
but they found him an able and enterprifing leader, ahd 
well qualified both for counfel and execution. However, 
when they came to hear of the mutiny of the troops, and 
the confpiracy of Apelles, hoping thefe troubles would bcr 

Jet diftraftions at court, they poftponed their meeting at 
Lhium. Philip, and the confederates, who had a hope- Yr. of Fl. 
ful profpeft of the iffue of the war, and wiflied for no- *'3«' 
thing more ardently than to break off all negotiations of ^^ 
peace, were glad of the opportunity which the enemy ' 

fumifhed them with, and accordingly animated each other Tht confer 
to the profecutioh of hoftilities. As winter was drawing aerates re^ 
near, Philip^ after engaging the allies to meet him with P>l*^yo 
the forces early in the fpring, weighed anchor, and re- /*^''^* 
turned to Corinth. There he gave the Macedonians leave 
to retire to winter-quarters in their bwn country ; while 
he, coaftihg Attica, repaired to Demetrias in Theffaly, 
where Ptolemy, the only confpiracor that remained, was 
fentenced to die, and executed accordingly. 

By this time Eperatus^ ,who had been chofen praetor of 
the Achaeans, by the influence of Apelles, was become 
univerfally defpifed, not being qualified for that trufl:; 
which IS common iri forced eleftlons. No one would 
pay obedience to his orders, and, the country being • 
open and defencelefs, ^reat havock was made in it by 
Pyrrhias, at the head of three thoufand Eleans and -ffito- 
lians. The Achaean troops, not having received their 
pay, refufed to obey the praetor's orders, when at any 
time they were commanded to m^rch out to the relief of 
the country, and deferted in great numbers. All this mif- A'jOtus a* 
fortune was owing to the infufficiency of Eperatus; but, ^^'''^^" 
happily for the Achaeans/'his authority was almoft cy- ■''" ''^^ *^* 
pired, and, early in the fummer, Aratus was appointed 
to fucceed him *"- The new praetor found the Achaean 

w Polyb. ibid. p. 377. 
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mercenaries corrupted by a univerfal decajr of military (Uf* 
cipiine, and not the cities difpofcd to contribute to carrying 
on the waf. In the general aflemblyt after having \tranti- 
ly exhorted their deputies to the profecution of Uie war» 
be Wrefted from them a decree, impowering him to levy 
eight thoufand mercenary foot, and five hundred horfct 
befides three thoufand foot, and three hundred horfe, 
which were to be raifed at home. By the fame, decree^ 
the Megalopolitans were to contribute three hundred foot> 
and fifty horfe \ and the Argians the like number. 

In the mean time, Philip, having ordered fuch ftores 
and provifions as he had amafled during the winter to be 
brought from LarifTa, fet out on his march towards 
Greece^ with a defign to begin the campaign with the 
fiege of Thebes called Phthiotis (T), whence the JEtoli- 
ans ufed to make continual inroads into the territories of 
Demetrias, Pharfalia, and even Larifla. Accordingly, 
having divided his army into three bodies, he invefted the 
towii, and with an hundred and fifty catapults, and other 
engines for throwing (tones, began to^ batter the walls 
night and day, without intermiifion* The inhabitants at 
firft made a vigorous refiftance ; but, great numbers of 
them being killed by thofe miffiles, and the reft exhaufted 
by inceflant attacks, which kept them continually in ac- 
tion, their refolution began to fail ; andj the Macedoni- 
ans advancing their mines, and preparing to give the af- 
fault, they thought fit to furrender at diu:retion. Philip 
plundered the town, fold the inhabitants, and repeopling 
it with a colony of Macedonians, changed the name of 
Thebes into that of Philippopolis. 

Not long after the town had furrendered, new ambaffa^ 
dors came to him from Chios, Rhodes, Byzantium, and 
Ptolemy king of Egypt, to propofe a peace. The king re- 
plied, that he was inclined to put an end to the war, 
and that they needed but apply to the ^tolians, to 
know whether they were willing to concur with him in 
reftoring Greece to its former tranquillity. Philip was in 
reality very far from being averfe to peace ; but, as he 
did not think proper to declare his true intentions, he told 
the ambafTadors, that, in the mean time, he was deter- 
mined to purfue his enterprizes. 

(T) This city was fituate terrltority bosdering on Mag- 
t^ear the fea, about eight-and- nefia towards IXsmetrias, and 
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He afterwards fet out, with his friends and fayourites, PAiUp n* 
for Argos, to be prefeiit at the Nemaean games* While v«w/ M# 
he was affifting at one of thofe public fports, he was in- "f**[^ . 
terrupted by an exprefs from Ma^^edon^ with advice, that lA^j^^ 
the Romans had loft a great battle in Tufcany, near the mans^ si 
lake Thrafymene ; and that Hannibal was mafter of all the lake of 
the open country. This news Philip imparted to none ^hra(jfm9^ 
but Demetrius of Pharus, enjoining him all poi&ble fc- "'* 
crecy. Demetrius, glad of this opportunity, advifed 
him to put a period to the ^tolian war with what ei^- 
pedition he could, in order to invade lUyricum, and af- 
terwards crofs over into Italy. He added, that fucb a 
defign would gain him the ane£lions of the whole Greek 
nation; that the Achaeans would join him in copfe* 
quence of the afie£tion they bore him, and the ^tolians 
from fear> after the calamities they had fuffered in the 
prefent war ; that fuch an expedition would be his firit 
ftep to univerfal monarchy, which none had a oetter claim 
to than himfelf ; and that the prefent diftrefs of the Ro- 
mans offered him a favourable opportunity. Such couniel 
as this could not but charm a king, who was in the 
flower of his youth, fuccefsful in his exploits, bold, en- 
terprifing, and of a rstce which had always grafped at uni* 
verfal empire. 

However, as no man could better conceal his real inten- fhiUpin^ 
dons, a very rare quality in fo young a prince, he did not €Un$dt9 
fhew thatftrong inclination for peace, which he had in '•»<*'*'^* 
reality conceived. He only difpatched letters to the con- ''*''' 
federates, exhorting them to fend their deputies to the afl 
fembly, to negotiate a peace : in the mean time» the 
better to conceal his inclinations, he advanced with his 
forces to Lofion ; and, after taking a fmall fortrefs which^ 
was built on the ruins of that place, he a£ted as if he in- 
tended to poflefs' himfelf of Elea. Both parties were 
grown fo tired of the war, that his fummons was received 
every where with great joy ; and plenipotentiaries from 
all parts haftened to Naupa^iis, the place appointed for 
the conferences. The king, to give a more expeditious 
ifiue to the affair, came at the head of his army ; and^ 
encamping within tefs than a league of the place, attend* 
cd there the reftilt of their conferences. The firft ar- 
ticle which the king caufed to be propofed to the ^toli- 
ans by the ambafladors of the confederate cities was, that 
every one fhould continue in pofleffion of his conqueils \ 
irhich article being agreed upon, the reft met with no 
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difficulty ; fo that the treaty was foon concluded-, and ra* 
tified by Philip and the Achaeans on one fide, and the ^-t 
tolians, Lacedaemonians, and Eleans, on the other \ 

This is the firft time that the affairs of Italy influ- 
enced thofe of Greece ; for, after this period, neither 
Philip, nor the other powers of Greece, regulated their 
condud from the ftate of their refpeftive neighbours, but 
kept their eyes fixed on Italy, as the only objeft of their 
attention. The Afiatics, and the inhabitants of the 
iflands, in a little time obferved the fame political maxim ; 
having no more recourfe, in their difputes, to Antiochus 
or Ptolemy, to fouthem or eaftern princes, but turning 
their eyes wcftward, and fending ambafladors, fome to 
the Carthaginians, others to the Romans. In like man- 
ner the Romans, awakened by the growing power and en-i 
terprifing genius of Philip, difp^tched ambafladors into 
Greece, to obviate betimes the dangers that threatened 
them from that quarter, as will be feen in the fequel of 
this hiftory ^. 

As foon as the peace was ratified, the Achaeans raifed 
Timoxenes to the praetorfhip, and then returned to their 
ancient manner and cuftom of life, after having re-edified 
the walls of their cities, rebuilt their temples and altars^ 
reftored their worfliip, and repaired the public and prir 
vate damages, which they had fuftained during the war. 

But this happy ftate of tranquillity was foon difturbed 
by the prince who had procured it. Philip, having con-r 
eluded a peace with Hannibal, changed his condu<9;; 
and, thinking it neceflary to bring all Greece to fubjecr 
tion, before he made any attempts upon Italy, he began 
with the Meflenians, who had been lately admitted inio 
the Achaean confederacy. The city of.Meflene was at 
this time rent into two faftions, the nobility ftriving to, 
deprefs the people, and the people to leflen the power of 
the nobility. Thefe contentions became fo violent, that 
both faftions agreed to call in Philip, and refer their dif- 
ferences to his arbitration. The ambitious prince was 
glad of this opportunity, and flew to Meffene, with a dcr 
Cgn to make himfelf mafl:er of the city. On his arrivaj, 
he found Aratus employing his endeavours to compdfe 
their diflerences, in a manner that no ways fuited his 
private ends. He therefore did not think fit to advife 
with him ; but held private conferences with fuch of the 
MeflTenians as reforted to bis palace : the nobility he en- 
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4^oilraged to curb the infolence of the unruly rabble with 
the utmoft feverity of the laws y, but ufed a different ftylc 
in talking with the heads of the popular faftion, telling 
them, that they were to blame for fuffering themfelves 
to be oppreffed by a few^ as if they had no hands to defend 
themfelves againft tyrants. Thus both parties, prefuming 
on the king's afliftance, thought it advifeable to exert 
themfelves before he was gone, fince he fcemed fo well 
difpofed to countenance them. Accordingly, the nobi- 
lity gave orders for apprehending fome orators, who ex- 
cited the people to fedition^ This ftep alarmed the po- 
pulace, who, falling upon the nobility, facrificed above 
two hundred of them to their revenge. Such was the 
aim of Philip from the beginning, he being well apprifed, 
that, if one. party were deftroyed, it would be no difficult 
talk for him to get the better of the others neither did 
Aratus the younger forbear reproaching him with it in 
very bitter and offenfive terms ; but the king, who, on 
fuch occafions, had a marvellous command of his temper, 
Imothered his refentment \ and, taking Aratus the elder 
by the hand, afked him, whether he would not attend 
Him to the caftle of Ithome, where he intended to facri- 
fice. This caftle commanded the city of Meflene, and 
liept the farther parts of Peloponnefus in awe, as Acro- 
Corinth, which he was already pofTeiTed of, over-awed 
the reft. Ithome was held by fome of the popular fac<- 
tion, who, looking upon Philip as their deliverer, ad- 
mitted him without the leaft jealoufy. While the facri- 
fice was performing, the entrails of the vidim being, ac- 
cording to cuftom, put into his hands, he (hewed them 
to Aratus, and, with a fmile, afked him, whether they 
prognofticated, that, being now in pofleiSon of fo im- 
•portant a place, be fhouid tamely part with it, or keep it . 
for his own ufe, Aratus made no reply; but Demetrius 
Pharius, though the king had not alked his advice, gave 
this officious anfwer : ^ If you arc a footh-faycr, you muft 
quietly be gone from hence ; but if jou are a king, you 
muft not let flip fo fair an opportunity, but hold the ox 
faft by his horns ;" alluding to Ithom« and Aero-Corinth, 
which were called the two horns of Peloponnefus. The 
king, however, infifted upon knowing the fentiments of 
^ratus, who told him, that, if the place could be kept 
without breach of faith, he would do well to keep it 5 
but if, by feizing Ithome, he muft lofe the ftrongeft caftle 
he had, his credit, he thought it far more advifeable to 
deliver it to its owxlers. This advice Philip followed for 
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draims r#* the prefent^ but ever after maintained a fecret difiike tm 
tiritfrom Aratus; which he perceiving, retired from court9 and 
Pkilip*s jgj j^ private life at Sicyon, where he had leifure to rc- 

f^''^ * snt his ever calling the Macedonians into Peloponnefus* 

hilip, having now got rid of fo troublefome a cenfor, 
marched his forces into EpiruSj where he feized on the 
town of Oricum» and laid fiege to Apollonia, which he 
was foon forced to raife in a mod fhameful manner, his 
camp being furprifed by the Roman praetor Laevinus, and 
himfelf forced to make bis efcape half naked. After this 
difap|K>intment| he returned to Peloponnefus, not having 
ret laid afide the thoughts of fubjeaing the Mefienians \ 
»ut they, being now on their guard, remfed to admit him 
into their city ; whereupon, calling tbem his enemies, he 
laid wade the whole country, and retired, without being 
able to reduce the place* The Achacans, who were his 
confederates, refufed to lend him any help for fuch an en^ 
terprize ; for Mefiene was at that time a member of the 
Achaean body. This backwardnefs of his confederates 
be afcribed to Aratus ; and therefore, as he did not now 
fcruple to commit the moft heinous crimes, he refolved 
to facrifice both the father and fon to his refentment. 
He durft not employ open force and violence, on account 
of their great reputation, and the refpedl which was uni« 
verfally paid to their virtue $ but charged Taurion, one of 
his officers, to difpatch firft the elder Aratus fecredy, dur^ 
ing his abfence. Taurion obeyed the wicked command^ 
Yr. ef FK though not without fome relu^iance. He infinuatedhim- 
>X3>« felf into Aratus's friendship, and often invited him to dia«> 
Ante Chr. ^g, . jjy ^^hich means, he found an opportunity to take 
*' ' away his life with a poifon which was fure, but flow in 
,Pkiiip i^^ operation. Aratus was not ignorant of the caufe of 
tMMfis Aim the Imgering diftemper which he fell into ; but, refie£);« 
to hi pot' ing that complaints would only create new difturbances, 
/^'^* he bore it patiently, as if it had been a common and na- 
tural difcafe : one day only, happening to fpit blood be- 
fofe one Cephalion, who was his bofom-friend, and 
feemad fomewhat furprifed, he faid, *^ Behold, mv dear 
Cephalion, the efied of friendfhip with kings.^ He died 
at yE^um, in the fifty^feventh year of his age, oeing then 
praetor of the Achaeans for the feventeenth time. The 
Dicyonians claimed the honour of burying him, as due to 
the place where he was bom. Accordingly they went 
to ^^um, crowned with chaplets of flowers, and clad 
in white robes, to bring the body of their deceafed hero 
to Sicyon^ dancing before it, and finging hymns and 
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odes in commendation of hU eminent rirtuef, and ezaltej 
qualities. He was interredi with the utmoft pomp and 
iclemhityy in the higheft part of the city^ which was ever 
after called Aratium. The Achasans decreed, that divine 
honours ihould be paid him, and appointed a prieft for 
that purpofe ^ 

Aratus was, without all doubt, one of the greateft men jih cAm^ 
of his time> and may juftly be ftyled one of the founders r4f^tr. 
of the Achaean republic, he haying brought it to chat form 
and fplendor, by which it became one ot the moft power-» 
ful ftates of Greece. Howevet, his talent lay more in 
contriving a warlike ftratagem, in forming and projefling 
extraordinary enterprizes, than in executing them. In 
his adminiftration, he was guilty of one very great error, 
which was, the calling in the kings of Macedon to the 
aififtance of the republic } an expedient which no welU 
wifher to his country could approve, and was the more 
4i£bonourable in him, as he was prompted to it out o£ 
jealoufy to Cleomenes, king of Sparta : for* that prince» 
after having reduced the Achaeans to the laft extremity, ' , 
was willing to reftore the prifoners, and all the places he 
had taken, on condition that they would create him prae* 
tor of Achaia. The Achaeans were inclined to accept of 
a peace on thefe terms ; but Aratust thinking it would be 
very diihonourable for him, who had, for many years, 
borne the chief fway in the republic, to be thus fupplant* 
ed by a young man, ufed his utmoft efforts to difluade the 
Achaeans from yielding to the conditions propofed b^ 
Cleomenes ; and, becaufe they could no lonzer oppole 
that warlike prince without foreign affiftance, he had re- 
courfe to Antigonus, king of Macedon, put him in pof« 
feffion of Acro»Corinth, and thereby enabled him, and 
his fucceflbrs, to manage the affairs of Greece at their 
pleafure *. 

Thefe inhuman and tyrannical proceedings of Philip 
highly incenfed the Achaeans againft him, as he after- 
wards found by experience, when they were more at li- 
berty to a£i as they pleafed. At prefent they were not 
in a condition to fupport themfelves without him, the 
^tolians, their irreconcileable enemies, having entered 
into an alliance with the Romans, againft the king, and 
his confederates. The principal article of this new alUance, 
wasy that the conquefts fhould belong to the allies ; but 
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the booty and ilaves to the Romans. Their caflmg 
thus the Barbarians (for fo the Greeks ftyled all nations, 
except their own), provoked them more againft the j3Eto- 
tolians than all the mifchief Philip had done them ; 
wherefore they refolved, in their general aflembly^ to join 
the king againft the JEtolians^ and their confederates. 
Yr. of Fl. Thus a new war was kindled in Greece, between Philip 
2139- and the Ach^ans on one fide, and the Romans, j£tolians. 
Ante Chr. Lacedaemonians, Eleans, l^ing Attalus, and Scerdilaidas, 
^°^' on the other. The ^tolians immediately began ho- 
Nruf trou' ftilities, invading, and laying wafte the Achaean terri-? 
hies in tories : whereupon the Achaeans difpatched deputies to 
Creed. Philip, who was then in Thrate, imploring his afiiftance, 
]philip readily complied with their requeft ; but the ^to- 
lians, joined by fojne Romans, and the forces which At- 
talus had brought with him out of Afia, marched to 
meet Philip, before his jun£tion with the Achaeans. 
Both armies met near Lamia, a city of Theflaly. The 
jEtolians were con^mandcd by Pyrrhus, who had been 
that year appointed their general, in conjunction with 
king Attains. Philip proffered him battle; and he, diinkr 
ing it would be difrcputable in him to decline it the very 
firft year of his command^ rafiily engaged, and was en- 
*rhe JE10' tirely defeated. However, to retrieve his reputation, he 
hans de* collected the fcattered remains of his army, in hopes of 
jeaud, performing fome brilliant action before the end of the 
campaign ; but Philip attacked him-the fecond time, cut 
moft of his men in pieces, and obliged the reft to fliut 
themfelves up^in Lamia.' This double overthrow fo difr 
heartened the ^tolians, that they fent ambafladors to 
treat of a peace with Philip and the Achaeans ; for the 
Romans having put the jEtolians in motion, were retired 
to Corcyra, perfuaded that the king had ^ much bufinefs 
upon his hands, that he could not have time to think of 
Italy or Hannibal. Philip put off the negociations of 
peace till the next affembly of the Achaeans, and granted 
the iEtolians a truce of thirty days. When the aflembly 
met, the ^tolian ambaffadors being introduced, made 
fuch unreafonable propofals, as to take away all hopes of 
an accommodation : whereupon Philip, and the Achae- 
ans, being rcfolvcd to purfue the war at all events, began 
to make greater preparations than ever, having fo many 
enemies to oppofe at the fame time. The king, leaving 
four thoufend men with the Achaeans, to defend their 
country, went to affift at the Nemeaean games in the city 
of Argos5 and from thence returning into Achaia, 
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^marched, in conjunftion with Cydiades, the Achaean 
'praetor, againft the city of Elis, which had 'received an 
, jEtolian garrifon. After they had plundered the territory, 
.they advanced^ in battle-array, to the very gates of the 
city, hoping, thereby, to draw the Etolians to an engage- 
ment. Accordingly they fallied out, when Philip wa^ ifjg ^g^ 
.furprifed to find, that the garrifon partly confided of Ro- mans affifi 
mans; for Sulpitius, having left Naupaftus with fifteen the /Eto- 
gallies, and landed ifour thoufand men, had entered the ^'"^' 
city the night before the engagement. The battle was very 
bloody, and many fell on both fides. In the heat of the 
^£li6n,. Damophantes, general of the Elean horfe, efpying 
Philopcemen, who commanded that of the Achaeans, ad- Phllope^^ 
vanced againft him with great ardor and fury. The latter merCsgal". 
waited for him, without ftirring from his poft ; and, having '^f' hehm^ 
unhorfed him at the firft encounter, fell upon the enemy's '^"^''^ 
cavalry with fuch refolution, that they quickly betook them- 
felves to flight : but the Romans charging the Macedonians 
with great vigour, the latter began to giv^ way ; a cir- 
cumftance which Philip obfcrving, fpurred on his horfe, 
and rufhed headlong into the midft of the Romans, where 
his horfe being wounded, threw him on the ground. 
The Macedonians then returned with new vigour to the 
charge, each party fignalizing themfelves in a very extra- 
ordinary manner, the Romans, with a view to take the 
king prifoner, and the Macedonians to fave him. The 
king was carried oflF, notwithftanding the utmoft efforts 
of the Romans, and the Macedonians obliged to retire at 
a greater diftance from the town. Next day Philip in- 
vefted and took a ftrong place from the Eleans, where he 
•found a great booty, confifting of twenty thoufand head of 
.^rattle, befides four thoufand Eleans, whom he fold for 
flaves. This acquifition made amends for his difappoint- 
jnent at Elis^. But, in the mean time, news was 
brought him, that the Dardians had made an incurfiou 
into Macedon ; whereupon he immediately fet out to de- 
fend his own country, leaving with the Achaeans a body 
of two thoufand five hundred men. At the fame time 
iSulpitius failed back with his fleet to ^gina, where he 
joined king Attains, and paflTed the winter. During the 
king's abfence, the Achaeans gained a confiderable vic- 
tory ovfsr the Etolians and Eleans, near the city of Mef- 
.iene. 

b Polyb. lib. X. p. $ia> U feq^ Liv. lib* xxvil* n. 29, 33. Plutt 
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Yr. of Fi. Early in the fpring, Sulpitius and AttaluSy quittin||^ 

*i4«» their winter-quarters, failed with their fleets to LemnoS9 

Ante Chr. ^^^ thence advanced to Oreum, a chief city of Eubcea, 

*^^* which was treacheroufly delivered up to them by Plator, 

Oriumin ^^ Macedonian commander. Attains laid fiege to the 

Eukpfa be- city of Opus, in Achaia, and Philip advahced with incre- 

trayidto dible diligence to the relief of his allies, having marched 

thi^Romans^ upwards of fixty miles in one day. The city had furren« 

dered a little before his arrival ; but Attalus> the inftant 

be heard of his approach, abandoned it, and retired witli 

precipitation to his {hips« 

While Philip was thus employed againft Attalus, and 
the Romans, Machanidas, who had fucceeded Lycurgus^ 
tyrant of La^edsemon, advanced, at the head of a power-* 
ful army, to the borders of Achaia, with a defign to .lay 
wafte the country, and oblige Philip to leave the enemy, 
and relieve his allies. He could not have chofen a more 
improper fedfon for fuch an expedition ; for Philopoemen 
Fhihpte" had been that year appointed, for the firft tin^e, com- 
min ap' mandcr in chief of the Achaean forces. As we fhall often 
pointed \i^vt occafion to mention this great warrior, it will not be 
^^nhe improper to fay fomething of thofe extraordinary qualifier 

Achaam, tions, which rendered him worthy of the honours that 
were afterwards conferred upon him by the Achxan rc^ 
His cha* pviblic. He was born in Megalopolis, a city of Arcadia, 
raHer. in Peloponnefus ; and, from his very infancy, difcovercd 
a ftrong inclination to the profeiEon of arms. He was 
nobly educated by Caflander, of Mantinea, a man of great 
probity, and uncommon abilities. He was no fooner able 
to bear arms, than he entered among the troops which 
the city of Megalopolis fent to make incurfions into La« 
conia, and in thefe inroads never failed to give fome re- 
markable indahce of his prudence and valour. When 
there were no troops in the field, he ufed to employ his 
leifure time in hunting, and fuch other manly exercifes. 
When Cleomenes, king of Sparta, attacked Megalopolissi 
we have feen what courage and greatnefs of fo3 he dis- 
played on that occafion. He fignalized himfelf no lefs 
fome time after, ia the battle of Sellafia, where Antigo- 
nus gained a complete viftory over Cleomenes. Antige- 
nus, who had been aneye-witnefs of his prudent and in^ 
trepid behaviour, made very advantageous offers to gain 
iim over to his intcreft \ but he rejefted them, having 
an utter averCon to a court life, which he compared to 
that of a ilave, faying, that a courtier was but a flave of 
a better condition. As he could not live idle and inac- 
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tive, lie went to the ifle of Crete, which was then e A* 
gaged in war, and ferved there as a volunteer, till he ac«- 
quired a complete knowlege of the military art 5 for the 
inhabitants of that iflatid were, in thofe days, accounted 
excellent warriors, being fcarce ever at peace among them- 
felves. Philopoemen, having ferved fome years among 
the troops of that ifland, returned home ; and was, upon 
his arrival, appointed general of the horfe ; in which 
command he behaved fo well, that the Achaean horfe, 
heretofore of no reputation, became, in a fhort time, fa-^ 
mous all over Greece. He was foon after appointed ge- 
neral ^f all the Achaean forces, when he applied himfelf 
to the re-eftablifhing of military difcipline among the 
troops of the republic, which he found in a very low 
condition, and univerfally defpifed by their neighbours. 
Aratus^ indeed, was the nrft that raifed the Achaean ftate 
to that pitch of power and glory to which it arrived ; but 
the fuccefs of his enterprizes was -not fo much owing to 
his courage and intrepidity, as to his prudence and poli- 
tics. As he depended on the friendfhip of foreign princes, 
and their powerful fuccours, he negle£ted the military 
difcipline at home ; but {he inftant Philopoemen was 
created praetor, or commander in chief, he roufed the 
courage of his countrymen, in order to put them into a 
condition to defend themfelves, without the ailiftance of . 
foreign allies* With this view he made great improve* 
ments in the Achaean difcipline, changing the manner 
of their exercife, and their arms, which were both very 
defe£3tive. He had thus, for the fpace of eight months, 
cxercifed his troops every day, making them perform all 
the motions and evolutions, and accuftoming them to 
manage, with dexterity, their arms, when news was 
brought him, that Machanidas was advancing, at the head 
of a numerous army, to invade Achaia. He was glad 
of this opportunity to try how the troops had profited by 
his difcipline ; and, accordingly, taking the field, met the 
enemy in the territories of Mantinea, where a battle was* 
fought, of which we have fpoken elfewhere. Philopoe- 
men, having killed Machanidas with his own hand, Aruck 
oflF his head, and carried it from rank to rank^ to encou- 
rage his vi^orious Achaeans^ who continued the purfuit^ 
with great flaughter, and incredible ardor^ to the city of 
Tegea, which they entered, together with the fugitives. 
The Lacedaemonians loft, on this occafion, above eight 
thouland men, of which four thoufand were killed on the 
i^ot^ and as many taken prifoners. The lofs of the 
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Achaeahs was very inconfiderable, and thofe that felt 
were moftly 'mercenaries ^. 
Yr. of Fl. This viftory over the Lacedaemonians, and the many ad-. 
*i44- vantages gained by Philip, inclined the^tolian faftion to 
Ante Chr. f^g f^,. ^ peace with great earneftefs. King Attalus was re- 
*^^' turned home, to defend his own kingdom againft Prufias, 
J general ^^'^g ^^ Bithynia, who had invaded it: the Romans had 
peace con- fo much bu(inefs on their hands at home, Afdrubal being 
€U$di(L ready to enter Italy, and join his brother, that they con- 
cerned themfelves very little with the affairs of Greece, 
leaving their friends there to fhift for themfelves. The 
JEtolians, therefore, finding themfelves thus deferted by 
their moft powerful allies, concluded a peace with Philip 
and the Achxans, upon very difadvantageous conditions. 
Scarce was the peace agreed on, when P. Sempronius, 
the proconful, arrived, with ten thoufand foot, a thou- 
fand horfe, and thirty-five gallies, to fuccour the lEto* 
lians. When he heard how affairs went in Greece, he 
was very much offended at the ^tolians, for concluding 
a peace without the confent of the Roman fenate, con- 
trary to the exprefs words of the treaty. However, he 
was eafily prevailed upon to come into their meafures, 
and, in the name of his republic, to conclude a peace 
with Philip and his allies ; for the year following it was 
agreed, by the mediation of the Epirots and Acarnanians, 
that the Romans and Philip fhould be included in the 
treaty, and thenceforth live in amity. Philip caufed the 
king of Bithynia, the Achseans, the Boeotians, the Thef- 
falians, Acarnanians, and Epirots, to be comprehended 
in the treaty. The Romans, on their fide, named king 
Attalus, Pleuratus, a petty prince of lUyricum, Nabis, 
tyrant of Sparta, the people of Elis, the Meffenians, and 
the Athenians. This peace was very acceptable to both 
parties ; to Philip, that hie might have leifure to fettle 
the affairs of his own kingdom; to the Romans, that 
they might carry on the war againft the Carthaginians 
with more vigour **. 

The peace, thus concluded, was not of long continu- 
ance. Philip, having fettled his affairs at home, and 
finding that the fortune of the Carthaginians, his friends 
in the Weft, declined apace, began to ftudy how he might 
enlarge his dominions in the Eaft. Accordingly, he in- 
vaded, at the fame time, the Rhodians, the Athenians,, 
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^tid king Attalus, contrary to the late treaty-: whereupon 
\xrarwas declared againft him Jby the Romans, and Sul- 
pitius the conful appointed to carry it on. . The Achseans rheAch 
and Lacedaemonians joined Philip : the former he gained ansjoin^^ 
over to his intereft, by reftoring to them the cities of Philip a^ 
Orchomenos, Heraea, and Triphylia, which he had for- l^^nfith§ 
txierly appropriated to himfclf. He likewife put the Me- ^^^^^'* 
galopolitans in poffefllon of the city erf Aliphera, to which 
they laid claim; and, by thefe means, kept them for 
feme time in his alliance ^. The Romans watched all 
opportunities of engaging fo powerful a . people in their 
intereft, and at laft found a very favourable occafion. 
"When the Roman conful Sulpitius arrived firil in Greece, 
one Cycliades was pnetor of the Achaeans, a man entirely 
devoted to the Macedonian party, being fupported in his 
tyrannical government by the protedion of Philip. The 
Achseans, fufpefting that he aimed at abfolute power, 
and was concerting meafures with the Macedonians to 
bring their republic under fubjedlion, as Nabis had lately 
aded at Sparta, expelled him, and put the government 
into the hands of Ariftenes, who, on all occafions, had 
given fignal proofs of his afFe<aion to the Romans. This 
opportunity the conful laid hold of, to bring Achaia into 
an alliance with Rome ; but left the execution of the de- 
fign to his brother Quindius, who immediately fent a 75^^ ^^/^^ 
deputation to the Achaeans, offering to put them in pof- ansjoli'- 
feffion of Corinth, which had formerly belonged to them, cittdby 
if they would join the Romans. This was a powerful ^/»^w 
attraftive : however, as Philip had done them many im- ^fj^he^^ 
portant fervices, they were unwilling to difoblige him ; Komans. 
befides, they were under no fmall apprehenfion of Nabis, 
tyrant of Lacedaemon, who had openly declared for Phi- 
lip. At the fame time they were afraid of the Romans, 
who feemed to-be an over-match for the Macedonians. 
Thefe were the difpofitions of the Achaeans, when they 
aflembled at Sicypn, to. hear the Roman ambaffadors, who - 
came attended with deputies from king Attains, the Rhp- 
dians, and the Athenians, on purpofe to difpel their 
fears, and make the ftrongeft impreffions on the minds of ^ 
fo cautious a people. Philip likewife fent an ambaffador 
to the aflembly, named Cleomedon, whofe intrigues the 
Romans had reafon to fear, he being a man of great in- 
tereft in Achaia. The ambaffadors being introduced, L. 
Calpurnius,* who fpoke for the Romans, was firft heard j 
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after him» the deputies from Attains, and the Rhodian^ % 
and then Cleomedon. What the latter faid was heard 
with great attention \ but the Athenians, who fpoke the 
laft, effaced, in a ereat meafure, the prejudices which 
Cleomedon had railed. All thefe different fpeeches di» 
vided the Achxans more than ever, infomuch diat they 
broke up the feflion, which had lafted the whole day, 
without coming to any refolution* 

Next day the aflemoly met again, the deputies only of 
the Achaean cities being admitted to give their opinions, 
and come to fome final refolution* An herald, accord- 
ing to cuftom, invited thofe to fpeak, who had a right of 
voting ; but they all continued in a deep filence, gazing 
at one another, not daring to explain their fentiments in 
fo perplexed an affair. At laft Ariftenes, prefident of the 
afiembly, broke filence, and addrefled himfelf to the de- 
puties in this manner : ^^ What is become of that warmth 
and vigour with which you ufed to difpute at your ban- 
quets, fometimes contending for Philip againft the Ro* 
mans, and fometimes for the Romans againft Philip? 
Tou were then decifive \ and now, in an aflembly fum- 
moned for no other purpofe, after hearing the fpeeches 
and reafons on both fides, you are mute. If the love of 
your country cannot extort a word from youi will flot 
your inclination for one or the other party loofen your 
tongues, efpecially as you know, that it will be too late 
to ipeak, after the refolution (hall be once taken '? 

Tbefe reproaches, however reafonable and judicious, 
could not prevail with any of the members to give their 
opinion. There was an univerfal filence in the aflembly, 
till Ariftenes refumed the difcourfe, and, in a long ha- 
rangue, reprefented to them the fituation of their affairs, 
urgmg the neceffity of their joining the Romans, who, he 
faid, were in a condition to force them to the compliance, 
which they had condefcended to requ^ft. But his dif- 
courfe did not bring the Achaeans to an agreement among 
themfelves : the difputes grew warm, fome applauding 
what Ariftenes had faid, and others oppofing it with 
great violence. Even the demiurgi, or heads of the de- 
puties, were not unanimous : five of the ten were for de- 
creeing an alliance with the Romans \ the other five pro- 
tefted againft it, declaring, that it was againft law to 
decree any thing in the afiembly, with relation to their 
alliance with Philip. And indeed that prince bad caufed 

f Liv. lib. xxxii. n, %%* 
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d clau'fe to be inferted in his treaty with the Achiaiis^ 
to this efFe6t ; that the tifFair of hi« alliance ihould no 
more be canvafled in the general alfembly. The afTembly 
was to (it but one day longer; and even this fliort time 
Mras fpent in warm difputes. Memnon of Pellenc was 
fteady for Philip ; and his father, whofe name was Rhia-i 
Cus, no lefs fanguine for Rome. The father conjured 
him a long time not to oppofe the welfare of his country ; 
but, finding that his prayers did not avail, he proteftedj 
that he would treat him as an enemy, and put him to 
death, in cafe he did not yield to his opinion. Such me- 
naces, uttered by a father, made To deep an impreflion in 
the mind of Memnon, that he immediately came over to 
the party of Rome. At laft, the majority were, for the neAchm* 
Romans ; but, before the decree wps pafled, the deputies am con^ 
of Dymae aqd Megalopolis, and feme of the Argians, elude an 
withdrew from the afiembly •, a (lep which no one took ^^^l^f'^f 
offence at, becaufe they had particular obligations to Phi- ^J^ ^ ' 
lip. The deputies of the other cities followed the moil 
prudent advice, and immediately concluded an alliance 
with Attains, and the Rhodians 5 but deferred the entire 
conclufion of that with the Romans, till the return of the 
ambafladors they fent to Rome, to obtain the ratification 
from the fenate ^. 

But, in the mean time, the Ach?e.ans gave afliftance to Corinth bi» 
the Romans to reduce Corinth. The city was attacked, on A^^^^ 
the fide of Cenchrea, by Qainftius ; at the gate Sicyon, ^^^f^^l^^i 
by the Achaeans ; and, on the fide of the port Lechceum, ^^^^ 
by Attains They, at firft, carried on the attack but 
faintly, hoping that a quarrel would foon arife between 
thegarrifon and the inhabitants. But Androfthenes, who 
commanded in the place for Philip, had gained the ai^ec-*. 
tion of the Corinthians ; and being fupplied with a rein- 
forcement of fifteen hundred men, and a great many Ro* yA//>g# 
man deferters, who expected no quarter if the city ihould raiftd. 
be taken, he obliged the befiegcrs to drop the enterprize '*. 

They were no fooner retired than Philocles, one of king yr. of FU 
Philip's generals, marched his troops into Achaia, which »i5» 
had fo lately joined the Romans, and drew near the city -^"^^ ^^^^' 
of Argos. He was not ignorant that the citizens flill re- '^^* 
tained an afFeflion for the Macedonian party, of which <t he Mace* 
they had very lately given a fignal proof. It had long domans 
been a cuibm among the Arjrians to invoke Tupiter, PHM^ 
ApoUo, and Hercules.on the firft day of their alrembly, ^)'^^^^^^ 
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Md add to the names of thefe gods that of the king of 
Macedon ; but, after the Achaeans had entered into an 
alliance with the Romans, the herald, who pronounced 
the form, thought it his duty to omit Philip's name. This 
^ omiflion difpleafed the Argians, who loudly demanded 

that the king's name fhould be joined to thofe of the tute- 
lary gods of their country. Philocles, therefore, depend- 
ing on this aiFe£iion for his mafter, advanced with his 
troops near Argos; and, in the night, pofted them on an 
eminence which overlooked the city ; but the town was 
defended by a ftrong garrifon, which the Achaeans had 
placed there, under the command of one ^nefidemus, 
who was greatly attached to the Roman intereft. To 
him, therefore, Philocles fent a meflenger, fummoning 
him to deliver up the city, which he could not defend 
' againft the Macedonians without, and the citizens within 
the walls, who were all determined to flhake oflF the Ro- 
Mmfidi' man yoke. This fummons did nof move the brave com- 
mus*s gal' mander, who thought himfelf in a condition, to withftand 
. *^^^" the menaces of the Macedonian, though his garrifon con- 
glorious Cfted only of five hundred men; but he was not a little 
dioth, furprifed when he faw all the citizens take up arms, and, 
in a tumultuous manner, commanded him to march out 
of the city* j£nefidemus knew it was a rafh attempt to 
oppofe the multitude with fuch a handful of men ; be had 
alfo compaflion for the brave youth under his command ; 
and therefore, having agreed that they (hould march out 
unmoleftedy remained himfelf in the city, with a fmall 
number of his friends and clients. Philocles, furprifed to 
fee the Commander remain in his poft after the foldieis 
were gone, fent to alk him, '* Why he continued in the 
city, and what he intended to do ?" To which mefTage 
the brave Achaean anfwered, ** To die in the place com- 
mitted to my care." Philocles immediately ordered his 
Thracians to difcharge their arrows at him 5 and, thus 
overwhelmed, he fell dead upon his buckler. Thus, not- 
withftandirig the alliance which the Achseans had con-^ 
tluded with the Romans. Philip ftillpoffeffed two of their 
ftrongeft cities, Corinth and Argos '. 
. It was of the utmoft importance for Philip to pre- 
ferve the city of Argos j but the difficulty was, how to. 
continue mafter of a place in the center of Achaia,, 
and at fo great a diftance from his hereditary domi* 
Argos deli- niQns. He therefore delivered it to the famous Nabisj 

ntered to 
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Wlio liad ufurped the foverei^ty of Laceds^niotl, anc! was 
in a condition to defend it.' The terms upon which he 
'delivered it were> that he fhould poflefs it* as his own if 
Philip loft his life in the warj but reftore it if he fhould 
be alive at the re-eftablifhment of peace. The tyrant wil- 
lingly complied with thefe conditions, having nothing in 
view but to plunder the place, and to eiiricli himfelf with 
the fpoils of the unfortunate Argians ; who, forefeeing 
what muft befall them, refufed to admit the Lacedsemo^ 
nians within their walls. But Nabis, by the help of Phi- 
locles, was brought into the city in the night ; and, be- 
fore the inhabitants were aware, had poflelfed himfelf of 
all the advantageous pofts, and caufed the gates to be fliutk 
Some of the chief magiftratcs made their efcape in \\it 
tumult ; and this the tyrant made ufe of as a pretence t6 , 

begin his depredations. He confifcated the eftates of j^^bls'^t fp 
thofe that had fled j and then, knowing there was no op- rannUal 
iX)fition, fet no bounds to his oppreffions : he commanded govern* 
\he inhabitants to bring him all their gold, Clver, and ^'*^* 
jewels ; putting to the rack, and treating like flaves, fuch 
as he fufpefted to coAceal any part of their riches : he 
afTembled the magiftrates, and, at their firft meeting, no-. 
tified to them two decrees, which he obliged- them to 
pafs- By the firft he cancelled all old debts ; and, by the 
fecond, ordered a new divifion to be made of the lands, 
whereof every citizen fhould have an equal fhare. Thus 
he fet the rich againft the poor, and put the whole city ia 
a flame ^. ' ' ' ' 

Nabis knew he could not keep Argos without a powers tlejoiftj 
ful proleftion ; and therefore, forgetting on what condi- the /Mo- 
tions he held it, ambafTadors were fent to Flaminius and ««»/• 
Attalus, inviting them to an interview. The pro-conful 
and Attalus accepted the invitation, without examining 
into the injuftice and treachery of the ty^ant ; and a place 
near Argos was appointed for their conferences. In the 
interview Flaminius infifted upon two conditions 5 firft, 
that Nabis fhould end the war in Achaia ; and fecondly, 
that he fhould furnifh the confederates with his contin- 
gent of troops to aft againft Philip. The tyrant agreed 
to the fecond article ; but would allow only of a four 
months truce with the Achaeans. The treaty, however, 
was concluded ; and Nabis, who was fo infamous for his 
icruelty and injuftice, joined in confederacy with the Ro* 

kLiv. lib^xxxncap. aS, 

1 

II 2 mans: * 
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mans : an alliance which reflected no fmalt difhondur ok 
theif general '. 

The Achseans continued fteady in the Roman intcreft 
during the whole courfe of this war ; and their prxtor, 
Nicottratus, fignalized himfelf on the following occafion > 
Philip had left one Androfthenes, with a body of fix thou- 
fand men, in Corinth, to proteft that city and its diftridls 
from the infults of the Achseans, and other Greeks of the 
Roman fa£lion. Androfthenes, thinking it beneath him 
to be thus confined within the narrow bounds of the Co- 
rinthian territory, marched out, at the head of his little 
army, and over-ran great part of Achaia. Nicoftratus, 
the Achaean pnetor, had but two thoufand mqn under his 
command ; and thefe were too few to oppofe the fuperior 
forces of the Macedonian, who advanced to the very walls 
' of Sicyon, to infult the praetor there in garrifon. Az 
Androfthenes was under no apprehenfion of being attack- 
ed by fo contemptible a foe, his troops were often diC- 
perfed in fmall bodies, and his army feldom in one place, 
'ITiis condufl gave Nicoftratus hopes of being able to fur- 
prife him ; and, accordingly, he fent orders to the garri- 
Ibns of the neighbouring cities to appear at a general 
rendezvous, on a day appointed, at a little city, called 
Apelaurum, in Argolis. His orders were obeyed ; and 
the praetor fct out from thence at the head of five thou« 
fand feven hundred foot, and three hundred horfe. The 
horfe he detached to obferve the enemy's motions, and 
by them received advice, that they were encamped on the 
fiver Nemea (U), between Corinth and Sicyon ; and that 
the Macedonian, having divided his army into three bodies, 
had detached one into the territory of Sicyon, another 
into that of Pellene (X), and the third towards Phlius (Y). 

J Idem ibid. Polyb. lib..xiii. fub finem. Plut. in F'amin. 

(U) The river Nemca wa- ofZaracha. It is now called 

tered partof Peloponnefus, and Diacopton. It is about fixty 

difcharged itfelf into the Gulf furlongs diftant from the Gulf 

of Corinth. It is now called of Corinth, 
the Largia. (Y) This, city Livy calls 

(X) Pellene, called by Ste- Phlafius{i), We mufl take 

phanus, Pellina, was a city of care not to confound it with 

Achaia Propria, and border- another bearing the fame name 

ed upon the territory of Sicy« in Argolis. The Phlios bene 

on. Geniftus calls it Cercoba, fpokenof, was in Achaia. 
and Le Noir gives if the name 

(i) Liv* lib. xxxiii. cap. 14. 

Upon 
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TJppn this advice, Nicoftratus placed his mercenaries in a 
foreft, through which the Macedonians were to pafs in 
t4ieir return to Corinth, while he led the reft, in two 
bodies, to attack Androfthenes in his camp. The Mace- 
donians were greatly furprifed when they fa w the Achae- 
ans marching direftly to theiAamp. Androfthenes, or- 
dering the trumpets to give the fignal for affembling the 
troops that were ftraggling about in the villages, drew up 
the fmall body he had with him on the banks of the 
river ; but the parties that were out not returning foon 
enough to join him, he was eafily defeated. This ad van- ^he Mars^ 
tage encouraged Nicoftratus to fall upon the Macedonians doniansdi^ 
that were laying wafte the territory of Sicyon. There ^l^^'f ^ 
few of them efcaped, being furrounded on all fides be- ^^^ ^ 
fore they knew that the enemy had taken the field. As 
for thofe who were ravaging the country about Pellene and 
Phlius, they were either murdered by the inhabitants, or 
cut in pieces by the mercenaries who lay concealed in the 
foreft. This aftion freed Achala from all fear of the 
Macedonians, and redoubled Philip's concern, who heard 
of it a few days after the great overthrow which he re- 
ceived in the plain of Cynocephalae ". 

Thefe repeated lofles obliged Philip to accept of a peace Yr. of Fi 
on fuch conditions as Rome and her allies were pleafcd 2151. 
to impofe. The principal article relating to Greece was. Ante Chr, 
that Philip ftiould evacuate ail the places he poflelTed in ^9^- 
Greece, and withdraw his garrifons before the celebration 7 ~*^ 
of the Ifthmian games. Ptirfuant to this article, ten com- ^/^^^^ 
miflioners were fent from Rome to fettle the affairs of <with Phi- 
Greece, and reftore eac'h city to the fuH enjoyment of its Up. 
former rights and privileges. All Greece received the 
news of this peace with the greateft tranfpbrts of joy. 
1"he -/Etolians alone were difcontented, and inveighed bit- 
terly againft the Romans ; becaufe, ^mong the cities that 
were to be fet at liberty, no mention was made of Corinth, 
Chalcis, Oreos, Eretria, and,Demetrias, which were all 
in the hands of the Romans. The jflEtolians fufpefted, 
that Rome defigned to appropriate them to herfeif; in 
vhich cafe, Greece, faid they, would indeed change its 
mafters, but not its condition. The fiifpicion of the -^to- 
lians was not ill-grounded; for the ten commiffioners, 
purfuant to the inftru£lion of the fcnate, had omitted the 
names of thefe cities, with a defign to keep them, as they 
were the keys of Greece, and thereby prevent Antiochus 

m Liv. ibid. 
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from entering that country. But the pro-confut prevailed 
with them to extend the decree to all the cities in Greece^ 
pot one excepted. By thefe means, the Achaeans were 
put into poffeffion of Corinth. Neverthelefs, it was re- 
folved in the council of tAe ten commiflioners, that the 
citadel of Corinth, and the two cities of Demetrias and 
Chalcis, ftiould be held by the Romans as long as they 
were under any appr^henfions of a war with Antiochus "• 
1R^ Greih ^nd now the time of the Ifthmian games drawing near, 
ilebtht ^^ expeftation of what was to be tranfafted there, kept 
i?w<nf- ^very body in fufpenfe. The decree of the Roman com- 
miffioners was not yet divulged, and the future fate of 
Greece was the topic of all converfations. Some, but 
very few, hoped their liberty would be yeftored. Mod 
of that numerous ailembly could not be perfuaded, that 
the Romans would part with the cities they had taken. 
The multitude were in this uncertainty when ttie ap- 
pointed day came for beginning the games. The pro* 
conful Flaminius, attended by the ten commiilionersa 
took his place ^ (ilence was proclaimed by found of trum-i 
pet ; and the herald advanced into the middle of the are«* 
iia) as it were to pronounce the lifual form of words ; but 
the Greeks, to their great furprize, heard him utter the 
following words : " The fenate and people of Rome, and 
Quin£):ius Flaminius, pro-conful, after having overcome 
Philip, and quieted Macedon, declare the Corinthians, the 
Phocaeans, the. Locri, all the Euboeans in the iilahd, the 
Magnefians, the Theffalians, the Perroebi, the Achaeans, 
;ind Phthiotes, free from all kind of fervitude. All thefa 
nations ihall live in an independent (late, and be governed 
only by their own laws.'* In this vaft affembly, all had not 
heard equally the voice of the herald, occaConcd by the 
noife and confufion which immediately arofe. Such as 
were at a greater diftance left their places to afk thofe who 
were hearer what they bad heard. At laft there was a 
univerfal outcry from all corners of the ftadium, demand- 
ing that the herald (hould repeat the proclamation. Then 
fhe trumpet founded ags^in, and the herald with a more 
diftinfl: and . loud voice, proclaimed liberty to all the 
Greeks without exception, He was heard with the inoft 

!)rofound filencc, and not a (ingle word of the decree was 
oft. And now, being fully aflured of their happinefs, 
they cxprefTed thfir fatisfadion with fuch tranfports o( 

• " Ltv. lib. xxxiii. cap. 30, 35. Polyb. Exccrp. Lcgat. p. 795, 
$00. Plut. in Flftipin. 

Joy 
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Joy as arc not to be conceived (Z). They all crouded 
round Flaminius, calling him the deliverer of Greece, and 
prefling to kifs his hand. The croud was fo great, andt 
they threw fo many crowns and garlands upon him, that 
be wt)uld have run the hazard of being ftifled, had not 
the vigour of his age, he being then in his thirty-third 

fear, and that joy which fo glorious a fcene raifed in hi^ 
reaft, enabled hirii to undergo fo great a fatigue. At 
length the games began ; but the fpeftators could look at. 
nothing but the proteftor and^ reftorer of their liberties, 
iadmiring the difintereftednefs of the Romans in general, 
and the conduft of the pro-conful in particular^ But, 
after all, Rome found her account in thefe afts of gencr 
rofity ; for they gained her the hearts of the Greek na- 
tion, and by that acquifition encreafed her power without 
enlarging her dominions. 

After this folemnity, the prorcbnful, to complete the Dfm^ri^u 
work, convened a general aflembly at Corinth, and there cialds, i 
declared, that he would evacuate Demetrias, Chalcis, and ^f''^^^' 
Acro-Corjnth ; which he relinquifhed accordingly, and cuaudby 
then began to prepare for his journey to Rome. The tht Ro- 
Greeks, with tears in their eyes, aflured him, that they «w?w^ 
fliould ever retain a grateful remembrance of fo gracious 
a protefl-orj and, to give him, before their departure, 
fome pledge of their afreftion, they fought for all the Ro- 
mans that were reduced to flavery on the coafts of Greece^" 
and delivered them up to him without ranfom. They 
amounted to twelve thoufand, the greateft part of them 
having b^en taken by Hanibal in Italy, and fold to the 
Greeks. The Achjeans alone bore the charge of their re- 
demption, which amounted to a hundred talents. With 
this attendance the pro-conful, after having withdrawn 
the Roman forces from Acro-Corinth, Demetrias, and 
Chalcis, embarked at Oricum on his return to Italy, ^ 

leaving Greece to enjoy the happinefs which he had . 
reftoredP. 

The only circumftance that reflefted diihonour on Fla- Nahis left 
minius, and ftained his reputatibn, was his leaving the '^ popffiom 
ufurper Nabis in pofreffioil of Lacedsemon, without ever ^f^P^^^^ 

* Plut. in Flamin. P Liv. lib. zxxiv. cap. 4. Plut. in Flamin. 

(Z) Plutarch tells us, that a body of people, that foroc 

the air was put into fuch a vio- crows, which were accidentally 

lent agitation by the acclama* flying over the aflembly, fe& 

lio^s and fliouts of fo numeroua down in the arena ( 1 ) • 

(1) Plut in Flamin^ 

fl4 jopce 
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once mentioning, in the treaty of peace, the unhappy 
Agefipolis, who was the lawful heir, and had fought, 
^uring the war, under the Romnn ftandards (A). 

Not long after the departure of the Romans, Nabis be- 
gan to raife infarre£lions in the maritime cities, which 
)ie had been obliged to give up by the treaty of peace. 
As they were garrifoned by tie Achtcans, he attempted 
to drive them out, and even laid fiege to Gythium, an 
important place, which FlamiDius had taken fiom him. 
Thefe hodilities obliged the Achseans to have recourfc to 
the Remans, who fent Flamiiiius again into Greece, tp 
enquire into the flate of afTain- on the fpot- At his' ar- 
rival, he found Nabis engaged in the fiege of Gythium, 
and the Achseans aflembled at their general diet, which 
thiJcha^ was held at Sicycn. The alTembly were for taking up 
amsdtclari arms immediately, and invading the Lacedaemonian ter- 
^—R^K ritpries.; but Flanunius advifed them to wait the arrival 
#««/ Na. pf ti^g Ronr.an fleet, which the praetor Bjebius was ordered 
to bring to their affiftance. Neverthelefs, the aflembly 
was flill in fufpenfe what part to aft, and the leading men 
divided among themfelves ; fonie were for following the 



(A) . Plutarch accounts for 
this ft range propceding ; and 
tells us, that Flaminius pro- 
pofed only fuch conditions as 
he hoped the tyrant would not 
reje^i, being impatient to re- 
turn to Rome, becaufe the re- 
putation of Fhilopoemen began 
to eclipie his. They were 
both in the fame camp, and in 
the flime confederacy \ and the 
foldiers, in their difcourfes, 
often compared them together, 
always preferring the Greek 
general to the Roman. They 
imputed the pro-conful's fuc- 
cefles to the bravery and intre- 
pidity of his legions ; but itna- 
nimoufly agreed, that Philo- 
poemen'« viSories were entirely 
Owing to himfelf. And truly, 
fays our author, no one under- 
stood better than Philopoe- 
rnen how to draw up an army, 
fci?e advantageous pofts, fuit 



the dlfpofitlon of his troops to 
the ground, order evolutions 
at a proper time, make an at- 
tack feafonably, or judge ofthe 
cirtical time for a retreat (2)* 
Flaminius, on the other fide, 
tlough inferior to the Achaan 
in the art of commanding ar- 
mies, yet far furpaffed him in 
a|l other virtues and qualifi- 
coitions. Neverthelefs, he was 
very uneafy to fee himfelf fur- 
ptailed by a Greek in that cha- 
racter, which moft dazzles the 
ejes of the multitude; and 
this made hi;n fo zealous for 
pjitting an end to the war, 
contrary to the opinion of 
tl e moil judicious apiong th^ 
Grrecks, who were for purfuing 
^ abis to the laft extremity, 
k lowing, that Greece would 
never enjoy a lading peace fo 
ng as Nabis wor^ the crowtf 
Lacedsemon, 



ns 



(») Plut. in Flamin, & Philopcera. 
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advice of Flaminius, others for attacking the Lacedaemo- 
nians without lofs of time : they oi^ly waited for the de- 
cifion of Phllopoemen, who was then praetor, and pre- 
fided in "the aflcmbly. But that prudent general was not 
in hade to give his opinion : " It is a wife inftitution of 
ours," faid he, *' that our praetors (hall not deliver their 
opinions when the aflemblies are deliberating about war. 
It is your buiinefs to determine what to do, and mine to 
execute your orders ; and I will take all poflible care that 
you (hall not repent of your choice, whether it be for war 
or peace." Thefe words inclined the aflembly more 
powerfully to a war, than if he had openly declared for it; 
and a decree was iffued, ordering troops to be levied with- 
out delay, and leaving the whole management of the war 
to Philopoemen 'J. 

The brave Achaean, being invefted with this power, 
was in doubt what to do ; on one hand, he thought it 
would be of great advantage to wait till the arrival of the 
Roman fleet, according to the advice of Flaminius ; on 
the other (ide, he judged it might be dangerous to fuffer 
Nabis to purfue the fiege of Gythium, and expofe the 
Achaean garrifon to the rage of the tyrant. He therefore 
took a middle way, which was, to get ready the Achaean 
Clips, with a defign to give the befieged fome relief, and 
interrupt the attacks of the enemy, at leaft towards the 
fea. But this defign required a man of fome experience 
in maritime affairs ; whereas Philopoemen, though not in- 
ferior to any land-ofTicer, had never been on board a (hip 
but in order to go over to Crete as a pafTenger : however, 
he took upon him the command of the Achaean fleet, 
imagining, that he fhould be as fuccefsful by fea as he had ' 
been by land. But he found, to his coft, how ufeful ex- 
perience is oh all occafions 5 for Nabis, who had fitted out PMop^t" 
2L few (hips, filled \^ith rowers and foldiers ufed to fea- fMn^t/eat* 
fights, fell upon him, and, at the firft onfet, ;difperfed his ^ ty/*«« 
fleet, took fome of his (hips, and funk others. Philopoe- 
men was very near being taken j but as he had the caution 
to go on board a light vefTel before the engagement, he 
made his efcape ; and, though purfued clofe by the enemy, 
got fafe into the port of Patrae ^ 

The fate of this ill-concerted expedition did not dif- 
courage the brave Philopoemen, but only taught him to 
afl; with greater caution and prudence for the future. 

qPlut. in Philopoem, Liv. Ub. xxxv. cap. 15. rPlut.& 

Li v» ibid. 
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Nabis, elated with this advantage, thought that no tfiore 
attempts would be made to throw any mccours into Gy- 
thium \ therefore turning the fiege into a blockade, he left 
only the third part of his forces before the place, and with 
the reft guarded the pafles through which fuccours might 
be brought to the beCeged city, efpecially a port called 
Pleiae. In this camp Philopoemen refolved to attack the 
^Lacedaemonians ; accordingly, having gathered together 
foiiie boats, and manned them with Achxans, he or- 
dered them to advance towards Pleiae, while he marched 
along fhore to the fame place. Both the boats and Phi- 
lopoemen, with his army, arrived at Pleiae in the night, 
and found the enemy faft afleep, without any watch, as 
Bigmns a thinking themfelves in a fecure place. Upon the firft 
€9mpltt$ fignal, firebrands and burning matter were thrown from 
^ iak' ^^^ boats, and the Acliaean general at the fame time fur- 
(9 hiuL rounded the camp, to fall on thofe who might attempt to 
make their efcape. As the Lacedaemonians were not fur- 
nilhfed with tents, they had made huts of branches of 
trees, which, taking fire, obliged them to fly in great con- 
fufioh. But fuch as efcaped the flames were cut in pieces 
by the Achaeans, who had feized on all the pafl!es \ fo 
that very few reached the camp before Gythium. Philo- 
poemen, having thus retrieved his reputation, which had 
been lefl^ened by the failure of his maritime expedition, af» 
fembled the Achaeans, in order to confult with them 
about the meafbres he fliould take f6r the relief of Gy- 
thium. It was refolved in the aflembly, that he (hould 
advance to Lacedaemon, as if he defigned to lay fiege to 
(hat city. This, they thought, woiild be the heft expe- 
dient to make a powerful diverfion, and force Nabis to 
raife the fiege. But, in the mean time, the attacks being 
carried on with great vigour, the place was taken the 
very day that the Achaean army appeared before LacedaD* 
inon. Nabis, therefore, without lofs of time, haftened to 
Lacedaemon, and found the Achaeans marching through a 
iiarrow pafs, their feveral bodies being at a confiderable 
dillahce from each other. Philopoemen was not a little 
furprifed at the fudden appearance of the enemy, and 
the narrownefs of the place doubled his concern : how* 
ever, without (hewing any uneafinefs, he drew up his 
men in the moft artful manner poflible ; he pofted his 
Achaeans in the-firft line, and behind them the Cretan 
auxiliaries ; his cavalry he ranged by the fide of a brook 
for the convenience of watering their horfes \ he placed 
» his baggage on the top of a rock, with a detachment to 

guar4 
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guard it. In this difpofitlon he waited till the enemy 
came up^ without fearing the confequences of an engage- 
ment. In the mean time night drew on, and both armies 
remained in the fame pofture. Philopoemen, in the night- 
time, polled a ftrong body of his beft troops in a valley, 
ordering his horfe to retire, till they drew the enemy into 
the ambufcade he had laid for tbem. Early next morning 
the a£lion began, and the horfe engaged firft. The 
Achaean cavaky ^^as commanded by Lycortas, the father 
of Polybius the hiflorian. At firft the difpute was warm^ 
and the advantage equal; but Lycortas, according to the 
orders he had received, in the heat of the engagement, be- 
gan to give ground, and, retiring in good order, drew the 
enemy into the ambufcade ; then, facing about, he at- 
tacked them in front, while the troops that lay concealed, 
flanked them with incredible fury. The viftory was then 
no more doubtful; the Lacedaemonian cavalry betook- 
themfelves to a precipitate flight, and moftofthem would 
have been cut in pieces, had not the Achaean general, 
who was more afraid of the narrow roads than of the 
enemy, founded a retreat. Nabis, fufpefling that Philo- 
poemen defigned to feize the pafi!es leading to Lacedae- < 
mon, and thereby cut ofi^ his retreat, marched off with 
part of his troops to prevent him. This report Philopoe- 
men had caufed to be fpread in the Lacedaemonian camp 
by one of his own men, who fled thither as ar deferter ; 
and accordingly made his advantage of it : for Nabis was 
no fooner gone, than he attacked his fon-in-law Pytha- 
goras, who was left to guard the camp ; and, forcing the 
trenches, poflefled himfelf of the baggage and warlike 
engines. He left a detachment in the enemy's camp, 
and, with the reft of the army, purfued the fugitives with 
great flaughter. The Lacedaemonians being now entirely 
difperfedy he divided his army into a great many fmall 
bodies, ordering them to lie concealed on the roads that 
led to the gates of Lacedaemon, being apprifed, that, by 
the favour of the night, fuch as were rambling in the 
woods would attempt to enter the city. His defign fuc- 
ceeded, and the Lacedaemonians were either cut in pieces, 
or taken prifoners, as they were in the night making to- 
wards the city. Thus the tyrant loft the flower of hia 
troops ; and Philopoemen, after having laid wafte great 
part of Laconia, returned home, loaded with fpoils and 
glory. 

But what moft of all raifed the fame and reputation of 
Philopoemen, was his joining the powerful' city of Lace- 
daemon 
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Yr. of F1. dsmon to the Achaean commonwealth ; by which means 
*'57' tlie Achaeans tame to eclipfe all the other ilates of Greece- 
Ante Cbr. -j^ig memorable event we have already related; and 
'^ * therefore fhall only add here one circumftance, which, in 
Sparta ^^ Opinion, reflefts greater luftre on Philopoemen than 
jetMedtt all his warlike exploits. The Lacedaemonians, overjoyed 
thtAeh^aa to fee themfelves delivered from the oppreffions they had 
•^•'' long groaned under, ordered the palace and furniture of 
Nabis to be fold \ and the fum accruing from thence, to 
the amount of a hundred and twenty talents, to be pre- 
fented to Philopcemen, as a token of their g;ratitude. 
Deputies therefore were to be appointed, who fliould carry 
the money, and defire Philopoemen, in the name of the 
Agrefiij»' fenate, to accept of the prefent. On this occafion it was, 
fiance 9j that the virtue of the generous Achaean appeared in its 
^^Jf/bi' pcateil luftre ; for fo great was the opinion which the 
terefiid' Spartans had of his probity and difintereftednefs, that no 
wefim one could be found who would take upon him to offer the 

prefent: ftruck with veneration, and fear of difpleafing 
him^ they all begged to beexcufed. At laft they obliged, 
by a public decree, one Timolaus, who had formerly been 
his gueft, to go to Megalopolis, where Philopoemen lived, 
and offer him this tefliniony of their regard. Timolaus, 
•with great relufbance, fet out iFor Megalopolis, where he 
was kindly received and entertained by Philopoemen. 
Here he had an opportunity of obferving the ftricftnefs of 
his whole condu6t, the'greatnefs of his mind, the fruga- 
lity of his life, and the regularity of his manners ; which 
ftruck him with fuch awe, that he did not dare once to 
mention the prefent he was come toorFer j infomuch that, 
giving fome other pretence to his journey, he returned 
home with the money. The Lacedaemonians fent him 
again ; but he could no more prevail upon himfelf now 
than the firft time, to mention the true caufe of his jour- 
ney. At lad, going a third time, he ventured, with the 
utmx)ft reluftance» to acquaint Philopoemen with the offer 
he had to make, in the name of the Lacedaemonians. 
Philopoemen heard him with great calmnefs ; but the in- 
ftant he had done fpeaking, he fet out with him for Sparta, 
■where, after having acknowleged his obligation to the 
Spartans, he advifed them to lay out their money in re- 
forming or purchafing thofe mifcrcants who divided the ci- 
tizens, and fet them at variance by means of their feditioiis 
difcourfes ; to the end that, being paid for their (ilence, 
|hey might not occafion fo many diftraftions in the go- 
Tjcrnment: ** for it is much more advifeable," faid he, 

« to 
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*' to flop any enemy's mouth than a friend's ; as for ihe, 
I (hall always be your friend, and you fhall . reap the be- 
nefit of my friendfhip without expence •." Such was the 
difintereftednefsof this noble Achaean! 

The Achaean republic was now become formidable) 
the addition of Lacedsemon had greatly increafed its 
power; but, at the fame time, divifions arifing among 
the confederate cities, the Romans began to let theni 
know, that the republic of Achaia was in fome degree 
fubjefl to that of Rome. MefTene and £lis, two cities of Mtjen§ 
Achaia, had fided with Antiochus, and refufed^ to come andElis 
to the Achaean diet. Diophanes, at that time praetor, re^it/nm 
raifed fome troops, and advanced, at. the head of them, ^^f^ 
into the territories of the two rebellious cities, laying wafte 
the country, in order to bring them to their duty. The 
inhabitants had recourfe to Flaminius, who then refided at 
Chalcis, protefting, that they had rather fur^-ender them- 
felves to the Romans, than live fubjeft to the Achaeans. 
Fiaminius immediately left Chalcis, and haftening to Me- 
galopolis, fent orders from thence to Diophanes, enjoin- 
ing him to defift from hoftillties, and meet him at Mega- 
lopolis. The praetor obeyed; and Fiaminius,, after hav- 
ing gently reproved him for difturbing the peace, advifed 
"him to difband his troops, afluring him, at the fame time, 
that he would fettle the affair of the Meflenians and Eleans 
to the fatisfacllon of the Achaeans. Accordingly he fub- 
jefled them to the diet, and obliged them to deliver up 
the Achaean exiles they kept in their cities. This condu^ 
of Fiaminius was greatly applauded by the Achaeans; ,for 
the Meffenians earneftly intreatcd hin> to put a Roman 
garrifon into the city, protefting, that they had rather be 
fubjeft to Rome than to Achaia. But FJaipinius had an- 
other point in view, which was to perfuade the Achaeans 
to deliver up to him the ifland of Zacynthos, which they 
had lately purchafed. Diophanes could not, by any 
means, be prevailed upon to part with it: whereupon 
Fiaminius ordered the aflembly to be called, and there 
gave a fignal proof of his abilities, convincing the Achae- 
ans, that the parting with an ifland, which they had 
lately purchafed, would prove very advantageous to their 
republic (B). jj^^ 

* Plut. in Phllopoem. 

(B) Thefpeech he made on Greeks. ** I look on Achaia, 
this occalion is entirely accom- faid he, as a fort of tortoife, 
iuodAted to the genius of the which natut-c has guarded with 

it» 
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New difputjBS foon arofc among the Achaeans, whici 

gave the Romans a fair opportunity of exerting their au;* 

ihority even over their ^lics, and thofe nations which 

they nad .declared free. The general afTembly of the 

Achseans had been held, time out of mind, at ^gium $ 

but Ffailopoemen, who was then praetor, thought fit to 

~ divide the honour and advantages which thofe aflemblies 

brought to the places where they were held, among all 

the cities of the Achxan league, and had named Argo$ 

for the place of the next diet# But the inhabitants of 

/Eeium oppofed this regulation, and had rccourfe to M. 

Fulvius Nobilior, who, after having reduced the -^to^ 

KanSy and made himfelf mafter of Cephalenia, refided iij 

that ifland} to decide, as ht faid, fuch difputes as ihould 

arife oetwecn any of the Greek cities or republics. Thus, 

under the chara£ier of a peace-maker, he was in reality 

the fovereign of Greece, and gave laws to the whole coun-* 

try. The ifland of Cephalenia being now in the hands of 

the Romans, a way was open for the legions into Pelo^ 

loponnefus, which was only divided from it by a fmall 

arm of the fea, about twenty-four miles over. Fulvius, 

therefore, upon the firft notice of this difpute, crofled 

over into Peloponnefus, and the whole matter was referred 

to his .determination. His inclination led him to favour 

the inhabitants of ^gium ; but feeing that the other party 

was more numerous, he withdrew from the affembly with-* 

out declaring his opinion. It was enough for him that 

the difpute had been brought to his tribunal '. 

Yr. of Fl. The quarrel that arofe oetween the Lacedaemonians and 
*J59' Achaeans was of more confequence. Flaminius had giveii 

Ante Cbr. ^^jj the places on the coaft of Laconia to the Achaeans, whd 
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its (hell. If it thrufts out its 
head or feet ever fo little be- 
yond its armour, it is in dan- 
fer of being trod upon, and 
urt. The frontier cities which 
furround you, Achieans, are 
your (hell, and your natural 
defence : but as to any acqui- 
Qtions beyond the continent, 
thofe are parts of your (late 
which are expofed to infults, 
and which you cannot fecure 



without being at a greatef 
charge than they are worth.** 
This fpeech, which was found- 
ed on good fenfe, convinced 
the Achzans, that their new 
purchafe would prove rather 
prejudicial than ufeful to their 
republic ; and, therefore, they 
unanimouily ordered, that it 
(hould be delivered up to the 
Romans (i). 



(1) Liv. lib. xxxvi. cap. %%» 
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kept garrifons in t]bem, even after Laceda^mon had acceded Tfu Uut^ 
to the Achaean league. This reftraint ifome of the lead- d^fwmiMi 
Ing men among the Lacedsemonians could not brook 5 and ^'^^?J^ ** 
therefore, to deliver themfelves from this flavery, they 'tkemfelvSa 
attacked, in the night, a fmall city on the coaft, called from cki 
Las(C); but were repulfed by the inhabitants, and the AcA^am 
JLacedfeemonian exiles, who there enjoyed quiet under the ^*5*'» 
proteAion of Achaia. This attempt alarmed the exiles^ 
who brought their complaints to the council of the Achae- 
ans. Philopoemen, who was an avowed friend and pro- 
tedlor of the exiles (for they had been driven out for op- 
pofing the tyrant), was then praetor. He reprefented to 
the aSembly the attempt upon Las as an infult offered to 
all Achaia ; and caufed a decree to be enafted., command- 
ing the Lacedaemonians to deliver up the Authors of that 
enterprize, on pain of being treated as enemies. Am- 
bafladors were fent to Lacedaemon, to give them notice 
of this decree ; but this ftep ferved only to exafperate the 
minds of a proud people. They immcdiately^put to death 
thirty of thofe who were known to be in the Achaean in- 
tereft, diflblved their alliance with Achaia, and fent am- 
baiTadors to Fulvius, the proconful, intreating him to 
come and take pofleflion of their city. Thefe proceedings, 
and the powerful proteftion which they were imploring, 
did not deter Philopcemen from declaring war againft 
Lacedaemon. However^ as the feafon was far advanced, 
the Achaeans contented themfelves with plundering part of 
the Lacedaemonian territory, and harafling the inhabi- 
tants with frequent. incurfions. 

At the return of the fpring, both parties made prepara- 
tions for war ; and hoftilities were carried fo far, that they 
forced Fulvius to leave Cephalenia, and come into Pelo- 
ponnefus. On his arrival he ordered an affembly to be 
convened at EHs, to difcufs the pretenfions of Achaia 
over Lacedaemon ; but, after hearing both parties, he 
was fo perplexed, that he could come to no determina- 
tion. He did all that lay in his povi^er to reconcile the 
contending parties; but they were too untraftable to 
come to an accommodation, rie therefore advifed them 
to fend ambafladors to Rome, and, while the caufe was 
undecided, to fufpend all hoftilities. They followed hid 
advice, and deputies were immediately difpatched to 

(C) Las xvas fituated on the borro^^'ed its name, the wprd 
Laconic Gulf, fouth of Sparta, AS? fignifying, in .Greek, a 
on a ftony foil, .and in a ecu n- J^one* 
try full of rocks, whcnqe it 

. Rome. 
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Both far* 
tiisfind 
ambaffa^ 
dors to 
Rom4, 



Romo* The Achxans appointed two great meti to plead 
thei/caafey who were or a different charafter. Thefe 
were Diophanes, a man of moderation^ and of a tra£labl^ 
difpofition ; and Lycortas, the father of Polybius, a man 
entirely addi£led to Philopoemen. Diophanes referred 
the decifion of the caufe to the arbitration of the fenate : 
Lycortas maintained the decree of Fhilopoemen^ and 
urged, that it could* not be reverfed, without making 
void the regulations of Flaminius, who had committed 
the care of the coaft to the Achxans. The fenate was un- 
willing to difguft the Achxans ; but, at the fame time, 
thought the Lacedxmonians worthy of compaflion- They 
returned, therefore, a dark and ambiguous anfwer, which 
each party interpreted in their own favour. 

The Achxans pretended that it gave them full power 
to infli£): on the Lacedxmonians the punifhment they de- 
ferred : whereupon Philopcemen, who was continued in 
his prXtorAiip, taking the field, marghed to the walls of 
Lacedxmon, and there fummoned the city to deliver up 
the authors of the attempt upon Las ; promifing, th:af 
they fhould' not be condemned without a fair trial. Upon 
thispromi{e, all thofe, whom Philopoemen demanded by 
name, fet out for the Achxan camp, attended by the chief 
citizens of Lacedxmon, who looked upon their caufe as 
their own. Being arrived at the camp, their malecontent 
countrymen crouded round them, and, with an infulting 
air, began to vent the moft injurious eicpreffions againft 
them ; from words they came to blows, and the Achxan 
officers had occafipn to exert all their authority to appeafe 
Lactdamon the tumult. As the Lacedxmonian exiles continued com- 
reduced by plaining of their hard treatment, they engaged the Achxan 
thi Acha-i foldiers in tjieir quarrel ^ and, on a fudden, fell uppn the 
Lacedxmonians with fuch fury, that feventeen of tliem 
were killed upon the fpot ; feventy-three were, with the 
greateft difficulty, refcued out of the hands of the en- 
raged multitude. Philopcemen did not intend to pardon 
them ; but was unwilling it fliould be faid, that they had 
been condemned without a trial. They were, therefore, 
next morning produced before the multitude, who, fcarce 
fuffering them to anfwer for themfelves, condemned and 
executed them iall without exception. This fevere execu- 
tion (truck the Lacedxmonians witH fuch terror, that thcjr 
furrendered at difcretion ; and Philopoemen, whofe point 
was to humble the Lacedxmonians, treated them as if 
their city had been taken by ftorm ; he commanded them 
to demolifli their walls, difband all their mercenaries, drrve 

cut 
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I cwft ail the flaves, whom the tyrants had fet at liberty, re- Conditions 
[ ceivc the exiles, and^ laftly, renounce the laws of Lycur- /'•o^>*<^ i^ 
I gas, and, for the future^ govern thcmfelves only bythofe ^^^opa- 
of Adiaia-. .'"'"• 

The Ltcedo^monians readily demoliChed their walls $ 
for Laced%nlon had long fubfifted without any other de- 
fence thaii the4>ravery of its cititcns. The recalling of 
the exiles was what they were m<A averfe to ; but Philo- 
poemen and the Achseans were inexorable, and would, by 
all means, have the exiles rcirtftated in their ancient ho- 
nocrrs, froni which they had beefi driven by the tyrants. 
But the moft fatal Wow #as the abolition or the laws of 
the wife Lyciirgtis, which, fevere ais they were, the Lace- 
dieinomans bsid obfenred for the Q)ace of feven hundred 
years *; Such Was the fate of one of the moft illuftriou« 
cities of Creece (D). 

The Lacedemonians fent ambaffadors to Rome; to com-» no Laco'^ 
plain of this cruel treatment ; and Lepidus, who M^as then damonians 
conftii^ wrote a letter to the Achaean confederacv> ac- ^^^n '^"'' 
quainting them, that the fenate did not approve cti fuch jj^^/^f ' 
inhuman proceedings- Hereupon the Achseans immedi- 
ately difpatched Nicodetnus of Elis to Rome, to juftify 
their -condjUift. Upon his return, he acquainted his re- 
public, that Rome was not pleafed with the fubvcrfion of 
the government of Sparta,' with the demolition of the 
walls, and the 'j^utting to death fo mariy of the inhabitants ; 
but, at the fame t^n^e, did -tiot annul the decrees which 
the affemWy had enaSed. ' Rortie had then affairs of * 

greater importance on hrer'Tiands.; and therefore deferred 
the difcnfliqn of this poiht td a more proper fcafon y. 

The AchWan league was', irt this time, in great repute The friend* 
all over the Eaft,«nd the fHendfliip of fo powerful a ftate fiip oftht ' 

Achaans 

■ Liv. Hb. xxxviii.'Cafp. 30^54. * Liv, ibid, • y Polyb.in, iiiff,rinm 
Legat.cap.4«-P-^5*> «5»- of Afia. 

(D) Thiscruel treatment of. moftofthem had been banifhed 

fo renowned a city as Sparta, by Machanidas,Lycurgus, and 

reflet no great honour on Phi- Tsabis, for attempting to place 

lopoemtn; pUitarch, wtiojuftly on the throne Agenpolis, to 

ranks him ampng the grcateft whom x\\t kingdorti of Spartl 

comnwrnders of Gfcice, feerps',' of right belonged : but all the 

m foi»e 'raealfttw, to pal'Fiaw other flcps Phrbpoetnen took, 

this atdion, 6*ce be could not onthiiroGcalion, betrayed a re- 

jtfftify it. His infiftiog upon vengeful temper, which could 

the re-eftabliftiment of the ex- not be fatisfied but by the utter 



lies was not bkut^k: f iar dbAnxftioa of his enemies. 
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courted by all the princes of Afia. Ptolemy, king of B^ 
gypt, fentambafladors to renew his ancient alliance Mritb 
the Acbaeans, and to offer the republic fix thoufand fluelds» 
and two hundred talents. His offer was accepted ; and 
LycortaS} with two others, deputed to thank him for the 
prefent, and renew the alliance. King Eumeaes alfo fent 
an embaffy for the fame purpofe, offering an hundred and 
twenty talents^ the intereft of which ihould be fettled on 
the members of the public council. Ambaffadors came 
likewife from Seleucus, king of Syria, offering the repub- 
lic, in the name of their fovereign, ten fhips of war com- 
pletely equipped, and defiring to have the ai^cieiit treaty 
of alliance confirmed by the affembly. All tbefe ^mbaf- 
£idors were beard in the diet, and the alliance with Pto- 
lemy and Seleucus was renewed ; but it was not judged 
expedient to accept, at that J unsure, of the (hips which 
the latter offered. As for £umenes, ApoUonius of Si- 
cyon exhorted, in a long fpeech, the Acbaeans, not only 
to reje£t the prefent that was offered by his ambaffadors, 
but to look upon him as an enemy, finco he attempted to 
bribe the members of that venerable.affembly \ an. attempt 
which he would not have made, if he had not fomething 
in view prejudicial to their true intereft. His fpeech was 
heard with great applaufe, and the reaewal of the alliiince 
poAponed till a farther opportunity *• 

The Romans, having now got the better of all their ene* 
mies in the £aft, refumed the caufe of the Lacedaemonians, 
husojtkiir y^i^ a defign to humble the Acfaaeans, whofe great power 
SW^inB- ^^fi^^ ^ '^^^^ ^^ iax^Xa jealoufy at Rome. Three com- 
miffioners were therefore named^ of which Q. Caescilius 
was the chief, to go firft into Macedonia, and from thence 
into Achaia, to examine matters on t}ie fpot. Thefe, 
having fettled the affairs of Macedon, purfuant to their 
commiffioni haftened to Peloponnefus» Ariftcnes, who 
was then praetor, hearing of their arrival, affembled the 
chiefs of the republic at Ai^os, and invited Caecilius, with 
his colleagues, thither. Caecilius, being. introduced to the 
council j began his fpeech by commendmg the zeal of the 
Achaeans for the welfare of their country, and extolling 
the wifdom of their governors. Hethen added, that he 
could not forbear telling them, that their behaviour, to- 
wards the Lacedemonians had been very much cenfured 
at Rome ; and therefore he e:$borted them to atone for 
dicir imprudent condu^^ on that occafioi^ Ariflenesi 
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^^10 a£led fecretty in concert with Casoilius^ did not 
ihake any reply. Diopbanes of Megalopolia, who was a 
profefled enemy to Philopoemen, made other complaints 
againft him ; but took no notice of his proceedings af La- 
cedaemon. Fhilopoemen^ Lycortas, and Archon* fpoke 
in their turns i and their fpeeches^ in defence of the late 
proceedings at Sparta^.ttiade fuch an impreffioii on the 
council y thati when Gascilius withdrew,, they came to ^ 
lefolittion, that nothing (hould be altered in the decrees «^ 
that had been enafked ; and that this anfwer ihould be 
grrea to the Roman commiiEoner^. When Caecilius 
beard it, he> defiled, that the general, aflembly might be 
convened^ But they replied, that he muft firft produce a 
letter from the fenate of Rome, whereby the Achaeans 
fliould be defiled to meet. As Caecilius had no fuch let- 
ter, they told him plainly, that they would not aflemble* 
This refufal exafperated the Roman to fuch a degree, that 
ke left Achaia, without making any farther inquiries *. 

On 4iis return to Rome, he acquainted the fenate with qj^ Acha^ 
what he had tranfa£^ed in Peloponnefus : whereupon ant and 
Apollonidas, whom the Achaeans had fent to plead their Laced^tmom 
caufe before the fenate, was introduced. He endeavour- ^^\'^'^f 
ed to juftify the cond^^^of Philopoemen and his country- /jj^'/' * 
men with refpe£t: to.. the Lacedemonians } and told them 
for what reafon they had refufed to call, at the infliance 
of Caccilius, a general aflembly. After the Achasan am« 
baffiidor, tfaofe from Sparta were admitted. Philopoemen, 
as^wehave obferved above, had reilored the Spartan ex- 
ilea; and thefe very exiles were the men, who, fince their 
return, had moft zealoufly contended for the recovery of 
the ancient fplendor and liberty of their native country. 
Two of thefe, Areus and Alcibiades, were, onthisocca- 
fion, appointed by the Lacedaemonians to implore the juf- 
tice of the Roman fenate. They reprefented with great 
eloquence, and in a very moving manner, the miferable 
condition to which Sparta, once miftrefs of Greece, was 
reduced ; how its-walls were demolifhed, and the citizens 
dragged into Achaia> and there fold for flaves; and how ^ 

the facred laws of Lycurgus, to which Sparta owed her 
grandeur and glory, were intirely aboliflied. 

The fenate, after having confidered the reafons on both AppUu 

fides, ordered Appius Claudius, and two others, who were Claudius 

foon to fet out for Macedon, to put an end to thi^ difpatc $ ^^^^7^'f 

and referred the contending parties to the ju(Jgemcnt ^attto ftu 

tUmaiters 
• Polyb. ibid. p. $53, 854,' ,„ AKham 

I 7, which 
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trhich thoTe deputies ihould gire on the fpot in tibe id* 
fembly ^f the Achxans. In the mean time, they roqiiire(£ 
die Achaeans to conyene their general afiembly, whenever 
the Roman ambaflador»&ouid defirfe it^ fince the Ronum 
fenate admitted them aa often a» they required an audi* 



^ice*** 



Some ^Smt belbi% the aniiral of die Roman conmiifli&aer* 

m Peloponnefusy Lycortas, at that time praetor, Uax^ 

moned the genei^l afiembiy to examine the affair of the 

Lacedaemonians, that he mi^ht be ready to anfwer ^ 

<}ueftions which the eommiffioners fliould aik hint, andy 

at the fame time, know how his own oountrymen ftood 

afi%£led. He reprefented to them what they had reafos 

to appi^hend from the Romans, who £eemed to ivnxm 

the intereft of Lacedaemon more than that of Adtaia : he 

expatiated ckieHy OH the ingratitude of Areus and Alci^^ 

blades, who, though they owedt their return into their 

own country to the Achseans, badyet been fe bafe as to 

fpeak in the fenate againft themy as. if they had driiren 

them from their country. He enAedrhis fpeecfa with diefe 

words : ** But, after all, they are titer fubje£ls ; and it is 

rebellion in them to bring a prooefi^ againft their mafters i^ 

< what punifhmelM Chen l^ave they not £ferved?" Attbefe 

words, loud crie$ were heard feom. alkyarts of- the affem* 

bly^ deiirlng the prattor to put the af&ir to the vote y ond^ 

northing beinjg' ii(tei>ed- to bat paffibn, a decxee'paflM^ 

condemning Areus, Alcilnades, and aii who attclmied 

them in their embalTy, to be put to death. Bot^ injEhe 

meantime, the Roman eomnrifiioners arrived, -and* the 

7he Ro» feene was changed. The aflemMy* of the AchaDaus w» 

mans if' then fitting at Clitor, a little city of AicadsaL As ibon as 

pou/e the Appius appeared in that conventbn, he rtook the ha^nft 

^the u[ t' P^^'^'^J ^"^ afted rather as a judge than a private deputy^ 

damQtttans- The harangue, with which he began, difcovered his in*- 

tentions; and made the Achaeans fear the worft. He^ld 

them, that the fenate had been ftrongly affeded with' the 

complaints of the Lacedaemonians, and could not btitdif* 

approve of all the fteps that had been taken ^n that.QCca- 

Hon : he inveighed againft the perfidioufneis and cnieky 

of thofe who had maffacred the envoys firom Laced8Bmo%. 

a city venerable for its antiquity ; and exclaimed againft 

the abolition of tKe laws of Lycurgus, which had beca fo 

rtiuch admired by all the nations of the world. Lycortas^ 

the praetor, who was a friend to Philopoemen, on whom 

^ Folyb, ibid. cap. 4s. Lif • lib* xxkix* cap. 33* 

the 
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llie accufation fell, undertook to defend the common 
£aufe of the republic, and the condu£t: of a great man^ 
whom he- loved. His fpeech, for which we refer our 
readers to Livy *, was very appofite, and well becoming 
the head of a nation. But Appius, without defcending to 
particulars, or taking any notice of the arguments Lycor- 
tas had produced to juftify their condu£t, defired them to 
rcftore to Lacedxmdn her ancient rights and privileges 
voluntarily, left Rome (hould force them to do juftice. 
Thefe words drew fighs from the whole affemblyj but fear 
had got the better of their refentment. They defired the 
commiiBoners to do what they thought proper j but nbt 
oblige the Ach^raiis to break their oath, by annulling the 
decree which they had fwornto obferve. This fubmif* 
fion appeafed the anger of Appius, who contented himfelf, 
at prcfent, with repealing tne fcntence that was juft be* 
fore pronounced againft Areus and Alcibiades. With this 
zQt of power and authority he put an end to the feffions, 
and, leaving Greece, returned to Italy *. 

' The commiffioners having made their report in the fe- The deem 
nate, it was decreed, that thofe perfons, who had been f^S^heA- 
condemned by the Achaeans, fliould be recalled and re- '^^^*' ^*- 
(tored; that all fentences, pronounced in the afTembly of fi^^g^^ 
Achaia againft Lacedaemon, fhould be repealed ; and, 
laftly, that, for the future, the Lacedaemonians fhould 
be deemed n^embers of the Achaean body, and treated 
accordingly. (X Marcius was appointed to go into 
Greece, and fee tbis fentence executed ; and he obliged 
both parties to accept and fign the decree. 

But this ftorrtj was fcarce appeafed, when another arofe* The city of 
The city of Mefiene bad been a member of the Achaean Mejene 
body ever fince the* war of the confederates. But one ^fif^^' 
Dinocrates, who had a particular enmity to Philopoemen, \\/Jck!tem 
detached it from the league, and was arming the Mefle- league. 
nians, his countrymen, in order to defend the city againft 
Fhilopcemen, then praetor the eighth time. The brave 
Achaean no fooner heard of the revolt, than he made hafte 
to feize the city of Corone (D), before the rebel had 
I made bimfelf mafter of it ; but, as he was fick, and ac? 
tually conBned to his bed with a fever, when intelligence 
Was brought him of the difturbances at MefTene, £)inoi 

l.iy. lib, xxxiXi cap. 35— 37. * Li v. ibid. ' 

(D) Coron« or Corone, Belvedere, and knQWn by the f 
Was a city of MefTenia, and fame name. 
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Hihtm- *crates got to Corone before him. Then the Achaean gtm 
^'^ neral, aiTembling the Megalopolitan youth, who had ofc 

^^tdnfitke ^^^^^ ^^ follow him as volunteers, and making a forced 
uhw% march, advanced towards Meflene, with a defign to fall 
upon the revolters, while Dinocrates was bufy at Corone; 
but, on his march, he met with Dinocrates, attacked him, 
and put him tp flight at the firft onfet. Fhilopoemen, on 
this occafion, forgot his (ickpefs, and the fatigues of the 
day before ; for he h?id marched from Argos to Megalo- 
polis, above fixty miles, in twelve hours. While the Me* 
galopolitans were purfuing the rebel?, 4 body of above fivc^ 
hundred men, whpnv Dinocrates had taken the precaution 
to leave in the open country about Meflene, to defend it| 
joined him. The Meflenians, being encouraged by thi^ 
reinforcement, faced about, and renewed the aftioji. The 
Megalopolitans, though led on by Philopcemen and Ly-s 
hia is de* aortas, were too weak to make head againft fuch a body 
fiatid* of freih men. Philopcemen, therefore, determined ^o 
retire in good order ; which branch of the military art he 
underftood better than any general of his age. To this 
end he marched into rough and narrow ways, whither the 
enemy could not, without danger, follow him. He 
placed Lycortas, and the Megalopolitans, in the van> an4 
he himfelf brpvight up the rear, facing about from time 
to time, and keeping the enemy at fome diftancc. As 
his troops retreated with too great precipitation, he was 
left qui^e ^lone in a defile, and furrounded by the enemy. 
However, they durft not even then attack him j but keep? 
ing at a diflance, drove him, with fhowers of arrows, 
into a narrow place, where he could not turn his horfe : 
yet ftill he fupported himfelf, though quite worn out with 
ficknefs, the fatigues pf his marcht s^nd old age, being 
then in his feventieth year. He fpurred on his horfe crols 
the rocks, and was very near rejoining the main body of 
Jiis fmall army, when nis horfe ftumbled, and threw him. 
By the fall he received a deep wound on the head^ and 
lay fenfelefs, till the enemies, thinking him dead, began 
Fhilopee- to ftrip him of his armour. He then opened his eyes» 
men taken and feent^ed to revive^ wheii Dinocrates, who never be- 
prij'oner. f^j.^ j^^^ dared to look hiin iii th^ figtcc, ordered his hands 
to be tied behind his back \ an4^ in that condition, ca^p 
ri^d him to Meflene. 

When the MeflTenians received the news of this viftoryi 

and heard that Philopcemen was taken prifoner, they sJl 

• ^ran to the gates of the city, to fee what they could no 

otberwife believe. Great w^s the joy pf the ^ebel cltji 

when 
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when the news was confirmed by the relation of thoft 
very Meflenians who had taken him : but upon the fight* 
of the hero of Greece^ reduced to captivity more by an 
accident than any want of valcftsr, moft of the fpe£tator$ 
were fo much touched with compaflion, that they could 
not refrain from tears : they remembered the exploits ojF 
this great man, tmderwhom many 'of them had fought 1 
they -remembered . the favours they had received at his 
hands, and how they had been, by his means, delivered 
from the oppreifions of the tyrant Nabis. The crowd 
was fo great, that many had not been able to fee him \ 
diey therefore defired he might be carried into the theatre, 
and there fhewn to the multitude ; but the magiftrates, 
fearing left the efteem and love which the Meflenians had 
formerly fhewn him fliould revive, did not fuffer the illu& 
trious priibner to be long exhibited in this manner. They 
hurried him away on a fudden to a vault called the Trea^- 
fury ; a fubterraneous place, where neither light nor 
air entered from without, ftopped by a large ftone, which 
was raifed up, and let down by a crane. In this cavern, 
Philopoemen, wounded, fick, and fatigued, fpent a mi- 
ferable night. 

Early in the morning,, the fenate and people met. The 
latter were for obtaining favourable terms in exchange for 
their prifoner, and fending him back to his ovim country ; 
but the fenators, who had been the authors of .the re- 
volt, and confequenUy .were afraid they fhould find in 
him an implacable enemy, agreed to put him to death ; 
and accordingly, without delay, fent the executioner into 
the vault, with orders to force the prifoner to drink a dofe 
of poifon. The moment the illuftrious Megalopolitan 
fav him carrying a cup in his hand, he guefled what he 
brought \ and, faifing himfelf up with great difficulty^ 
for he was very weak, afked the executioner with great 
tranquillity, ** Whether Lycortas, and the Megalopoli- 
tan youth, had got into a place of fafety," " Not one of 
them is killed," anfwered the executioner 5 " they have 
all made their efcape.** ** That is enough," replied Phi- 
lopcemen, '^ I die content." He then took the cup of 
poifon with great cheerfulnefs, and drank the fatal potion, PhU^^ 
Thus died one of the greateft heroes that Greece, or any nam put 
other country, ever produced. He was no way inferior ^•y^wA 
in valour, military knowlege, and virtue, to any of the ^j^^^ 
boafted heroes of Rome. Had Achaia been nearer to an ^ **** 
equality with Rome, he would have preferved his coun« 
try from the yoke, which the Roman republic forced it ta 
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Vear. Both At Greek and Roman writers put bim upo^ 
the level ^aiih Hannibal and Scipio» who were his coit* 
tein{M)rarieSj and happened to die the fame year. They 
allow htm to have been nA only one of the greateft conv- 
mandcrs, bat alio one of the greateft ftateiJaen of hia 
age. To his Talpur and prudence Achaia owed her glorjt 
which, upon his death, began to decline^ there being none 
after him, in that republic, able to oppofe her enemies, 
with the like fteadinefs and prudence ; whence Fhik^xE* 
men was called the laft of the Greeks, as Brutbs was af«! 
teru'ards ftyled the laft of the Romans *• 

Whe^ the tidings of his death were fpread among the 
Cities of the Achfiean league, the rage of the people 
againft his aflaffins was as great as their grief for the lofs 
of fo great a man. The general aifembly was immedi- 
ately convened at Megalopolis; and Lycortas, at that 
time the moft famous general in Achaia, ele£led in the 
room of the deceafed^ The new general, without lofs of 
lime, entered the MeiTenian territory, at the head of aa 
army which was foon raifed, all the young rneii that were 
fit to bear arms, expre{fing great eagemefs to revenge the 
death of a man to whom their country owed all its fpleiH 
dor. Lycortas had been his particular friend ; and there- 
fore was determined, at all events, to bring the authors 
of his death to condign puniihment. Thus, both the gci 
neral and foldiery breathing nothing but revenge, they 
advanced to the walls of Mefiene, after having laid wafte 
the whole territory, and fummoned the rebellious city to 
forrender. The people, in oppofition to the praetor and 
fenate, opened the gates to the Achaean troops, and put 
them in poAHTion both oi the city and caftle. This fub? 
miffive behaviour aiTuaged the wrath of Lycortas, who 
did not think it advifeable to treat the rebels as their fun 
rious revolt feemed to dcferve. He only infifted upon their 
delivering up the ringleaders of the rebellion, and fuch aai 
M^re concerned in the death of Philopcemen. They 
r^eadily complied with his requeft; and the afiaffins, load* 
ed with irons, were brought before him : but Dinpcrates^ 
to prevent a more cruel death, laid violent hands on him- 
frff. The reft vrere afterwards carried to R&galopolis, 
in order to be facrificed at the tomb of the deceafed 
hero ^ 

« Liv. lib. xxaix* cap. 48* Pkitan in Pbilopcem. p. 366^ 368* 
Eojjf b. in he^Mi ci^. 5s, 5^. ' ]|.iv. Flat. Ft)iyb. ubi lupra. 

And 
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Afid now nothing remained, but to pay the funcFal Pkitopa- 
)ionours to the body of PhilQpgemen, which had been left »''«V jA* 
ifnburied in the bottom of a dungeon. It was taken from . ^frMpmb 
thence with great pomp*; and being burnt, according to /« Megai^ 
cuftom, on a funeral pile, his afhes were depofited in an poUs* 
urn, adorned with fefbons and fillets. I^ycortas marched 
ou€ c^ the city in a kind of funeral triumph. The in-v 
fantry firft appeared, crowned with laurel, to (hew their 
vidiory, but ihedding 4oods of tears for their deceafed 
general. Next came the urn, carried by Polybius, the 
biftorian, fon of Lycortas, furrounded by the prime no^ 
bility of Achaia, and the MefTenian priioners bound in 
chains. The urn was followed by the cavalry in their 
richeft apparel and caparifbns. All the inhabitants of th^ 
neighbouring towns and villages flocked to meet the fo- 
lemn proceffion \ but it was vifible in every one's coun^ 
tenance, that their joy for the vidtory was damped with 
real grief on this mournful occafion. In this manner 
they advanced towards Megalopolin, Philopcemen's natives 
city 'y and, arriving there, paid him the laft honours with 
the utmoil pomp and magnificence. The Meflenian cap- Honours 
tives were ftoned at his tomb ; and each city of Achaia P^i^ to th§ 
gave fome fignal proof of the efteem they had for him, dIT^ ^^ 
and of the real grief they felt for the lofs of fo great a fntn^'^" 
hero. Statues were ere£led to his memory in moft cities 
of Greece, with proper infcriptions. The magiftrates of 
Megalopolis paflbd a decreci ordering a buU to be yearly 
facrificed at his tomb $ during which facrifice a panegyric . 
was pronounced, and a company of young children fung 
hymns in his^ praife ^ (£). 

When it was known at Rome, that the Achaeans had 
reftored the city of Mefiene to the league, their tsa^ 
)»fladors there were addrefied in quite different terms from 
^ofe which l^idbeen ufed before. The fenate told them, 

a Idem ibid* 

(E) Several years after, cufed him of having been ai^ 

when Csrinth was taken and enemy to the Romans, an(| 

dcftroyed by Mummius, a Ro- fhewn, on all occafjons, his 

man brought articles of im- hatred to the rem!rt)lic. The 

pcachnient againft Philopce- caufe was heard in council, 

men, in cnrder to have the ila- before Mummius ; and the 

tues and monuments ere£ked charge confuted^ with great 

all over Greece, to the me* eloquence and fol^dityi by Po- 

mory of this great man, thrown lybius, 
dcrwn and aboUihed. He ac-^ 

that 
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that they had been careful not to fuffcr either arms of 
provifions to be carried from Italy to Mcffene. This aft 
^kt iMpm- fertion plainly (hews the infincerity of the Romans, and 
teriiyoftki the little regard they had to truth in their tranfafiions 
/CMVMT/. ^jjjj other nations : for, when the Achaeans demanded 
the fuccours which they were obliged tp furniih them, 
according to the treaty, and defired, at leaft, that they 
would fuflTer arms or provifions to be tranfported out of 
Italy to Mefiene, it was anfwered, that, when any city 
broke off from the Achaean league, the fenate did not think 
themfelves obliged to enter into thofe difputes, nor con- 
cern themfelves with the claims and pretenfions which 
each might have. This was giving, as it were, the fignal 
to all the cities engaged in the Achaean league to take up 
arms, and feparate, as they pleafed, from the alliance. 
But now they endeavoured to perfuade the Achaeans, that 
they had prohibited the fubjedts of the republic from 
lending any kind of afliftance to the Meflenian rebels, and 
made! a merit with them of what they had not done. 
The Achaeans, at this time, were matters of all Pelopon* 
nefus ; Philip, king of Macedon, was preparing anew for 
war ; the j£tolians were difgutted with Rome, and An- 
tiochus ready to pafs over into Greece. No wonder, then, 
that Rome was very cautious of giving umbrage to the 
league at fo critical a jun&urc. , 

We have obferved above, that the Roman fenate had 
decreed, among many other articles, that Sparta flionld 
be admitted into the Achaean league ; and that Marcius 
had been fent into Greece, to fee this decree put in exe-* 
TA# laci' cution. However, the Achaean ambafiadors^ on their np^ 
iUmonian tum from Rome, acquainted the aiTembly, that the La- 
txiUsncur cedaemonian exiles, who had behaved with great ingrati^ 
s.i.1.. tude towards them, were not included in that decree, and 
confequently might be driven anew from the city, witb« 
out difobliging the fenate. Upon their report, the exiles 
were again ordered to depart the city, notwithftahding the 
ftrong oppofition made by Diophanes, who undertook to 
defend their caufe. Being thus reduced to their former 
ftate of mifery^ they fent ambaffadors to Rome, implor- 
ing the prote6^ion of the fenate. The fenators were 
^ touched with their complaints, and wrote letters to the 
council of Achaia, defiring them to give the Lacedaemo- 
nian exiles kave to fettle again in their native country. 
' Thefe letters were delivered to the exiles, and by them, 
on their retvim, to the council of Achaia ; which return- 
ed no other anfwer, than that the matter fcould be confi- 

' ' dcrc4 
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dered after the arrival of the Acfasean ambafladort from 
Rome. Not long after, the ambafTadors returned| and - 
declared before the council, that the fenate had written in 
favour of the exiles, not out of any regard to them, but 
to redeem themfelves from their importunities ^. 

After the ambafladors had been heard, Lycortas was of 
opinio^ that no notice ihould bd taken of the letters which 
the fenate had written ; but Hyperbates, who wa3> then 
praetor, and Callicrates, were of a different opinion. Ly- 
cortas, however^ carried it; and it was refoived, that 
ambafladors fhould be fent to acquaint the Roman fenate 
with the reafons which had moved them to adhere to 
their fprmer refolutions, notwithftanding their reobm** 
tnendation. Callicrates, Lyfiades, and Aratus, were ap« 
pointed ambafladors, and inftru£lions given them agree- 
able to the refolutions that had been taken. When they 
^rived at Rome, Callicrates aded in diredl oppofition to CalRiratit 
bis orders; for, being introduced to the fenate, he ex- ^*^^^*^ 
horted them to exert their authority over his ftubborn ^^'^^^ 
countrymen, telling them, that, if the Greeks paid no 
regard either to their letters or decrees, they ought to 
blame themfelves for it, fuch a negle& being entirely 
owing to their lenity and indolence. Thus the Greeks 
began to forge their own chains, and ambitious men prof- 
tituted to their private intereft, that liberty whigh their 
anceftors had purchafed and maintained at the expence of 
their lives. Callicrates was fo tranfported with ambi- 
tion, that he chofe rather to betray and ruin his country^ 
than fufier aqy other to have more authority in it thaa 
liimfelf. • . 

As he had treacheroufly pointed out the methods by 
which they might eafily weaken and crufli the Greek re- 
publics, it was concluded, that they fhould exert them- 
felves in heaping favours upon fuch as maintained the 
authority of Rome, and humbling thofe who prefumed 
to oppole it. Henceforth it was( a conftant ma^im of the 
^oman policy, to increafe the power and authority of 
fuch as favoured their ambitious views, in defiance ot the 
iaws and conftitutions of their refpefbive countries ; and 
opprefs, by all poflible methods, thofe who were fincere 
friends to the liberty which they had received from their 
anceftors. 

From this period, Rome began to treat the Achaeans 
' ipirith a high hand* Peremptory orders were fent them to 

i| Polyb* inLigat. cap. 54. 

reftore 



1*4 

4MS com- 
mamdidto 
Tifiwi thi 



ftrfth 
king of 

iwdeavaurs 
i$ ingra- 
timtt kirn* 
ftlf with 
thejiaus 
0/ Cruce } 



Vbc Hsftory of Acbaia. 

reftore the Lacedaemonian exiles, and pay an implicit obe^ 
dience to the decrees of the fenate* Letters were at the 
iiune time direded to the ^tolians, Boeotians, Acarna- 
nians, and other free dates of Greece, enjoining them to 
fee the orders of the fenate put in escecntion, and exhorW 
ing them to employ, in their refpedive commonwealths, 
xnen only of fuch noble fentiments as diftinguiflied the 
cfaara£ier of Callicrates. Thus the Romans requited the 
eminent fervices which the Achseans had done them in 
their wars with Philip and Antiocbus, and the inviolable 
fidelity, with which they adhered to them, when they 
were defpifed by the other cities of Greece (F), Calli* 
crates, on his return to Pelpponnefus, fpread fo artfully 
the terror pf the Roman name, and intimidated the pec^r 
pie Xo fuch a degree, that he was ele£ied prsstor \ in which 
employment he reftored the Lacedaemonian and Meffenian 
exiles, and omitted nothing th^f. co^ld any ways oblige his 
patrons the Romans. 

By thefe violent methods, Rome acquired numbers of 
flatterers, but loft many of her beft friends ; and, on the 
other fide, Perfcs, who had fucceeded Philip in the 
kingdom of Macedon, fpared no pains to gain over to hi^ 
party fuch as were diifatisfied with the Romans. That 
prince, being determined to (hake off the yoke which the 
Romans had laid on him, made it his whole buCinefs to 
detach the Greek cities and nations from their alliantc 
with Rome. To this end, thinking his prefen^cc necefiary 
among nations, who would perhaps fooner hearken to a 
neighbouring king than a diftant republic, he advanced 
towards Delphi, under pretence of difcharging a vow, 
bat, in reality^ to make alliances in Greece. With this 
view, he CFofTed Mount CEta^ and furprifed the Greeks 
with his fudden appearance among them. The terror 
fpread into Afia, and alarmed Eumenes in Pergamus; 



(F) Polybius afcribes this 
violeiit proceeding of the Ro- 
mans to the compafiion which 
the Spartan exiles railed in the 
breads of the (enfators. The 
Romans, fays he, are eafily 
moved to pity by the com- 



tion. And this it was that in* 
clined them to efpoufe the caufo 
of the Lacedaemonian ex- 
iles (i). But we muft remem«» 
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but PerfeSy after having confulted the oracle, fetitrned' 
into his own kingdom, pafiing through Phthiotis and 
"TheSAj^ without committing any hoftiiities in his march* 
His father had formerly been guilty of great cruelties in 
aM thofe countries, and therefore the fon not only took - 
care to conuait no violence on his march, but fent depu- 
ties'toaU the free (late$, or circular letters, remonftrat* 
kig) that they ought niot to continue tiie hatred dbey 
might kave conceited againft the father to the fon, who 
coortTed their friendship' ^^r 

His ohief intention was to gam over Ifhe Achaean re- Yr. of V\. 
pnUic, 'which trad oaivled its hatred fo far againft the 2170. 
Macedosuans> that they were not fuifered, 'Upon any pre- ^^^^ ^^* 
teace, std enter Achaia. fit was not only hatred, but po- '^ * 
licy, dsat had induced them to make fneh a decree; for gfpgaaliy 
though PliiUp had gixatty drfobliged them, efpecially by w/M tjL 
putting tllie Aratufea to death, yet he had proved, in many Achtans^ 
other .7e(%(e£tsy tery bienydficent to them; whence llhey 
were -vidi difficulty piKvaited upon to forfake him ; and, 
even aficr they had emeved into an alliance with the Ro« 
mans, fon» of their leardmg men ftiil faTOared their an- 
cioit ;aNy* Wherefore it was thought nocetery,' for the 
prefermtiofi of conobtd among themfekes, to ufe great 
ctrcunfpoflkni, left, by his agents, be ihotild foment di- 
i^fions^iit.the ftate.- l^efid^, hy hearkening 10 his mei^ 
fafec^ they ml^t have given jealotify t6 didr new alfies. 
O^ tbefe confiderations, the g«lieral a:fiembly of Achaia 
had ena^ed a docree, forividdlng any Macedonian to en- 
ter intva Achaia, oii pai»^f being treated as an enemy to 
the ftate* This decree cut odSF ^11 intercourfe and mean^. 
of reobhciliation with' the Msicedonians,' and thereby 
cncfhieid at. once the Ma<»d%>man fa£);ion ; bat, at the fan^e 
time, it proved very pfmadicisil both to the Achaans and 
Maicedonians ; for the flaves on both fides ufed to fly to 
the enemies of their matters, where they found a fure 
afylum, 'knowing thieyftioaid not be followed or claimed 
after that general prohi&itfoo. However, Perfes made 
the &A fl^ tow2a*ds a reeoadliation, by returning to the 
Achaeaiis cfoch ^ tiievr Aa^ft as had taicdfn f&n£buary in his 
domviK(Mis« With diis acceptable prefent he fent an 
lAtiging iMter,- exhorting tbem to take effe£tual methods 
for pvei^tmg their ilaves ^^mi finding, for the future, 
Bofuge^iii^ his domipions. This ftep was co<nfting theif^ 
friendihip, and tacitly demanding the re^eftablifhment ^ 

i IXvi lib, xlt* cap. ia» , 
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dieiriincieiit commerce. One Xenarchas, who was then 
praetor of Achaia, read the king's letter in a full aflem* 
biy ! it w^s heard with great applaufe, efpecially by thofe 
who had received their flaves » and moft of the leading 
n^ien were for annulling the decree forbidding all com* 
S^mitftke merce with Macedon. But Callicrates reprefented t6 
them the bad confequences of repealing the decree in io 
critical a juncture: he told them> that the Romans de« 
figned to make war upon Perfes ; that Perfes had nothing 
eUe in view, by fending back their flares, than to inyolve 
them, and all Greece, in this war; and that to enter 
into the leaft enga^ment with Perfes, was to renoonce 
their alliance with Rome, and draw all the Weft upon 
them. He therefore exhorted them, as they tendered the 
welfare of their country, to refufe the dangerous prefents, 
to live as utter ftrangers to Macedon, and to confirm the 
decree forbidding all manner of commerce with her. 

Archon, Xenarchus's brother, fpoke after Callicrates $ 
and endeavoured to prove, that the fear of an impending 
virar viras without foundation, fince Perfes had renewed 
his alliance with the Romans, was ^honoured by them 
with the^ title of friend and ally, and had lately enter- 
tained their ambafladors with great demonftrations of 
kindnefs: why then might not the Achseans, as well as 
the Epirets, JStolians, Thefialiaxis, and the other nations 
of Greece, reap the advantages of his neighbourhood? 
IVhy might not the Achieans, like the other free ftates, 
ceafe to be enemies to Perfes, without ceafing to be 
friends to Rome? .He concluded, that it would be time 
enough to declare againft the Macedonians, when' they 
were come to an open rupture with Rome ; but, till then, 
they had no reafon to be more zealous for their friends 
than their friends were for themfelves K 

Archon's difcourfe would have determined the aflembly 
to comply with the requeft of Perfes, had not Callicrates 
obferved, that the king had not vouchfiifed to treat widi 
them otherwife than by a ihort letter. This want of re* 
fpe£i, as Callicrates ftyled it, being artfully f reprefented, 
made the afllEmbly poftpone the determination^ and re* 
fufe, for the prefent, the king's offer. As foon as Perfes 
was acquainted with what had pafled at the diet, he fent 
ambafladprs to make the fame offers ; but the advocates 
of Rome found means to render all, their negociatioas 
iroitlefs^ 



^ Uv. ubi fupriy capi sy* ^ Liv* ibid* cap* %%t 
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Some years after, a war breaking out between th^ Ro* Yr, of Fl« 
Jtuins and Ferfes, great divifions arofe in all the cities and S179. 
free dates of Greece, fome favouring the Macedonians, -^"^^ ^'**''« 
and others, adhering to the Romans. The affcmbly of '^* 
Achaia was not exempt froin thefe difturbances; but tjj^ Ath^ 
Archon wifely prevented the ill confequences that might ans deekn 
attend them, by engaging all the chiefs of Achaia to for thg 
efpouie the caufe of the Romans. Archon was not much ^^*mm» 
inclined to the Romans, but rather favoured in his heart 
the Macedonian fa£tion : however, as he forefaw that 
Rome would at laft prevail, he was no fooner chofen 
praetor, than he prevailed upon the diet to pafs a decree^ 
empowering him to raife what forces he pleafed, and 
march with them to join the Romans* In the fame af- 
(embly it was refolved, that ambafTadors fhould be fent to 
Marcius, the Roman conful, who had already penetrated 
into 'yheffaly, to acquaint him with the refolution of the 
republic, and to know when and where the Achaean army 
fliould join him. Polybius, the hiftorian, being named Pofybius 
for this embaify, immediately fet out for the Roman camp, fent to the 
in order to fupprefs the reports that were fpread, of the ^omangem 
Achaeans intending to affift the Macedonians. "When he f/J^j^^^f 
arrived, he was received by the conful with great demon- tio„ A-^j^ 
ftrations of kindnefs. The firmnefs of fo powerful a Achaum 
nation, at a time when fo many others were wavering in ^^^* 
their fidelity, could not but be acceptable. He therefore* 
tha&ked them in the kindeft terms ; and faid, they might 
fpare themfelves the trouble and expence of marching 
their troops to join him, iince, in the prefent pofture of 
afFairsr, he did npt want any foreign fuccours. With this 
anfwer Folybius fent back his colleagues^ but remained 
himfelf in the Roman camp. 

In the mean time the Achaeans informed Folybius, that 
Appius, who commanded the Roman troops in Epirus, had 
demanded of their republic five thoufand men ; which 
body they were ready to fend into Epirus, if the conful 
a^roved of their compliance. But A|arcius was fo far Mardus 
from confenting that any fuccours (hould be fent. to Ap- nfufestkf 
pius, that he immediately difpatched Folybius home, with ^f^^^A^' 
orders not to fuffer any troops to be fent to Appius, nor •^'***"'* 
bis republic to be put tofuch ufelefs expences. It is dif- 
ficult, fays our hiftorian, to difcpver the re^l motives that 
induced Marcius to a£): in this manner. Was he for fav/* 
ing the Achaeans the trouble and charges of fo long % 
march? Or, did he intend to. put it out of Appius's 
power to. undj^rtake any thix^i fince he bad not been able 

to 
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to unScrtalce any thing himfelf ? Whatever was tiis mo* 
tive, Polybius readily complied with the inclinationss of 
the conful, and returned home. But when the matter 
was debated in the council of Achaia, difficulties were 
ftarted by Polybius's friends, and thofc of his party ; for, 
as he was fure to incur the difpleafure of the conful, if he 
did not aft agreeable to his charge, fo, on the other hand, 
orders given him by word of mouth, and in private, did 
^ not feem fufficient to warrant the condud of the council 
in refufing fuccours to Appius, who really wanted them. 
In this cafe, therefore, they had recourfe to a decree 
which had been lately pubUfhed, in all the cities of 
Greece, by two commiffioners fent for that purpofe from 
Rome. The purport of this decree was, to forbid the Ro- 
man generals to exaft any thing of the nations in confe-^ 
deracy with Rome, without an cxprcfs order from the fe* 
nate ; and prohibiting the allies to fubmit to any exaftion, 
or even demands, of the confuls, praetors, tribtines, &c. 
without fuch an order. The tyranny which the com- 
manders of the Roman fleets and armies exercifed over 
their moft faithful allies, gave occasion to this decree. 
For want of an order from the fenate, the meflcnger, fent 
by Appius, was difmiflid, without the fuccours he de- 
manded. Thus Polybius made his court to -the conful," 
and, at the fame time, confulted the intercft of his coun- 
try "• 

In the courfe of the enfuing year, Paulns ^milius, 
who fucceeded Marcius in the command of the army in 
Macedon, being informed, that Perfes was drawing toge- 
ther a numerous armv, with a defign to come to a dc- 
ficive battle, fent to lolicit fuccours from the allies, ef- 
pecially the Aqhaeans ; who, upon the firft fummons, fent 
Dim what troops he wanted, under the conduft of their 
moft experienced commanders. Thefe diftinguifted them- 
felves in a very particular manner at the famous battle of 
Pydna, which put an end to the Macedonian war. Perfes 
was entirely defeated, and foon after reduced to fuch dif- 
ficulties, that he wis obliged to deliver up himfelf, and all 
Hjiwgk^ his children, to the conquerors. And now the Romans, 
^f^A^je"'^ having by this viftory, triumphed over their enemies in 
wJ«i afur *^^ ?^^» began to treat their friends in a quite diftrent 
the difiat manner from what they had ufed while theyftood in need 
9fFirfet. of flieir affiftance. Ten commiffioners were appointed to 
fettle the affairs of Macedon, and infpefl thofe of Greece ; 

« Lir. tbwl. f olyb. Legat. cap; 77, 
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iStoLt i9> to profecute and puniih, without any regard to 
juftice and equity, all thofe who, during the war, had 
betrayed any ipciination to the Macedonians. Thefe 
baugfaty judges fummoned all the heads of the Greek na- 
tions to appear before their tribunal at Amphipolis, in or* 
der to compofe their differences, as they gave out, and re- 
ftore Greece to its ancient tranquillity. The ^tolians 
appeared firft, in mourning habits, and making great la- 
mentations. The fubjed: of their complaints was, that 
two inembers of their affembly, Lycifcus and Tifippus, 
whom the proteftion of the Uomans, to whofe intereft 
they were devoted, rendered very powerful in ^tolia, had 
furrounded the fenate with foldiers lent them by Baebius^ 
who commanded in the country for the Romans, and put 
to death five hundred and fifty of their fenators, for no 
other crime, but becaufe they were thought to favour 
Perfes. The commiffioners, after having heard their 
complaints, confined their inquiries to this point alone, 
whether thofe, who had been thus mafTacred, were for 
the Romans or Perfes ; and, having found that they had 
fpoken in the fenate for Perfes, the council pafled a de- 
cree, by which the murderers were acquitted ; and thofe, 
who had been put to death, declared to have fuffered juft- 
iy* B^bius alone was blamed for employing the Roman 
. foldiers in an execution, which had tio relation to mili- 
tary affairs \ ., . 

This fentence fpread great terror among thofe who had Yr* of Fl« 
(hewn any afI^£lion for , Perfes, and , increafed, beyond »iSt. 
meafure, the pride aiiidinlblence of the partifans of Rome. AnteCbr. 
In each city the leading men were divided into three fac- ' ^* 
tions; the^firft, and without doubts the moft numerous, Creect di- 
adhei^ to the Macedonians; the fecond was devoted to videdinto 
the Romans \ and the third, in oppofition to the other three fac* 
two, were neither for the Macedonians nor the Romans. *'*"'• 
The latter, whofe party was the leaft numerous, as it 
only confided of prudent men, were afraid, that, what- 
ever party fhould prevail, their liberties might be it| dan- 
ger ; and their concern was to prefcrve their country both 
from the Macedonian and Roman tyranny. Thefe were 
in great efteem, and beloved in their refpe£tive cities, 
and had aded prudently in all the meafures they had 
taken ; but this circumfpe^ion was not fuflicient to ix:reen 
them from the vengeance of the Romans. The commiC- 
fioners firfl wreaked their anger on thofe who had favour- 

a Liv* libi. xlv. cap. ftS» 39. 

Vol. VI. K cd 



130 



Vnjuft pro- 
Cfedings of 
<the Ro' 



mans. 



Se<viral, 

'who had 
favoured 

fummofted 
to Rome, 

Comtnif' 
fioners fent 
into A- 
chaia. 



The iiifiofy of Achaid. 

ed Perfcs ; for the cmiffarics of Rome flocked to Atnpfir* 
polis from all the countries of Greece, to accufc them be- 
fore the council. Thefe treacherous men informed tbc 
commifiioners, that, befides thofe who had openly efpbtif- 
ed the caufe of Perfes, there were many others, no left 
averfe to the Romans in their hearts ; adding, that they 
would never have their authority quietly fettled in Greece, 
till they had utterly deftroyed both the favourers of Perfes, 
and thofe who bad afFefted to Hand neuter, and not to 
fall in with either party. The ten commlffioners entit^cly 
approved what the informers advahced, and made it the 
rule of their conduft to oppofc, in all the Greek citreiv 
not only the Macedonian, but the neutral party, and c6h«- 
fer honours on thofe only, whd preferred the intcfefl! df 
Rome to all other confiderations. ' ' 

The moft fanguine of thefe informers were Crfliei^atci 
Imd Andronidas, both Achseani^, aird greatly attached to 
the ftoman party. They laid claim tb the chief ertpTAjs. 
knents of their republic, or wertf Wilting to maintain 
themfelves in them, with the Aflilhmce of the R-omans. 
With this view, they informed agamft^ll thtjfe amongtheir 
c^^irttryrtten, who Were in a condition to difpute the: high* 
eft p6fts with tl^fem'; and theii* accufations tumedtupott 
ifhife, that their rivals had been friends and partifahs xrf 
Perfes before hid tyrefthrow. Befides tbe Aehai^n'?; Ck- 
licratcs.accufed a great many others, and delivered ajotig 
Mof fuch as hadefther declared For the' Msteadftttynsi 
or ftbod u^ for the defence of their own rights, atid privfe 
kges in Acamania, Epirus, and Boebtia. AH thefe were 
ordered by Paulus ^Emilius to fbPldw him to Rxi^rt^, and 
there give an account of their cofiddft. Biif as to the 
Ach^ans, rbe commiffioners thtM!rg!it' it advffciSiIe- ti> 
judge them in their own country, and to fend two df At 
chief members «f the coimcil into Achaia, to try, thtte 
Aefe : accordingly C. Claudius and Cn. Domitius Mw>^ 
barbu^ were named, and fet out for Achaiii. ' ' ' 

Oie of the two commiffioners fent into Achaia, Patl* 
ianias does not fay ik^hich, a 'man of ^ Vile charafler, com- 
plained ill the aflcmbly of the Achaeaifs, that manyiof ftc 
chief men of the league had affiftcd Perfes againft the Rd* 
ittans 5 and therefore defired, that all thofe fnight be con* 
demned to die, iK^hom he fhould tiame, after fenteflCc 
given. ** After- fentence given P' cried out the wboteaf- 
fombly : ** What juftioe is that ? Name them firft, and 
let them anfwer for themfelves j which if they cannot do, 
we engage to condemn them." ^* Since you promife to 
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corrdemii rfiem,*' feplidd' the haughty Roman, with an af- 
fdffliitg aif", ^* all your praetors, all who have borne any 
officre irt your republic, or conimanded your armies, ari 
guilty of this crime." At thefe words Xenon, a pcrfon 
df grtat credit, aind highly refpefted by the whole league^ 
fpoKe to this efPefl; : " I have commanded the arrny^ and 
fcavefhadthe honouf to bd the chief magiftrate of the 
l^gue : I pfOteft I have nev6r done any thing contrary tp 
the incereft cA Rortie ; and, if any one can 'charge me with 
that crime, as it is now ftyted, let him appear. I am 
teady to ckaf myfelf, either in the aflembly of the Achae*- 
ans, ot before the Roman* fenate.'' The Roman tool 
hold of this expreflidrt, and faid, " That, fince Xenon 
Iiad named the fenate, he, and the reft, could not appeal 
to a more itnpartial judg^.'* Then he began to jiame alj Athoufand 
thof^ whd hid ■ been accufed by Callicrates, as more in Achgtans 
the Macedonian than the Roman intereft, ordering them ^^^^'^'^^^ 
to appear and plead their caufe before the fenate. They ^l?^^'^ 
wereaboVe^.thoufand, all men of diltmguilhed merit, jioman 
who had ripthing fo much at heart as the welfare of their ftnate. 
country ; a'fid l!his was the only crime that could be laid 
to their Cnarge. This lerifence was a mortal wound to 
the liberty of Achaia; that unhappy republic was deprived „ • - 
^ once 61 all thofe who Jiad {hewn any zeal for the pre- \- ■ 
fervation df li6r libefty. Such tyrannical proceedings had 
beemr unfeflo'Wri therei even under rhiljp, an(i his fon 
Alexanddf; fot neither of thefe princes ever thought of 
caufing ttfofd who oppofecfthem to be fent into Mftcedon ; 
but referred their trials to the council pf the Amphic- 
tyonsy th'dir hatural judges. 

. XJpCfJi the arrival of thefe ynhappy men at ]ft.pme, they How ufed 
Wcrebanifhed into ditferent towns oi Italy, apd kept clofe at Kowu^ 

Erifonefs, as' if they had been already tried and condemned 
y th*6 alfenibty 6f the Achaeafis. When thejfe tyrannical 
proteedings. were known in Achaia, the aflfembly fent Several 
embafly aftdr Igmbafly, to acquaint the fenate, that their embaffifs 
baniflied C6untrymen had not befen tried at home, but re- -^"f^'^' 
ferredfbi-iiielr. trial to the Roman fenate :. they beg jed, f^o^'^' 
that tiiey vvould give theni a hearing, condiemn rfuoh a| 
they (houla find guiltv, and allow the others t^ return 
home. 55f ^le repuolic -was inexorable ; fhc pbilin^tcly 
infift^d (i^Pti tfieir haviog been found gjdUty.iii Acha.i*^ 
and feitt fp Rdrtie only to hear what punifhment fte wa^ 
pleafed to infiift upon them. Hereupon the Achseans 
lent % Akmt» embaiTy *t0^tl»e' feiiate,^ t<> prc»teft, that the 
pretended guilty perfons had never been tried^ c^ even 
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heaM by their aflembly. Euratus, who was at the heaJ 
of this embafly, being introduced to the fenate> declared 
the orders he had received, earneftly intreating the feuatei 
in the name of his republic, that they would but once 
hear the perfons accufed, and not fufFer them to perifii 
without being condemned. *' It were to be wiflied/' faid 
he, " that the Roman fenate, that auguft and venerable 
affembly, which has never been known to fwerve, in its 
decifions, from the ftridleft rules of equity, would take 
the caufe of thefe unhappy men into their own hands \ 
but, if affairs of greater importance do not allow them 
leifure to examine the matter themfelves, let them refer 
it to the affembly of the Achseans, who are ready to puniih 
with the utmoft rigour fuch as they (hall find guilty of any 
crime that may be laid to their charge. As this demand 
was very equitable, the fenate was greatly puzzled what 
to anfwer. They did not think it advifeabie to try the 
caufe, as knowing that the accufation was groundlefs : on 
the other hand, to difmifs the exiles, and fuffer them to 
return to their own countryj was to difoblige their parti- 
fans in Greece, who placed all the hopes of their prefer- 
ment in the ruin of thofe who had a better title to fa- 
v6ur than theriifelves. 
Lilian- After feveral confultatJons,i^ the fenate declared, that 

fwerofthe ^\^^y jjj nbt think it expedient 'for the welfare of Achaia, 
jtttiaiM ^j^^^ thefe men (hould return home. This; cruel and ini- 
quitous conduft caufed an univerfal coiiliernation in 
' Achaia : allthe inhabitants appeared in mourning habits, 
and lamented the lofs of their countrymen as if they had 
been their deareft relations. Callicrates and Andronidas 
became more than ever the objefts of the public hatred : 
they were never mentioned in the aflemblies, but with 
horror and deteftation: even the children reviled them in 
the public ftreets, calling them traitors, and enemies to 
their country. Nay, the Achseans carried their rage fo 
far, that, when the two informers had gone into a public 
bath at Sicyon, nobody would wafli with them, or even 

Sfter theni, till the water was let out, and the place puri- 
ed. This general uneafinefs made Achaia ftill fufpeilcd 
by the Roman fenate, who kept the prifoners more clofely 
confined, than ever. Thefe were the firft feeds of a war 
which we Ihall foon fee break out between Rome and 
Achaia 5 the firft fparks of that fire which confumed Co- 
rinth <». 

, o J.'w. lib* xlv. cap. 3 1. Paufaa. in Acbaic. p. 417. - Polyb, U- 
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The Achaeans, however, did not defift from folicitlng ^t^defu* 
the fenate for the releafe of the exiles. They fcnt new ^^^f'"^^ 
deputies, to beg their return as a favour, left, in taking ^^ * 
upon them their defence, they fhould feem to oppofc the 
will of the fenate. The deputies appeared at Rome in th^ 
attire of fuppliants, and took care not to fay any thing in 
the harangue they made before the fenate that could give 
offence. Their fpcech was modeft, and extremely re- 
ferved: but the confqript fathers continued inexorable, hu$icn9 
declaring, that they would rxot^ upon any account what- t^^^ff* 
focver, alter the meafpres they had taken. The Achae- 
ans, on the other hand, woujd not give over importuning 
the fenate in behalf of their countrymen. They fent fe- 
Teral einbaffies, at differenttim.es, and 'made what inter- 
eft they could among their friends at Rome, and elfe- 
where, to get their petition fupported by pcrfons who 
were better received than themfdves. But all was to no 
tScGt ; they could not be prevailed upon even to fuffer 
Polybiiis, who was one of the exiles, and kept under 
clofe confinement at Rome, to appear before the fenate, 
and plead the common caufe. 

Seventeen years were already paft, and the far greater 
part of the unfortunate exiles dead in their confinement, 
when the fenate at laft was prevailed upon to fuffer thofe 
few who were ftill alive, co return home. Polybius, as Polybttuhf 
we baye hinted above, was one of thefe unhappy Achae- S"*^ ^ 
ans J but had been kept at Rome, whither his reputation ^JJj[^*^ 
bad reached before him, and procured him that diflinc* 
tipn. During his confinement in that city, his merit, 
wifdom, and learning, gained the love and efteem of the 
greateft men in the fenate. He was particularly efteemed 
by the two fons of Paulus ^milius ; the eldeft of thefe 
had been adopted into the family of the Fabii, and the 
youngeft into that of the Scipios. The latter, who after- 
wards deftroyed Carthage and Numantia, at the requeft of 
bis friend, folicited Cato the cenfor to fpeak in the fenate 
in favour of the Achseans, knovi^ing that his opinion 
wpuld be of great weight with the members of that af- 
fembly. Cato promifed to back the petition of the depu* 
ties that were come from Achaia, to mtcrcede for the ex- 
iles. When they were admitted to audience, warm de-» 
bates arofe, as ufual, among the fenators, fome being for 
fending them home, and the others oppofing it 5 when 
Cato rofe up, and with great gravity faid, " That to fee the * 
Roman fenate difpute with great warmth, whether fome 
poor old Greeks ihould be buried in Italy, or in their own 
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country,, would make one think that they had nothing to 
do/' This pleafantry coming from fo grave a man a9 
Cato, made the fenators alhamed of fp long a conteftj 
and determined them, at laft, to fend buck the exiles into 
Peloponnefus. Polybius was fbr fuppHcating the fenate, 
that they might be rcinftated in all the honours and dig- 
nities they had enjoyed before their banifliipent ; but be- 
fore he prefented that requeft to the fenate, be thought 
proper to hear Cato's opinion, who told him, fmilinjg: 
** Polybius, you do not imitate the wifdom of Ulyflcs, 
You are for returning into th^ cave of the Cyclops for 
TA# Achu' fome poor tatters you have left there." Accordingly the 
a»j, after exiles returned to their own country, but their number 
^^a^^loM' ^^® much diminifhedj for of the thoufand, and upwards, 
finemeut^ that came from Achaia, no more than three hundred re- 
anfent turned ; the reft had perifted in Italy with hunger and gricfj 
home, and fome had fqffered like criminals for attempting to 
make their efcape?. Such inhuman proceedings ought 
to be confidered as the moft wanton and oppreflive tyran* 
ny. The republic of Achaia was not fubject to, but upon 
a level with that of Rome. The brave Achseans, vho 
were thus barbaroufly treated, had moft of them fervcd 
under the Roman ftafldards, and greatly eontributed to 
that viAory which rendei'ed the conquerors thijs haughty 
and overbearing. 
fcyhius Polybius made no ufc of this permiflion, but remained 

rmfiitts a jjj Rome, where that virtue ^hich had brought him into 
'• diftrefs, proved not only the means of his relief, but of 
his exaltation to greater dignities than thofe he loft. He 
Attended Scipio -Smilianus in all his military espeditionS| 
and fignalized hlmfelf no lefs in the fervice of Rome than 
he had formerly done in that of Achaia. 
ne minds The exiles, on their return, found Achaia rent intp difr 
•ftht ferent faftions, and the minds of the common people eo- 
iirawd ^^^^^y cftfanged from the Romans. They only xijrant^d an 
from the opportunity to make Rome repent of the rigorous treat- 
fiomanj. ment ihe had fhewn to the Achaean prifoners. This aver* 
fion w^s artfully fomented bjr their chief magiftrates, and 
the leading men in the repuolic, who were for the^ moft 
part profeffed enemies to the Romans. S\ich an univerfal 
natred could not be long kept wjthin the bounds of mor 
deration ; it foon broke put into ati open war, which 
ended in the entire reduction of Achaia, and the diSbltt-. 
.'tion of the Acl^gean league. 

f Paaf. in Achait. Plot, in Cato O^nfor, Polyb.ip Legat. 1x9, ijo. 
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To trace this war back to its firft origin : a certain di^ mat ^itve 
pia,tc arifing between the Athenians and the inhabitants of ^>/' *o the 
propus(H), the latter had recourfe to the Achaeans. Y^J'wi/i 
Menalcidasi by birth a Lacedaemonian, was then pr^etqr ^j^*" 
of Achaia : to him the Oropi^n^ applied, agreeing to 
give bim ten talents, if h^ prevailed on the diet in which 
}ie preiided to efpoufe their caufe, and affift thehi with 
troops. The Lacedaemonian, who preferred his owa 
private advantage to the good of the public, accepted the 
propofal \ andt in order to gain his point, promifed to dir- 
vide the money with CaUicratesi^ if he (:ould, by his inr 
bereft, extort from the general alTernbly their confent to 
fend troops to the defence of Qropu$. Cailiqrates, allured 
with this bait, prevailed piv the -aflembly to take the city 
of Oropus under their prote£lion ; and accordingly Mer 
nalcidas was immediately difpatched, with a ilrong body 
of chofen troops, to make head againil th^ Athenians, 
who had already taken the field. But Menalcidas came 
too }ate i the Athenian? had abKady plundered Oropus, 
^nd retired, with an immenfe bopty ; however, the ava- 
ntioua praetor demanded the ten talents, as if his ai&ftance 
had been efie£lual t but could not prevail on himfelf to 
divide them with CalHcrates : he firft amufcd him with 
fair promifes, and at laft told hiip, that he would keep the 
whole fum to himfejf. Cailiqrates, who w^s as revenge- 
ful as the other was deceitful, apcufed him» when he was 
oiit of his office, of having ufed his utmoft endeavours 
with the Roman fenate to withdraw his country from the 
yA^haean league. The procefs was earried on with fuch 
jrigour, that Menalcidas would have been fentenced to 
^eath, if he had not, by a prefcnt of three talents, pro- 
vailed v^fQn Diapus, who fuwjeeded him in the p«;setor(hip, 
to acquit him, notwithftaading all the evidences that were 
pfpduced againil him^ This acquittal drew on Diaeus the 
^tred of all the natioilf a$ if be likewiie was inclined to 
(he Lacedaemonians^ 1% was fi great ftain 00 his repu^ar 
^ion, which he endeavoured to wipe o|F, by this bold ftep : 
be maintained in the general aflembly, that the Laced9>- 
moftigns werf9 fubje<^ to the Achaean league, even io oxim 



(H) The aijcient gpogra- 

Chers mentioi) three cjties 
earing this name 5 one, called 
by Anftotle, Graeca, ijcxxl in 
the ifland of. Euboea ; another, 
the native city of Seleucus Ni- 
cator^ belonged to Maoedoai 



the third, which is the city we 
are now fpeaking of^ flood in 
Boeotia, near the borders of 
Attica, forty -four miles north 
of Athens. It is now a village, 
called by the natives Ropo. 
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minal cafes. Rome had decreed the contrary ; but this 
declaration fcreened him from the hatred he had incurred, 
by favouring Menalcidas the Lacedaemonian. When 
advice was received at Lacedaemon, that Diaeus was en- 
deavouring to get this new law approved by the general 
J^ewtreur aflembly, the whole city was in an uproar; fortheHomaii 
^ij in ?€' fcnate had, in exprefs terms, aHowed them to judge their 
tafonttfjui. ^,.j|yji,^a]g jjj their own private aflemblies : they were for 
fending deputies to Rome ; but Diaeus pretended, that 
only the general afiembly of the whole nation had a right 
offending ambafiadors thither *i. 
Jfiwquar" Thefe arbitrary proceedings greatly exafperated the 
i'^ ^'th Lacedaemonians 5 but, as they were not in a condition to 
Lmcidamo- ^^^^^ htzA againft the whole ttrength of Achaia, they 
nians and humbled themfelves fo far as to fend deputies to Dianis, 
Acha^ns* who was advancing at the head of a confiderable army, 
entreating him not to ufe force till other means of a re- 
conciliation ihduld prove fruitlefs. The prastor anfwered 
the deputies, that he had no quarrel with the Lacedaemo* 
nians m general, but only with a few difturbers of the 
public peace, whom he named^ to the number of twenty-* 
four. Upon the return of the deputies the council of La- 
cedxmon aiTembled, when Agefifthenes, a man of great 
authority, moved, that thofe who had been named by 
Diaeus inould, of their own accord, abandon their coun- 
try, as if they had been banifhed, and carry their com- 
plaints to Rome. The motion was applauded by the 
whole afTembly ; and the perfons that had been named 
withdrew, without delay, from their native country. 
When the council of Lacedaemon heard that they had re- 
tired from Laconia, fentence of death was pronounced 
againft them in a full aiTembly, which afiuaged the anger 
of Diaeus, and his Achaeans. But when they heard that 
the exiles, togther with Menalcidas, were embarked for 
Italy, to lay their complaints before the fenate, Diaeus and 
Callicrates haftened after them, to plead the caufe of the 
Achaeans againft the Lacedaemonians : but they did not 
both reach Rome ; Callicrates, who had great intereft in 
that city, died at Rhodes, whither his affairs had called 
him. Diaeus, therefore, and Menalcidas, only appeared 
before the fenate 5 and, by their Greek eloquence, dif- 
guifed the troth, with fuch artifice, that the fenators 
could not come to any determination. Commiilioners 
were therefpre appointed to determine the difpu^e pn ^b$ 

% Pau(kn. in Achaic. 
; fpotj 
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€pot ; but as they were too dilatory in fetting out, Menal* 
<;idas and Diaeus arriving in Peloponnefus long before 
them, put all the country in a flame^ which they, on 
their arrival, could not extinguiih. Diaeus afiured the 
Achsean aflembly, that every thing would be determined 
by the commiffioners in their favour. On the other 
hand, Menalcidas brought the Lacedaemonians intelii* 
gence, that, in a fhort time, their city and territory would 
be feparated from the Achaean league, and declared an in- 
dependent date. The Achaeans hearing this afTertion, re- 
fofved to take up arms, and force the Lacedaemonians to 
change their language '• 

' Metellus, who was then employed in fettling the affairs Cmmf^ 
of Macedon, being informed of the troubles in Peloponne- goners 
fus, defired the ambafiadors, which Rome was fending into ^^^ ***' 
Afia, to take Corinth and Lacedaemon in their way, in ^^ compdk 
order to perfuade the Achaeans to fufpend all hoftilities thmu 
till the arrival of the commiffioners, who had been no- 
minated to compofe their differences in an amicable man- 
ner. Thefe ambafladors arriving in Achaia, found De- 
mocritus, who had fucceeded Diaeus in the office of prae- 
tor, in full march, with a defign to attack the Lace- 
daemonians. They exhorted him to difband his men, and '^^^ Acfut^ 
return home ; but, the praetor, defpifing their advice, ad- ^'-'^^^J 
vanced to the walls of Lacedtemon, and there gained a ^^^2taJ- 
conGderable advantage over the Lacedaemonians, who, niam^ 
having loft a thoufand of their men, retired with fuch pre- 
cipitation into the city, that if Democritus had purfued 
them clofely, he might have entered Lacedaemon with the 
fugitives. But he founded a retreat, contenting himfelf 
with the advantage he had gained ; an inftance of mode- 
ration which fo ctifpleafed the general affi^mbly, that they 
fined him in fifty talents; a fum which he not being able 
to raife, was obliged to lay down his office, and fave him- 
felf by flight out of the Achaean territories. Then Diaeus^ 
who had been the author of all the troubles, and a de- 
dared enemy to Lacedaemon, was again ele^ed pneton 
Metellus no fooner heard of his promotion, than he fent 
a deputation, entreating him to forbear hoftilities, till the 
arrival of the commiffioners. Diaeus complied with his 
requeft; but was not in the mean time idle; for he 
gained over to the Achaeans, by fecret negotiations, all 
the cities that bordered upon Laconia, and, having for- 

» Pfufan. ubi fupra, p. 411— 4*8. Polyb. Lcgat. 143, 144. Idem 
in ExccrpL dc Virt. k Vit. Juftin. lib. xxxiv. cap. 1. Flor. lib. ii. 

tified 
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4i&tA themi kept that country, aod its capital in % m^oiier 
faiocked up* In tliis diftrefs^ the Lacedaemooiana, thinks 
«ng no man fo proper .to extiicate them from tfacfc diffiit 
cuities as Menakidas, who had. governed the whole 
Achaean republici appointed him commander in chief of 
their troops. Mcnalcidas was a man of great valour^ hut 
betrayed want of prudence in the firft ftep he took.; for, 
(o.give fome reputation to his armSf he furprifed the city 
lafosy which was within the borders of Laconia, bii^ ful^* 
]e£i: to the Ach2eans9' plundered it> and divided the booty 
among his foldiers. This was breaking the truce which 
had been granted by the Achaeans at the inftance of Me* 
teliusy and drawing upon himfelf the rcfsntment of the 
Romans. The Lacedemonians were well apprified, that 
foch unwarrantable proceedings might give a bad turn to 
their caufe, and therefore would have puniihed dieir g€» 
neral with the utmoft feverity» had he not prevented them 
by laying violent hands on himfelf'* 
C^mmif- Not long after the deatl^ of Menalcidas, the R^nnim 

Jhntrsfent commiffioners arrived in Peioponnefas* As they wei* 

^Z72haL ^^^^ ^ ^^^ * ^'^^ ^''^ ^^'^'^ *^ kindled in the heart of 
ni9 c at . jf^f.]^2\2.^ they landed at Corinth, .which was looked upoa 

as the capital of the Achaean league^ There they fmn* 
moned the afiembly, which Aurdius Oreftef, who was at 
the head of the commiffionersy opened with a fpeech, cab 
culated rather to create than compofe dirtfions. Polyl^ 
is of opinion, that be exceeded the inflruftioaa he had 
bvought from Rome, and ehanged.the menaces of thefc^ 
Bate into abfolute orders ^ ; for be told tbcm, that Borne 
had been long endeavouring to eftablifli a happy union 
«mong the irzt cities of Greece, but was at laft convinced, 
that fiich an vnion could never he effe£led, fo long as 
Junlitfs their prefent form of goveran^ent fubfifted. <^ Fluni* 
Onps^ uttts (fail he), <et your cities at liberty, a bkffing whick 
m7.^JL» Aey might have enjoyed fcparatcly; but you chofe «• 
Jfmbly. ^^™ ^ leag«e among yourfehres, a league which AiottU 
depend on a general aiSembly, and be governed by a fir9> 
«or, chefen by a plurality of voices* in this yoti eadsi* 
soured to fecuf e your common ^£ety ; but your precau* 
tion has only produced troubles and divifioiis. Yourdoi' 
puties do not s^nee among them&lives^ your aiTemblies 
make laws, which every particular ci^ wiH not ob£erve* 
This difttnio9 obliges you to fagve recourfe to ai»is ; and 
hence th^fe eternal divifiops, hence thcfc hoftilitics, which 

• Paufan. Polyb. &c. ibid, tPoIyb. Legat. 143. 

make 



make it xieceiTary for you to be always under arin$9 an4 t0> 
look upon your confederates as enemies. Rome is con«* 
cfsroed to fee fo many intcftine wars kindled among you ; 
knows the caufe of thefe evils, and. is refolved to put % 
ftpp to them. When you are lefs united, you will be ipor^ 
h^pyy aQd will never be completely fo till you make the 
j^ecefl^fy reparations. Attend, then, to the orders of the 
fenate^ which I s^m going to declare, and put tbet«i in 
exppution with readinefs. It is the will and pleafur^ of 
t)ie Roman fenate and people, that all the cities^ which 
vere not formerly of the Achasaa league, that is, Co^ 
ranlb, Lacedsmon, Argos, Heraclea (I), and Orcbome*^ 
xios (K), be feparated from the general alliance, and go-« 
Terned by their, own laws, independently of the confe-* 
deracy"." 

No fooner had Aurelius pronounced tbefe words, than y^ ^f pj 
die Achaean deputies, without giving him time to end hig %%oi, 
i^eech, left the aflembiy, and, calling together the peo^ Ante Chr. 
pie of Corinth in the market-f>Uce, ac<)uain^d them with '^-z- 
the decree which the commiffioners had brought from ^, * 
Rome. The whole city was in an uproar> and the mul- niJpoiur$ 
titude being enraged to the higheft degree, fell upon all and Lacf 
the Lacedaemonians they could find in the city, and ei-r damonians 
thcr ftript them or put them to death. Even tbofe who ^V*^''^* 
fle4 to the houfe of the commiifioniers for refuge, wer^ 
drMged from thence, and treated like the red. Aureliuf 
zxA his colleagues in vain exclaimed^ that their republic 
would revenge the injuries done to the Lacedaemonians^ 
The incenfed multitude was deaf to their remonftrances^ 
;uid would have treated the commiffioners in the fame 
manner* had they not faved themfelves by flight ^. 

The commiffioners, on their return to Rome» not only 
Xiet the infults they had received at Corinth in the ftrong*- 
cBl light, but are faid Co have exaggerated them ; they 
repr4s£mted the tumult not as a fudden commotion, but 
a$ 3 premeditated plot. The fenate was highly incenfed 
jiMt their prefumptio^ but thought it advi&able to u£$ mo- 

n Polyb. Legat HI* ^ Idem ibid. 

(1) This city of Heraclea (K) Orchomenos was one of 

jtood in Phthiotis, a province the largell cities of Boeoria, 

of Th^aly, near the pafs of and famous for a temple dedi- 

Thermopybe. It was called cated to the three Graces, 

Heraclea Trachinea, to diftin* whidi was one of the moft an* 

guilh it from feveral other ci- cicnt and wealthy of Greece, 
ties bearing the fiime ^Ame* 

deration \ 
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deration : Carthage was not yet tatcen, nor the two prc< 
tended fons of Pcrfes entirely fubdued ; they thought if, 
therefore, neceflary to be very cautiotrs in treating with 
fo powerful a republic as that of Achaia, at fo critical a 
juncture. Hence they voted only for fending three new 
commiflipners into Achaia^ inftrufling them to complaixt 
in a very gentle manner, and only to exhort the Achaean$ 
not to give ear to bad counfel, left, by their imprudence, 
they fiiould draw upon themfelves a war, which it wat in 
their power to avoid. The commiffioners embarked wiA- 
out delay, and, after their arrival in Peloponnefus, met a 
deputy fent by the Achaeans, to acquaint the fenate with 
their proceedings againft Orcftes ; but the commiffioners 
carried htm back with them to iEgium, where the diet of 
the nation had been fummdned to affemble. Sextus Ju- 
lius, a man of great prudence and moderation, was at the 
head of this new deputation. When he was introduced 
to the affembly, he fpoke with that air of mildnefs which 
was natural to him, feafoning his reproaches with the 
mod tender exprefEons : ** We can excufe (faid he), the 
iirft commotions of a multitude, led aftray by a miftaken 
zeal for their country ; we are fenfible that the magiftrates^ 
cannot govern them on fuch oqcafions. If our ambafla« 
dors have fufFered-anyill treatment in thofe blind tran& 
ports, the fault may be eafily repaired. The Romans will 
be appeafed with the leaft figns of repentance. All die 
fatisfadion Rome requires- of y6u is, that you leave La^ 
' cedaemon in peace, and reftore tranquillity to Pelppoiif 
nefus »." 

Thefe moderate rcmonftrances, in which Jtilins dc- 
fignedly omitted faying one word of feparating any cities 
from the Achaean league, was received with great ap- 
•plaufe by the major part of the affembly. But Critolaus 
and Diaus endeavoured to efface the impreflions which 
they made on the minds of the affembly, by infinuating, 
that it was dangerous to truft the feeming moderation rf 
the Romans; that Rome only fufpended her revenge till 
Carthage was deftroyed ; that they would foon fee her 
legions laying wafte Peloponnefus, as they had ravaged 
Africa ; and confequently that it was neceflary to prevent 
fuch hoftilities, by raifing up enemies againft the Romans, 
and utterly deftroying their friends. Such were the dit 
courfes of Critolaus and Diseus, in their private meetings 
among men of their own ftamp, devoted to their fadion. 



* Polyb. Leg»t« ^44. 
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But in public tbfijr fpoke a very difierent language^ and 
treated the commiffioners with great civility. CritolauSy 
who was then praetor, invited them to Tegaea, to nieet 
an extraordinary aflemblji in which the afiairs of Lace- 
dsemon fhould be amicaoly adjufted to the fatisfa£lion of 
both parties. Accordingly Julius and his colleagues went 
with the Lacedaemonians to. the place appointed, where 
they waited a long time for the arrival of the deputies % 
but no Achxan appeared. While the Romans were thus jfr^g^ sl^ 
attending in a corner of the province, Critolaus was fend* Roman mh- 
ing exprelTes from city to city, forbidding them to fend baffadors % 
their deputies to the congrefs. Julius began to be impa- 
tient, and exprefs his un^afinefs, when Critolaus came 
alone ,to Tegaea, and, to the furprize of the Romans, told 
them, that me difpute between the Achxans and Lace- 
daemonians was of too great importance to be decided in 
a private afTembly ; that it was necelTary to refer it to the 
general diet, which could not be, afiembledj according to 
uw, in lefs than fix months. 

Julius was highly affronted at.fuch deceitful prp^ceed* who em- 
ings. He difmlflfed the Lacedaemonians; and, returning //^'»^^w 
to Rome, complained, that the republic had been infult- ' 
ed, and her ambaffadors perfonaliy. ill ure4 aod derided* 
On the other hand^' the praetOK glorkd in having morti* 
fied RoQO.e.in her envoys, and took no one ftep to appeafe « 
Tier wrath. He was, from hjatredto the Romans, defir« 
ous of war y but would not commit hoftilities, for fear 
of being cenfured by his oyrn nation. He therefore 
treated the ar);\bafl^dor3 in the manner we have related^ 
being apprifed^* that contempt would effe£lually exafperate 
that haughty people. 

However, Rpme >vas not in hafte to come to an open MitiUttt 
rupture : notwithftanding the \6\xA complaints of Julius indeayour4 
and his colleagues, the fenate would not refolveon a war, ^^"'^^ 
but contented the^ifelves with referring the affair to Me- ^^J^ ^" 
tellus, who was fettling the province of Macedon, after tm/m. 
having conquered the two pretenders to that crown. The 
orders fent him were to treat with Critolaus, as a private 
man, in order to bring him to reafon. Metellus imme- 
diately difpatched four Romans of diftinguifhed birth, viz. 
Cn. Papirius, ^lius Lamia, A. Gabinius, and Q^Fannius, 
into Peloponnefus, enjoining them to lay before the af* 
fembly of Achaia the evils which Critolaus and his parti* 
fans were, by their raih behaviour, drawing upon them. 

In the mean time Critolaus ran from city to city, fum- 
XDoning allemblies> under colour of communicating to 

thfem 
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Critolaus th«m 'il^liat had paflW in the conferences at Tegaea J fetif, 
Jlirs up tke tti fad, to Vent inf efttves agatnft the Romans, and pnt scd 
muUitwii ^i^yug conftfuftion upon all they had done. In order tb 
RoZans. ^^^^^^^^ his party, he pubHflied an edx^, forbidding ^fi 
j(idge8 to pfcrfecute oi* imprifoti any Achaean for debt, fltt 
life difpfi$e between' the a^efnbly and L^edxmon ihould 
h^ at an fend. By thefe means, ne difpofed the multitude 
to ree^eive willingly what orders be thought proper to gire. 
. Incapable of making furt^ble reflexions on the fotorer^ 

they complied with thepaflionsof a madmin, who neifbet 
lorefaw his <>wn misfortunes, nor thofe '6f his natioti. 
ne depu' Dttilng thefc tranfaftions, the four deputies, feiit !ff 
/-" of Metellus, arrired at Corinth, where the general afleiffhlf 
^flfted ^^* '^^^^ fitting. Thr^ new embalfy ought to have beea 
'tmJaby/ed, t'^'^^ed with fefpeflt, as* It catne from a viftorious ge- 
neral, wbofe army was ertcamptd fn Madedon, withift 
reaeh of Greece ; but Crittolatt^ treated them With grea 
vkMcnce. He would not fufftr them' to appear befert 
the affembly ; but commanded them to declare theif bu- 
flttefe t<> the popiriace, aflfembled^n thcmartcet-place. To 
t^is fftftious affembly, eoftfifting o( artificers, and the re- 
i\ife ^f die peopte of Cbrittth, Crr. Hj[)lWtis fooke, u«a 
at leaftas much moderation as Julittt had ufed before Ac 
jiHftcipal men of* the tiadoti. His difcourfe tended to 
Ihewi thatk WasthefcteH^ff of Aqhaia to>eep up a good 
cdrrefportdence with Rome; he took dare not to mentioti 
thd feparation' of Lacexlinlon, afidjhe. oAW cities^ ff^ 
Ike Achtean league.' 'Thiis omiflioA wai interpreted pj 
Crit^laua as a probf of their fear 5 and.' in confequence 
of this pf ejudicc, a great crowd of arttfl^ers infulted.tbe 
ambaffadors, loaded the^n with reproaches, and di-iSve 
thetn out of the m^rtet-^Jace ^i A* ttje diiies of Aehaia 
•irere at that tfme fei^ed with a kind iff' phrenzy ; but Co^ 
riftth was more furioms than tlie reift.' They Were" per: 
fuaded, that Rome intertd6d to etifiave them, and abfo- 
Ititdy dcftroy the Atba^ati league j t)(>h'i A perfuafion mad^ 
them deaf to all the remonilrances of thofei who di&p 
proVdd of the wild meafures of Cfitolau^. ' 
Critolaus ' ^^^ turbulent praetor, fltiding all things fuccc^d to his 
jiirsupthe v0^ifti> haraiigcted the ttluitStude, in order to ihfiame them 
multitude egainft fudi of the nobility as ref ufedtd enter into his views. 
^l^r^ h i*e ^ten named two men of unblameable charader> ao- 
dffalZov^ xjufitilgthem of informirig the Romatl' ambaflador^of all 
edof hh that pafflfed in the nariottal afTemblJeS. One of th^lfe, 

OroHus, &c. 

' named 
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named Strateglus, imtnecHatcly gave Critolaus the lye, and ' • 

iteadily infiOied on his innocence. But the multitude fup- 
ported the praetor, and Strategius was condemned, nof- 
withftanding he called the gods to witneft, that he had 
never difcovered arty thing tranfa^bed in the aflemblies. 
This notorious piece of injuftice convinced Critolaus that 
he had gained an afcfolute afcendant over the people^, 
whereupon, earryiiig hi^.ftiry to the atmoft extremity, in ^^''^f* .^ 
"the fame aflembly, he caufed war to he declared with La- «f 'w wid 
cedaemon, and confequently with the Romans *. dlmonUtns 

Upon the declaration 6f war the ambaff^^dors departed j and Ko- 
Papirius repaired to Lacedsemon, to Watch the enemy*s mans. 
motions ; iElius fet out for NaupaftuS $ afid the other 
two for the camp in Macedon, to eicite Metellus not to 
tlelay revenging the affronts offered to Rome in her ambaf- 
fadors. Accordingly Metetlus, without- waiting for th6 
Ord^ers of the fenat^, pHit hijnfelf at the head of the army, 
and began his march towards Achaia, with a defign to 
enter it by tlieffaly. ' ;* 

The cities of Thehes iii Boeotia, and ChaiciS in Euboea, Jf'*'/ ?«^ 
having been difobliged \f Meteflus, fince his abode in th^^^J" 
lifaicedon, joi|ied the "JAchsfeatis.' The inhabitants of ^^, 
'Hifebe^ had been ebpdemndd by Met^llus to make the \ . 
PHbca?ahS iktilfaaion for the loffes the latter had fuffefed 
by their'fte^uent incurfions, ilnd alfo to deliver up to the ili- ' ' ' - 
habitants of .Am|Ailrain^tpcri^ (L) theltliird part of theit 
fttrvfcft^-for having rea^'tiitShe CO of theif heighfeott'ts a* 
}f it had been theiV owti. \ The inhabitants of Chalcis had 
tavaged'liart of tfiuhcea,^ an4 Metellus had obliged thent 
to malt^ reRitution. Upon thefe motJves* the two cities 
Ctltered iiito the rafk haerffiires of eritolajus, and joined 
hiitt with their troops, .'^f'ith fuch ieehle aids the Achaean 
pwetorbi^ieved himfelf able to maintain his ground againft 
the moft powerful flialte in the world ; fo far had his rage 
Jmd hatred agaihft the Romans got the tetter of his reafon. 
Both thritdlaus and Dixus had been of the number of thofd 
eiciles whom the Romaiishad detained fo long in Italy in a 
kind of llavery, and were, therefore, determined to re- 
yehgfe ihdmfelVes, even at.^he expence of their Country. 

>z Polyb. Legftt^«44:^ Pftufan. m i^cbak. 

(L) Amphifla flood on the lona now fiands ; but Niger 
baakB of a little rlver^ bearing thinks its ancient fituatioh a* 
the fame name, and' was one of grees bett'er with that of a Kttle 
tbe greatefi cities in Locris, village now called Lambino. 
Some think it flood where So- 

Critolausi 
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HiAliM Critolaust being Joined by tbe troops of Thebes and 
kffiigedly Cbalcis, took the neld, atid marched againft Heraclea^ 
tki Ach^ a city of the Achxan league, which refufed to fend its 
•■"' contingent to the praetor. While he was employed in tbe 

fiege of this town, he was informed, that Metellus was 
drawing near; which ftruck him with fuch terror, that 
^hjkgi be immediately broke up the fie^e, and withdrew into 
rmftd^and Achaia. He might eafily have feized the pafs of Ther- 
iw^//^- "^^Py^^> ^"^ Xiitxc flopped at leaft, if not defeated, the 
^ Roman army ; but his courage failed him all at once, and 

his retreat had the appearance of a flight. Metellus 
purfued him clofe, and at laft came up with, and routed 
him entirely. Hiftorians have not told us the particulars 
of this battle ; but we may fafely conclude that it coft 
the Acbseans dear, for their army was entirely defeated, 
and above a thoufand of them were taken prifoners. Cri- 
tolaus loft his life on this occafion \ for he never appeared 
afterwards, neither was his body found in the field of bat- 
tle. Some fay he poifoned himfelf in fome remote corner 
of Greece ; /others affirm, that he threw himfelf down 
from Mount Oeta into a marih, and was drowned *. 
Dhtuf fuc' It was an eftablifhed law among the Achaeians, that^ 
fj**^jj^ when their praetor died during his office, his immediate 
makes P»"C^cccflbr fhould fncceed him, and govern the republic 
great pn-- till the next general aflembly, which met at a ftated timer 
paratwns ]6y this law Diaeus took upon him the government of the 
>ir noar* republic, and the command of the fcattered army ; but 
fcarce was he invefted with this dignity, when news came, 
that a body of above a thou(and Arcadians, who had joined 
the Achaeans, and, after the battle, retired to iEIatea in 
phocis, had been all, to a man, cut in pieces by Metellus. 
This was a melancholy incident '; however, he fcnt depu- 
ties to all the cities of Achaia, enjoining them to raife new 
troops with all poflible expedition. He publilhed an edifi 
in all the places that were fubjeft to the Achaean league, 
importing, that no lefs than twelve thoufand (laves, who 
had been born in the country, fhould be inlifted ; and that, 
if it was neceflary, fome of the flaves, brought from fo- 
reign countries, mould be taken into the fervice, to com- 
plete that number j that all thofe who were fit to bear 
arms, whether in Achaia or Arcadia, fhould repair to 
Corintli, and there take the military oaths ; that all pcr- 
fons of fubflance, whether men or women, fhould bring 
all their gold and filver into the public treafury. Ibis 

* Polyb. Paulan, ibid. 
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fedifl; convinced all Achaia of the danger that threatened 
them ; but, as they were embarked in a war with an 
enemy,- whom they had fo highly provoked, they blindly 
purfued the mad fcheme. The cities of Elea, Meflene, 
and Patrse, were fd intimidated when they heard that a 
confular army was coming from Rome, and that a conful, 
with new legions, was to take the place of the praetor Me- 
tellus, that the inhabitants gave themfelves up to defpair, 
and either abandoned their country, or laid violent hands 
on themfelves, through fear of falling under the con- 
queror's power. Thefe cities were expofed to the firft 
attacks of the enemy after their landing, andexpe£):ed the 
moft fevcre treatment. Some had recourfe to the cle- 
mency of Metellus, flying to his camp for refuge. There 
they informed againft the moft faftious among their coun- 
trymen, though no enquiry was yet made after them ^ 

In the mean time the Roman praetor entered Arcadia, nthts 
arid drew near Thebes, which had openly declared for the taken by 
Achaean league. Pythias, the chief magillrate of that ^^'tillus* 
city, had inflamed the inhabitants againft the Romans, 
and treated with great feverity fuch as were unwilling to 
enter into his meafures. It was chiefly with a view to 
feize him that Metellus turned his arms againft Thebes; 
fcut Pythias had retired from his native country, with his 
wife and children, before the arrival of the army. Moft 
of the citizens had followed his example, and abandoned 
the city,/ which Metellus entered without oppofition. 
The few citizens that remained he treated with great cle- 
mency, and faved the temples and houfes from being plun- 
dered; but fet a price pn the head of Pythias. This mix- 
ture of mildnefsand feverity was very pleafing to the peo- 
ple, but ftruck the magiftrates with terror. From Thebes 
the Roman general marched to Megara, which important 
poft was guarded by Alcamenes, with a detachment of 
four thoufand men ; but the cowardly governor, at the 
approach of the praetorian army, left the place, and re- 
tired to Corinth, where he joined Diaeus. The inhabi- Megarm 
tants of Megara opened their gates to the Romans, and fubmts, 
put them in poflTeffion of the moft fruitful territory of 
Achaia. 

Metellus, feeing moft of the Ach?eans ftruck with ter- Mtttiitu 
ror, and inclined to peace, thought that fuch a favourable finds nenu 
opportunity of gaining Diseus and his faftion was not to ^^P^^^*^^ 
be neglected. He* had been informed, that the eonful pl^^g^ 

^ Polyb. & Paufan. ibid. 
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Mummi us was charged with the war in. Achaia^ and had 
already fet out from Rome^ with orders from the fenate 
to fettle affairs in Greece by the deftru£lion of Corinth. 
To deprive, therefore, Mummius of this glory, and, at 
the fame time, fave that noble city, he fent new deputies 
to treat of a peace. For this emoafly he did not chufe 
Romans, but three Achxans, of great diftindion and cre- 
dit in their own country, who had taken fan£tuary in the 
Roman camp. Thefe were Andronidas, Logins, and Ar- 
chippus, men well afie£led to the Romans, but ftrongly 
afTe^ed with the misfortunes which threatened their coun- 
try. Upon their arrival at Corinth, they found the peo- 
ple in general inclined to peace ; but the praetor, and his 
TA^ org faftion, more than ever bent upon a war. The ambafla- 
^Il^if* dors were, by his order, thrown into prifon, after he 
had produced them before the aflembly of the people^ and 
declared them traitors and enemies to their country; 
neither could he be prevailed upon to alter his meafures, 
either by the remonftrances of Philo, an Achaean of great 
authority, who came on purpofe from Theflaly, or by the 
entreaties of Stn\tius, a man of diftinguifhed merit, and 
his particular friend. In oppofition to all their efforts the 
furious praetor fentenced the three deputies to die, and pre- 
vailed upon the chief members of the council, who were 
devoted to his fadiion, to confirm the unjuil fentence \ 
they even joine4 with them, in the fame condemnation, 
one Sofictates, a venerable fenator, whofe only crime was, 
his having voted for treating of a peace with the Romans. 
Soficrates was executed a few days after, and no kind of 
torture fpared, to extort from him fuch a confefhon as 
Diaeus defired *, but he maintained to the lafl, that peace 
was preferable to war ; and this inflexible conflancy made 
no fmall impreffion on the minds of the people. As for 
Andronidas and his colleagues, the avaritious praetor fold 
them their deliverance at a great price. A few days be- 
fore Diaeus had caufed one Philliud and his children to be 
put to death, only becaufe they were fufpefted of corre- 
Iponding with Menalcidas at Lacedaemon, and inclining 
to favour the Roman fadion. Thus were the unfortunate 
Achaeans governed by magiftrates who had no other rule 
of condu£): but their paflions, and no other talent for war 
but a favage fiercenefs, and a blind defire o£ revenge*^. 

An account of the many advantages gained by MeteQuSy 
being tranfmitted to Rome by one Pofthumius, without 

c Polyb. & Paufan. ibid. 
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tbe getieraPs knbwlege, the conful Mummius haftened 
his departure for Achaia, which had fallen to his lot. 
Why the fenate would not fuffer Metellus to finifli a war 
which he had profecuted fo far with fuch fuccefs, is what 
we find no-where recorded. When the conful landed the Mitittut 
numerous army he brought with him, Metellus was ad- A^'?'^' "^ 
vancing to Corinth^ with a defign to ufc his utmoft efforts ^^/^^^'^ * 
in order to bring Dixus to accept of a peace before the fairs of 
arrival of the confular army ; and thereby deprive Mum- Achaia* 
mius of the glory of finifhmg the war : out the obilinate 
praetor would hearken to no conditions. 

This was the pofture of affairs in Achaia when Mum- Yr. of FI, 
mius appeared before Corinth with a confular army, con- . **®*'. 
fitting of three thoufand five hundred horfe, and twenty- -A.nteCbr. 
three thoufand foot, befides a body of Cretan archers, and , ' 

the Pergamean troops fent by Attains, the fon of Eu- Mummius 
menes. His firft care was to fend back Metellus, and his arrives m 
forces, into Macedon, left he fhould fliare with him the prua. 
glory of concluding the war. He then drew near the city, 
and. encamped on the Ifthmus of Corinth, pofting ad- ' 

vanced guards round the town : but as no enemy appeared, 
the Achxan army being (hut up in the city, the Romans 
ftraggled about the fields, and negle£ted their pofts; 
which relaxation of difcipline the Corinthians obferving, 
made a vigorous fally, fell attacked legionaries, and pur- 
fued them, with great fiaughter, to their camp, 'i his 
fmall advantage encouraged the Achseans, and infpired 
Dixus with hopes of conquering the conful, who, on his 
fidcj did all that lay in his power to confirm him in his 
abfurd opinion : he kept his legions clofe in the camp, 
and pretended not to be able to bear the fight of the ene- 
my. Diaeus now becoming prefumptuous, affembled all 
thofe who were able to bear arms, and formed them into 
a phalanx, which, with the auxiliaries from Chalcis, 
made up an army equal, if not fuperior in number to that 
of the Romans. They wanted experience and difcipline ; 
but Dixus thought that defpair, and the importance of 
their caufe, would fupply that want : he, therefore, ad- 
vanced with his troops, and offered the conful battle ; 
which he declined, in order to draw the Achxans into a 
valley, called Leucopetra, at the extremity of the Ifthmus 
which joined Attica to Peloponnefus. Accordingly the 
prxtor fell into the fnare, and marched thither long be- 
fore the conful. Dixus was fo fure of viftory, that he 
had invited the women and children of Corinth to be fpec* 
tators^ from the neighbouring bills^ of the daughter hf 

L 2 was 
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was about to make of the enemy. He had alfo ordered t 
great number of waggons to follow the almy, which were 
to be loaded with the fpoiU of the Romans ^. 
fke Acka* Never was there a more rafli and ill-grounded confix 
^*a^jS^'' dcnce. The faction of DIxus had removed from the fer- 
idby Mum- yi^^^ aji^ from the public councils, all thofe who were 
capable of commanding the troopsy or dire£):ing affairs, 
and had fubftituted in their room others, who had no ex- 
perience in civil or military concerns : the foldiers had 
never before feen the face of an enemy, and were quite 
unacquainted with military difcipline; neverthelefs, the 
rafh praetor promifed himfelf vi£lory over a confular army, 
inured to the greateft dangers. While the Achseans were 
f thus triumphing in the plains of Leucopetra, and only 

folicitous left the conful ihould find means to make his 
efcape, he unexpeftedly appeared, with his army drawn 
up in battalia. He had the day before placed in ambuf- 
cade a ftrong body of horfe, with orders to fally out in 
the heat of the a£iion,- and attack the Achaean phalanx in 
flank. The Achaeans advanced furioufly, but their ca- 
valry was foon put to the rout. The phalanx made a vi- 
forous refiftance \ but at length, being attacked in front 
y the legionaries, and by the cavalry in flank, it was 
broken and difperfed. The flaughter then was dreadful : 
we are told, that the two feas, which were divided by the 
ifthmus of Corinih, were dyed with blood. If Diaeus 
had retired into Corinth, he might have held it a long 
time, notwithftanding the lofs of the battle, and obtained 
an honourable capitulation from Mummius ; for Corinth 
was, at that time, one of the ftrongeft places in the world, 
and the conful's fole aim was to deferve a triumph, by 
TA/ ««- putting a foeedy end to the war. But Diaeus, abandon- 
kappjtnd ing himfelf to defpair, rode full fpeed to Megalopolis, his 
•JDi^us. native country, and entering his houfe, fet fire to it, 
threw his wife into the flames, left (he fliould fall into the 
enemy's hands, and put an end to his unhappy life by 
poifon *. 

After this defeat, all things were in the utmoft confa- 
fion at Corinth. The inhabitants, finding themfelves 
without council, leaders, or courage, fled to other places 
for fafety, leaving the city deCpited. The gates were 
open, and no body appeared on the walls, to defend them. 
The conful, fearing feme ambufcade, reftrained the ar- 

^ Paufan. ubi fupra. AuQ:. de Vir. illuft* PaufaB. in 

AcbaiCi Zonaras, lib. ix. cap. 31, 
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dour of his folcliers, who were very eager to enter Co- 
rinth, and enrich themfelves with the plunder of fo 
wealthy a city. Mummius remained in fufpence for the Mummius 
fpace of three days ; at the end of which, aftei having enters Co- 
taken all proper precautions, and narrowly obferved all '''.*'^» ^"^ 
places, both Mrithin and without the city, he entered it at P^^"^^* ''• 
the head of bis troopa, and gave it up to the rage and 
avarice of his foldiers. The men, who had not been able 
to prevail upon themfelves to forfake their native country, 
were all put to the fword, and the women and children 
ibid for flaves. Then the town was ranfacked by the 
greedy foldiers; but who can compute the immenfe 
treafures they found I There were more vcffels of all ^he rich 
forts of metals, more fine piftures, and ftatues of the^*''^*/ 
greateft matters, in Corinth,- than in any city of the ^^^^^^"* 
world. All the princes of Europe and Afia, who had any 
tafte in painting and fculpture, furnifbed themfelves here 
with their richeft moveables : here were caft the fined 
ftatues for temples and palaces, and all the liberal arts 
brought to their greateft perfeftion. Many ineftimable 
pieces of the mod famous painters and ftatuaries fell into 
the hands of foldiers, who, not knowing their value, 
either dcftroyed them, or parted with them for a few 
drachmas, rolybius was an eye-witnefs of the want of 
tafte in the Romans of thofe days. 

• This brave Achaean, upon the firft news that his coun- 
trymen had taken up arms againft Rome, left Africa, 
where he was attending Scipio at the fiege of Carthage, 
and haftened^ to Achaia, to do his country all the fervice 
in his power. He was in the Roman army when Corinth 
was plundered, and had the mortification to fee the Ro« 
man foldiers playing at dice on a pi6l:ure of Arifti(!fes (M), 
which was accounted one of the wonders of the world. 
They fet no value on that mafter-piece, and therefore 
willingly parted with it for a more convenient table to 
^ay upon : but when the fpoils of Corinth were put up 
to fale. Attains, king of Pergamus, offered for* it fix hun- 

(M) Ariftidcs, who was con- foul^ in colours. The piece 
temporary with Apelles, flou- here fpoke of was a Bacchus, 
rilhed at Thebes about the one fo exquiiitely done, that it was 
hundred and twenty-fecond proverbially faid of any extra- 
Olympiad. He is faid to have ordinary performance, ** It is 
been the firft that attempted as well done as. the Bacchus gf 
to reprcfent the paffions of the Ariftides (0»" 

(i) Piin. lib. zxxv. cap. 4, & 10. Strabo, lib. viii, p. 381. 
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dred tboufand fefterces \ that is, near five tboufahd pounds 
of our money. The conful, furprifed that the price of a 
pi£lure (hould be carried fo high, thought there was fome 
magical virtue in itj and therefore, interpofing his autho- 
rity, retained it, notwichftanding the complaints of At- 
talus. He was not a£kuated by his private intereil ; for 
he did npt appropriate it to himfelf, but placed it in the 
temple of Ceres, where Strabo had the pleafure of feeing 
it, before it was confumed in the fire which reduced that 
temple to a(hes ^ Mummius was a great warrior, but 
feems to have had no tafte for painting or fculpture ; for, 
when he put the pi£lutes and ftatues he had taken in Co- 
rinth on board the tranfports, he told the mailers of the 
vefiels very ferioufly, that if any of them were either loft 
or fpoiled, be would oblige them to find others, at their 
own coft ; as if any pther pieces cpuld have fupplied the 
lofs of thofe ineftimable originals^ finifiipd by the moft ce- 
lebrated mafters in Greece ^ ! 
*Yr. of Fl. Corinth being thus pillaged, nothing remained but to 
Mos. reduce it to aflies, purfuant to the decree of the fenate \ 
Ant« Chr. which the conful was obliged to put in execution. Fire 
'*^* was fet to all the corners of the city at the fame time, and 
Corimtk ^^^ flames growing more violent as they drew near the 
nducidto centre, at laft united there, and made one geqcral con-* 
1^/. fiagration \ which is faid to have produced that famous 

mizturei which art could never imitate. The gold, filver, 
and brafs, which the Corinthians had concealed, were 
melted, and ran down the ftreets in ftreams. Some of 
the greedy foldiers. In attempting to fave part of thofe 
metals, peri(hed in the flames. When the fire was ex* 
tinguiflied, a new compofition was foundi compofed of 
feveraMifFerent metals (N), and greatly efteemed in the 
following 'ages* The walls of the city were demolifhed, 
and razed to the foundations* Thus was Corinth de- 
ftroyed, the fame year that Carthage was laid in aihes. 
By the deftru£tion of two fuch cities, the Romans in- 
tended to ftrike terror into the reft of the world, and keep 

f Strab. lib. viii. p. 3S1. Flin. lib* a^xxv. cap. 4, k io« CiCi 
^e Offic. lib. !• cap. 76, 77. s Yel. Pat. lib. i. cap* 13. 

(N) Pliny tells u$, that of the colour of money, ac- 

there were three forts of Co- cording to the different pro- 

rinthlan brafs ; viz. the red, portions of gold, filver, and 

the white, and that which was copper, that were in it (a). 

(ft) PliA. lib. vii. cap. %%% 
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all nations fteadf in their obedience to Rome. Corinth 
was deftroyed nine hundred and fifty-two years after its 
foundation^ by Aletes^ the fon of Hippotes, fixth in de- 
fcent from Hercules. Cicero, who approved of the de- 
fl:rud:ion of Carthage and Numantia, wiflied that Corinth, 
where the arts of painting and fculpture fcemed to have 
taken up their habitation, had been fpared ^. 

It does not appear, that the Achxans had any thoughts 
of raifing new troops for the defence of their country, or 
that they fummoned any aflembly to deliberate on the 
meafures it was neceflary to take. No one took upon 
him to propofe any remedy for the public calamities, or 
endeavoured to appeafe the Romans, by fending deputies 
to implore their clemency. The Achaean league feemed 
to have been buried under the ruins of Corinth \ fo much 
had the dreadful deftruf^ion of this city alarmed and dif- 
mayed the whole confederacy. 

It was now neceffary to determine the fate of the ^kg Achm* 
Achaeans in gencFal. As to the Corinthians, and fuch mufivirg* 
flaves as had taken up arms againft Rome, they were fypinifhed 
condemned to flavery, and carefully fought out in the ^J'f^'*^* 
places whither they had fled. The whole nation was or- 
dered to aflemble in the open fields, where they were fur- 
rounded by the Roman legions j and, becaufe they were' 
afraid of being involved in one common misfortune, pro- 
clamation was made, that only the natives of Corinth, and 
, fuch flaves as had ferved in the troops, (hould be made 
captives and fold. The conful granted the reft of the in- 
habitants of Achaia their liberty, and fold the lands of the 
citizens of Corinth, which were in great part purchafed 
by the Sicyonians. Thebes, Chalcis, and fome other 
cities that had joined the Achaeans, were by the conful's . 
orders difmantled. Achaia was condemned to pay the 
Lacedaemonians two hundred talents for the damages they 
had fuffered during the war. Soon after, ten commif- 
fioners arrived from Rome, to regulate the affairs of 
Greece in general, and of Achaia in particular, in con- 
jun£lion with the conful. Thefe aboliihed popular go- 
vernment in all the cities, and eftabliflied magift rates, 
who were to govern each city according to their refpc Aivc 
laws, under the fuperintendency of a Roman pnetor. 
Thus the Achaean league was diflblved, and Greece re- n^ Athm^ 
duced to a Roman province, called the province of Achaia, «« ^^"t 
becaufe, at the taking of Corinth, the Achaeans were the ^jJ^IJui- 

b Cic. de Offic. nb. 1* cap. 35. ^^ ^^ 
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moft powerful people of Greece. The whole nation paid 
an annual tribute to Rome ; and the praetor, who ivas 
fent thither every year, was charged with the care of col- 
lecting it. 

We have obferved before, that Polybius, on his return 
into Peloponnefus, had the mortification to fee the city of 
Corinth reduced to aflies, and his country become a Ro- 
man province. If any thing was capable of mitigating his 
affliftion on fo mournful an occaCon, it was the oppor- 
tunity he had of defending the memory of Philopoemen, 
PhUopa- his matter in the fcience of war. A Roman, from feme 
men ac- private grudge to that great hero, accufed him before 
^L-^thof Mummius, as if he had been ftill alive, of having been an 
having enemy to the Romans, and always oppofing their defigns^ 
been an to the utmoft ef his power. What trie accufer propoied 
enemy to by thJs new profecution was, that all the ftatues and mo- 
the Ro' numents erefted to the memory of Philopoemen, in moft 
* cities of the Achsean league, fhould be deftroyed, and his 
glorious feats buried in oblivion. The accufation was not 
without foundation ; for as that brave Achsean was a true 
friend to his country, fo he was an enemy in his heart to 
the Romans, being apprifed, that nothing but the abfo- 
lute fubjeftion of Greece could fatisfy their pride and 
hut defend' ambition. However, Polybius boldly took upon him his 
hyFolybius. defence ; and reprefented him as the greateft man Greece 
had produced in latter times : he owned, that he might 
perhaps have carried his zeal for the liberty of his coun- 
try a little too far, but that he had rendered the people of 
Rome confiderable fervices on various occafions. The ten 
commiflioners, at whofe tribunal he pleaded fo noble a 
caufe, moved with his reafons, but more with the grati- 
tude he fliewed in defending his mafter, decreed, that the 
ftatues of Philopoemen fhould not be touched \ and that 
his monuments fliould remain till they were overturned by 
Time, the deftroyer of all things. Polybius, taking the 
advantage of Mummius's good difpofition, begged of him 
the ftatues of Aratus, and Achaeus the founder of the na- 
tion-, which were granted, though they had been al- 
An inftanee re^dy tranfported from Peloponnefus into Acarnania. At 
^^^6'*'*? -^ the fame time he gave a fignal proof of his difinterefted-? 
tdnefs, "^^^» which gained him as much efteem among his coun- 
trymen as his defending the memory of Philopoemen, 
After thp deftrudiion of Corinth, the efFefts of thofe who 
' had been the authors of the infults offered to the Roman 

ambaffadors, were fold by audion. When 'thofe of 
Dixus were put up, the commiflioners ordered the qu«- 
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ftor, who fold them^ to let |Polybius have whatever he 
pleafed* without taking any thing from him on that ac- 
count : but Poiybius refufed the offer, faying, that he 
looked upon it as a very diflionourable thing to enrich 
himfelf with the fpoils of his fellow-citizens*. 

This refufal gave the commiffioners fuch an idea of his j{g ,v ^*. 
virtue and probity, that, upon their leaving Peloponnefus, pointed t§ 
they appointed him to vifit all the cities of Greece, and f*^*^^ ^^' 
every where fettle the new form of government : a very ^^f^^"* ^ 
honourable commiffion, which he difcharged to the fa- ^^^ 
tisfa£tion of the fenate of Rome, and the people of 
Achaia, who ere£J:cd many ftatues in honour of their bene- 
faflor ; and, among others, one with this infcription : 
" To the memory of Poiybius, whofe counfels would 
have faved Achaia, if they had been followed 5 and who 
comforted his country in her diftrefs *^." 

Mummius, on his return to Kome, was honoured with Mummius 
a triumph, which was embellifhed with all the fineft honoured 
paintings and fculptures that Greece had ever produced ; 'withatri-^ 
and, as he had made, an abfolute conqueft of Achaia, he ^^t^* 
ever after bore the furname of Achaicus. Thus the Ro- 
mans deftroyed every thing thaj gave them umbrage, and 
plundered other nations to enrich themfelves ; which was 
making war, notwithftanding their boafted pohtenefs, 
after the manner of barbarians* From this time Achaia 
was- governed, like the other Roman provinces, by a prae- 
tor fent thither annually from Rome, till the reign of 
Nero, who reftored all Greece to the enjoyment of its 
ancient liberties, reducing, at the fame time, Sardinia to 
a Roman province, and laying on that wealthy ifland the 
tribute which Achaia had paid^ Bu< they did not long rarbus 
enjoy the effefts of his kindnefs, being foon after reduced fortune of 
by Vefpafian to their former ftate of fubjeftion. This ^^^^^ 
misfortune they brought a-new upon themfelves by their 
domeftic broils and difcord, which could no otherwife 
be compofed} but by depriving them of that liberty which 
they no longer knew how to enjoy °*. Under Nerva fome 
Ihadow at leaft of their liberty was reftored to them ; but 
they were ftill governed by a Roman prsetor ; and alfo in 
Trajan's time» as appears from a letter of Pliny the 
Younger to Maximus, who was fent to govern Achaia ; 
wherein, after having exhorted him to ufe his power with 
moderation, he concludes, that it would be barbarous and 

^ Polyb. in Excerpt, p. 19a, 192. kPaufan. in Achaic. 

1 Suet, in Neron. Paufan. in Achaic. Plin. lib. iv» cap. 6. £utrop, 
cap. 4. ttPauikmibid. 

inhuman. 
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inhuman to deprive the Acbaeans of that faint Imagej that 
fliadow, which remained of their ancient liberty''. In 
this condition they remained, with littie alteration^ till 
the reign of Conftantine the Great, who, in his new par- 
tition of the Roman provinces, fubjefted Achaia to the 
prsefe£lus praetorio qf Illyricum. Upon the divifion of the 
empirCf Achaia, with the reft of Greece, fell to the em- 
perors of the Eaft. Under Arcadius and Honorius, all 
thofe provinces fuffered greatly by the incurfions of the 
Goths, who, under their king Alaric, laid wafte the 
whole country, reducing the ftately and magnificent ftruc- 
tures, that were then remaining, to heaps of ruins •. 
From that time we find no account of any thing that 
pafled amoilg them till, the rign of the emperor Emanuel, 
or Manuel, who, in the twelfth century, dividing Pelopon^ 
nefus into feven principalities, beftowed it on his feven 
fons, ftyling them defpotes or lords of Morea. Its re- 
femblance to the leaf of a mulberry-tree, called in Greek 
morea, and in Latin morus, gave occafion to this appel- 
lation. In procefs of time, thefe dynafties were not only 
beftowed on the emperor's children, and the princes of 
the blood, but alfo on fuch others as had diftinguiihed 
themfelves in the fervice of their country. In the thir- 
teenth century, when Conftantinople was taken by the 
weftem princes, the maritime cities of Pcloponnefus, 
with molt of the iflands, were allotted to the Venetians. 
In the fifteenth' century, Conftantine Dracofes, defpot of 
Morea, being raifed to the imperial throne, divided that 
province between his two brothers, Demetrius and Thomas, 
beftowing Spart^ on the former, and CorintK on the 
latter. Thefe princes making war upon each other, Mo- 
hammed II. took advantage of the divifions, and, under 
pretence of aflifting one againft the other, ftripped them 
both of their dominion. Thomas fled to Rome ; but De- 
metrius, who had implored the afliftance of the Barba- 
rians againft his brother, was carried captive to Adria- 
nople. The Mahommedans, having thus got footing in 
Morea, foon drove the Venetians from the cities they 
poflefied on the coafl:, and made themfelves abfolute 
mafters of that fruitful province, holding it till they were, 
in their turn, driven out by the Venetians, under the con- 
duft of general Morofini, in 1687. By the treaty of 
Carlowitz in 1699, the Barbarians yielded it to the 
yepublic of Venice 5 but retook it in 1 7 15, and in their 

» Plin, lib. viii Epift, «4, • Synefius, Epift. 435, 

hands 
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liands it (till continues, being goveraed by a fangiaci 
under the beglerbeg of Greece, who refides at Modon p* 

The Hiflory of Mtolia. 

THE republic of JEtolia(O) was, in the times we ^fheJEten- 
are now writing of, next in power to that of Achaia, and an cunjtdi^ 
formed upon the fame plan, being governed by a general ^^fy* 
aflembly, a praetor, and other magiftrates of an inferior 
rank and authority. The general aflembly, called by the 
ancients pansetolium, met ufually once, a year ; but the 
praetor was empowered to fummon It at other times, upon 
any extraordinary occafion, the whole power of ena£Ung 
lawSf declaring war, making peace, and concluding al- 
liances, being lodged in that court. Befides the panseto- 
lium, or great council of the nation, which confifted of 
members chofen by each city of the j£tolian alliance, 
there was another called the apocleti. This was com- 
pofed of the mofl: eminent men in the nation, their of&ce 
^^nfwering that of the demiurgi among the Achxans, which 
we have fpoken of above ; but as to their number, hif- 
lory gives us no information. Their chief magiftrates, 
after the praetor, were the general of the horfe, the public 
fecretary, and the ephori. The two firft were held in 
great efteem ; for, in the laft alliance they concluded with 
the Romans, they allowed them to chute forty hoftages 
out of the whole nation, without excepting any but the 
general of the horfe, and tho fecretary, as if the nation 
could not fubfifl: without them. The ephori were infti- 
tuted in imitation of the Lacedaemonians, with whom 
they were many ages ftriftly united : their office was the 
fame as that of the Spartan ephori ; but they a£ked in 
fubordination to the general diet, and the praetor. The 
^tolian confederacy was formed fome time after that of 
the Achaeans, whofe example they followed, uniting fe- 
yeral cities, whicb^were before independent of each 

p Vide P. Corontlli Defcrizion di Morea, Aleflkndro Locatelli, 
Raoonto della Veneta Guerra in Levante. 



(O) Under the name of M^ 
toUa was formerly compre- 
bend^ that country, which is 
now called the Defpotat, or 
Little Greece. It was parted, 
on the eaft, by the river Ere- 
littS| now the Fidari, from the 



Locrenfes Ozolse ; on the weft, 
from Acamania, by the Ache« 
|ou8 ; on the north, it bordered 
upon the country of the Do* 
rians, andpartorEpirus; and, 
on the fouth, extended to the 
bay of Corinth. 

otheri 
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otber, into one republic, that they might be enabled tai 
"withftand the attempts of the Macedonian princes, irha 
afpired to the fovereigr*^: of all Greece ^. 
CimrmBjn' The iEtolians were a turbulent people; feldoni at 
IfmtrfM peace among thenjfelves, and genexally at war with their 

neighbours ; utter ftrangers to all fenie of friendftiip, or 
principles of honour ; ready to betray their friends upon 
the leaft profpefl: of reaping any advantage from their 
treachery : in fliort, they were looked upon by the- other 
ilates of Greece no otherwife than as outlaws and public 
robbers '. On the other hand, they were bold and enter- 
prifing in war; inured to labour and hardfliips ; un- 
daunted in the greateft dangers j jealous defenders of their 
liberties, for which they were, on all occafions, willing 
to venture their lives, and facrifice all that was dear to 
them. They diftinguilhed themfelves, above all the other 
nations of Greece, An oppofing the ambitious defigns of 
the Macedonian princes ; who, after having reduced moft 
of the other ftates, were forced to grant them a peace 
upon very honourable terms. But the gallant behaviour 
of this warlike people, in defending the common liberties 
of Greece ag^ihfl: thofe powerful invaders, we fhall have 
occafion to relate in the hiflory^f Alexander, and his fuc- 
ceffors ; our prefent province being confined to thofe oc- 
currences only, that happened after they had formed 
themfelves into a republic. The conftitution of the^to- 
lian republic was copied fropi that of the Achaeans, and 
with a yievf to form a counter-alliance j for, the ^tolians 
bore an irreconcileable hatred to the Achaeans, and had 
' conceived no fmall jealoufy at the growing power of that 
ftate. The Cleomenic war, and that of the allies, called 
the Social "War, were kindled by the ^tolians iii the 
• heart of Peloponnefus> with a view to humble their anta- 
gonifts the Achaeans. In the latter, they refifted, with 
the afEftance only of the Eleans and Lacedaemonians, for 
the fpace of three years, the united forces of Achaia and 
Macedon 5 but were obliged at laft to purchafe a peace, 
by yielding up to Philip all Acarnania. As they gave 
up this province with reluftancei they watched all oppor- 
tunities of wrefting it out of the Macedonian's haxids) and 
one very favourable for their defign £bon offered. 

M. Valerius Laevinus had been appointed, bjr the Ro- 
tnan fenate, to guard the coafts of Italy on tne fide rf 

qPolyb.lib.ji,, r Ibid, lib. iv. 

Greece, 



The HHiory of Atolia. 157 

Greece^ and to watch the motions of Philip, who, after L^tntintu 
concluding an alliance with Hannibal> was preparing to propofest^ 
pafs over into Italy, The Roman had under his command '^' ^^^l 
a fleet of fifty fliips of war, and a legion for land-fervice ; ^i^cin$^ 
but as he was not in a condition, with fo fmall a force» Rom. 
to oppofe the defigns of Philip, he call his eyes on the 
2Eltolians, who were diflatisfied with the peace they had 
concluded with the Macedonians, and their allies. This 
general difcontent L«vinus refolved to improve to the ad- 
vantage of his republic ; and, by inciting the iStolians 
againu Philip, to divert him from any attempts upon 
Italy. As he was cruiGng with his fquadron on the coafts 
of Greece, he invited fome of the iEtolians on board ; 
and, entering into a private conference with them, found, 
that it would be no difficult matter to engage the whole 
nation in the interefts of Rome. To this end, he repair- 
ed to their general aflcmbly, where he gave them an ac- 
count of the victories Rome had lately gained over Han- 
nibal, and the conquefts of Marcellus in Sicily. He ex- 
tolled the great generofity, and conftant fidelity, of the 
Romans towards their allies ; adding, that the ^tolians 
might expe£l: to be looked'upon with diftinftion by Rome, 
if they were the firft nation beyond, the feas that joined 
her; that Philip was a dangerous neighbour, and his 
overgrown power would prove fatal to them, unlefs they 
were fupported by fome more potent ftate ; that the Ro- 
mans, in conjunftion with the JEtolians, would eafily ob- 
lige him to quit Acarnania, which he had ufurped, and 
keep himfelf upon the defenfive in his own dominions. 
He concluded his fpeech by afluring them, that if they 
entered into engagements with Rome, Philip ftiould never 
obtain a peace, without refloring Acarnania to its former 

owners *. 

Scopas, at that time praetor of the ^tolians, and Do- 
jimachus, a man of great authority, ftrongly enforced the 
arguments and promifes made by Laevinus, expatiating, 
in commendation of the Romans, with all the eloquence 
which they were mailers of ; for Lsevinus, out of mor 
defty, had faid but little in praife of his republic. Thefe 
two chiefs were not only for entering into an alliance 
with the Romans, but for fending deputies to the neigh- 
bouring dates, inviting them to accede to the fame al- 
liance. Accordingly, they fent ambafladors to Elis, La- 

« Faft. Capit, Uvt lib. xxvi. cap, h— «^' 

cedaemon^ 
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cedaemoni and Attalus, king of Pergamus (E) ; td Pleu<« 
ratus (L), and Scerdelaidas, king of the beft part of Illy- 
ricum. In the fenate of Lacedsemon, two orators, Chl«- 
negs, and Lycifcus, made Jong harangues ; the firft in fa« 
vour of the ^tolians and RomanS) the other in favour 
of king Philip ^ ; but the ^tolians carried their point* 
and Lacedaemon, with Elis, declared for Rome. The 
kings Ple;uratus and Scerdelaidas followed the example 
of Lacedsemon ; fo that the treaty was drawn up in thefe 
words : *' If the inhabitants of Elis, the Lacedaemonians, 
Attains, Pleuratus, and Scerdelaidas, think fit to enter 
into an alliance with the Romans, let them immediately 
arm, and make war upon Philip. The Romans (hall fur-* 
ni(h the confederates with twenty (hips at leaft. All the 
conquefts that (hall be made between the confines of 
jStolia and the fea of Corcyra, ihall belong to the con- 
federates ; and the captives and booty to the Romans^ 
The latter (hall do their utmoft to put the £tolians in 
pofleflion of Acamania. The iEtolians ihall not conclude 
a peace with Philip, but upon condition that he withdraw 
his troops from the territories of Rome, and her allies ; 
nor the Romans with Philip, but upon the famb terms "." 
Thefe articles wer£ not figned till two years after, when 
they had been confirmed by the ^tolians at Olympia, 
and the feilate at Rome. This delay was occafioned by 
the dilatorinefs of the Romans, in lending ambafladors 
into ^tolia. When they were ratified and confirmed by 
both nations, the fenate ordered them to be phced in the 
capitol, as a lading monument of their firft alliance with 
the Greek nation. However, hoftilities began as foon as 
the treaty was concluded : Lsevinus feized on the ifland 
and city of Zacynthus, took ^niadae, and alfo Nafus (M), 

t Vide Polyb. lib. ix, cap. st, 23. « Liv. lib. zxvi. cap. 94. 



(K) Attalus mentioned here 
is Attalus I. who fucceeded 
bis father Eumenes I. brother 
to Philetaerus. 

(L) Livy makes this Pleu- 
ratus one of the kings of 
Thrace ; but Polybius ipeaks 
of him as king of a country in 
Ulyricum. 

(M) NalTus, or Nafus, was 
a city of Acamania, not far 



from the mouth of the Ache- 
lou8» There were two cities 
that bore the name of ^nia- 
dac ; one in Acarnania, on the 
Ionian fea, near the mouth of 
the Achelous ; this city, ac* 
cording to our modern travel- 
lers , is now called Dragomefto : 
the other was, according to 
Stephanus, in Thrace, not far 
from Mount CBta. 

two 
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two Cities of Acamania, and reftored them to the ^to* 
lians. After thefe exploits, he retired, with his fleet, to 
tCorcyra, where he wintered, fully perfuaded, that the 
king would now give over all thoughts of invading. 
Italy ^. 

Philip wa^ at Pella, making preparations for his expe- pkHip lays 
dition into Italy, when news were brought him of the wafli tH 
late treaty concluded by the jEtolians : whereupon he JEtoltan 
altered his meafures, and refolved to fall upon his new ^^^^'^^^ 
enemies the next fummer. Accordingly^ he took the field 
early in the fpring, laid wafte the iEtolian territories, q^j^ j£^^^ 
and then marched back his forces into Macedon, in order Uans eunr 
to oppofe the Maedi (N), who were ready to fall upon his Acarnatikhk 
dominions. During his abfence, Scopas, then praetor 
and general of the Jfetolians, entered Acarnania, in hopes 
of reducing that country, before Philip could ret^rn to 
their afliftance. This conqueft had been begun the laft 
campaign by Laevinus, who had taken ^niadae, and Na- 
fus, and was now near enough to ^flift the -ffitolians with 
with his fleet and legion. The Acarnanians were fenfi- 
ble, that they could not oppofe two fuch powerful nations 
at the fame time ; but, neverthelefs, refolved to fell their 
lives at the deareft rate. Accordingly, having fent into 
Epirus all their women, children, arid fuch as were not 
able to bear arms, thofe who remained, from the age of 
fifteen to Cxty, bound themfelves, by oath, not to return 
home till they had utterly deftroyed the iEtolians. They tkigai^ 
only de fired, the Epirots to place the aflies of thofe, who lantrefh' 
Ihould fall in battle, in one tomb, with the following epi* l^^ ^^ 
taph : *^ Here lie the Acarnanians, who died fighting for „^jin»/»" 
their country, in oppofition to the violence and injuftice 
of the iEtolians." This refolution fo terrified the ^to- 
lians, that they returned home, without offering to do 
any thing that might provoke a people refolved to con- 
quer, or die *. 

The -^tolians, not daring to invade Acarnania, turned 
their arms againft Anticyra, a city of the Locri, and in 
the neighbourhood of Altolia. This place they invefted 
by land, and Laevinus at the fame time blocked up by fea. 



^ Liv. ibid. 



^ Liv« lib. xxvi. cap. 15, 



(N) The Msedi pofleired a name of Macedonian Greece, 
partof Thrace, beyond Mount becaufe it |;)ordered on_Mace- 



Rhodope ; and therefore Pto- 
lemy calls their country Mae- 
dica ; but others j^ve it the 
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Being battered night and day on all fides, it was foon o^ 
liged to furrender at difcretion. Lasvinus, purfuant to 
the treaty, delivered up the city to the ^tolians, referving 
for his own troops the captives, and the plunder. The 
^tolians, flufhed with this fuccefs, leavine Laevinus at 
Anticyra, entered Achaia, aod there committed fuch ra- 
vages, as obliged Philip to quit Demetrias (O), where he 
was encamped, and draw near to Greece. On his march, 
he met the -^tolian army, commanded by Pyrrhias, prae- 
tor for that year, who had advanced as far as Theffaly, 
to give the Macedonians battle. The two armies met 
near Lamia, a city of Phthiotis, in the ^tolian intereft. 
Pyrrhias had been reinforced with a ftrong detachment 
oi king Attalus's troops, and a thoufand legionaries, fent 
him by P. Sulpitius, who had fucceeded Laevinus as pro- 
praetor of Greece. Notwithftanding this reinforcement, 
the jEtolians were twice defeated, and forced to favc 
themfelves under the walls of Lamia. After this vi£lory, 
Philip encamped in the neighbourhood of Phalara, near 
the mouth of the Sperchius, with a defign to furprife a 
ftrong detachment of ^tolian cavalry, which was to re- 
turn from Theffaly, and pafs that way; T)ut, while he 
was encamped here, ambaffadors arrived from Ptolemy 
Philopator, king of Egypt, attended with a great number 
of deputies from the iflands of Chios and Rhodes, and 
the city of Athens. Their errand was to prevail on Phi- 
lip and the -flEtolians to put an end to the war. This was 
not fo much out of good-will to the latter, as jealoufy of 
the former, who, by reducing the ^tolians, might eafily 
enflave all Greece, and have a ready accefs to the cities, 
which Ptolemy poffeffed out of Egypt. Philip deferred 
the conferences till the next diet of the Achaeans ; and, 
in the mean time, granted the ^tolians a truce of thirty 
days. In this interval, Philip was invited by the Greeks 
to prefide at the Heraean (P) and Nemaean games. This 

was 



(O) The city of Demetrias, 
now Dimitriada, was built by 
Demetrius Poliorcetes, on the 
fea-coaft of Theffaly, near the 
territory of the Magnefians, 

(?) The Heraean games, or 
Heraean feftivals, were cele- 
brated by the Ai;gians with ex- 
traordinary pomp and magni- 
ficence. They were called 



Haerean, from the Greek word 
"'h^, fignifying Juno, whom 
the inhabitants of Argolis wof- 
ihipped as their tutelary god- 
defs, and in whofe honour this 
feflival was firft inftituted. The 
ceremony con lifted in a pom- . 
pous proceffion, made by the 
Argian youth, under arms. 
The ftatue of Juno, which was 

of 



s. 
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ix^as a difiinflion which the Greeks had (hewn him, and 
confirrated by their fuffrages, pretending, that the firft king ', \^- 
of Macedori was a native of (ireece. In this ftation, the 
king behaved like a voluptuous prince, and indulged him- 
felf in debauchery to excefs. At laft the diet ^a& hfeld, 
•which drew him from his pleafures to Rhium, the place 
appointed for the aflemWy. ■ iPhe negocia^tion began j and Confirenas 
moft of the nations engaged in the war, inclined to a re- for conclude 
conciliation, feariiig Att^us'and the Romans would take in^apeacu 
advantage of their divifiofis, and get footing in Greece. 
At the opening of the affembly, one of the orators ex- . 
horted the contending parties to mutual concordj in U 
fpecch ^hich is ftill priefefved, and may be confidered as - - - 
a mafter-piece of the .kind^. The difcourfe moved 
the whole aflembly; arid it was no fooner ended, thah 
Philip's -ambafladors were introduced, who declared, 
tliat thrir mafter was ready to give peace to. Greece, if 
the ^tolians would confent to it ; and charged them with 
all the eyih that 'would' inevitably attend the profecution 
of the 'war. The JEtoHans, however,' came to. no refo- ' * , . 
lutioh/' In the mean time Ajttalus arrived, with his fleet, .» .; 

at the ifland of iEgina, and Solpitius, with his, at Nau- 
pa£^us ( QJ ; incident's which made the iEtolians put an 

- end 

y Polyb^, lib. ^i. -C^p. 4. 

of ivory and gold, and thought were ftrft celebrated near No- 
one of the ^beft performance^ maea, deity of Argolis. Some 
of the famous Polycletus, was fay they were renewed annual- 
carried in # charibt, drawd by . ly, others every five years, and 
two white oxen . In the driver's others every teath year. Many 
feat was placed the image of are of opinion, that they were 
one Trochilus, the fon or Cal- inftituted before the Theban 
lithea, who was the firfl: prieft- war ; but all ag^ee^ that they 
efs of Juno Argiva, The He- were revived by Hercules, and 
raean gatnes were common to confecrated to Jupiter, in 
-Ibme other nations of Greece, thankfgiving for his yi£fory 
and alfbtotheiflanders, name- over the Nertiaean-lion. 
I7, to the inhabitants of Samos, ( QJ Naupa&us, or Nau^ 
^gina, and Cos. padum, was formerly a cob il« 

As to the Nemsean games, derable city in .JEtoVi2i. The 

moil of the ancients agree, that prefent inhabitants call it £pac- 

they were inftituted in honour tos, or Nepa6tos ; the Tuiik^ 

of Archemorus, the fon of Einebadti, and the Italians Le-> 

Lycus, according to fome, or panto. It flood near Antir- 

of Lycurgus, king of Thrace, rhium, within the Criffeaa 

as others will have it* They bay, and was called Naupac-* 

Vol. VI. M turn. 
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TAi con- ^nd to conferclnces : for they declared, that they wouM 
A^?'^"# confent tp no peace, unlefs Pylus was reftored to thtf 
^nkmoff^ Meffenians, Atintania to the Romans, and the country of 
the Ardians to Pleuratus and Scerdilaidas. Philip, in- 
.cenfed at their prefuihption, left the affembly, after hav- 
ing made a fliort fpeech, wherein he afiared them, that 
he was fincerely defirous of peace^ atid would hearken to 
any reafonable propofals j but could not by any means 
. . . . brook fuch infults, from thpfe.he had conquered *« 
Yr. of Fl. The affembly being diftoiffed, the king went to Argos, 
A*t*Ch^ toprefidein the Nemaean games. While he was giving 
ao8. ' himfclf up, without redraint, to the enjoyment of fuch 
■ ■ diverfions as Were not feafonable In times of war and 
TAf Ro" alarms, the pro^conful Sujpitius, fetting out from Nau-* 
mans in- paftus", landed between Sicyoji.^nd Cqrinth j andy being 
7^itories P^^^^ ^Y ^^^ iEtoliaps, laid waifte all that ferdJe country. 
vfth^ con- This unexpected invafion obliged Philip to interrupt his 
fediraus\ div.eriions, and take the field. His arrival ftruck the 
but retreat enemy with fucb terror, that, leaving the bobty behind, 
^ *^h ^^f *^^y haftened to their fhips, and rc-embarked for Naupac* 
Philh ' *^®* PhiJip returned to the games, where he was received 
with an univerfal applaufe, the circus, the theatre, and 
all the ftreets of the city echoii^ with his name ; but he 
gained more on the affeftions of the Greeks, who were 
zealous republicans, by his afiable behaviour, and the po- 
pular airs he affedted, than by his vidlories. He appeared 
at the fhe ws without his ' diadem, purple robe, or any 
other enfigns of royal dignity j a fight very pleafing to the 
inhabitants of free cities *. 

Some days after the games, he received intelligence 
that the city of Dyme, on the confines of Elis, had de- 
x:lared for the :^tolians, though it flood in Peloponnefus^ 
and had admitted an ^tolian'garrifon. Hereupon Philip, 
croffing the Lariffus, entered the territory of Elis, ravag- 
ed the country, and encaniped under the very walls of 
.the capital. But he was foon obliged, by the Romans 
n»ho takes and ^tolians, to retire to a greater diftance. However, 
llm's *^ ^^^ by.ftorm, in fight of the Romans and jEtolians, 
hrtre£es. ^ fortrefs of great importance, where he found a confider- 

• « Liv. lib.xxvii. cap. S9— *32. Polyb. lib.x. p- 6ii. » Polyb^ 
Ik Liv. ibid. 

turn, becaufe the Heraclidae carried them into Peloponne- 
built there the firfl (hip that fus (i). 

(f) Strabo, lib. ix« Paufan. in PbociciSf 

ablei 
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aBle booty; While he was dividing the plunder among his 
foidiersy advice was brought that the Dardanians had 
entered Macedon^ and pofieiTed themfelves of a fmall 
di&n&, called Oreftida t that the Daffaratae had revolted, 

fnd thatfeveral cities were ready to join the rebels ( Q^). 
iis preifehce, therefore, being neceflary in his own do- 
minions, he haftened home, leaving only a body of three 
thoufand men to prote£t his friends in Greece \ 

During his abfence the Romans^ iEtolians, and king 71^ A^d^ 
Attalus, pofliefled themfelves of Oreum, Opus, Torone, ^i^^uani 
Tribonos, and Drymus. In caniequence of thcfe con- ^*f|''' "^* 
quefts of the enemy, ambaiTadors being difpatched to him toM** ' 
from all .the. nations that were in his alliance, he fettled themfilmt 
the affairs of Macedon, and marched back, with incredi- of ft^verui 
ble expedition, into Greece. Upon his arrival Attalus ^^"^'^* 
re-embarked his forces, and returned t6 Pergamus ; Sul- 
pitius, having but one legion on board, retired to the 
ifland of iEgina ; and the ^tolians, thus abandoned by 
their allies, were forced to fhelter themfelves iii their 
fortifications, not being able to oppofe the united forces of 
Macedon and Achaia, with the afliftance of the Lacedae- 
monians alone. Philip, thus left mafter of the field, re- 
took moft of the cities which had been reduced in^ his ab- 
fence, laid wafte great part of iEtolia, put the Lacedae- 
monians to flight ; and then, as winter was drawing near, 
marched his forces back into Macedon. £arly in the 
fpring he returned into Greece ; and, entering ^tolia at 
the head of a numerous army, obliged the ^tolians to 
conclude a peace upon very difadvantageous terms. The 
Romans, employed in a more important war at home, had Vn oF Fl; 
left their friends in Greece to Ihift for themfelves j but, . *'*iv 
nevcrthelefs, were highly offended that the -ffitolians had ^^^ * 
made a peace without their confent and approbation. Sem- > 

pronius, the proconful, endeavoured to incenfe thern againft A gfneral 

ptaeicon\ 
b Idem ibid. tluded. 

( Q^) The Barbarians had his helmet in pieces. Thefe 

been encouraged to ihake off pieces were gathered up by an 

the yoke, and invade the king- ^tolian.) and brought to Seer- 

dom of Macedon, byafalfere- dilaidas, who knew that they 

port of the king's death. Phi- belonged to tht king^s helmet : 

lip, in purfuing the Roman and hetice arofe the report that 

and ^tohan foragers, between Philip had been killed m a bat- 

Corioth and Sicvon, had flruck tie in which he had gained the 

lus head againilt a tree with advantage* 



fuch Tiolence, that he broke 



M a Philipi 



164 '^^ Hijlory of MtoVa. 

Philip, but to no purpofe ; they were qnite exbauflecl 
with fuch an expenfive war^ and not in a condition to 
lend the pro^oniul any af&ftaoce.' He, therefore^ altered 
his mcafures, and, infteadrof making war, began to treat 
with the king, and his allies, of a peace, which was foon 
agreed on by the mediation of the Epirots^ 
ni Ro' "^^^^ peace was not of long continuance ; for the Romans 

mansfiriw having, a few years after, rcfolved upon a war with Philip, 
tQtngagt fent Furius Purpureo into iEtolia, to engage that nation 
ihi MtQ' again in the . Interefts of Rome. Furius was attended by 
~^dr with ^^^ envoys of Athens, a city much attached to the Ro- 
FAitip, mans *,. and,. at the fame..time5.ambaiiadors>from Philip 
arrived,' with very adYantageons propofab, in cafe the 
.^tolians would either join their mafter or {land neuter. 
The ^tolian nation was neyec mo^e honoured than at this 
time, when they faw their friendihip and alliance courted 
An extra- by a great king, and two powerful republics. On the ar- 
ordinary x\\z\ of the ambaffadors, an extraordinary diet was con- 
N ta vened at Naupa£tus, whither the envoys from Rome, from 
^ ' Athens, and from Philip, imriiediateiy repaired. Daroo- 
critus prefided in the diet in quality, of praetor ; and, as he 
had been bribed by Philip, he direfted that the Macedo- 
nians fliould be heard before the Romans : his pretext for 
this preference was, that the alliance between Jphilip and 
^tolia was yetfrefli, and had been but lately concluded. 
Speeches of The fpcech made by the Macedonian ambaffadors was full 
the ftwral ^f inve£iives againli: the Romans ; they enlarged on their 
0«r^«/A- proceedings at Rhegium, Capua, and Tarentum, as in- 
ftances of their treachery and cruelty; and concluded 
►' . . with exhorting the iStolians to obferve the conditions of 
peace they had concluded a few years before with Philip. 
The Athenians, who fpoke next, endeavoured to efface 
the imprcffions which this difcourfe had made : they ex- 
patiated, in an affefting manner, on the cruelty and im- 
piety of Philip, who, according to his barbarous method 
of making war, had fliewn no regard to the auguft tem- 
ples of the gods, or. the venerable tombs of the dead ; 
they extolled the courage and piety of the Romans ; and, 
laftly, conjured the -ffitoliansto join in the common caufe 
of the two moft formidable powers, heaven and Rome. 
Afterwards Purpureo was heard; and his fpeech chiefly 
turned on juftifying the. condu£l of the Romans with re- 
gard to the three cities mentioned by the Macedonian 
orator ; he defcanted on the lenity and moderation fliewn 

^ Liv. lib. xxx» cap. 7, 
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bj his republic to the Carthaginians, apd retorted the re- 
proaches oJF cruelty upon Philip ; he did not forget the 
advantages which the confular army had gained over the 
king ; and^ lailly, advifed the ^Etolians not to negle£^ the 
prefent opportunity of renewing their confederacy with 
the Romans, unlefs they chofe rather to periih with Philip 
than conquer with Rome **• ^ 

The diet was inclined to favour the Romans ; but Da- Damecri- 
mocritus fufpended their determination, by declaring, tusfufpends 
that nothing which related to peace or war could be re- '^f '^'^f^' 
folved upon but in a general diet, which this was not. Tl^'^J-^^!' ^^ 
The artful praetor made a merit with his countrymen of 
bis addrefs in this affair, pretending, that his defign was 
only to gain time, till he could judge which of the two 
contending parties was moft likely to prevail, and then 
join the ftrongeft *. 

In the mean time the pro-conful Sulpitius, having pe- Yr. of FU 
netrated into the king's dominions, and defeated him near ^H?- 
O£tolophum, the vEtolians, at laft, determined to fide Ante Chr. 
with the conqueror ; and accordingly, in conjunftion * 

with Amynander, king of the Athamanes (R), they made <rhe JEto* 
an irruption into Macedon, and laid fiege to Cercinium, a Hans join 
city of Magnefia (S), This fudden invafion alarmed all *" alliance 
the nations in the neighbourhood of the lake Boebis (T), '^^^l^f 
whos abandoning the cpuntrv, fled to the neighbouring * 

mountains ; fo that the iEtolians, finding no more booty 
there^ fell upon the province of Perrhoebia, took the city 

d Liv. lib, xxxi. cap* 29. ^ Idem ibid. cap. 30* 

■ (R) The Athamanes had (S) Magnefia was a fmall 

then a feparate difbridt of their country, lying at the eaflem 

own, furroundedby ThefTaly, extremity of ThefTaly, between 

Epirus, Acarnania, jEtolia, the Gulf of Armiro and the 

and Doris ; whence fome have Saronic Gulf. Circinium flood 

made it a part of ThefTaly, at the foot of Mount OlTa, near 

Others of Epirus: •Pliny places the lake Boebis, between So- 

it in JBtolia ; Stephanus makes thufla and the Macedonian fea 

it a part of Illyricum. Ac- (3). 

cording to Ptolemy, it was di- (T) The lake Boebis, which 

vided from Epirus by the bay fome place in Boeotia, was near 

of Ambracia (i) ; and, accord- the confines of Magnefia, not 

ing to Strabo(z), from iEto- far from Mount Ofla. It is 

lia, by the river Achelous* now called the Lake of Efero 

(4)- 

(1) Ptol. lib. !¥. (a) Strabo, lib. x. (3) Strab. lib. ix. 

(4.) Strab. lib. x. 
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of Cyrctiae hj affault, and obliged Mallaea (it) to take up 
armS) and join them againft the king of Macedon. From 
Mallaea Amynander prppofed inarching againft Gomphi, 
which was very near Athamania, and might have been 
very eafily reduced ; but the ^tolians chole rather to pil- 
lage Theflaly than affift Amynander in fubduing a city, 
which was fo conveniently fituated to protcft his fmall 
dominions from the inroads of the Theflalians. The 
JEtolians having entered Theflaly, committed great dc- 
vaftations, dividing themfelves into fmall bodies, and ly- 
ing in the open fields, without keeping guard, or fecuring 
themfelves with trenches. Amynander, feeing he had 
reafon to apprehend fome fudden attack in an enemy's 
country, advifed them to be upon their guard, and en- 
camp in a regular manner ; but they defpiied his adviccji 
and advanced to the walls of Phaecadumj where, lying 
down on the grafs, they gave themfelves up to eating and 
drinking, as if they had been in the heart of -Stolia. 
Amynander thought it advifable to withdraw to a rifing- 
ground, about five hundred paces from the JEtolians, and 
there feciure himfelf with a ditch and rampart. He was 
fcarce gone when Philip appeared at the head of a numer- 
ous body of horfe, fell upon the ^tolians, and cut moft 
of them in pieces ; thofe that efcaped fled to Amynander's 
camp, whither they were purfued by the Macedonians : 
hut Philip, contrary to his expeftation, finding the camp 
well fortified, and the Athamanes ready to receive him, 
deferred the attapk till next morning, his infantry being 
tired with the long march they had made to furprife the 
enemy. In tjie night, the few -^tolians that remained, 
and the Athamanes, decamped together, and, under the 
condu£): of Amynander, efcape4 through byc^ways, tq 
their own countries ^ 

Next year they entered Theflaly again, and took the 
cities of Cymines and Augea, at the firft onfet; from 
thence they advanced to Theuma, Calathama, Achorra, 
Xinia, and Cyphara ; all which cities they took^ and pil« 

f Liv. lib. xxxi. cap. 40. 

(U) Mallaea, or Malia, was Catullus, in his Elegies. Some 

a city of Phthiotis, not far are of opinion, that the Malian 

from Mount (Eta and Ther- Gulf, now the Gulf of Zeiton, 

mopylae. Near it were the hot borrowed its name from thi^ 

mineral waters mentioned by city (5), 

(5] Str;ib. lib. ix. 
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laged. Thus great part of Theffaly fell a prey to the moft 
cruel and avaricious of all the nations that were in alliance 
with Rome; for the .^tolians, wherever they, came, left 
nothing in the cities or houfes but the bare walls, deflroy** 
ing in the flames what they could not carry away, and 
either putting the inhabitants to the fword, or felling them 
for flaves to the heft bidder », 

The ^tolians continued fteady in the intereft of Rome Yr. of Fl. 
during the whole courfe of the war, and were favoured by ai5'- 
the Roman commanders above the other nations of Greece, ^^^^ ^'» 
as being the firft that had joined in alliance with their re- '^^' 
public : but after the famous battle of Cynocephalae, in Behaviour 
iiO'hich Philip was entirely defeated, the affeftion between ofthiJE- 
the two nations beean to cool ; and Flaminius, who com- toUans at 
manded in that adion, treated the wffitoliaiis in an impe- *^/^^^^ 
rious manner. They, without all doubt, gave fome oc- 'igp^il 
cafion, with their boafting fpeeches, to this change in his 
behaviour. Their cavalry did wonders in the engage-* 
ment ;'and, by covering the Roman infantry, which was 
put in diforder at the firft onfet, gave them time to rally, 
and faved them the ihame of a difhonourable flight. 
Hence they afcribed to themfelves all the glory of the vie- q'he JEto. 
tory, infinuating, that, without their timely afliftance, Hans a- 
the Romans would have been defeated, and cut in pieces. fi^i^*^li 
In the fongs, which they difperfed all over Greece, they J/f^^ 
named themfelves as the chiefs, and the Romans as their /^ fig^^^ 
auxiliaries. Flaminius, already difgufted with the ^to- /#/<i/#j. 
lians for plundering the enemy's camp, while the Romans 
were bufy in making prifoners, was irritated by thefe in- 
folent reports, which greatly leffened his reputation among 
the Greeks. His refentment was ftill warm, when three 
envoys came from Philip, under pretence of aiking a truce 
to bury the dead, but in reality to folicit a peace : the pro- 
conful received them, and gave an anfwer, without 
confulting the heads, of the ^tolian nation, who were 
then in the camp, and had greatly contributed to the vic- 
tory. 

The Roman was glad of this opportunity to mortify their Fiamintus 
vanity, whereas he ought to have been more tender of al- mortis 
lies who had proved fo ufeful to him on all occafions. *^f^rva^ 
Flaminius agreed with the deputies of Philip upon a truce *'^* 
of fifteen days, without admitting to the conference any 
but the oflicers of the Roman army ; and even promifed 
(o grant their mafter an interview during that tiipe. This 

^ Idem, lib. xxxii. cap. 13* 
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air of abfolute authority, and intlependence on the othef 
allies, fhocked the ^tolians to fuch a degree, that they 
fpread a report in all the cities of Greece, that Flami- 
nius was betraying the common caufe, and that he had 
been bribed by Philip : but, notwitb (landing thefe re- 
ports, the proconful appointed a place for the conference ; 
and, after having treated the king's ambafladors with un- 
common civility, enjoined them to tell their mailer, that 
he defired him not to defpond. This meffage highly of- 
fended the iEtolians, who were utter ftrangers to all hu- 
manity and politenefs ; and confirmed them ia their opi-i 
nion, that the Roman had been corrupted by Philip. 
The place appointed for the interview was a narrow pafe 
which led into the vale of Tempe : thither Flaminius re- 
paired, after having invited all his allies to affift at the 
conferences, which he would not begin till he had con-. 
fulted the confederates upon what terms th-ey thought it 
proper to grant Philip a peace. Am^nander, and the 
Achxans, fpoke with great moderation j and only begged, 
that he would conclude fuch a peace as might enable 
Greece to preferve her liberties in the abfence of the Ro- 
mans : as to the particulars of the treaty, they referred 
them entirely to his prudence and judgement. But Alex- 
ander, one of the principal iEtolians, rifing up, addrefled 
" the proconful, in the following terms : ** You have done 
wifely to call us to the conference ; you have at laft thought 
fit not to treat of a peace without your allies. But pray, 
what do you propofe by granting* a peace to Philip ? 
Greece will never enjoy its liberties fo long as he enjoys 
the throne of Macedon : you are greatly miflaken if yott 
believe it will. Philip muft be driven out of his kirigdom^ 
before Greece can promife herfelf a lading tranquillity. 
You, Romans, have flattered us with hopes of liberty; 
but there is no liberty for the Greeks till Philip is dead, 
and his dbminions entirely ruined." When Alexander had 
done fpeaking, Flaminius direfting his fpeech to him ; 
'* You are unacquainted, faid he, with the charaSer and 
fentime'nts of the Romans* My republic does not carry 
her refentments to excefs : fhe knows how to revenge inr 
juries 5 but, upon the firft appearance of fubmifEon, her 
anger is appeafed : Hannibal and Carthage are convincing 
proofs of our moderation. As to myfelf, I never intended 
to carry on an irreconcileable war with Philip ; but was 
always inclined to grant him a peace, whenever he ihould 
yield to the conditions that niy republic thought fit to 
prcfcribe* You yourfelves, O ^tolians, never once men- 
tioned 
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tion^d the driving of Philip from liis throne till our late 
▼iflory* Shall we then be inexorable, becaufe we are 
conquerors ? When an enemy attacks us, it is our duty 
to repel him with all pofEble bravery \ but if he yields, 
it is the part of a generous vidlor to ufe him with gen- * 
tienefs and humanity; ,for animofity dies' after viftory, 
and brave men are courageous in adiion, but mild after it. 
Nay, it is not your intereft to deftroy the kingdom of 
Macedon, which ferves you as a barrier againft the Thra- 
cians and Gauls (W), who, were they not checked by it, 
•would certainly over-run all Greece ^." Flaminius con- 
cluded with declaring, in the name of all the officers of 
the Roman army, ** That a peace ought to be granted 
to Philip, if he complied with the conditions which the 
other allies (hould propofe ; adding, that if the ^tolians • 
did not like it, they might take what refoluiions they 
pleafed on that occafion." Phaeneas, the ^tolian praetor, 
anfwered Flaminius, and reprefented to him in very ftrong 
terms, ** That Philip, if he was left in poffefEon of Ma- 
cedon, would foon kindle a new war in the heart of 
Greece." But, before he ended his harangue, the pro- 
conful rofe from his feat in a paffion, and, faying with a 
loud voice, " That he would put it out of Philip's power 
to make any farther attempts upon Greece," difmified the 
^flembly ^. 

But, after all, it was not good-nature or compaflion that What 
prompted Flaminius to urge the conclufion of a peace with prompttd 
the kingofMacedon; but the advice he received, that An- ^^^«"«'*^ 
tiochus, furnamed the Great, was ready to march out of ^ peace ' 
Syria at the head of a powerful army, and make an irrup- with 

tion into Europe. This prince had long maintained a cor- Philif. 

> 

h Liv. lib. xxxili. cap. 14. Polyb. lib. xvii, cap. 29. * Idem 
ibid. 



(W) It is uncertain whe- 
ther Livy fpeaks here of thofe 
Gauls who had fettled in that 
part of Afia, which was from 
them called Galatia, or of an- 
other Gallic nation, which was 
nearer to Greece, and had made 
a new fettlement about the con- 
flux of the Danube and the 
Save. Thefe new-comers took 
the name of Scordifci, as Juftin 



informs us. Strabo (i) places 
them about Sirmium, between 
the Danube and Macedon. 
About fourfcore years before 
the time we are here {peaking 
of, the Gauls had fpread terror 
and defolation in all the coun* 
tries of Macedon and Greece, 
not fparing even the famous 
temple of Delphi, 



(1) Strabo, lib. x. 
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refpondcnce with Philip ; and if thcfe two monarchs ha^ 
joined their forces, fuch an alliance might have proved of 
dangerous confcquencc to the Roman republic. Befides^ 
Philip, though conquered, and driven out of the field, 
might have (hut himfelf up in his fortrefies» and difputed 
inch by inch the conqueft of his kingdom ^. 
FhiKp ac' Next day Philip appeared at the congrcfs with an air of 
cepu thi fubmiilion fuitable to his prefent circumftances ; and^ 
?***!/ A^' without any preamble, declared, that he accepted the ar- 
thiRo^ tides which he had hitherto rejeftcd, and referred all 
fnoMS. other matters to the Roman fenate. After he had uttered 
thefe words, there was a deep filence in the affembly, mod 
of thofe who were prefent being touched with compaffion. 
But Fhaeneas; the j£toliaa praetor, finding that nobody 
made him any reply, took the liberty to a(k him, whether 
he was willing to reftore to the ^tolians the cities of La- 
/iffa, Pharfalos, Thebes in Phthiotis, and Echina ? " I ^o 
reftore them to you,'* replied Philip. Flaminius was 
greatly offended at the preteniions of the ^tolians to the 
city of Thebes ; and replied with fome warmth, '* It be- 
longs to the Romans 3 I was the man who appeared before 
it, and to me it furrendered ; it is therefore become f^b- 
je£^ to the Romans." Phaeneas inlifted, that, according 
to the terms of the treaty concluded between J^toWvL and 
Rome, it belonged to the former : the difpute grew warm^ 
but, at length, the aflembly determined in favour of Fla- 
minius. By thefe fteps the ^tolians began to raif^ that 
violent ftorm, which we (hall foon fee gather, and dif- 
charge itfelf upon that unhappy nation '. 
Yr. of Fl. The king having accepted the conditions, a truce wa» 
»»5»' granted him for four months, to negotiate a peace at 
Ante Chr. ^Qj^g . but Flaminius demanded his fon Demetrius, with 
'^ fome of the chief lords of his court, for hoftages, and al* 

Fiacecon- fo two hundred talents; but upon condition, that both 
tludedwitk the money and hoftages ftiould be reftored, if the p^ace 
PIttllf. did not take place °». Philip complied, and immediately 
difpatched his ambaffadors to Rome, as did alfo the ^to- 
lians ; the former to folicit a peace, and the latter to ob- 
ftruft it. When they arrived at Rome, the republic had 
juft chofen new confuls, L. Furius Purpureo, and M. 
Claudius Marcel! us. ' The latter, being defirous of having 
Macedon for his province, and there finifliing the war, 
ftrenriuoufly oppofed the peace , and, being feconde^ by 

^ Idem ibid. cap. 15. ' Liv.lib. xxxii.cap. 13. » Jdeni 

ibid, 

the 
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tbe i£tolians in his oppofition^ had like to have prevailed . 
in the fenate : but, the tribunes bringing the affair before 
the people, the tribes unanimoufly voted for granting 
Philip his requeft \ 

The ^tolians were the only people in Greece, diffatit ^toUanM 
fied with the peace : they had been refufed fome cities diffatisfed 
-wrhich they claimed, and thought their fervices ill reward- ^ '^' 
cd by the Komans, who could not have conquered, faid 
they, without our affiftance. They carried their com- 
plaints to the general diet of all Greece, or the aflemby of 
the Amphyftions, by Livy called Pylaicum concilium ; 
and there endeavoured to raife new enemies againfl; Rome : Stir up 
but finding that the free ftates of Greece were fatisfied ^{^'^ »«• 
with the late treaty of peace, they determined to have re- '"^^/ji^ 
courfe to Antiochus king of Syria, to Nabis tyrant of La- ^^,ii»/, 
eedsemon, and even to their fworn enemy, Philip king of 
Macedout It was natural for them to fuppofe, that Ma- 
cedon and Lacedaemon would readily enter into a league 
againft the Romans, who had lately impofed very hard 
conditions upon them ; and,, as for Antiochus, his inter- 
eft, his honour,' the fteps he had already taken, and the 
advice he received from Hannibal, all inclined them to 
believe, that he would not delay palling over into Europe, 
and declaring war with Rome : nor did they defpair to fee 
Carthage join fo many confederate nations, and make 
fbme efforts to fliake off the yoke which Rome had laid on 
her. All thefe conliderations encouraged the ^tolians, 
and gave them hopes of feeing the imperious republic 
humbled in her turn. They chofe for their praetor one 
Thoas, a man fit for their defign, an inveterate enemy 
to Rome, and a fanguine oppofer of the peace lately con- 
cluded with the Macedonians. Thoas immediately af- 
fembled a general diet at Naupa£l:us, and there infufed 
into the breafts of all the deputies the irreconcileable 
averfion which he bore to the Romans. A decree pafled 
without oppofition, empowering him to fend ambaffadors 
to all the princes who were difTatisfied with the Romans, 
and incline them to war againft the common enemy. 
Purfuant to this decree,' Democritus was difpatched to Sifidam* 
Lacedaemon, Nicanderto Macedon, and Dicaearchus to baffadors 
Syria. The-firft was ordered to make Nabis fenGble of ^ofiwral 
the contemptible condition into which they had been rf*''^^* 
brought by the Romans ; his ftate was reduced to a fmall 
(crritoryi and Achaia was fole miftrefs of Peloponnefus : 

» Idem ibid* 

by 
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hj yielding up his ports» he was deprived of theadirantago 
which he formerly enjoyed by trading with the neigh- 
bouring nations ; and, being fhut up within the vralls of 
Lacedaemon, he had only the title of king. The fecond 
was inftrudled to tell Philip, that he would never have a 
fairer opportunity of redeeming himfelf from the Roman 
tyranny : Nicander was likewife ordered to aHure him^ 
that the propofals of the -^tolians were not chimerical; 
that Antiochus was ready to crofs into Europe with a 
mighty fleet, and a numerous army \ that the great Han- 
nibal, whofe very name ftruck the Romans with terror, 
affifted him with his advice ; that the -ffitolians would 
join him with all their forces ; and that Rome could not 
ppffibly refift fo many enemies at once. The third am- 
baflfador was dire£ted to. perfuade Antiochus to pafs into 
Greece, and magnify to him the forces of jEtolia ; to af- 
firm that the conqueils of the Romans in Greece were 
chiefly owing to the ^tolians ; and aflure him, that their 
troops were numerous, and well difcip lined \ and . that 
their country would furnifh his army with provifions, as 
it afforded fafe harbours for his fleets : nay, Dicaearchus 
was charged to deceive the king of Syria, and tell him, 
that Philip and Nabis had already figned the confederacy ^ 
Philip and Antiochus were not hafty in coming to a de- 
termination ; but Nabis immediately took up arms, and 
beGeged Gythium, a maritime city, which the Romans 
had obliged him to give up to the Achacans. Upon this 
beginning of a general commotion, the Roman fenatc 
thought it advifeable to fend ambaffadors into Greece, to 
defeat the meafures of the iEtolians, and maintain thbfe 
Declare for cities fteady in their alliance with Rome. At their arrival, 
Ant'wchus. ^}^qy found ^tolia had already declared openly for An- 
tiochus. The ambaflador (X), who had been fent to that 
monarch, was returned, and had brought with him an 
envoy from the king of Syria to the -^tolian diet. Be- 
fore the general diet was convened, thefe two endeavoured 
to prepoflefs the minds of the people in favour of Antio- 
chus : nothing was talked of, but the prodigious army he 
was to bring over with him ; they exaggerated beyond 

P Liv, lib. XXXV. cap. is. 

(X) Liry had faid a little be- tells us that Thoas was {eoXx 
fore, that Dicaearchus, the bto- wherein be agrees with Appias. 
ther of Thoas, then praetor of Perhaps the prxtor went with 
^tolia, had been fent ambafla- his brother, to give the greater 
dor to Antiochus \ and here he weight to the embalFy. 
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tneaftire the number of foot, horfe, and elephants, thdt 
vrere to come into iEtolia ; and, above all; the imnvenfe 
treafures, which the king woald diflribute among fats 
friends, fufficient to purchafe all the lands belonging to 
the Roman republic. The i^totians were blinded with Agtneral 
thefe prejudices, when the diet was aSetnbled, tO-give^au- dienn^* 
dience to the king's ambaflador. The Roman ambafla-''^''*j*** 
dors, among whom was Flaminius, highly refpe£tcd by 
all the other ftates of Greece, had regular notice fcnt' 
them of whatever was tranfafting in JEtolia; and they 
fuborned fome of their chiefs t^ thwarty-as much as p^- 
fible> the deiigfts of the fa(9:ioas Tfaotfs. flaminius alfo 
engaged the Athenians to fend deputies to the aflembly of 
^tolia, and there to fupport the intercfts of his republic. 
Thoas opened the diet, by acquainting his countrymen, 
that an ambaflador was come from the mighty monJirdh 
of Syria^ to court their friendfhjrp, and propofle things 
greatly to the advantage of both nations^ He was imme- 
diately ordered to introduce him, that they might hear his 
propofals froin his own mouth. Btmg admitted, 'he made Antachu^t 
an harangue well calculated for the.prefent circumftiamces : ambaffad$r 
he told, them, that it would have been happy for Greece, vuroduced 
had his matter concerned himfelf in their affairs before *^ '^' **'• 
Philip was reduded fo I0W5 that, if; he had joined his 
forces to thofe of the Macedonian, Greece would* not 
now groan under the tyrannical oppreflions ofRom^. 
** But ftill your cafe (faid he) is not without remedy'; Hlsfiach^ 
the wound is not incurable. If you put in execution the 
defigns you have formed, I promife you a deliverer in the 
great Antiochus : he, with your ^afliflance, and -that of 
the gods, will be able to reftore Greece to its ancient 
fplendor^." 

The -Stoliails were ready to accept the offer, without 
farther deliberation ; but the Athenian ambaflador pre- 
vailed upon the aflembly to hear the Romans, before they 
fliould come to any refolution. Accordingly, Flaminius 
being introduced, defired them to remember their alliance 
with Rome*, and exhorted them rather to carry their 
complaints to the fenate, than fill all Greece and Afia 
with them. He concluded thus : ** ^tolians, are you Flaminius^ s 
then determined, out of mere wantonnefs, to kindle a ^eich. 
fire in Greece, which it will not be in your power to ex- 
tinguifli ? Will you arm the nations of the Eaft for their 
mutual deftrudion ? What a dreadful ftorm are yau 

^ Liv. lib, xxxvi'cap. 3t^34f 
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bringing upon yourfelres ! you are the firft ofi wlidm k 
will fall." The iEtolians^ who had already laid their 
complaints before the fenate, and had been by the fenate 
referred to Flaminius, feeing themfelves now referred 
back by him to the fenate, grew outrageous; and^ in the 
prefence of the Roman, pafled si decree, conceived in the 
Yr. of F). following terms : ** Let Antiochus be called into Europs, 
*'S^' to reftore Greece, which is opprefled by the Romans^ to 
Ante Chr. j^^ ancient liberty." Flaminius demanded a copy of the 
^ decree) but the prsetor refufed it, anfwering, with an 

*rhe jEtQ- ■ haughty air, that he had bufinefs of much greater cotnfe- 
liansin'uiti quence at that time on his hands; but that he w^ould 
Antiochus communicate it to him very foon, on the banks of the 
m^Gntct. Tyber, with all the forces of Syria. This was an opfen 
declaration of war; in confequence of which, Flaminius 
returned to Corinth, to watch the eiiemy's motions, and 
acquaint the fenate wi(h the fteps they (hould take ■'. 
^e ^to' . In the mean time, &e privy council of the ^tolians 
liansjorm formed a deiign of feizing on three cities, reckoned the 
^ikw bulwarks of Greece : thefe were^ Cbalcis, in Euboea ; De* 
CAaicu, metrics, in Theflaly ; and Lacedaemon, in the centre of 
Demetriasj Peloponnefus. Three men, of known valour, and ability 
Mid Luct' in war, were charged with the execution of this extraor- 
d^mon. dinary defign. Tbo^s was appointed to take Chalcis, 
Alexamenus to furprife Lacedsemon, and Diodes to make 
the attempt upon Demetrias. They all three fet out at 
the fame time on their refpeftive expeditions, but wefe 
not attended with the like fuccefs. Diodes, approach- 
ing the city of Demetrias, with a fmall body of chofen 
troops, fent a m^fienger to acquaint the inhabitants, that 
he was come with a defign to attend Eurylochus to his 
native country, and conduct him with that honour whidi 
was due to his rank and merit. Eurylochus had been 
chief magiftrate of Demetrias, and, in that poft, dif- 
obliged the Romans, whofe partizans had forced him to 
leave his country, and t^ke fanftuary among the ^to* 
' lians. However, the Demetrians, touched with the tears 
of his wife and children, had confented to recall him ; 
Smitrias and his return Diodes made ufe of for the execution of 
taken by his defign, Evirylochus himfelf being privy to the whole 
Jiratagm. pj^^^ g^j.^ £)iocles and Eurylochus arrived at the gates 
of the city with a fmall body of horfe, the reft of the ca- 
valry being ordered to follow at a diftance. To prevent 
giving umbrage to the inhabitants^ Diodes ordered his 

r Liv. ibidf 
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troop to difmount, and enter on foot, leading their horfes 
by the bridles. At the gate he left a few horfemen, to 
be ready to fall on the citizens, if they fliouid offer to 
ihut it when the reft of the cavalry appeared. Thus Diodes 
-was admitted without the leaft fufpicion ; but, while he was 
conducing Eurjdochus by the hand to his houfe, intelli- 
gence was brought him, that the ^x^hole body of the ^tolian 
cavalry was arrived, and had got poileifion of the gate. 
-He then ordered the tcoop that attended him to remount, 
and, in that furprize, making himfelf mafter of the mbft 
important pofts in the city, detached feveral fmall bodies, 
with orders to put thofe to death who were of the Roman 
party. Thus the -fitolians poffeffed t;hemfelves of one of 
:the moft important places of Theffaly •. . 

Of the fuccefs that attended their attempt upon Lace^ 
xiaemon, we have fpoken elfewhere. 

Thoas failed in: bis attempt upon Chalcis ; the ma^ JEtolians 
•^nftrates of that city, -who were ftrongly attached to the fo^ilinthiW 
.Romans, shaving received timely notice of the defign, and ^^pJ^Qj^f^^ 
jint the city in a condition to fuftain.a long fiege.- The ^^, 
inhabitants of Chalcis, hearing that Thoas had hired a 
^reat many tranfports, in order to carry over troops to 
.their ifland, fent a meffenger to him, deGring to know 
Sof :w:hat reafon be was going to cottmit hoililities in 
their' territories. The ^olian anfwered, that his deiign 
.-waft to .deliver Eubcea from the Romans, who domineered 
more infolently over it than the Macedonians had ever 
done. But the inhabitants replied, that they neither 
found their liberties abridged, nor needed any avenger or 
deliverer from the Roitians, fince they feared no danger, 
nor apprehended any injury, from them. This declara- 
tion difconcerted the meafures of the -ffltolian, who had 
jplaced all hopes of fuccefs in a fudden attack. Where^ 
fore, finding that proper preparations were made for his 
reception, he retired, much diflatisfied at his failing in an 
attempt upon a city, the pofleflion of which would have 
made him mafter of the whole ifland, and opened a way 
for Antiochus into Attica ^ 

Flaminius, who then refided at Corinth, being in- ni Rp'* 

-formed that the JStolians had made themfelves matters of «»^»' ^^' 

Demetrias in Theffaly, undertook to recover it to the Ro- '^?^' JJ 

man party. He firft wrote to Eunomus, prsetor of Thef- Demetrians 

faly, defiring him to arm all the young men of the coun* back to 

try i then he charged Villius to go to Demetrias, and M«> alii-' 

anc€% 

• Liv. ibid. cap. 35. < Liv. ibid. cap. 33. 
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inform himfclf npon the fpot of thedifpofidon 6f the in'- 
* habitants. Accordingly Villius embarked in a quinque* 
remis, and came in ugbt of Demetrias. The report of 
liis arrival raifed a great commotion among the inhabi- 
tants^ who ran in crouds to the port to fee him ; but the 
JKoman,^ without any concern at feeing crouds about him, 
addrefied Eurylochus, the chief magiftrate, in diis maa- 
jxer : ^^ Can the Romans reckon the people of Demetrias 
among their allies, or not ? Am I received here as a 
friend, or not?" The magiftrate anfwered, that, hi^fel' 
low-citizens were, attached to Rome; but, at the fame 
time, he let him know, that his prefence might diftorb 
the repofe of a city, that was jealous of its liberty ; which 
was in effefi: telling him, in a gentle manner, that he 
•wxmld: not admic^hiia into Demetrias. ^ Indeed, Eurylo^ 
chus had already declaried for Aotiochus ; and the inha-' 
'"'• -bitants, feduced byhis counfels, hadjuft then concluded 
a league with the .£tolians againft/Rome. Villiu« oq- 
iderftood, by £urylo<}hus's difcourfe, that he cg^uldnot, 
without danger^ appear among ihe people ; and the in- 
terview ended with fevere reproachdi on both fides: the 
(Roman upbraided the Demetrians with ingratitude, finee 
they owed their liberty to Rome^and the Demetrians 
.xeprdached the Romans with injuiftice, haughtinefs; aad 
ambition. Villius, therefore, was obliged to put to fia 
i^n; but, before he re-embarked, tttfniiTg ta the»mul- 
•titude, that were porfuing him with great noife and^me- 
naces, " I plainly fee, faid he, the itorm that will fall 
upon your heads ; your misfortunes will convince you, 
fidien it is too late, that none who provoke the Romans 
•efcape with impunity." Flamlrtius, upbn the return of 
Villius, and his report, laid afide all thoughts of bringing 
-the Demetrians back to- their old allian^e^- 
Tkoas dif. On the other. hand Thoa3, having failed in his attempt 
fuades An- upon Chalcis, went direftly to Antiochus, and preffed 
iiochus him to delay no longer his fetting out for Greece. At 
i^TuZt ^^« fa"^e ^^^^ ^^ diffuaded him from fendin? Hannibal 
ha/ into With an army mto Italy, mfmuatmg that the Carthagi- 
Itafy. nian would affume to himfelf all the glory of fuch anen- 

terprize. As this advice fell in with the Syrian's fufpi- 
cious and jealous temper, be entirely dropped the defign, 
to which he was before well inclined. And now it being 
refolved that Greece fliould be the only feat of war, the 
-king pitched upon Depietrias for the place wherehe fhould 

» Liv, ibid. cap. 59, 
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land. Having, therefore j got every thing ready for his 
departure, he embarked with an army, confifting only of 
ten thoufand foot, five hundred horfe, and fix elephants. 
^>llch a fmall body of men was not fuitable to the majefty 
of fo great a ting, nor anfwered the expeftations of his 
Greek allies ; but thefe were iall the troops he had ready : 
Polyxenidas, indeed, one of his generalsj was ordered 
into Afia, to draw together the reft of his forces, and 
lead th^?n^nto Europe. The king landed at Pteleum in Yr. of 1^1. 
PhtHiotis, dnd from thence marched to Demetrias. Here iis^* 
the chiiefe bf the -ffitoliali natoon waited updn Antiochus, -^"^*^ ^^^' 
and invited him to Laniia, one of their cities, where a gene- '^** 
ral aflembly was convened for his reception. Being ihtro- /i„tiochus 
duced to the -diet, he made an harangue, wherein he told aM^es in 
therh, that his eagernefs to comply with their requefthad Greecu^ 
induced him to leave Afia before he had made the neceff ' 
fary preparations for fuch an expedition ; that his zeal for 
their deliverance had made him even forgetful of his owh 
dignity ; that their expeftations fliould be fully anfwered 
next fpring ; and that, as foon as the feas were paflable, 
they Ihould fee all Greece covered with armies, anid their 
harbours filled with fleets. He concluded with thefe Hlsjpeeck 
words': ** I will fpare neither fatigues nor expences: I tothegene^ 
will expofe niy perfon to the greateft dangers to re-eftablifli ^ff ^#«* 
you in the full enjoyment of your liberties. Rbme has "^* 
enflaved you, but Syria offers you a deliverer : let us then 
(hare the trouble between us ; do you fumifh provifions, I 
will find men and arms V 

This fpecch was received with great applaufe j and, 
when the king had withdrawn, it was debated in the 
affcmbly what title they (hould give him,. and in what 
chara6^er he fhould a6t: in ^tolia. The mod judicious 
faw plainly, that Antiochus, inftead of a real and pre- 
fent affiftance, gave them little more than hopes and pro- 
mifes; and, therefore, were for having hhn aft only as 
a mediator between Rome and -ffitolia. But this counfcl 
being rejefted by a great majority, the opinion of Thpas 
•prevailed, that the king (hould be honoured with the title Declared" 
of generaliffimo, or commander in chief of all the Greek ^enerahf^ 
armies againft Rome. Then a council of thirty pcrfons ^^ ^/ '^f 
was appointed, to whom the king might have recourfeon Jjg^^ ^ * 
alloccafions. The firft ftep he took, by their advice, was 
to enter into a negociation with Chalcis, a city famous ' * 

for its affefliion to the Romans. In a conference held 

w Liv. ibid. cap. 42^44. 
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between the JEtolians and Cbalcidlans, at Salganea, the 
Sirpuis to former ufed their utmoft efforts to draw that important 
gmm 9Vir ^.jty into an alliance with Antiochus, but without renounc- 
^f?(J ^ ing the friendfhip of the Romans : they declared, that the 
king of Syria was come into Greece, not to make it the 
feat of war, but to deliver it from flavery ; that nothing 
could be more advantageous to the cities of Greece than 
to live in amity both with Antiochus and the Romans, 
fince the one would) by thefe means, be a check on 
the other \ that, if they rejefied the advantageous offers 
of fuch a mighty monarch, they might foon repent it, 
the Romans, on whom they depended, being at a great 
diftance, and the king at their gates *. 
PnuhHt Mi^io, one of the chief men of Chalci&« replied, that 

c0iulMa of he could not imagine what people Antiochus was come 
thtChal" to deliver, and for whofe fake he had left his kingdom, 
cidians, ^^^ croflcd over into XJreece : that, as for the inhabitants 
of Chalcis, they had no occafion for a deliverer, fince they 
were free ; nor of a defender, fince they enjoyed the fweets 
of peace under the protefiion of Rome ; that they did 
not refufe Jthc friendihip of Antiochus and the iBtoIians ; 
but if thefe laft would (hew themfelves friends, the heft 
proof they could give at prefent of their friend{hip> was to 
leave the illand, fince they were fully determined neither 
to admit them into the city, nor make any alliance with 
them, but in conjun£lion with the Romans f^ 

This anfwer being brought to the king on board his 

fliip, where he had continued during the conference, he 

thought it advifable to return to Demetrias, not having a 

fufiicient number of troops with him to make an attempt 

upon the city. He was not pleafed with his ufStoIian 

counfellors, feeing the firft flep they had perfuaded him to 

take proved inglorious. But Thoas appcafed him with 

hopes of gaining Amynander, king of the Athamanes, with 

the Boeotians and Achaeans, who, faid he, are all difiatif- 

*the JEto* fied with the proceedings of the Romans. Accordingly 

Hans iHihu liegociatlons were fet on foot, and ambafladors difpatched 

fgvernl ^Q thefe three powers. The Achaean diet, which was 

loin^hem ^^^^ ^' ^gium, gave audience to the ambafladors of the 

Promifts* ^tolians and Antiochus, in the prefence of Flaminius. 

madtbytht The Syrian ambaflador, who fpoke firft, expatiated on 

Syrian am- the irrefiftible power of his ma/ler ; he declared, with aa^ 

pafador, cmphatical tone of voice, tb^ an incredible number of 

horfemen were crofling the Hellefpont, confifling partly 

^Li?. Ibid. cap. 36. r Idera ibid^ cap. 4/. 
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t>fciiiraffiers in impenetrable armour, and partly of t>ow« 
meni who difcharged their arrows with as much fkill and 
dexterity when they turned their backs, as when they 
faced their enemy i to their cavalry^ which alone was fuN 
ficient to overpower all the forces of Europe, he added 
more numerous bodies of infantry, the Dahae, the Medes, 
the Elymaeans, the CaduGi, &c. names ilever before heard 
in Greece, and therefore, as he thought, more terrible : 
"with regard to the fleet, he aflTured them, that it would 
overfptead all the coafts, and fill all the ports of Greece : 
concerning money, it was> he faid, needlefs^ to mention 
the immenfe fums which Antiochus pofTtflTed, fince they 
knew that the kingdom of Afia had always abounded with 
gold, in the clofe of this fpeech he addreifed the Achae-^ 
ans, telling them, that though his mafter was come from 
the moft remote parts of the £a{l, purely to reilore Greece 
to Its freedom, yet he did not require that the Achaeans 
fliould take up arms againfl: Rome, but only defired them 
to ftand neuter, and treat both parties as friends ; afTur ing 
them, that their neutrality (hould fcreen them and their 
country from the many 'calamities that threatened Greece'. 

Archidamus» the ^toliah ambafiador, fpoke to the Speech hf 
fame efied, advifing the Achseans to fit quietly as fpe£tators ^rch}da' 
ofawar^ which muft bring utter deftruftion upon Rome, ^^^il^n * ' 
Then, growing infenfibly warmer, he hunched out into before thi 
invectives and reproaches againft the Romans in general, Achaan 
and Fiaminius in particular. He called them an ungrate- ^^^« 
ful people, who had forgot that they owed to the valour 
of the iEtolians, not only the viftory they had gained 
over Philip, but their general's life, and the fafety of the 
army : " For what great exploits (continued he) has Fia- 
minius performed during this war ? His whole time has 
been fpcnt in confulting the aufpices, in facrificing vic- 
tims, and oflTering vows, as though he had been an augur 
or a prieft, while I expofed myfelf to the enemy's dahd 
for his fafce." Fiaminius heard all thefe reproaches \vith ^^peech of 
patience; and then replied with pleafantry thus: '^ A^- tlaminius. 
tempts have now been made, Achseans, to terrify you 
with an enumeration of thofe nations of Afia whicti are 
to pour in, like a torrent, upon Greece. This eflFort re- 
mitids me of an entertainment, which was made by a 
friend of mine in Chalci^^ who is a man of humour, and 
treats his guefts very elegantly. He invited me to a ban- 
quet at a time of the year when venifon was very fearcc \ 

z Liv. ibid. cap. 4S, 
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and yet there feemedto be a gireiat plenty of it fefved up at 
his table. I was furprifed ; but my friend, frailhrg, told 
me, that what I took for venifon was nothing but hog's 
fieOi, difguifed feveral ways> and feafoned with differerit 
fauces. The fame may be faid of this mighty king^ 
troops, which have been fo.pompoufly extolled and 'mag^ 
nified. The Dahae, the Medes, the Cadufii, the£lyma&- 
■ans, names indeed that are not beard every day in Greece, 
aie all but one nation, and a nation of ilaves. Whatever 
difguifcs maybe ufcd, they are all but one fort of men; 
let the fauce be what it will, the meat is the fame. And, 
as for the ^tolrans> they are brave only in words : they 
may amufe the icing of Syria with vain difcourfesj but botn 
you, Achxans, and I> are better acquainted with their 
charafter than to be impOfed upbn.' As for their mighty 
monarch, what a poor figure ishe come to make in thefe 
parts ! his whole army is not equal to two of our fmalleft 
legions. And where are the riches which he 'promifes 
you ? He has been obliged, at his firft arrival, to beg 4i 
.the ^tolian diet provifions and moneys Trom thence be 
. rambled to Chalcis ; which he was obUged to leave with 
ignominy. The j£tblians have very injadicioufly given 
credit to Anttochus ; and Antiochus ihewed as little judge- 
ment in believing the jStolians. Thefe circumftances 
jought to teach you not to be impofed upon, but to. put all 
your confidence in the Rojnans, . the effcfis of whofe 
friendlhip you have fo often eipierienced. When they 
demand a neutrality, they invite "^you : to become a prey 
to both parties, and to fuffer all the evils of war withoiit 
iharing the advantages of victory.'* 
^hiAchit' The Achaans; without hefitation^ declared for the Ro- 
?*' ^^%^ mans, and refolved to make war upon Antiochus and the 
manu >Etolians. They immediately fent five hundred men to 

reinforce the gartifon of Chalcis, and the like number to 
Athetis; which began to waver. Antiochus, and the 
The Banti' ^tolians, Received no greater fatisfadion from the Boeo- 
tfvjrmiw/f ^jjjj^g^ who told their ambafladors, that they would come 
neuter, ^^ ^^ refolution till Antiochus's army was on the frontiers 
of Bocotia*. 

The king of Syria, having thus folicitcd in vain, either 
by his ambafladors, or in perfon, mod of the Greek ftatea 
to join in alliance with him, retired at laft to Demetrias, 
where he held a council of war on the operations of the 
enfuing campaign. Hannibal, who was invited to it, 

« Liv. lib. xxxvi. cap. ^ 
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i^rlth all the chie£ commanders of the army, being afked 
his opinion firft, adyifed the king, before he undertook HanmhaVs 
any thing elfe, to ufe his utmoft endeavours to gain over. ^'''^'^^ '* 
Philip of Macedbn \ which, he faid, was fo important a '^'"^ *"* 
i^eps that could they but fucceed in it, thpy might, with- 
out much difficulty, become matters of ail Greece. Bu-t, 
if Philip (hould refufe to take up arms againfl: Rome, in 
that cafe he wa$ of opinion, that the king (hould fend his 
(on Seleucus, at the bead of an army, into Macedon, and 
by that diverfion prevent him from lending any affiftancc 
to the Romans. He infifted on a ftili more important 
point, and maintained, as he had always done, that the 
pnly way to defeat the Romans, was to fend an army into 
. Italy ». . . 

The couQcil could not but approve of what Hannibal Antmhut 
£a,id; but, at the fame time, the ^tolians diverted the di'vertedly 
king from following his opinion, .pretending, that if he ^. '^J:^' 
purfued the Carthaginian's plan, all the glory would be ^Uo^'il^ 
afcribed to him \ and that Hnce Antiochus had already the adwcM 
taken another courfe, and was in Greece, it would be of Han'- 
highly difreputable to alter his meafures. In the council »'^«^« 
it was refolved, that the king fhould again attempt to 
win over .Chalcis ; and accordingly he fet out for that 
pla^e. On his march he detached Menippus, one of his 
generals, with three thoufand men, to intercept a body of 
five hundred Romans, which Flaminius had fent under 
the command of Miftio, the Calcidian, to reinforce the 
g^rrifpn of Chalcis, Menippus came upon them unex- TheSyrhm 
pecledly, while they were amufing themfelves in viewing fall upon m 
the rarities of a temple dedicated to Apollo, in the neigh- party of 
bourhood of Tanagra (Y). Neither the fanQity of the ^omam.m 
place, which enjoyed the privileges of an afylum, nor the ^^^J^^Q^g I 
friendfhip that ftill fubfifted between Antiochus and the of Apolk, 
republic (war not being yet declared), protefted them ' • 
from the fury of the Syrians: they were attacked in the 
very temple and grove of Apollo, moft of them put to 

. ^ Idem ibid. cap. 4.. Juilin. lib. xsxi^ cap. 5^ 6. Appian. in 
Syriac. p. 93, 94^ 

(Y ) Tanagra, a city of was built on the coaft of Boeo.- 

Boeotia, on the banlcs pt the tia, between the city of A uUs, 

Afopus, five miles diftant from and the mouth of the Afopus, 

the £uri pus, is now called Ana- about iive miles from Tana* 

toria. The temple dedicated gra(i}« 
to Apolbf and called Delium, 

(i) ^rabo, lib.ii;, 
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the fword, and fifty taken prifoners; a few efcaped 
with their leader Mi£lio, who^ in a fmall boat, reached 
Chalcis in fafety. This was the firft time Ando* 
chus drew his fword in thefe parts i but, by (hedding 
Roman blood, he made himfelf the aggreflbr, and gave 
Rome a right to declare him an enemy. The Syrian, 
ilufhed with this fmall adyantage, became more bold and 
enterprifing ; he advanced, at the head of fix thoufand 
men, to the Euripus, where he had ordered his fleet to 
attend, and appeared the fecond time before Chalcis. 
This city was rent into fa£^ions ; and now the ^tolian 
party prevailing, Midlio and Xenolcides, with fuch other 
citizens as perfifted in their attachment to the Romans, 
were commanded to depart; and the city opened her' 
gates to Antiochus. The example of the capital was 
followed by the whole ifland, and all Eubcea fubmitted 
to the Syrian, who, from that time, made Chalcis the 
place of his refidence. He fpent the winter there, fend« 
ing deputies to all the free ftaies of Greece, to court their 
friendfliip. His power began now to be formidable; 
wherefore the Eleans, the Epirots, the Boeotians^ and the 
Athamanes, readily joined him, renouncing their alliance 
with Rome. The Athamanes were prevailed upon to 
join him by Philip, the regent of Athamania, who was 
a pretender to the crown of Macedon *^. 

And now the time of taking the field drawing near, 
Antiochus advanced to Lariffa, and fummoned his allies 
to fend their troops to the neighbourhood of Pherae, where 
they were to rendezvous. While he was waiting here for 
the arrival of the confederate troops, he took a very im- 
politic ftep in going with the regent of Athamania, to 
Ihe plains of Cynocephalae, where the Macedonians^ who 
had been killed when Philip was overcome, lay ftill un- 
• buried. He thought that the pretended king of Mace^ 

don, by procuring their obfequies to be performed, might 
gain the afFeftions of the Macedonians. But this cir- 
cumftance ferved only to exafperate the true king of Ma- 
cedon, who imn)ediately gave the Romans notice of the 
progrefs Antiochus was making in Greece *. 
Takes ^^^ ^'"K ^^ Syria, being reinforced with the troops of 

pher^. his allies, and having no enemies to refift him, laid fiege 
to Pherae, which, after a vigorous refiftance, was forced 
to furreh'der. From Pherae he advanced to Lariffa ; and, 
while he was deliberating whether he (hould lay fiege to 
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ity or not, he received advice, that a body of Romans was ' 

arrived at Gonni, a city about twenty miles from his 
camp. Claudius, who commanded this fmall detach- 
ment, in order to deceive Antiochus, occupied a much 
larger fpace of ground than was neceffary for fo fmall a 
number of troops, and kindled fo many fires, that An- 
tiochiis, believing a numerous army of Romans was ready 
to fall upon him, decamped with precipitation, and re- 
turned to Chalcis, which city proved as fatal to him as Chukts 
Capua had been to Hannibal; for there, though he was pro^f^M' 
advanced in years, he fufFered himfelf to be Siamefully J^ il'*"' 
captivated by the charms of a fair Chalcidian.' She was ' 

a virtuous young woman, the daughter of one of the . 
chief citizens of Ch^lcis, named Cleoptolemus, in whofe 
houfe the king lodged. Antiochus was obliged to difclofe 
his paffion, not to her only, but likewife to her father, 
and defire his confent to marry her. The difproportion 
of her aee and condition made Cleoptolemus fear, that 
his daughter would foon repent of her advancement to fo 
high a ftation; and therefore he was very unwilling to 
grant the king his requeft. But Antiochus, to the paffion 
of a lover joined the authority of a fovereign ; and then 
the father was obliged to acquiefce: the nuptials were 
celebrated with regal magnificence, -and all the fecurity 
of the mod peaceable times. The king was fo much 
pleafed with his young queen, that he feemed to forget 
Rome, Greece, and Syria. Neither the important war 
he was engaged in, nor the defence of his allies, nor the 
prcfervation of the glory he had already acquired, affected 
him in the leaft. His unfeafonable love was become a 
ftanding topic of raillery in all converfations ; his alliea 
made loud complaints ; the foldiery, being kept in a ftate 
of inaftion, began to mutiny, and the JStolians them- 
(elves to exprefs great uneafinefs. But the king, infenfi- 
ble to every thing but his paffion, fpent the reft of the 
winter in feaftings and rejoicings ; while the bad example * 
of the court infeSed the officers, and even the common 
foldiers of the Syrian army: difcipline was neglefted, mulMs 
their bodies were weakened ; and the whole army aban- ^rwy 
doned themfelves to idlenefs and debauchery •. 

While Antiochus was thus loft in pleafures at Chalcis, 
Rome kept a watchful eye over him. One hundred quin- 

• Liv. ibid. Appian. cap. 96-7.98. Polyb. lib. x. apud Athe- 
ii«um. liW. X. cap. i». Diod. Sic. & Pio. in Excerpt. Valefii, p. 
M^p Sc 609. 
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qu^remes were fitted out to fcour the eaftern (c^s ; and, 

after the eledions were over, and a regulation made rf' 

Vr. of Fl. *^^ troop5 that were to ferve this year, war was formally 

1157. declared againft Antiochus. Then the new confuls* 

Ante Chr. P. Cornelius Scipio Nafica, and A. Acilius Glabrio, drew 
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lots for their provinces ; and Greece fell to the latter, who 
fet out in the beginning of May for Brundufium, whence 
he fet fail for Greece, and, croffing the Ionian fca, land- 
ed his forces, without the leaft oppofition, to the number 
of twenty thoufand foot, two thoufand horfe, and fifteen 
elephants. He immediately fent his infantry to Baebius, 
who was encamped near Pellinaea, in Theffaly, and with] 
his cavalry he marched to Limnsea, another city of Thef- 
faly, which the king of Macedon was befieging. Both 
thefe places furrendered to the conful at difcretion, and 
in Pellinaea was taken Philip, the pretender to the crown 
of Macedon. The king, in derifion, called him brother, 
ordered him to be faluted king, and condufted him to the 
conful, who put him in irons, and fent him to Rome. 
Then the Romans and Macedonians feparated, to f^read the 
terror of their arms in different places. The king made 
himfelf mafter of all Athamania, Amynander having re- 
tired, with his wife and children, into Epirus ; and the 
conful foon reduced all Theffaly. This furprifing pro- 
erefs of the Romans roufed at lafl Antiochus from his 
grefs of the lethargy. He loved his new wife Eubia to adoration ; 
Romans ^^^ j^j^ j-eafon pointing out to him the {hanreful figure a 
jtntiochus' "^^^ °^ ^^^ years and charafter mufl make, in being thus 
• ' taken up with youthful pleafures, he at lafl got the better 
of his palTion ; and determined to leave Chalcis, and 
draw nearer to jEtolia. This defign obliged him to af- 
femble all the troops he had difperfed over Greece, and 
join them in one army. All the Syrian troops amounted 
to no more than ten thoufand foot, and five hundred 
horfe. With thefe he advanced to the confines of ^to- 
lia, in hopes of powerful fuccours from thence : but he 
was difappointed ; for the ^tolian chiefs could not raife 
above four thoufand men, who were for the nioft part 
jtheir own clients and vafTals. Antiochus was then fcnli- 
blc, that he had been impofed upon by Thoas ; but, not- 
withflanding this difappointment, he purfued his raea- 
fures. He knew that the Roman army had pafled the 
Sperchius, and was ravaging Phthiotis. To prevent, 
therefore,, their entering Achaia by way of Locris, and, 
at the fame, time, to fecure himfelf againft the attacks of 
the enemy, he feized the famous pafs of Thermopylae. 
' • The 
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^he king ftrengthened the natural fortifications of the 
place with trenches and ramparts ; ^ and, as he was not 
ignorant, that Xerxes would not have been able to force 
tne Lacedaemonians, if he had not ordered fome of his 
troops, to climb up the mountains, and from thence ruih 
down upon the enemy, he detached two thoufand ^to- 
lians, to feize the fummits of Mount (£ta, which were 
neareft his camp ^ 

The Roman general was informed of the prudent pre- 
cautions which Antiochus had taken, and was under no 
fmall concern. To endeavour to drive the enemy from 
paiTes where fcarce ten armed men could march abreaft, 
was a dangerous attempt : to follow the example of 
Xerxes, and climb over the mountains, was impraGicablc, 
the fummit being guarded by two thoufand ^tolians. 
In this perplexity he had recourfe to the famous Cato, 
who, being tired with the wranglings of the bari had 
roufed his martial fpirit, and now ferved in the troops in 
no higher a ftation than that of a legionary tribune. This 
brave and prudent warrior extricated the conful fronl his 
difficulties, by offering to diflodge the jEtolians from their 
advantageous pod. As this enterpiize was of no lefs dif- 
ficulty than importance, the conful thought proper to join 
L. Valerius, one of his lieutenants, with Cato, in the 
execution of it. The former was ordered to march 
againfl that body of ^tolians which was encamped on 
the fummit called Tichius, and the latter againft thofe 
who pofTefled the other, named Callidromus. Valerius 
was repulfed by the ^tolians, and forced to retire ; but 
Cato, after having undergone inexpreflible fatigues and 
dangers, at laft reached the top of the mountain, and butUdtf" 
charged the ^tolians with fuch refolution, that he obliged ^^g^^* «*< 
them to abandon their poll, and fly for refuge to the ^^'^* 
valley. In the mean time the main body of the army 
was warmly engaged with Antiochus; but could not, 
with all their valour, force the Syrian's entiencfament. 
Acilius did wonders ; but great numbers of his men be- 
ing either killed or wounded, the reft began to be dif- 
heartened, when the conful, fuddcnly perceived Cato 
half way down the hill, and the jEtolians flying before 
him. This fight infpired the Romans with new vigour, 
and ftruck no fmall terror into the Syriims, who had be- 
bavpd, during the a£lion, virith incredible valour, and ftill 

f Liv. ibid. cap. 15. Plut. in Cat. Maj. Frontin. Stratag. lib. ii« 
cap. 4. Appian. in Syriacis, cap. 96. 
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maintained their ground, till Cato, attacking the camp m 
its weakeft part, put« an end to the difpute. The king, 
having received a blow on the mouth with a ftone, tum^ 
his horfe, and fled. His example was followed by the 
whole army, every one fhifting for himfelf, and leaving 
the pafies open for the Romans, who did not purfue 
them, being employed in plundering the camp, where 
they (ound a rich booty K 

Next day, early in the morning, the conful marched to 
Elatia, whither Antiochus bad nrft retired. But before 
the arrival of the Romans, the king Ixras fled from thence, 
and had reached Chalcis, with five hundred horfe. The 
infantry, being too much tired to follow the king in his 
flight, were overtaken by the Roman cavalry, and cut in 
pieces \ fo that Antiochus may be faid to have loft his 
whole army in the aSion of Thermopylse, and in the 
purfuit. The conful continued his march through Bceo- 
tia to the Euripus, with a defign to drive Antiochus from 
Chalcis, and recover the ifland of Euboea. The Boeotians 
bad declared for Antiochus ; therefore, being feized with 
terror at the fight of the confular army, they appeared 
before Acilius in the attire of fuppliahts ; and the conful 
fpared both their lives and lands, not fuffering his foldiers 
to commit any hoftilities, except at Coromsea, where, by 
a public edi£t of the Boeotian diet, a ftatue had been 
ere£led to Antiochus. At this fight the legionaries were 
fo provoked, that Acilius could not reftrain them ; the 
city was plundered, and the territory laid wafte. When 
the confular army appeared before Chalcis, Antiochus 
embarked with his new queen, fet fail for Afia, and re- 
tired to Ephefus. Upon his departure, Chalcis opened 
her gates to the Romans, and all Eubcea followed the 
example of the capital. Acilius then returned to Ther- 
mopylae, and from thence continued his march to He- 
raclea(Z), which two thoufand ^tolians ftill kept for 
Antiochus *. ^ 

Before the conful befieged the city ,in form, he fum- 
moned the garrifon, and the inhabitants, to furrendcr ; 
reprefenting, that they could expe£l no relief from a fu» 



s Liv. ibid. cap. 191 



^ Ibid. cap. fto. 



(Z) This city, called Hera- near the gulph of Zeiton, a- 
racleaTrachynia,ftood between bout forty furlongs diflance. 
the Sperchius and the Afopus, from Thermopylae (i). 



(1) Strabo, lib. ix. Thacyd. lib. iii. 
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^tive king; that all Greece had a*new declared for 
Rome ; that it was not too late to have recourfe to the 
clemency of the Romans ; and that he would look upon 
tbeir delivering up the city as an unqueQionable proof of 
a .fincere repentance. Damocritus, who had told Fla- ^ 
fninius, that he would give him on the banks of the Tyber 
a copy of the decree inviting Antiochus into Greece, was 
governor of the place ; zv\d, by his means, the ^tolians, 
as well as the inhabitants, refolved to hold out to the 
lail. The conful therefore was obliged to have recourfe 
to force, and it was not without the utmoft difficulty that 
he made himfelf mafter of the place. Heraclea was for- nviick 
tified by nature and art, and in a condition to make a ntahsa 
long and vigorous defence. The conful, having invefted '^»^««^ 
the city on all iides, began to batter it night and day with ^^^^^ 
a great number of warlike machines, which difcharged 
(bowers of darts and ftones on the befieged. The ^to- 
lians on the other hand, maintained their pods with inex- 
preiBble courage, harafled the Romans with frequent 
(allies, fet fire to their engines, an4> by letting down 
iron hooks, and other contrivances, from the wall, ren- 
dered their baitering-rams quite ufelefs. The befiegers 
no fooner opened a breach, by undermining the wall, than 
the befieged made vigorous fallies, keeping the Romans 
employed till their companions within repaired the da- 
mage. Thus they held out forty days againfl the incefTant 
attacks of the whole confular army. - The great number 
of the befiegers leffened their fatigues ; but the befieged 
were employed night and day, the whole garrifon being 
fcarce fufficient for the conflant defence of the place. 

The conful, being fenfible that the ^tolians could 
hardly be overcome merely with fatigues and watchings, 
changed the mode of his operations, with a view the more 
efFe£lually to deceive them. He commanded a flop to be 
put to the attacks at twelve every night, and did not rcr 
new them till nine in the morning. The iEtolians, being 
perfuaded that the Romans were as much exhaufled as 
themfclves, retired at the fame time, and did not return 
to the walls till they had refteflied themfelves with fome 
hours of refl. They continued this praftice for fome butista* 
time ; but the conful, on a fudden, ordered SemproniAs ken by 
to attack the citadel at three in the morning, not doubt- firaiagem^ 
ing but the noife would draw all the garrifon, thither. 
Accordingly, the iEtolians, being waked, haflened to the 
caflle ; and the Romans, at the fame time, afTaulted, withi 
great vigour, the. town j.but were repulfed by the ^tolians 

in 
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m three fucceffive attacks. AriKus'had ordered hi$ k- 
gipnaries to attack the town on all fides, except that which 
joined the fuburbs. There he bad placed a ftrong <le« 
tachment among the ruins of the demoliihed houfes, with 
orders not to ftir tiH they heard the fignal. He imagined, 
that the befieged would draw ofF their men from that 
place» which was not attacked, to defend the others. 
And fo it happened : the befiegers left this place qviire 
undefended ; which the conful perceiving, gave the fignal, 
and the legionaries mounted the wall without any oppo- 
fition. The befieged, hearing a fhout on the rampart, 
believed the city was taken, and fled with great precipi- 
f^f/f^ tation to the citadel. Acilius fuffered the city to be plun- 
^ dered, not fo much out of a fpirit of revenge, as to rc- 

. ^ard the foldiers, who had not as yet been allowed to 

plunder any of the cities they had taken. The pillaging of 
the city took them up from break of day till noon, when 
the conful marched againft the citadel, which, as it was 
not fufficiently flocked with provifions to maintain fuch a 
number of men, women, and children, as had fied thither 
for refuge, foon furrendered at difcretion. The iStolians 
threw themfelves upon the clemency of the Romans; 
and, by way of preliminary, delivered up, into the con- 
fbrs hands, their leader Damocritus, who probably vras 
fent to Rome, with the other captives of the conquered 
nations *. 
ilT^^*'" From Heraclea the conful marched to Lamia, a ftrong 
tSt^Maee' p'^^^J fituated on a rock about feven miles diftant. The 
dmums. troops of king Philip had begun the fiege at the fame 
time that the Romans had invefted Heraclea. As the 
two cities were near each other, and Lamia flood on an 
eminence, the Macedonians and Romans could difcover 
each from their own camp, what progrefs was made in 
the other. ^ Hence arofe an emulation between the two 
armies, which ihould firfl finifli the enterprize. The 
works were carried on by both with the utmoft vitrour; 
but as the Macedonians could not, according to their 
cuftom, undermine the walls, the city being placed on a 
Suhmih to rock, the Romans took Heraclea before the Macedonians 
ikeR^ h^d made any confiderable progrefs in the fiege of Lamia. 
Philip, indeed, did not at firft affift in perfon, being pre- 
vented by an indifpofition ; but he no fooner recovered, 
than he went to pay a vifit to Acilius, who was then en- 
camped at Thermopylae, and congratulated him on his 

^Liv.ibid. cap. 15, 
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vl&bTf* Fi'oln the i:onfuI's camp Philip :ha&ei3ked toLa^ 
mia, to purfiie the liege; but he had not the iadsfa^lioa 
df taking the place, the Lamians chufing rather to fubmit 
to the Homans, iti hopes of recovering their liberty;^ thsoi 
to receive the Macedonian yoke K 

Before Heraclea sind Lamia were be^qged, the ^toliar^s 

'hbd fent ah emba% to Antioc|iu$> then at EpheAis. 
Tboas, who wa8 at the head of it, endeavoured, j^riVant 

-to his inftrudion^, tO englage the kiiig to draw together 
his trocJps, and return into Europe. He r^pyerented, 

^that^ if the war was not carried on with vigour in GFcece^ 
he 'would foon fee the Romans in the centre of his do- 
minions. What'he fyid was not ili/quiiidedi and there- 
fore determined (Antipchos to fend immediately in^o 
iEtolia confiderable fums, and give orders for. aifembUiig 
his forces. Tboa^s ^he kept with him, who was ve^y 
glad^to' continue at coUrt, arid there have an c^pportaniiiy 
of prcffing the kinglorfulfil his proiiiifes. Thus the Mto^ 
lians were whoUyben^'upon renewing the war, before the 
lofs of the two above inentioneid cities ; but the re- 
daftionof thefc; ^b^ted their ardour j. and now nothing 

■ was:talked of in their aflemblies, .bnt |>@ace. They.fent ^T^jEt9^ 
ambafladors-to t}ie Cdnful, to rnaik^ .pcoppfals ; but he re- ^i^uu/me 

' ceived them with (he;air..of aconqui^rpr: *< I have other /^^^ 
btiiincfs on my^hauxk, .(faid he), :iilij^i\:%p^ hear you, -Go ^'^^^ 
back to your dietiat Hyj^ata, whit^jriJ will fend Valerias 

^FiaocttS to treat with: you,; make ' your piiopofals to him; 
and, in the mean, time, I grant you, a. fen,. d^ys truce!.'* 

Valerius and. the. ambafedors fet out together for Hy- 
pata^ where the general aflembly wafS held. The diet 
ihewcd him extraottlmary. honour j W4 t^Heir feiTi^n^ nt 
'his houfc J and, tiO mauifeft that they repofed an entire 
Confidence in him, - cbfired hini to inlbudl them in Iwhtit 
inanncr they fhould; treat with the fenate. *' Oujr aUi- 
anoe^ (faid they), with the republic is very ancjent. By . 
how many good offices have we {hewn our attachment to 
Rome r" Here Valerius flopped them 5 and defired tfeey 
wottkl not mention, an alliance, which they -had fo, oft^n 
broken: *' An humble fubmiilion, (faW fie), will have 
more effeft on the conful and fenate, than a vain often ta- 
tion of your fervices.*' The diet feemed to pay a great 
regard to the wholfome advice of Valerius ; and their dje- 

• puties, puttingori an air of -humiliation, prefentcd them- 
(elves before the conful. Phaeneas, their fpeaker, addreiF- 

^ Li7. ibid. cap. a6. ^ Idem ibid, cap. 27. 
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Arftnated ingtheconful in a mournful tone, began his fpeecb, by ; 

noitk gnat telling him, that all ^tolia, repenting of her late coii' | 

kamghtintfs duft, threw hcrfelf on the honour and clemency of the 1 

^ '^ ^\ IU>man8. The conful, without fuffering him to purfoe : 

•Mju , j^.^ harangue, immediately replied, ** You fay, ^tolia ^ 

furrenders herfelf to the Romans : if fo, deliver up the 

'head of your nation, who was the author of your revolt: i 

• put into my hands Menetes the Epirot, Amynander king | 

of Athamania, and fuch of the Athamanians as have re- | 

▼olted from us, and taken fan£):uary in ^tolia.'' While 

he was yet fpeaking, Phasneas, interrupting him^ an- 

fwiered with a quite different air and tone of voice, ** You 

demand more than we promifed t we threw ourfelves 

upon your honour ; but we did not deliver ourfelves up 

to flavery. What you require is neither confident with 

the honour of the ^Etolian nation, nor with the laws and 

cuftoms of Greece.'' ** What is that to me, (replied Aci- 

lius haughtily), whether my demands are agreeable to 

your cuftoms and laws, or not ? They are agreeable to the 

- will of the Romans, and that is enough." Phaeneas was 

offering to fpeak, when the conful rifing up, " WhatT 

(faid he), do you refufe to obey my orders, and plead your 

cuftoms and laws with me r' Then, turning to the 

li£lors, he ordered them to bring in iron chains and coU 

lars $ and threatened to put the ambaffadors in irons that 

inftant, and treat them like rebels and traitors, uniefs they 

promifed to perform what he required. The fight of the 

chains, and the threats of the angry conful, fo terrified 

them, that neither Phaeneas nor his colleagues dturft utter 

' one word. Valerius, taking their part, defired the ^nfoi 

to remember, that they were ambafiadors, and confe- 

quently ought not to be treated with all the feverity which 

their infincerity might perhaps deferve. • This interpofi* 

tion encouraged Phaeneas to reprefent to the conful, in 

whogrants terms of great fubmifTion, that neither he, nor the council 

ihimateu of the apocleti, who had fent him, could obey his ordcrSf 

dajf^stfuce. without the confent and approbation of the general affem- 

bly of the whole nation : he therefore entreated bim to 

grant them a farther truce for ten days, during which time 

he promifed to bring him a pofitive anfwer. Acilios heard 

him flow with patience, and granted the fufpenfion of 

arms he required "*. 

Upon the return of the ambaffadors, and the report 
' which they made of the fevere treatment they had met with, 

n Liv« ibid. cap. %%, 
\ a general 
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a general aflembiy was convened, to which all' (he cities ^hepreG- 
of :£tolia fent their deputies. Thcfc were fired with in- minaries 
dignation at the bare recital of the preliminaries propofed ^^^^A*. . 
by the Romans, and all cried out, *^ Vf e are then reduced ^^j^vf/IT 
to flavery. Is the king of Athamariia our fubje£i ? Can jEflum 
we difpofe of him as we pleafe^ and deliver him up to diet. 
the Romans ?" Warm debates arofe, and the members of 
the council could neither agree with the praetor, nor 
among tfaemfelves. On one fide, thf Romans were a for- 
midable enemy; but they had yet taken only two cities. 
On the other, Antiochus was a wealthy prince, powerful 
:by fea and land, and a declared enemy to the Romtans. 
While they were in this uncertainty, a particular circunv- - 
fiance determined them to chufe the worft part. 

One ^licander, an a£Hve, buftling incendiary, had TkeJEt§* 
gone from j£toliato Ephefus, where Antiochu3 refided, Hans ptr^ 
and returned home in twelve days. He brought large "(jr ^f^ 
fums of money with him from the king of Syria; and ^'I^^ 
aflured the diet, that, early in the fpring, all the forces tht «w. 
of Syria would be fent to their affiftance. He added, 
that the king of Macedon was highly diifatisfied with 
the Romans, and would not fail to join them, when a fair 
opportunity offered of revolting from his new allies. What 
he faid, with regard to Philip, had the appearance of 
truth ; and therefore was of great weight with the-af- 
fembly. ' Nicander,.on his return to Greece, had been . 
obliged to pafs between the Roman and Macedonian 
eamps ; and, keeping as far as he could from the Romans, 
fell u|>on an advanced guard of the Macedoniansy by 
whom he was taken, and carried to the king. The-pri- 
foncr expefted no good treatment from Philip, and was 
under no fraall apprehenfion of being, delivered to the Ro- 
mans; but, contrary to his expeftation, he was received 
by the Macedonian in a very friendly manner, and even 
invited to fup with him. After the repaftjthe king or- 
dered the reft of the company to withdraw ; and then ad- 
drefied Nicander thus : " You are notdn the power of an 
enemy, but of a friend; and therefore diveft yourfelf of '* 

all fear. Are you not at laft fenfible, that the iEtoiians, 
your countrymen, are the authors of all our misfortunes ? 
They £rft brought the Romans into Greece, and affifted » 
them in the reduftion of my dominions: then they grew 
weary of their new mafters, and drew Antiochus into thefe 
parts. However, I forget all that is pad, and will, not in- 
fult you in your mifery. Only let the diet at Hypata 
know^ that it is high tinje for them to lay afide their ha- 

ucd 
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tttA. to tne. As for you^ Ntcandert remember that I nov 
^ive you your life, and be grateful "." Accordingly, Ni- 
i;ander acquainted the diet with the kind reception he had 
met with in Philip's, casnp; and the jEtoiians inferred 
from tbence, tbat the king ml^t be eafily drawn of 
£rom the Romaiiks* This .perfuafion^ with the money 
which Nicander .broifght from Afia^ and the reports which 
lie fpread) that Aiitiochus was ready to pafs into £urc^ 
At the head of a powerful army, made fuch impreifions ob 
the afiembly, that all thoughts of peace vani&ed ; and 
nothing was now talked of but war. They refblved to dravr 
* .all their forces to Naupa£tus> and preferve, at all events^ 
that important city againft the return of Antiochus ^. 
AtxBui r't" AciliuSf on the other hand, looked on the taking of Naif- 
fi^'^^J^ paftus as the moft fatal blow he could gire the ^tolian 
l^fffuiTer ^*^^^"f *"^ therefore refolvcd to attempt it. In the firft 
•fNaupac^ place, he fent four thoufand men, under the command of 
tus. ^ Appius Claudius, to guard the roads through which the 
army was to pafs. The conful did not begin his march, 
till he had implored the aiTiflance of the gods, by offering 
a folemn facrifice- to Hercules, on the top of Mount QEta, 
where Hercules is faid to have ended his- life and his la- 
Taffes the bours ^^ Having thus confecrated his departure by an ad 
freights of religion, he fet out at the head of his army, and rnet 
'^A at' -with no difficulties in his march, till he came to Coras, 
midtn^efis ^^ higheft mountain of .^Stolia 5 which he was obliged 
a. to cro&, with ail the warlike machines and baggage of a 

numerous army. There great numbers of bsafts of bur- 
den, and many of the foldiers, were loft in the precipices. 
Ijfot a (ingle ^tolian appeared to difpute this dangerous 

EafTage with the conful, which might have been defended 
y a handful of men againft a numerous army. At length 
the Romans arrived, greatly fatigued, at Naupadus; 
which the conful immediately invefted : but, as the ka- 
lians defended themfelves with incredible vigour and coo- 
rage, the whole confular army was employed here moft 
part of the fummer ; while Philip and the Achaeans re- 
FkUip rg' duced entire provinces. The former not only made him- 
^^*/l^ fclf mailer of Demetrias, but extended his conquefts to 
JBtoiLtts l^olopia, Aperantia, and Perrhoebia 5 and. thus, by dc- 
kad taken, gi^^^s, recovered all the places that had been taken from 
him«. 

« Liv. Jbid. cap. %%. Polyb. Legat. 13. • Li v. iW4. 

cap 30. P Idem ibid. Appian. in Synac. 99* . q iir* 

.lib. xxxvi. cap. 32* 

But 



. Bui FlaminiaSy who refided at Chalcis (A), not being • 
jpleafed with the progrefs which the conful fuSered Philip 
te make, contrary to the intereft of Rome, haftened to 
Naupa£tus, which had already held but two months, but 
was reduced to great ftraits. On his ^rival in the camp, 
he was received by the conful, whom he abruptly addreiT- 
ed thus : *^ Are you aware what prodigious pains you take 
to ruin the affairs of the republic V* Acilius furprifed at 
thefe words, defired him to explain his meaning : and then 
Flaminius. told him, that, ever fince his vi£lory at Ther«» 
mopylacj he had fpent his whole time in taking two cities; 
while Philip, not contented with taking cities, had re- 
duced wholb nations. " You are endeavouring (continued Flaminius*i 
Raminius) to leflcn the power of -ffitolia; and, at the advice t9 
fame time, fuffer a far more dangerous enemy to encreafe *^' confuL 
his beyond meafure. Confider better the true intereft of 
Rome ; raife this troubliefome iiege, leave Naupafius, and 
deliver Greece from impending ruin '/' 

As the authority of Flaminius was great sit Rome, and 
his reafonings very juft, Acilius was unwilling to difoblige 
him ; but, on the other hand, he contidered, that the 
raifing the fiege of a town, which had already held out 
two months, might refle£l no fmall difiionour on his con- 
du£l ; he therefore was fome time in fufpence, whether 
he ihould follow the advice of Flaminius, or, contrary to 
his opinion, purfue the fiege : but at length he yielded, 
Flaminius taking upon himfelf to juftify his behaviour to 

r Liv. ibid. & Plut. in Flamin. 

(A) Flaminius, after havine fafety to him; for Acilius, ^ 

conquered Philip, and fettled when it furrendered after the 

the a&irs of Greece, was long departure of Antiochus, was' 

kept in that country by bis re- refolved to give it up to be 

public, on account of his ^eat plundered ; but Flaminius had 

jQull and addrefs in negotiations, intereft enough with the conful 

He had no title, but neverthe- to appeafe his wrath, and fave 

lefs was more refpeded than the both the lives and eftates of the 

confuls themfelves. When inhabitants. From that time 

any differences arofe, the con- the Chalcidians- carried their 

tending parties generally had gratitude to excefs ; they built 

xecourfe to Flammius, refer- a temple, and inftituted a fef- 

riag the whole to his arbitra- tival m his honour, putting 

tion. He had chofen Chalcis him upon the fame level with 

for the ufual place of his red- Jupiter, Apollo, and Her- 

4ence. That city owed its cuk8(i). 

(0 Plttt. jnFiamin. j 
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the fcnate, and to perfuade the ^tolians to make ibifie 
kind of fubmiffion. Accordingly, h^ immediately (hewed 
himfeif to the befieged ; whO) running in crowds to the 
ramparts, implored his affiftance with mournful cries. 
Flaminius, at firft, fcemed not to give ear to their en- 
treaties; but, as they redoubled their cries* befeeching 
him, with tears in their eyes, to have compafBon upon 
an unfortunate people, who fled to him for protection, he 
' • gave them to underftand, that they might fend deputies 
to confer with him. Thus encouraged, Phaeneas, and 
the chief men of the nation, came out, and threw them- 
felves proftrate at his feet. Flaminius feeing them In this 
humble pofture, *' I will not infult you (faid he) in this 
condition, nor aggravate your forrow with unfeafonable 
reproaches. Your misfortunes are indeed afFe£ling ; bat 
I forewarned you of them 5 and you have the farther mor- 
tification to know, that you have, by your imprudent con- 
iuOt, brought them upon yourfelves : but, as I am ap- 
pbinted by the gods to preierve Greece, your ingratitude 
fhall not get the better of my propenfity to mercy. Go, 
throw yourfelves at the confuPs feet, and beg a fufpen- 
ilon of arms, in order to fend ambafladors to Rome, to 
negotiate peace : I will intercede with the conful in your 
J^irtuf behalf.*' They followed the advice of Flaminius : ambaf- 
ratftitht fadors were fent to the Roman fenate; and Acilius, 
muta&us breaking up the fiege, marched his army back into Phocis •- 
Acilius, being difengaged from this troublefome iiege, 
made the beft uie he could of the fliort time he was to ftay 
in Greece : he gave audience to the ambafiadors of the 
Epirots, who came to excafe the fteps they had taken with 
regard to Antiochus« They had not indeed fent any 
troops tohisafliftance;butwerefufpe£tedtohave fupplied 
him with money and provifions. The conful told them^ 
that he was in doubt whether he ihould call them friends 
or enemies ; but thai the fenate of Rome knew how to cx- 
'[ht Epi' plain therr myftcrious and artful conduflt. However, he 
rots obtain granted them a truce for three months, enjoining them to 
^^^y/ clear themfelves before the fenate. At Rome they were 
iruci. received very coldly ; but, as it did not appear that they 

had committed any hoftilities, the fenators cliofe rather 
to fhew them mercy, than to draw new enemies upon the 
republic ^ 
jRtolian As for the ^tolian ambafiadors, the truce, which had 

ambajfa* been granted them, was near expiring, before they could 
dors at . > 

Romi. , Ljy^ .jjjjj ^^p j^^ t Liv, ibid. cap. 36, 

obtain 
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fs^tald ari audience of the fenate. They were, however, 
a<hnitted at laifr, and endeaivoured to excite compaflion ;, 
tbey gave a long^ but thodefl:, accotint of the ferviCies the]^- 
had' rendered the republic during their alliance with^ her j^ 
and begged;, that), in confideration of thenii the GQnfcript- 
fatthers wouid fbrgivie thdr late- condUi£)). Many queftiens^ , 
wcDe put' to them ; but the fenatoris obferved, that^ in- 
fteadr of giving any pofitive and. dire^ anfwer, tbey ha4 
Fecourfeto. fupplications and efttEeaties. The& evafion^* 
brought their fincefity into queAion^ They were ordered* 
to withdraw; and warm debated arofe among the fal^hers^ 
fome beisg for granting them a peace, and others for 
puriuii^ the wat. Some days were fpent in thefe dif- 
putes ; and, as the ambafladors artfully declined giving^ 
fatisfadlory anfwers, the fenate long continued in fufpence 
between peace and war. At laft the ambafladors were fiarj con* 
told, that they rnuft chufe one of thefe two conditions ; dithns of- 
either to fubmit to the will of the fenate, or to pay* the re* M^^f^ 'A* 
public a thoufand talents, a;nd neither make war, nor peace, ^^*''**'' 
with any othet power, without the confent and appro- 
bation of Rome. The iCtoliains had not fb much moneys 
gnd, on the other hand, (hculd they implicitly fubmit 
to the will of the fenate, they were perfuaded, tnatRome 
would not be contented with that, which they were wil* 
ling to grant : wherefore they defired to know^ in what 

Joints, and how far, they were to fubmit to the will o£ 
le fenate^ But they could have no certain ^rtfwer 5 and 
therefore openly declared, that thev would not confent ta 
cither of the conditions : fo that the projeft of a peace 
was dropped. The ambafladors weire ordered to. ka:v?e 
Rome that very day, and Italy in a fortnight ". 

The iEtolians, upon the return of their ambafladoirdii 
finding that there waff no hope left of concluding^ a peace^ 
thought it necefl!ary to guard Naupaftus. againfl: a new afc^ 
tack. They were afraid, that Acilius, who continued in^ 
Greece, would again undertake the fiege of tfee place. 
To prevent this misfortune, they ported thomfelves in the 
narrow paflTes of Mount Corax, in order to ftop bis n^rdki: 
but this precaution only ferved to make the conful tui» 
his arms againft another city of no lefs importance than 
Naupa£^us. Lamia, after having been the Uft y^ctr ver/ 
near reduced by Philip, had fubmitted to Acilitift, Upofti 
honourable terms, and was allowed its liberty: but, uriitlct 
the conful was employed in the fiege of Naupathfs, that 

• Idem, lib. xxxvii* cap. i« Polyb. Legat* x^« 
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city declared anew againft the Romans. Acilius, finding* 
it imprafticable to make any new attempts upon Naupac- 
tuS) dire£led his march to Lamia ; and appearing unex-^ 
peftcdly before the place, at break of day, ordered the 
walls to be fcaled on all fides : but the inhabitants made 
a more vigorous defence than had been expefted; all 
ranks of people, eveir women and children^ ran to the 
wallS) and joined in defence of their country. Where-* 
upon Aciliusy defpairing to take the city by aflault found- 
ed a retreat. The Romans returned to their camp ; but 
next morning, they renewed the attack with fuch vigour, 
that the befieged, being tired with the fatigues of the 
preceding day, were in a few hours overpowered, and the 
place was taken. 

After the reduftion of Lamia the conful was for return- 
ing to Naupa£tus ; but, in a council of war, which was 
held on that occaflon, not one of the ofEcers approved of 
fo hazardous an attempt. A fteep mountain covered the 
place, and the pafTes were all guarded by numerous bodies 
of ^tolians. The conful, therefore, marched with all 
poffible expedition, his confulate being ready to expire, to 
AmphifTa, a city of Locris, which had joined the ^to- 
lians (B). He did not attempt to take it by ftorm, but be-* 
fieged it in form : the befieged made a vigorous refiftance 
and held out till news were brought to Acilius, that L. 
Cornelius Scipio, the brother of Scipio Africanus, was 
landed at Apollonia, and marching through Epirus and 
Theflaly to take upon him the command of the army. 

The new conful brought with him an army of thirteen 
tfaoufand men, and the great Africanus ferved under him, 
in quality of his lieutenant (C). Cornelius vifited all the 
coafts of Epirus, quite to the Malaic Gulf : from thence 
he fent to fummon Hypata, which was one of the moft 
confiderable cities of Theflaly; but the inhabitants aa- 
fwering, that they were not their own mafters, and that 
they could not furrender without the confent of the ^to- 
Han diet, Ke turned towards Amphifla, the citadel of 
which Acilius was befieging, having already taken the 
town. The conful encamped eight miles from the tovm^ 



' (B) Amphifla was a city of 
the Locriatis, called Ozols, 
fituated near the territories of 
Ip^rifla, at.the diflance of one 
hundred and twenty furlongs 
from Delphi^ 



(Cy The confuls chofen for 
this year were L. Cornelius 
Scipio, and C. Laelius, the 
flrft the brother, the fecond 
the friend of the great Scipio 
Africanus^ 

and 
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Mtid was foon vifited by deputies from Athens, who cam^ 
fo pay their refpefts to him, and intercede for the JEtOr 
lians. They firft imparted the chief bufinefs which, they 
vrere .come upon to Scipio Africanus, remembering, that 
none of the nations conquered by him had ever repented 
putting their interefts into his hands. Scipio told them, 
Ithat he would intercede for the iEtolians with a great 
de^l pf pleafure. This promife raifed the expeftatiohs of 
that unhappy nation : |:hey immediately affembled a diet 
at Hypata, and fent deputies to the conful, not. doubting ^^f ^to* 
buf Africanus would obtain favourable terms for tbem \ ^^^^^ ftni 
biut Cornelius, having conceived fome fort of jealoufy, in /^J'H^^ '* 
feeing that they all paid a greater deference to his brother cw/a/ j 
than to himfelf, though vcfted with the ^onfalar dignity, 
gave the axpbafladors the fame anfwer which the fenate 
had given before, ^e again infilled, ^hat the .^tolians 
ihould either pay athoufand talent3, or implicitly fubmit 
to the will of the Romans. This unexpe^ed anfwer 
threw the whole nation into the utmoA confiemation: 
hpwever, they fen|: new deputies to the two brothers 
jointly, beggings that they would either abate of the fjntn 
demanded, or> at leaft, if they fubmitted. to the will of 
che ;Conful, that their Ijves in general ihould be faved : 
hut Cornelius was inexpjabk, and would grant peixher. 
Then Echcdemus, the<:hief of the Athenian embgffy, ad- 
vifed them to demand a fi^ rr^onths truce, and once more 
apply to the fenate. They followed his advice; and, be^ who grants 
ing Supported in their requefl;, by Echedemus ^i^d Scipio *^*^ ^ 
Africanus, they obtained, at length, tb^ truce ^hey de^ ^^ months 
£red. The fame ambafladors who had been driven from 
Rome were fent back thither, and the fiege of fhe citadel 
of Amphiffa was raifed. Then Acilius, religning the 
command of the army to the new conful, left (Greece, and ,. , > 

returned to Rome. The iEtolians were ^ot more over- 
joyed at this truce than Scipio Africanus, who was im- 
patient to pafs over into A(ia, and once more contend 
with Hannibal ^. 

The confular army was fcarce withdrawn from Greece, 
when the ^tolians, forgetting the danger they had bcea 
in, took^the field, with a defign to reftore king Amynan^ 
der, their friend and ally, to his kingdom. This prince 
Jhad fided with the ^tolians, and, on that account, had 
been driven out of his kingdom by Philip, whom the Roi- 
^nans had put in pofleiEon of all the banifhed king's do- 

^ Liv, ibid. Polyb. Legat. 17. 
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minions. They foon expelled the Macedonian garrlfon 
from Athamania, and placed Amynander again on the 
TA/ JEf* throne of his anecftors : but this exploit did not content 
^'^'a" ^^ reftlcfs /Etolians; inftead of bumbling themfeWes to^ 
terrifriis ^otaty as Amynander did, for difpoiTeffihg Phih'p of the 
oj Philif% dominions which had been allotted to him by the republic 
they purfued their conquefts, and, entering Amphilochia, 
a province of Epirus, formerly fubjeft to them, but now 
under the protection of Rome, reconquered almoft the 
whole country From thence they advanced to Aperan-- 
tia, which they likewife recovered. Having i^ow retaken 
what they had loft during th^ war, they fell upon Ddlo- 
pia, a country which had always belonged to the kiqgs of 
jMacedon, and to which they could 'lay no cktm. The 
Dolopians were eafily prevailed on to ihafce off the Mace* 
donian yoke, and fubmit to the Altolians. All lAitfc 
conquefts were fo many infults offisred to'the republic, in 
the perfon of a king who was -joined in alliance with Rome, 
iind had rendered her eminent ^fervices during the -late 
war. Thus the i/EtoHans employed the' time -which they 
had been allowed to negociate^a peace, and to appe^fe^by 
their fubmiffion, the wrath of the fovereign republic. 

However, when they heard that the Romans, upon an 
embafly from Amynander, had confirmed him in the pot 
feffion of his dominions, they refolyed, at laft, to apply 
to the fenate, not only for a peace, but for their confent 
to hold the provinces which they had lately reduced,.' hopr 
ing the republic would be no lefs favourable to them than 
fjic bad been to their ally, Amynander. Their ambafla- 
dors arrived at Rome foon after the election of new con- 
fuls, M. Fuhrius Nobilior, and Cn. Manlius Vulfo, an4 
before the new^ of the famous vidiory at Magnefia had 
TA«r i«- reached Italy. ^Wherefore, the better to fucceed in their 
/nctrtpro^ ncgociations, they fpread a report, that the two Scipioat 
wi/iTfi^ had been made prtfoners by Antiechus at a conference; 
fituat. ^nd that theHoman army was entirely defeated. Being 
queftioned about their intelligence, they pretended to have 
received theaccount from fome perfons of their nation in 
tte confal^ camp 5 and, putting on an air of confidence, 
feemcd rather to demand than beg a peace. ]&ut thefc 
imfavourable appearances did not abate* the pride of the 
fenate, or bring them to fttew any indulgence to iEtdia : 
the ambafladors were difmifled, arid ordered not to return 
'without the exprefs confent of the generals whom the re- 
public ftiould fend to carry on. the war in their country'. 

X Yal. Antias, ^pod Liv. xxxvii. 
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The confuls having drawn lots for their provinces, 
Greece fell to M. Fulvius Nobilior, who immediately fet 
out for that country, and, landing at Apollonia, a city of 
Macedon, near the borders of Epirus, afiembled there a 
council of the Epirots, to deliberate on the operations of 
the campaign* Thefe advifed him to begin with the fiege Yr. of Fl. 
of Amjbracia (D), which would open him a way into the *"59- 
very heart of ^tolia. In giving this advice they confulted -A"^^^***"- 
(heir own intereft; for Ambracia belonged formerly to ^' 

the Epirots, and was now to be reftored to them* How- Ambracia 
ever, Fulvius followed their advice, and, croifing Epirus, befieged bj^ 
fat down before Ambracia. It was defended* on one 'fide, '^' ^*" 
by the great river Aradhus ; on the other, by fteep ^*^- 
aod craggy hills, and furrounded with an high and thick 
wall, above three miles in compafs. The conful began . 
the fiege by forming two camps, feparated by the river, 
over which, however, he fecured a communication ; the 
Epirots were polled in one, and the Romans in the other. 
Then he threw up two lines, one of circuravallation, and 
the other of contravallation ; and built, over-againft the 
citadel, which flood on a hill, a wooden tower, in the 
form of a caftle. When the ^tolians underftood that 
Fulvius had begun the fiege of Ambracia, they aflembled 
all their troops, and marched to Stratos, a city of Acar-^ 
nania, on the banks of the Achelous, the place of general 
rendezvous. There, in a council of war, Nicander, the 
praetor, and mod of the officers, were, at firfl, for attack-^ 
ing the Romans; but being afterwards informed, that 
though the camp was fortified, the works round the place 
were not finlfhed, it was thought more advifable to throw 
troops into the city, and ftrcngthen the g^rrifon- Eupo- jT'*' -^''^ 
lemus, a man of great refolution, took upon bim to pcrr r^^^y^J^'^ 
form this fervice \ and fucceeded in the attempt, by en- into M# 
tering Ambracia at the head of a thoufand i£tolians, flact* 
where the lines were not finifiied. 

Nicander marched againft the Epirots with a defign to 
attack. them in their camp; but, finding them ftrongly 
entrenched, he thought the attack would prove too dan- 
gerous ; and therefore led his army into Acarnania, and 

(D) Ambracia was formerly at a fmall diidance from the 

one of the moft confiderable fea(i). The fituation of Arba, 

cities of Epirus, It flood at in Upper Albania, agrees with 

the bottom of the Ambracian that of this ancient city, 
tay, upon the river Aradihus, 

(1) Strabo, lib, vii« Polyb. lib. viii» 
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laid wafte the countFy. In the mean time the Romans 
and Epirots began to batter the place : the conful ordered 
five attacks to be made at the fame time, three on the fide 
of Pyrrheum, a fmall fortrefs without the city, one oppo^ 
fite to the temple of ^fculapius, and another on the fide 
of the citadel. The rams fiiook the walls on all fides ; 
and the Romans, from their moveable towers, pulled 
down the battlements with a kind of fcythes, which they 
faftened to long beams. Thefe expedients did not at all 
diihearten the /£tolians, who were night and day on die 
walls, and indefatigable in preventing the ill effeds of the 
rams and fcythes. As to the former, they invented a 
kind of pullies, by which they let down oeams, large 
flones, and mafies of lead, upon the rams, as they were 
in motion, and thereby deadened their flrokes: they 
guarded tfaemfelves ' againft the fkytbes, by pulling the 
beams, to which they were faftened, into the city, with 
large hooks contrived for that purpofe J^. . 

While Fulvius was thus employed in carrying on the 
fiege, Nicander, having pillaged Acarnania, returned to 
Stratos, and from thence detached five hundred men to 
reinforce the garrifon of the city : thefe entered the place, 
under the conduft of one Nicodamus, with whom Ni- 
cander agreed to attack the Roman camp at a time ap- 
pointed ^ not doubting, but if the garrifon within, and 
the army without, fhould fall upon them at the fame time, 
and in the night, the Romans might be obliged to aban- 
don their camp, and retire from before the city. Nico- 
damus narrowly watched the time in which he was or- 
dered to fally ; and, at the hour appointed, though Ni- 
cander did nQt appear, marched out, at the head of the 
garrifon, armed with firebrands and torches. The Ro- 
man ceiltries were not a little furprifed at this fight ; and 
running to wake their companions, fpread the alarm over 
the whole camp. The legionaries marched in fmall bo- 
dies, as they happened to meet, to repulfe the enemy, 
whom they engaged in the three different places, where 
the attacks were made, on the fide of Pyrrheum. Two 
of the enemy's bodies were driven back j but the tfiir^, 
commanded by two iEtolian generals, maintained their 
ground, m'ade a great flaughter of the Romans, fet fire to 
their tents, and then, finding themfelves unfuflained liy 
Nicander, retired in good order into the city. If Nican- 
der had, at the fame time, attacked the Romans^ accord* 
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ing to agreement, the fiege would have been pfobably 
raifed * ; but he had fo much to do elfewhere^ that he 
could not bring any relief to the befieged. One one hand, 
Perfes was to be driven out of Dolopia; andjf on the 
other, the coafts of ^tolia were to be defended from the 
ravages of Pleuratus, king of Illyrioum, who affifled the 
Romans with a numerous fleet, and committed great de- 
vaftations in the j£tolian territories. The befieged, be- T/ieJE(9* 
ing thus abandoned, and without any hopes of fuccours, iiaxs dfr 
did not, however, defpond, but defended themfelves with f^fidthem* 
incredible vigour and refolution. The Romans had no gj.'^at^* 
fooner made a breach in the wail, but it was reps^ired, and a^nf, 
a new wall built- up behind it. The conful, therefore, 
altered his meafure6 : inftead of making breaches with the 
ram, he began to undermine the wall, in hopes of throw- 
ing down great part of it at once, and entering the city 
before the befieged could have time to build a new forti- 
fication. The miners began the work, and, being co- 
vered, were not obferved by the garrifon, till the heaps 
of earth that were brought out of the mine gave them the 
alarm : then they began to countermine ; and, having 
dug a trench of the depth they fuppofed the mine to be, 
they carried it along the wall, where they heard the 
ftrokes of the pick-axes of the Romans. In a few hours, 
they came to that part of the wall which the Romans had 
fapped, and fupported with wooden props. When the A batik 
two mines met, a battle enfued under-ground, firft with under- 
pick-axes and fpades, and then with fwords and fpears : g^^^'*"^ 
but this attack did not laft long, each party making them- 
felves a kind of rampart with the loofe earth. The -/Eto- 
lians, in order to drive the enemy quite out of the mine, 
invented a machine, which they brought to the place Mackirn 
where the two mines met : this was a hollow veflel, with in<ven$€d 
an iron bottom, bored through in many places, and armed ^^ 
with fpikes at proper diftances, to prevent the enemy '«'*^'' 
from approaching it. This veflel they filled with feathers, 
which they fet on fire, and with bellows driving the 
fmoke on the befiegers, obliged them to leave the mine, - 
through fear of being fufFocated, and interrupt the work ; 
which interruption they made ufe of to repair the founda-* 
tions of the walls *. 

This vigorous refiftance did not raife the courage of the 
iEtolians in general : they knew, that, by the gallant be- 
haviour of theircountrymen, the redu&ion of Ambracia 

7 Liv. ibid* cap. 5. * Liy» iUd, ciip. <• Polyb. Legat. tS* 
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.was only delayed ; on the other band, their dominions 
were attacked by the Macedonians, lUyrians, and Achse-i 
.ans \ and to refift fo many enemies at once feenied im-^ 
poffible. The praetor, therefore, thought it neceSary to 
.aflemble the diet, that the heads of the nation might con- 
ifulit together about the meafures ^that were moil expedient 
4n the prefent pofture of affairs. The members of the 
4i(rembly were unanimous, that a peace ought to be pro- 
^hnfend ^^^^^y *^P^^ ^^"j tolerable terms* Accordingly, a rcfb- 
Miputiesto lotion was taken to fend Pbxneas and^Pamoteles to. the 
treat of a .conful, with fall power to conduce a.pc^ce. Fulvius re- 
pioce* ceived them with haiightinefs, but di4 not reject their 
Fr^ltrnt' ^ ,requeft. The preliminaries he infifted upon were, firft, 
fifitdupM '^^^ ^^1 fliould lay down their arms ;.fecondly, that they 
hythicm* -ihould deliver up to him. ail the Korf^ of their army; 
fuU thirdly, that they ihould pay to the republic a thoufand 

.t<Uents, one half upon the fpot, and. the other at different 
payments. Thefe conditions feemed fo hard, that the 
aoibafTadors begged leav« to return, and.c.Qnfult the diet, 
f before they were accepted. Upon thcir return, they wece 
checked by the afiembly for leaving the conful witfaoiit 
.figiungithe articles. '^ We muft have a peace, they all 
cried out, good. or bad; conclude it, therefore, wit^ut 
, giving Fulvius time to refleft." They therefore immedi- 
ately fet out again for the Roman camp ; but, on the 
road, wtvf:, furrounded.and taken prifoners by a party pf 
Acamanians, who carried them to Tyrrheum, a city of 
.Acamania. Fulvius, being informed of what had hap- 
.pened, ordered the Acarnanians to fet<them at liberty; 
-and, in the mean time, as; he .was defirops to fettle ^to- 
lia in peace before his authority .was expired, he gave ear 
' to the interceffions of the Athenians, .Rhodians, and df 
iking Amynander, in^behalf of the Ambraaians. 
AaAfatm ^^ Amynander had .great intereft in Ambracia, having 
capitulates, l^^^g refided there, the; conful made ,wfe of him to per- 
efuade the inhabitants to : capitulate. .He.accocdtAgly pre* 
.vailed on them to furrender, on the following .terms: 
,that the ^tolian garrifoa Ihould have leave to march out 
^of the city ; that the inhabitants :fh6uld. pay .five hundred 
•talents, two hundred down, and thexeft.at fix equal pay- 
ments ; that they fliould deliver up to the conful all the 
prifoners and dcferters that were in the, city. Thefe ar^ 
-ticles were agreed to. by the Ambracians, a«d approved 
of by the j^tolian. diet. .Ambracia. opened iher gates to 
the conful, and prefented him with a crown of gold, with 
manySne ftatp^s and pidtiiresjj whereof there were great 

num- 
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^mumbers in that .city, .which Pyrrhus made his capital' 
and enriched with many valuable monjumt^nts ^. 

After the furrender of Ambracia, Fulvius, entering The Mto^ 
jSCtolia, encamped at Argi, the capital of Amphilochia, Hans fend 
then fubjca to the :/Etolians, who had reduced. all that ^^'^J^f'*' 
province. There iPhancas and Damotelea, bejng fet at ^QJg^^^ 
-liberty, acquainted him, that the ^tolian diet acoepted 
•the conditions which he had offered them. Nothing now 
'remained, but 1 to ; get them ratified at Kqme ; and, for 
•this purpofe, Fhasneas and Nicander fet out, attended' by 
the .amba^adors of Athens and Rhodes, who went to iis;- 
.tereedefor them with /the- fenate. . In: the mean time, the 
conful granted the .^tcriians a truce^ sccA retired to the 
ifland of .Cephalenia. When the ambaffadors arrived at How re- 
vRome, they found bothi the. fcixate. and the people highly ^^'y^'^ 
exafperated agatnft'the jEtoUan: nation. Philip of M»c^ ^^^*' 
don had reprefented to the fenate, and magnified, th^ 
j^vages they had committed in his territories, while ,be 
-was in alliance with Rome; and bitterly compUin^d of 
them, for unpfUy detaining from:him JDolopia, Atbja^ 
mania, and Amphilochia. His complaints were of fuch 
weight with the fenate, that the .ambajfadors' were even 
refufed an audience : but the Athenian deputies were re* 
■ceived very favourably j and the (peech which Dami^, 
who was at the head of them, made in favour of that . 
unhappy nation, appeafed the anger of the confcript fa- 
thers. The good offices of Valerius, likewife, who .ac- 
companied the ^toUan ambaffadorsy did not a little con- 
tribute towards appeaiing the clamours. which were every 
ixrhere heard againft this reftlefs people, -and artfully fo- 
mented by the Macedonian deputies. Gaius Valerius was 
brother to the con ful Fulvius, and the fon of ,LaEvinus, 
iwho. concluded the firft treaty of alliance between Rome 
-and .^tolia. This x;onclafion .Valerius remembered* and A peace 
Yifed his utmoil endeavoursi to procure them .a. favourable concluded 
reception : but, nevertbelefs, Ph^eneas.and Nicaoder were. *f'^^* 
icept a long time in a painful uncertainty. .At length, by ^jansaad 
the affiduous and joint aj^lication of the^Rhodians, Athe- Komanu 
nians, and Valerius, 'a peace was concluded. 

The only terms they could obtain were the following : ^^erms of 
firft. The maj^rfty-bf the Romin people ihall be revered '^'^^«^'- 
^n all :dEtolia. Secondly, iEtolia ihall not fufFer the ar'- 
inies of fuch as are at war with Rome to.pafs through her 
f ^ritories, and the enemies of Rome .ihaU be likewife 

"i> l4Vi lePolyb, ibid. 
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enemies of ^tolia. Thirdly* She fhall, in thefpacerf 
a hundred days, put into the hands of the magiflratei 
of Corcyra all the prifoners and deferters Che has^ wbM 
ther of the Romans or their allies, except fuch as ban 
been taken twice, or during her alliance with Roma 
Fourthly, The ^tolians (hall pay, in ready money, t» 
the Roman general in ^tolia, two hundred £uboicta« 
lents, of the fame value as the Athenian talents, and eih | 
gage to pay fifty talents more within the fix years follovwi 
jng. Fifthly, Theyihall put into the hands of theconMI 
forty fuch hoftages ^s he ihall chufe, none of whom Ml 
be under twelve, or above forty years of age : the praetwi 
the general of the horfe, and fuch as have been already 
hoftages at Rome, are excepted out of this numlieiv 
Sixthly, ^tolia (hall renounce all pretenfions to the cidei 
and territories which the Romans have conquered £iice 
the confulate of Flaminius, though thofe cities and teni- 
tories had formerly belonged to the j£toliatis. SevcnAJy, 
The city of Oenias, and its diftri£l^ ihall continue fub* 
je£l to the Acarnanians. Eighthly, Cepbalenia ihall not be 
included in this treaty ^. 
How itt* From thefe articles we may judge how far the ^tolian 

ufedhythi -republic was abridged of her ancient liberties by tbis 
Kamans peace ; however, after the conqueft of Macedon, by Paii- 
eJnQueBof ^^® iEmilius, they were reduced to a much worfe cond> 
Macidom ^i^n 5 for not only thofe among them, who had openly 
declared for Perfes, but fuch as were only fufpeded to 
have favoured him fecretly, were fent to Rome, in order 
to clear themfelves before the fenate. There they were 
detained, and never afterwards fufFered to return into 
their native country. Five hundred and fifty of the cbicf 
men of the nation were barbarouily aiTaffinated by tbe 
partifans of Rome, for no other crime but that of being 
fufpe£^ed to wifli well to Perfes* The iEtolians appear- 
ed before Paulus i£milius in mourning habits, and made 
loud complaints of fuch inhuman treatment ; but couii 
obtain no redrefs : nay, the ten commiiRoners, who had 
been fent by the fenate to fettle the affairs of Greece^ 
ena£led a decree, declaring, that thofe who were killei 
had fuffered juftly, fince it appeared to them, that they 
had favoured the Macedonian party. From this time tboic 
only were raifed to the chief honours and employ^^"^^ 
in the ^tolian republic, who were known to prefer tw 
intereft of Rome to that of their country ; and as tbefc 

« Liv. Hb« xxxviii. c«p. S. 
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alone were countenanced at Rome, all the magiftrates of 
.£tolia were her creatures, and mere tools of the Roman 
fenate. In this ftate of fervile fubje£lion they continued 
till the deftru£tion of Corinth, and the diifolution of the 
Achaean league^ when iEtolia, with the other free ftates 
of Greece, was reduced to a Roman province, commonly 
called the province of Achaia. Neverthelefs, each ftate 
and city was governed by its own laws, under the fuper- 
intendency of the praetor, whom Rome fent annually into 
Achaia. The whole nation paid a certain tribute^ and 
the rich were forbidden to poflefs lands any where but in 
their own country **. 

In this ftate, with little alteration, ^tolia continued Ihijiati 
tinder the entperors, till the reign of Conftantine the of JEtsHMi 
Great, who, in his new partition of the provinces of the 
empire, divided the weftexn parts of Greece from the 
reft, calling them New Epirus, and fubjecfiing the whole 
country to the praefeSus praetorio for lUyricum. Under 
the fucceflbrs of Conftantine, Greece was divided into 
feveral principalities, efpecially after the taking of Con- 
ftantinople by the weflern princes. At that time, Theo- 
dorus Angelus, a noble Grecian, of the imperial family, 
feized on JfjioWz and Epirus. The former he left to Mi- 
chael, his fon, who maintained it againft Michael Palae- 
logus, the firft emperor of the Greeks, after the expul- 
fion of the Latins. Charles, the laft prince of this fa- 
mily, dying in 1430, without lawful iflue, bequeathed 
^tolia to his brother's fon, named aifo Charles, and Acar- 
aania to his natural fons, Memnon, Turnus, and Her- 
cules. But great difputes arifing about this divifion, 
Amurath XL after the redu£^ion of ThefTalonica, feized 
fo favourable an opportunity, and expelled chem all in 
1432. The Mahommedans were afterwards difpoffefled 
of this country by the famous prince of Epirus, George 
Caftriot; commonly called Scanderbeg, who, with a fmall 
army, oppofed the whole power of the Ottoman empire, 
having defeated thofe Barbarians in twenty-two pitched 
battles. This hero, at his death, left great part of ^to- 
lia to the Venetians : but they not being able to oppofe 
fuch a formidable power, the whole country was foon re- 
duced by Mohammed II. whofe fucceflbrs ftill poiTefs it. 



^ Liic« lib. xjcxix, cap. ^. Paufan. in Achate. 
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*!* O^ what we hfavc feid of the greater re|[)ixbUc^ of 
Greece; we" (hall add fomethlng' relating to the ffnalla* 
ftates, namely thofe ^( Boeotia, Acamania, and Epirus. 
The Bi3eorians> after having expelled dreir kings, icnm-^ 
ei themfclves into a rcpubKc, wiiercof the chief nn^ 
tlrates were the praetor, or ftrategOs, the Boeotarchi^ and 
the polemarch'i. The praetor was always diofexr from 
among the Boeotarchi, and his authority laffed only^ year, 
it being death for the praetor, accordmg» to the laws of 
the repubHcj not to refign his office before Uirfirft' months 
called Bottcatios-, of the new yfear was^expired. His au- 
thority refembled that which was veiled in the praetors of 
Achaia and ^tolia. The province of theBdeotarchi was 
to affift the praetor with their advice, chiefly in war, aiid 
to command under him ; they were the fupreme court 
of the nation in what related to military afTatrs, the pile- 
for himfelfi who was dne of theit body, not darhis to 
a£t contrary to their determinations. As t» their nrnmier, 
there is no certainty, foihe authors mentioning feVen, fonie 
nine^ and fome even eleven^ all vefted with fome coih» 
itiand in the army. But their authority wa« not confined 
to military affairs only 5 they bore a great fway in thiJ 
eivil adminlflration, and were from thence ftyled Booh 
tarchi, or governors of Boeotia. They Were chofeh yeap 
Ivj and obliged by law, as well as the praetor, to lay down 
trieir employment on pain of death, before the firft month 
of the new year was expired. The polemarchi were en- 
tirely crvil magiftrates, it being their province to mm* 
tain peace and concord at home, whller the Bceotaicfai 
were employed abroad in the wars of the republic. 

Befides thefc magiftrates^ there- were four councils, in 
which the whole authority of the ftate cOnfifted *• Thcfe 
were compofcd of the deputies that were fcnt by aH the 
cities of the Bceotran republic; and, without their ap 
probation, the Boeotarchi could not declare war, make 
peace, conclude alliances, or tranfadi awy o^her bufinefs 
.of importance. At Thebes, the chief city of Boeotia, 
merchants, and evert artificers, were admitted into the 
number of citizens ; an honour which they enjoyed in no 
other city of Greece. Howfever, they were excluded 
there, as in all the other Greek ftates, from public em- 
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^layments, purruatit to a kw which obtained all 6v€t 
Oreece, declariqg thofe only qualified for the admimftra*-- 
tioit of public afiairsi who had abftained^ for the fpacd' 
of ten yearS) from all matiner of trade and traffick ^. 

The Bceotians, and efpeclally the Thebans, were con- Th^-^Bi^^ 
tinually harafiedby the princes of Macedon: neveithelefs ti^ntfi^ 
they fided with Philip againft the Romans, and could not wM^FAJ*; 
be prevailed upon by the Athenians and Achaeans to de- ^tS^V^\ 
fcrt him, and join the other ftatcs of Greece, till he was- ^^^^''****^ 
entirely defeated in the famous battle of Cynocepfaate. 
As they were then fenfible, that the Romans would at 
laft prevail, they thought it advifeable to provide in time 
for their own fafety; and accordingly fent deputies to 
Flanninius, imploring his proteftion. The pro-cbnful re- implore tht 
ceived them with great humanity, and put them upon the proteSiou 
fame footing with the other allies of the republic in Greece. «/^/<»«i- 
Not long after, they offered a petition to Flaminius, "^*''* 
which feemed reafonable : a great many Boeotians had 
fcrvcd in the Macedonian army ; and theie the pro-conful 
Was defired to demand of Philip, who had then made a 
truce with the Romans. Flaminius complied with their 
requeft, and obtained what he defired of Philip ; who 
immediately fent back the Boeotian troops, and with them 
one Brachyllas, who had been banifhed for appearing too 
zealous in the caufe of the Macedonians againft the Ro* 
mans. The Boeotians, though indebted to Flaminius whom M^ 
alone for the return of their troops, thanked the king of ^U^^^^i^» 
Macedon only ; and, to fhew their gratitude, in the firft ' l^fg/fl 
clcSion they made of a praetor, they preferred Brachyl- f^i^. 
las, famous for his attachment to Philip, and hatred to 
the Romans, to Zeuxippus and Pififtratus, who were 
both zealous partifans of Rome ; nay, they had the confi- 
dence to make this impolitic ele£lion in the fight of the 
Roman camp. In like manner, all the other employments 
were filled with fuch only as were enemies to Rome, and 
friends to Macedon. Thefe fteps greatly exafperated Fla.^ 
minius ; and Zeuxippus and Pififtratus joined their re- 
fentment to that of the pro-conful. Thefe two Boeotians 
forefaw, that Brachyllas would not fail to vent his rage 
upon them, as foon as the Roman troops were withdrawn 
from Greece ; and therefore refolved to afiaflinate him 
while Flaminius continued there. All the friends of' 
Rome concurred in this defign, perfuading the pro-con- 
ful, that neither their lives nor fortunes could be fafe, fo 

' Ariftot, PoUt. 

long 



4p8 ?Zi(f mpty of SkotiS. 

< 

long as Brachyll^ was alive4 Flaminius approved of thtit 
defign ; but refufed to contribute to it. His apprpbatioii 
was fufficient encouragement ; Zeuxippus, and riiiftratus^ 
having hired three ^toliahs, and three Italians^ fell upon 
^heirprs- Brachyllas as he was one night returning home from an 
iormmrdif' entertainment, and difpatehed him* Some of. his com- 
ed.ly iht panionSf who were conducting him to his houfe from th^ 
fnemdiof Ijanquct, when the aflfii&ns attacked him^ wfere at firft 
^^*'* the only perfons fufpeiied of the murder. But Zeuxip^ 
pus appeared with an air of confidence, in the afiembly of 
the peopie, undertook the defence of the accufed, and 
{hewed that it was not at all probable, that debauchees 
fliould have courage enough to make any attempts oii the 
life of the pnctor. This aiTuranee made fome of the 
Boeotians believe, that Zeuxippud was not. privy. to the 
murder ; . but others took umbrage at feeing him folicitous 
\ in having thofe cleared who were apprehended, and be-' 
gan to iufpe£i;, that the praetor had been murdered hj 
them, and the plot laid by Zeuxippus. 
7h muf' On this fufpicion, thofe who were in his company, be^ 
der difco- j^g put to the rack, though innocent, acciifed Zeuxippus 
^i of the ^"^ Pififtratus upon public fufpicion, without being Mt 
^gaj^sput to bring any proofs of their accufation. Hereupon Zeu- 
u dioth. xippus, who was confcious of the crime laid to his charge* 
changing his prefumption into fear, privately withdrew 
from Thebes, where the murder was committed^ to Ta- 
nagara, another city of Boeotia. Pififtratus continued in 
ThebeS) not fearing the depofition of men who had been 
any- ways privy to the crime; he was only under ap- 
prehenfion of being difcovered by a flave who had been 
employed in the afiaffination by Zeuxippus his matter : be 
therefore wrote to Zeuxippus at Tanagra, defiring him to 
difpatch the flave, as one more fit to be employed in a bad 
aftion than to keep it a fecret. The meflenger was or- 
dered to deliver the letter into Zeuxippus's own hands ; 
but he, thinking the flave faithful and afie^ionate. to his 
mafter, trufted it with him. The flave read it, and find- 
ing it contained a fentence of death againft himfelf, left 
his mafter that inftant, and repaired to Thebes, where he 
difcovered the whole afl^air. Pififtratus was apprehended, 
and put to death ; but the odium of the murder fell 
entirely on the Romans. Zeuxippus retired to Athens, 
" and lived there without any apprehenfion, being recom- 
mended to the magiftrates of that city by his prote£lors 
die Romans; 

The 
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The Boeotians were Inclined to take up arms; but, *TheBceo^ 
having no ofBcxr. of experience to head, tbem, «nd Philip ^iansn- 
refufing to give them any affiftance, they contented themr '^V^V ^* 
feive, with a private revenge^ murdering all the Rom^ans /^j^ murd§r 
they found ftraggling about the fields ; infomuch that they of their 
could no longer cro& the country but in large bodied. t^4ft9r. 
At laft, Flaniinius being informed that many of his men 
Were laaiflihg, and that there' were juft grounds to fufpe£t 
they had been murdered by the Boeotians, fent officers 
with troops to enquire int^ the matter, and apprehend 
the authors of fuch treacherous proceedings. The of-i 
ficecs, uppn their return, acquainted him, that great num- 
bers of Romans had been m urdered> and their bodies, to 
prevent difcovery, thrown into the lake of Copias. H6 
was at the fame time affured, that the cities of Coron«a . 
and Acrsephia had, on that occafion, fignalized their ha<> 
tred to the Romans. Upon this information, the pro* Tlaminiut 
conful ordered the murderers io be delivered up to him } ravages 
and, as he had lofl five huftdi^ men, the Bcebtians were '^';> terri'^ 
condeitlned to pay five hundred talents r troops i^relike- '^"'^5 
wife lent to ravage the fields of Acfaephia, and lay fiege 
to CorOnsea. The Boeotians, who were confcious that 
ihey defcrved puniihment, feeing the pro-co^nful draw- 
ing together his troops, with a defign to treat th*m with 
feverity, had recourfe to the Athenians and Athseans \ 
whofe mediation was of fuch weight With Fl^mrnius^ 
that he immediately ordered the fiege of Coroaaea td but is prim 
be raifed, and remitted four hundred and ft Venty talents f<»'*^^''»^* 
of the fine he had laid upon the treacherous? cities of f«^.'^'^" 
Boeotia. He infifted only on their delivering up to him %'^rg^htm. 
the murderers ; who were accordingly app!rehto4ed, and 
carried to the Romafi camp, wher* they were bifought to 
condign pimifhment. This mixture of mildnefs and'fe^ 
verity \vas highly extolled and apphuded by the ^Bb^otians, 
who ever afterwards continued faithful to tk^ Romansif • 
But, as fome of their leading men joined Ferfes, king ot 
Macedon, in his Wars againft the Romans, the whole . ' 
country was, on that account, treated with great? feverity, \ 

Rome being under Ho appriehenfion of an inir^on from' -^^ ^ ' 
.^tiochus, as ihe was when Plaminiua fuitered' himfelf 
to be fo eafily appeafed* At the difiblution oi the >^cluean Ba^tiare^ 
league, Boeotia, with the reft of Greece, waj r^t^q(^d to ^,^ <^^^^d to a 
Roman province ». * Roman 

* fro*ytn€U 

e Liv* lib* xxxii. G«p« f^ 
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ACARNANIA lay between JStolia and Epiru?^ w:^ 
tSdVifU' jj £yg^ ^zxt^ and governed bj a pnetor, a general aflemblyi 
niAeaf '^^ other fubordmate magmratcs of the fame nature and 
naniams authority as thofe of the Achaeans and JLtolians. The 
attached to Acamanians were, above all the other Greeks, attached 
thi kings of to the kings of Macedon^ and chiefly to- Philip the fathet 
Matidon. of Pcrfcs. They alone adhered to him after the famous 
battle of Cynocephalaey valuing themfelves «po^ an in- 
violable fidelity in the obfervation of treaties. However, 
Lucius Flaminius, brother to Ticus Flaminius, undertook 
to bring them over to the Romans^ and deprive Philip of 
this, his only fupport. With this view he engaged the 
chief men of the nation to meet him in the ifland of G)r- 
cyra, whither they repaired, according to their appoint'^ 
ment ; but the refult of this conference was, to appoint 
another in the city of Leucas, the capital of Acarnania (£)• 
In the fecond interview, the leading n>en of the nation, 
after warm difputes, drew up the plan of a confederacy 
with the Romans, and were inclined to defert Philip ; but 
fome, who had been bribed by the king, Jeaving the 
aflembly with indignation, filled all the city with thdr 
complaints. The people joined them ; and» as they were 
generally inclined to the princes of Macedon, who had 
often protected them againft the ^tolians, the whole 
city was in an uproar. 

jburing this general commotion, Philip fent thither 
Echedemus and Androcles, two Acamanians, greatly 
efteemed in their own country, and fteady friends to 
Macedon. Thefe declaimed with great virulence againft 
their flaviih countrymen, who, without any regard to the 
faith of treaties, were betraying the intereft of their coun« 
try, in order to deliver up the nation to the mercy of an 
imperious repuUic. The people, already prepoflefied a* 
fLAStii gainft the Romans, fupported the remonftrances of the 



amStiiof two deputies, and protefted, that they would not enter 
a^ere"to* Thus the^^dccree^ which had been drawn up in favour of 



'^ into any engagements prejudicial to the intereft of Philip. 
r 

£/ftMm 

.*'''* * (E) Leucas was the capital now known by the name of 
dfAdarftan^^ Where the gene- 'Santa Maura, It lies in the 

,^ , - ral ailembly of the Acamanians Ionian Sea, and divided from 
ufed to meet. The city gave the continent by a flreight, noc 



its name to the whole ifland, above fifty paces over* 
which was called Leucadiag^ but 
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the Ilomansy was unanimoufly rejefted ifa tlie aflemUyj 
Und Archelaus and Bianor, who were' the authors of it> 
declared enemies to their country, and guilty of the 
blacked treachery. Zeuxidas their praetor was depofed> fof 
no other reafon, but becaufe be had propofed the affair in 
ihe affembly. However, upon more mature deliberation, 
the fentence pafTed againft thefe three was annulled^ and 
they were reftored to their former honours i but, at the 
fame time, their alliance with the king of Macedon waft 
renewed, and the treaty^ made by foine private men with 
tlie Romans, rejected with indignation. 

Lucius, who had^ in the beginning of the tumult, re- 
tired frotti Leucas,, refolved to reduce the Acarnanians by 
force ; and accordingly, having made the neceffary pre^ 
parations, he failed from Corcyra, with a defign to lay 
iiege to their capitaU He thought the fight of the Ro* i^^, i^^ 
man tiroops would frighten the citizens into a compliance jieged ty 
with his reqUeft ; but he was difappointed $ the Leuea- tkeRo* 
dians appeared on the walls, and prepared to make a vi- ^J?"*^' 
gorous refiftance. Whereupon the Roman general began ^^^ 
his iapproaches, being refolved to take the place by ftorm* ^gfgnci i 
Leucadia, or the territory of Leucas^ was at that time a 
peninfula, being joined to the weftern part of Acarnania 
by a neck of land, about five hundred paces in length, and 
a* hundred and twenty in breadth ( in aftefs^iages this 
ifthmus being dug through, Leucadia became an ifland. 
Lucius, having viewed the fituation of the place, refolved 
to attack it on that fide which was waihed by the fea> .^ 

and, on that account, the leaft fortified : the water being 
very low near the walls, the earth was eafily removed, 
and the wall without much trouble undermined, and .. 

thrown down* But the befieged made fuch a vigorous 
refiftance, that the Romans were repulfed in three fuc- 
cefEve attacks, which obliged the general to allow them 
fome reft ; and, in the mean time^ the Leucadians raifed 
a new wall ftronget than the former. The fiege would 
have been protfa£):ed to a great length, had not fome 
Italian exiles, who were well acquainted with the place^ But h hi* 
brought a great many Romans privately into the city. trMyedfy 
Thefe, uniting into one body, marched to the market- ihehaliM 
place 5 and, while the inhabitants were engaged with them *^^^* 
there, the reft of the army fcaled the walls, and marched 
ia good order to the relief of their companions. The 
Acarnanians were furrounded, and thofe who refufed to 
fubmit, put to the fword. The redu£lion of the capital 
ilruck fuch terror into the whole nation, that thev de« 
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ferted Philip* Siud fubmitted to tl^ RomanS) under wfio^ 
prote£lion they lived according to their own laws, till the 
de(lru£lion 0/ Corinth, when Acar^ania became part of 
the province of Achaia ^^ 

^he Hiftcffy ofEpirus. 

Gwem' EPIRIT8 was bonnded our the eaft by iEltoliay on the' 
mcnt. weft by th|B Adriatic, on the north by Theffalyand Ma- 

ctioUf and on the fouth by the Ionian Sea. This coun-* 
tFy was anciently governed by its own princes ; in which 
iUte it made ho fmall figure. Derdamia, great grand-^ 
daughter to the famous Pyrrhus, having no i^ue^ gave 
the Epifots Aeir liberty, who formed themfelves into a 
republic, which was governed by lAagiftrates annually 
elefted in a general affembly of the whole nation. Their 
' . ^ neighbourhood to Macedon obliged them t^ be continually 
0n their guard againil the monarchs of ^at kingdoniy 
; who made frequent incurfions into their country, took 
$ind pillaged their cities^ and forced them Vb contribute^ 
as if they had been: their fubje£(9, to all the chai^ges of the 
^ * wars tbaey carried- on with the other ftates of Greece.^ 
The Romans, after having conquered Philip^ reftorcd 
They join them to thfcir ancient liberty ; but they,, forgetful of this' 
Ferfes a- fdiVour, took tip arms againft their benefa^ors, and joined 
gainft the Perfes \ a- meafure which fo provoked the Roman lenate^ 
P^^U^s'm- ^^^^ they,di^atched peremptory orders to Paulus JEmilius, 
milius or- ^f^er the redu£^ion of Macedon,. commanding him to 
dered to plunder the cities of this ungrateful people, and level them 
plunder ^Jth the ground. This decree drew tears from the eyes 
^k£' ^^^^ ^^ -^milius 5 but he could not deline the execution of it. 
"^ ' * He therefore fet out at the head of his vidiorious army v 
and, ariving on the confines of Eptrus, feht fmall bodies of 
troops into all the cities, under pretence of withdrawing 
the garrifons, that the Epirots might enjoy the fame li- 
berty which Rome had granted to Macedon. The Ro- 
mans were received in alL thp cities of Epir us with great 
demonftrations of joy; for i£milius had not commu- 
nicated his orders to any one, for fear of alarming the 

EpirotSj who would not have failed to defend themfelves 

«nd their country with their ufual bravery. In the meat 
time, Paulus ^Imilius fent orders to the ten chiefs who 
were difperfcd in the different provinces, and governed 
'ftU Epirusj enjoining them to bring to his camp all tht 

^ Liy. lib. xxxii. cap* f» 
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gold and filver they had in their refpeftive diArifts. The 
chiefs with great relu£tance complied with his order j 
iftnd, by thefe means, what was moft valuable in Epirus 
^zs relcued from tb« hands of thfe greedy foldiers, and 
delivered to the qu^eftors to be laid up in the public trea- 
sury. All the reft was given up as a prey to the foldiery. 
Though the confula^ troops were cantoned in difiereht ^hh ttrM 
places, the execution wa« made the fame day and hour, exieutfd 
the Roman foldiers falling every where with incredibk '^''^'^g^out 
fury on the houfes which were abandoned to their rage. ^^/^^^ 
The whole booty was fold, and of the money raifed by 
the fale, each foot-foldier had two hundred denarii, that 
is, fix pounds nine {hillings and two pence, ^nd each of 
the horfe double of this fum* A hundred and fifty thou- Tti inha* 
fand men were made flave^, and fold to the beft bidder ^''^'' 
for the benefit of the republic. Nor did the vengeance of ^jljjj^ ^ 
Rome ftop here \ all the cities of Epirus, to the number c^n'vfvedf 
of feventy, were difmantledi and the chief men of the K^mt. 
icountry carried to Ronie, where they were tried, and 
«noft of them condemned to perpetual imprifonment '• 
After this terrible blow, Epirus never recovered its ancient 
iplendor. Upon the (tiflblution of the Achaean league, it fatttf 
was made part o^ the province of Macedon ; but when ^P^^** w 
Macedon became a diocefe, Epirus w^s made a province ^^^^ 
of itfelf, called the province of Old Epirus^ to diftiriguiih 
it from New Epirus, another province lying to the eaft of 
it. On the divifion of the empire, it fell to the em.- 
perors of the £aft, and continued under them till the 
taking of Conftantinople by the Latins, vrhen Michael 
Angelus, a prince nearly related to the Oreck emperor, 
feized on /Btolia and Epirus^ Of thefe he declared him* 
fclf defpote or prince, and was fucceeded by his brother 
Theodorus, who took feveral towns from the Latins, and 
io hr enlarged his dominions, that, difdaining the title 
of defpot, he aflumed that of emperor^ and was crowned 
by Demetrius, archbiihop of Bulgaria. Charles, the laft 
prince of this family, dying without lawful iflue, be- 
queathed Epirus and Acarnania to his natural fons, who 
were expelled by Amurath IL Great part of Epirus 
was afterwards held by the noble family of the Caftridts, 
who, though they were matters of all Albania, yet 
flyled themfelves princes of Epirus. Upon the death 
ot the famous George Caftriot, Epirus fell to the Vene- 
tians, who were foon difpoffeffed of it by the Turks, in 

* Li?, lib. xlv. ctp. 33» 344 
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whoft hands it (HU continues, being now known by thf 
name of Albania, which comprehends the Albania of the 
ancients, all Epirust and that part pf Dalmatia which h 
fubje£l to the Turks. 

^himo* Thus we have feen, throueh a feries pf ages, the rife^ 

narihieMi progrefs, declenfion, and, laiily, the final ruin, of the 

gomern- feveral ftatcs of Greece. The firft form of government 

^**/ 5li introduced among them was monarchical, which, as Platp 

firfiaU obfcrves, is formed upon the model of paternal authority, 

9*ver and of that gentle and moderate dominion, which fathers 

Crttit I exercife over their families. But as power, whrti lodged 

in ope perfon, becomes oftep infolent, unjuft, and op- 

preffive, efpecially if it is hereditary, the feveral ftates of 

hut aftir' ^^^^^^> ^^ procefs of time, began to be weary of kingly 

wards government, and to put the adminiftration of public aflPairs 

fa've way into many hands ; fo that monarchy every where, except 

to a rffub' Jn Macedon, gave wayto the republican government, which 

itcango- ^^ diverfified into as many various forms, as there had 

been di(lin£l kingdoms, according to the different genius 

Liberty^ and peculiar chara£ler of each people. However, they 

andtht had all liberty for their fundamental principle i but this li- 

ihtir oun* ^^^J ^^^ prevented from degenerating into licentioufnefs 

try^ thtir' by wife laws, which awed the people, and kept them to 

futtdatnen" their duty. As every individual, at leaft in the early 

talprin* times of Greece, .Was capable of attaining the chief ho- 

€ipU$. nours of his republic, he confidered his country a$ his inr 

heritance. The children were taught, from their infancy, 

to look upon their country as their common mother, to 

whom they more ftri&ly appertained ^ than to their pa- 

rentSi and not as private perfons, who regard nothing bu^ 

their own Intereft, and have no fepfe of the misfortunes 

of the ft^te, but as they afFedl themfelves. They ftudied 

above all things to maintain among the citizens, and 

members of the ftate, a great equality, without pride, 

luxury, or oftentation. l^agilhates, who had bome a 

great fway during their office, became afterwards private 

men, and had no authority but what their experience 

gave them. Ihofe^ who had commanded armies one 

year, ferved perhaps the very next as fubalterns, and were 

not afhamed to perform the mofl common fudions, either 

in the armies or ffeets. The principles, which prevailed 

in all the ftates of Greece, were the love of poverty, con*- 

tcrppt of riches, difrcgard of felf-intercfl, concern fpr tUc 

^ Platq, lib. ill, dc Legtbus, p^ <S8o. 
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public good, defire of glory, love for their country, and, 
above all, fuch a zeal for liberty, as no danger could 
abate. So long as they adhered to thefe principles, they Jm/incibh 
w:ere invincible: we have feen them not only nn^king tohiUthiy 
head with a handful of men, againft the innumerable fw'7^'* 
army of the Perfiansj but putting them to flight, and cipliu^' 
obliging the moft powerful monarch then upon earth to 
fubmit to conditions of peape, 9s (hameful to the con- 
quered as they were glorious tp the con(}uerors ; but as Dtgintratf 
foon as luxury, and the love of riches, prevailed among '^mhIux- 
them, tljcy fccgaa tp deggnerat^j, and 14 a fbort time, ^^J^lfi^ 
became a different people. The Perfians foon perceiv- 
ed this alteration $ and, by bribing thofe who had the * 
greateft fliare in the goyernment, found means to make 
them turn their arm? againft themfelves. Thefe in(ef- 
tine divifions, carefully fomented by the Perfians, fo 
weakened them, that Philip of Macedon, and his fon 
Alexanders njet with no great oppofition in reducing a 
people thajt bad| for fp many figcs, maintained their li- 
berty againft the whole power of the Perfian monarchy. 
They made feveral attempts to reinf^ate therfifelves in their 
ancient condition ; but thefe ^fForts were ill concerted, 
and only ferved to confirm their flavery. They were 
therefore at laft obliged, to have recourfe to (he Romans, 
who, after having gained them by the attra£^ive charms 
of liberty, which was th^ir darling paflion, and made uf<; 
of them to deftroy the Macedonian power, at laft turned 
their arms againft thofe they were come to a{]ift, and re- 
duced to flavery the nations which they pretended to dor 
Jiver. Greece, thus deprived of its ancient power, ftilt 
retained another fovereignty, to which the Romans them- 
felves could not help paying homage, Athens continued . 
to be the fchool of polite arts, and the centre of (efined 
(afte in all the produdions of the mind. Rome, haughty 
as ihe was, acknowleged this glorious empire, and fent 
)ier m(>ft illuftrious citizens to be finifhed and refined in 
GreecjC. Cicero, already the admiration of the bar, did 
not think it below him to become the difciple of the great 
mafters Greece then produced. Tbe emperors themfelves, 
who were, by more weighty aflraurs, prevented from going 
into Greece, brought Greece, in a manner, home to 
themfelves, by receiving into their palaces the moft cele- 
brated" philofophers, for the education of their children, 
and their own imprpvement. Thus, by a new kind of 
viAory, Greece triumphed over Rome, and made the con« 
guerors of the world fubmit to her laws. 
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SECT. III. 

The H'fftory of the Grecian States in Afia Minor^ 

The Hiflory of loHia* 

IONIA, fo called from the lonians, who inhabited this 
* part of Afia Minor, was bounded on the north by 
-^liaj onihe weft by the iEgaean and Icarian feas ; on thq 
fouth by Caria ; on the £aft by Lydia, and part of Caria. 
It lies between the thirty-feventK and fortieth degrees of 
north btitude, and was but of a very fmall extent in longi- 
tude, whi-cb we (hall not pretend to determine, there being 
great difagreement among authors as to the boundaries of 
the inland country. 

The moft remarkable cities of Ionia werePhocxa, now 
Foggia, built, according to Vallerius*, by the lonians; 
according to Paufanias ", by the Phocenfes of Greece | 
and, according to Strabo ", by the Athenians. Some 
writers tell us, that, while the foundations of this city were 
laying, there appeared, near the (hore, a great fnoal of 
fea-calves ; whence it was called Phoca:a, the word phoca 
fignifying in Greek a fea-calf Ptolemy, who makes the 
river Hermus the boundary between iEolia and loni^, 
places Phocaea in ulilolis \ but all other geographers • rec- 
kon it among the cities of Ionia. It Rood on the fea^ 
coaft, between Cuma to the north, and Smyrna to the 
fouth, not far from the Hermus ; and was, in former 
times, one of the moft wealthy and powerful cities of all 
Afiaj but is now a poor, beggarfy village, though the fee 
of ^ biftiop. The rhocseans were expert mariners, and 
the firft among the Greeks that undertook long voyages 5 
which they performed in gallies of fifty oars. As they ap- 
plied themfelves to trade and navigation, they became ac- 
quainted pretty early with the coafts and iflands of Europ^i 
whire they are faid to have founded feyeral cities, nanbely 
Velia, in Italy; Alalia, o^ rather Aleria, in Corfica ; and 
toarfeilles in Gaul ^ Neither were they unacquainted with 
Spain ; for Herodotus tells us, that, iti the time of Cyrua 
the Greats the Phoc^eans arriving at Sarteflns, a city in 
^ the Bay oiF Cadiz, were treated M'ith extraordinary kindr 
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fiefs by Arganthonius king of that country $ who, hear- 
ing that they were under no fmall apprchcnfion of the 
growing power of Cyrus, invited them to leave Ionia, and 
fettle in what part of his kingdom they pleafed. The Pho- 
cseans could not be prevailed upon to forfake their coun* 
try; but accepted a large fum of money, which that 
prince generoufly prefented them with, to dcfrtly the ex- 
pence of building a ftrong wall round their city. The . 
wall they built on their return ; but it was unable to refift 
the mighty power of Cyrus, whofe general, Harpagus, in-» 
vetting the city with a numerous army, foon reduced it tq 
the utmoft extremities. The Phpcseans, having no hopes 
•of any fuccour, offered to capitulate; ; but the conditions 
-offered by Harpagus feeming fevere, they begged he would 
allow them three days to deliberate 5 and, in the mean 
time, withdraw his forces. Harpagus, though not igno- ^it thetp 
•rant of their defign, complied with their requeft. The country 5 
Phocseans, taking advantage of this condefcenfion, put 
jtkeir wiv^s, children, aqd all their mod valuable e£Fe6^s, 
on board feveral veiTels, which they had ready equipped^ 
>nd conveyed them fafe to the ifland of Chios, leaving 
^he Perfians in po0e(fioh of empty houfes. Their defign 
Avas to purchafe the CEneffian iilands, which belonged to 
the Chians, and fettle there. But the Chians not caring return.and 
to have them fo near, left they (hoi^^ld efigrofs all the trade ^^' '^^ 
to thcmfelvcs, as they were a fea-faring people, they put wf^^*'? 
to fea again; and, having taken Phocaea, their native "•/^^'' • 
xrountry, by furprizei put all the Perfians they found in 
it to the fword. 

As they were well apprifed, that the Perfians would re- Retint^ 
fent fuch inhuman proceedings, they reimbarked with all Corfica^ 
expedition^ fteering their courfe towards Cyrnus, now 
Corfica, where, twenty years before, they had built the 
jcity of Alaria or Calaris. Before they left Phocaea the 
fecond time, they uttered moft dreadful imprecations a* 
gainft fuch as-ihould ftay behind, binding themfelves by 
a folemn oath never to return, till a red-hot ball of iron, 
which, on that occafion, they threw into the fea, (hould 
appear again unextinguilhed. However, above half the 
fleet broke through ail thefe engagements, and returned 
foon to Phocaea, the Perfians, who were defirous the 
city ihould be repeopled, offering a general pardon to fuch 
yA had been concerned in the maflacre. The remaining 
part arrived fafe at Aleria, where they continued five 
fears, infefting the neighbouring feas with piracies, and 
rfivaging the co^ft^ of Italyi Gaul, and Cai^thage. Here- 
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upon the Tyrrhenians and Carthaginians, entering into a^ 
alliance, fitted out a fleet of a hundred and twenty fail, 
with a defign to drive them from Cyrnus. The Phocsew 
ansy not at all difmayed at the fight of fo powerful a fleets 
engaged them in the fea of Sardinia with half their 
number ; and, after a bloody engagement, put them to 
flight ; but the viftory coft them dear, forty of their (hips 
being funk, and mod of the reft quite difitbled. Where?^ 
upon, not finding tbemfelves in a condition to ftand a 
fecond ihock, they refolved to abandon the ifland, and re* 
tire, with their wives and children, to Rfiegium. This 
ftep they took accordingly : but foon left that place, and 
fettled in GBnotria, now Ponza, a fmall ifland in the 
T][rrhenian fea> oppofite to Velia in Lucania, which their 
anceftors had fomided 9. 

Thofe, who returned home, lived in fubje£iion either 
to the Perfians, or tyrants of their own. Among the 
latter we find mention made of Laodamas, who attended 
Darius Hyftafpis in his expedition againft the Scythians { 
and of Dionyfius, who, joining Ariftagoras, tyrant of 
Miletus, and chief author of the Ionian rebellion, retired, 
after the defeat of his countrymen, to Phoenicia, whert 
he made an immenfe booty, leizing on all the fhips he 
met with trading to that country. From Phoenicia he 
failed to Sicily, where he committed great depredations 
on the Carthaginians and Tufcans % but is faid never to 
have molefted the Greeks. 

In the Jloman times the city of Pbocaea fided with An« 
tiochus the Great; whereupon it was befieged, taken, 
and plundered, by the Roman general *, but allowed to be 
governed by its own laws. In the war which Ariftonicns, 
brother to Attains, king of Pergamus, raifed againft the 
Romans, they aflUfted the former to the utmo^ of their 
power; a circumftance which fo difpleafed the fenate^ 
that they commanded the town to be demolifliedj and the 
whole race of the Phocaeans to be utterly rooted out. 
This fevere fentence would have been put in execution, 
had not the Maflilienfes, a Phocsean colony, interpofed, 
and, with much difliculty, afluaged the anger of the 
fenate ^ Pompey declared Phocsea a free city, and ie» 
ftored the inhabitants to all the privileges they had ever 
enjoyed ; whence, under the firft emperors, it was reck- 
oned one of the moft flourifliing cities of a}l AGa Minor. 
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s Herodot. lib. Leap. 65, 165, 167, 
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This IS all we have been able to coUefl from^tbe ancientSy 
touching the particular hiftory of Phocxa* 

Smyrna, by the Turks called Ifmya, is fituated on the Smjn^a. 

ifthmus of the Ionian peninful^, at the bottom of a bay, 

to which it gives name, and is reckoned one of the largeft 

^nd richeft cities of the Levant. Smyrna was not at nrft 

one of the twelve cities of the Ionian league; fo often 

mentioned by the ancients ; but was, in procefs of time, 

admitted into that confederacy, by means of the £phe-» 

fians, vrho lived, as Strabo ' informs, for many years in 

the fame diftri£fc with the Smyrnaeans ; and hence it is, 

^hat Ephefus is fometimes called Smyrna^ j/clleius Pa- 

terculus ' reckons it among the cities of ^olis ; wherein 

he agrees with Herodotus'*, who tells us, that Smyrna 

vras built by the Cohans; but afterwards deilroyed by Bynokom 

the lonians, who claimed the ground on which the city f^mndtd. 

ftood, and all the neighbouring country. Be that as it may, 

Smyrna muft have been foon after rebuilt ; for the fame 

Herodotus, or whoever elfe is the author of Homer's life^ 

defcribcs it as an emporium in that poet's time, whither 

merchants reforted from all parts. Pliny ^ is of opinion^ 

that it wa^' founded by an Amazon, named Smyrna ; and 

adds, that it was, many ages after, rebuilt and adorned by 

Alexander. What he fays of the Amazoir is commonly 

looked upon as fabulous, though the prefent inhabitants 

pretend, that it borrowed its name from an Amazon, who, 

coming into Afia at the head of a female army, pofleifed 

herfelf of this city. Neither was it rebuilt by Alexander, 

for Strabo, a writer fsfr mpre exad, informs us, .that 

Smyrna, four hundred years after it had been deftroyed by 

the Lydlans, during which time the Smyrnaeans lived in 

villages, was begun to be rebuilt by Antigonus ; but that 

Lyfimachus put the laft hand to the work. 

This new city was built, according to the fame writer, 
twenty furlongs diftance from the place where the old 
city ftood, betweea the caftle on the fhore and the prefent 
city, as oujr beft modem travellers conjedure % from the 
many ruins of edifices that are ftill to be feen in that 
place {F). This new city> as it was moft conveniently 

fituated 

• Strabo, lib* xiv. fub. init. t VelLPaterc. lib. i. cap. ^ 

« Herodot. lib. i. cap. 194. ^ Plin. lib. v. cap, 99. x Spon^ 

Le Briiyn, Touroeforte, Voyage au Levant» Sec. 

(F) A modem trgvelljBr(i) pieces of antiquity have been 
Idls U9| that many valume found there, and mentions four 

(i) Le Bruyn^ Voyage au Levant, 

Ancient 
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fituated for trade, became, in a fhort time, one ef Urn 
moft populous and wealthy of all Afia, as is plain fron| 
feverai infcriptionsy in which it is ftyled ^'The metrop^Hs^ 
the firft and chief city of AGa, the ornament of loma, 
&c. y^ There are ftill to be fcen many veftiges of the 
ancient grandeur of Smyrna, namely, a marble theatre* 
which was reckoned the fineft in Afia, of a circus, ol 
baths, temples, &c. for the defcription of which we refer 
our readers to Le Bruyn, Tournefort, Spon, and othe^ 
modern travellers* The walls of Smyrna were waihedby 
the Meles, a river of great note in the republic of letters ; 
for Homer is faid to have been bom near hs banks i 
whence, as the name of his father was unknown, be was 
called Melefigenes. 

Under the Roman emperors the city of Smyrna wa» at 
the height of its grandeur, and ever courted by them,*a^ 
it was the fineft harbour in Afia, and diftinguifiied with 
titles, exemptions, and privileges, above all the cities of 
Afia, Kphefus alone excepted. Tiberius fhewed, on sdl 
occafions, a great efleem for the Smymseans* Marcus Ait* 
relius rebuilt their 'city, after it had been almofl ruined by 
an earthquake \ and the fucceeding emperors hieaped fuch 
favours on them, as raifed no fmall jealoufy among the 
other Greeks of Afia. The Smyrnseans, on the other 
hand, continued faithful to the Romans, and are faid to 
have been the firft in Afia that honoured Rome, under the 
title of ^< Rome the goddefs," with a temple, priefls, and 
facrifices. 

As to the prefent city, it is fittiUted on the fhor^ , at the 
foot of a hill, which commands the port, and may be 
juftly ftyled the center of trade to the Levant. Its con- 
venient harbour and fituation have faved it from undergo^ 
ing the fame f at^ which moft ef the famous cities of Afia 
have fuffcred. The great city of Sardis, fo famous in the 
Greek hiftory, of Pergamus, the capit^ of a rich kii^* 
dom, of Ephefus, the metropolis of aU Afia, are, at ftt* 

y Vide Marmor. Oxen, apud Prideaux« 
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ancient flatues that wer.e dug 
up in that place, while he was 
■$t Conftantinople, and are flill 
to be feen at Verfailles, Our 
author adds, that in 1 67 1 , an 
-urn was difcovered in the fame 
pla^e^ with thi« it^fcriptiofi, 



^'Marcus Fabius, the foa of was fiitt entire* 



Marcus Fabius, of the Gak- 
rian family, furnamed Junius, 
one- and -twenty years old.** 
Upon opening the urn they 
diicovered the bodies, both of 
the father and fon, lying to- 
gather in their armour, whid 
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Unt, but fm^l vUl9ge$ ^r Thyatir^i PhU^ejiphia, Laodie€f9i 
&c. are known only by fome ancient inf^riiptioiis i whfm^ 
Smyrna, though oft^ deftroy^d by eart^uakes, i$ (iiU 
one of the richefts^nd mpft pppqloys citi^f in tbo iE»ft, 
being refofted to )>y all ti^e trading naiaioi^s of EttfOf^^i 
Afia, and Africa* They re^on in (b? cilty fifteen l^mir 
iand Turk^, ten thouland &eek.$» eight;e^ahundf^d' J0wa» 
two handred Armeniansj and as w^ny Franks* Jh^ Isiiri^ 
tory is very fertile and pleafant, abeiunidin^ chie^y in vkidd 
and olive treo^ ^ but the air is not reckoned very ^holfomfS^ 
Smyrna was one 43if the fev«a churchdi joa^ntioned in the 
Revelations. 

As for the psurticular hiftoiy pf tb^ S^ymsean^^ ^beiir 
city^ at firft, belonged to the ^QUaQ% i^ vre h^ye hinted 
{ibove 'j but w^s tak^ ir^om them by tHo l^nians m the foi- 
bwing manner : a gne^t raapy of tbe inhabicanta of 
Colophon, an tofii^n city, bei<^ driven ^ut,, on ac^unt 
of ^{edition theybs^d r^ifed at koxp/s, 8p^ to tbe 8my«* 
n^anS) who r^fiei;^4. th^ni wi|:b jgr^^af kindi^fs i which 
they requited with the utmoft ii>@iN^u4g ; fotr, not Iwg Treacher* 
after, whUe the i<^liabitants werf gorfw^ing -certain iJeli- ouflyfeizid 
|;ious cerex)lonl6^j^hQ^o^rof B^c^^Sr^^outthe'vi^alliSy ^^^^^^ ^ 
they {hut the gateS)» aad fei^edon tbo city* Thi^ i>Utr9tg^ 
alarvied all the kalians, who harped $P'th^ afliftnA^ 
of their countryjnen with what fo|x:^^ ^y ^^Id- ra^ y b#t 
the Colophonian^^ beijig;fuppor<^^ by t[Hc pth^r cities of 
Ionia, both parties came to an agKee^mant, whereby k 
Was ftipulatedy that the lonians fhould rqitore to the 
Smyriiaeans all their efFeAs \ ^nd the ^olisms, on theif 
part, Ihould quit their claim to the qity. The Smyrn«3aiiai The^'Smfn 
confenting to thefe. ^o^nditionS) werediftributed among the n4gAns dif* 
other.clevcn Ionian cities,^ and allowed to enjoy the fame P^^f*^^" 
privileges. The Golophonians continued in poffeffion cf ^^ j^. 
Smyrna, whicii wa# thenceforth re<:koned among the niancUU$% 
tweWe Ionian citieB ^4 It was afterwards taken by Alyat^es, 
king of Ly4t?>rpvp4 cpaatinued fubjed to the Lydians till 
the time of Cyrus, by whofe general, Harpagus, it was 
brought undor.the: Perfiari yoke, with the other cities of 
Ionia. The Smyrnaeans* followed their pleafures, and Thtlriha^ 
lived jn gr^at luxury ; but, what feldom happens, were, ^^^^* 
at the fame time, ready to exert themfelves, when called 
wpouf and behaved witn great gallantry. 

Clazomena^, now Vburla, as is commonly believed^ Cline§» 
was One of the twelve Ionian citle^ and of gr^at note i^ mnut. 

, . ' > ... — 

* Herodot. lib. u cap. T50« * AriAid. in Smyrntea Encomio* 

the 
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the flourifliing times of Greece. The ancient city ftoo^ oh 
the continent, and was, by the lonians, fortified at a vaft ex- 
pence, in order to put a ftop to the Perfian cbnquefts. But 
•the inhabitants were fo terrified after the defeat of Crcefus, 
and furrender of Ssirdis, that they abandoned the city oh 
the continent, and withdrew, with all th^ir ctkGtSf to one 
of the neighbouring iflands, where they btiilt the city of 
Clazomenae, fo often mentioned ih the Roman hiftory* 
•Alexander joined it to the continent by a caufeway two 
•hundred and fifty paces long * : whence Ptolemy, Strabo, 
Pliny, and mod of the ancient geographers, count it among 
ne iitha" the cities on the continent* The Romans always treated 
hitmits, the inhabitants with great kindnefs, knoti^g of What im- 
^"^fy portance their city was for carrying oil their eonquefts iA 

7kfRo' "^^^ » ^^^ ^^^y "°* °^'y declared them a frtfc people, but 
put them in pofleffion of the ifland of Drymufa, and often 
quarrelled with the princes of Afisi on their account \ 
'Auguftusrepairedandembelliihed their city with many mag- 
nificent buildings ; whence, on fome medals, he is ftjled 
the founder of Clazomenss (G), though this city was un- 
-doubtedly founded by the lonians, and, from the very 
beginning, one of the Ionian confederacy. Some anti* 
' quaries take Clazomens for the ancient city of Grynium, 
which gave the epithet of Grynseus to Apollo $ for there 
was^ in ancient timeSf a famous temple of Apollo in the 
neighbourhood of Clazomense; Cybele, likewife^ was 
one of their chief deities, and alfo Diana, as we learfi 
from feveral ancient medals and infcriptions. The Clazo' 
-menians held out againfl: the Lydians, after moft of the 
. <other cities of Ionia i;^ere reduced by Alyattes, who be* 
fieged, but could not fnafter, Ciazomense *. The Perfians 
got pofleffion of It in the time of Darius Hyftafpis^ and 
thought it of fuch confequence, that they could not be 
induced to part with it at the famous peace of Antalcidas. 
Alexander reinftated them in their ancient liberty and pri- 
vileges ; which were rather enlarged than diminifhed by 

^ Paulan. Achaic. cap. 3. k Liv. lib, xxzviii. cap. 39. 

c Herodot. lib. i. cap. 16. 

(G) Mr. Tournefort makes fcen in the French king's cabi- 

mention of a medal in the king net, with the head of Auguftas, 

of Pniffia's cabinetj with the and, on the teverfc, ©EA AT- 

head of Auguftus, and the in- "BlAy thegodJe/s Livlai Tovrni 

fcription, "Founder of Cla- the head of Augufius is wrote, 

xomenae." Another is to be KAAZOM* 

4ie 
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the Rbmans, whom they aflifted, on all occafibnSi until 
great fidelity. 

Erythne, one of the twelve Ionian cities, is placed by Etytkr^* 
foitie on the fhore oppofite the ifland of Chios, but, by 
Strabo ^, on the peninfula at the foot of Mount Mimas, 
oppofite to the iJB^nds> called by the ancients Hippi. 
Erythrae waS the feat of Herophile, on^ of the Sybils, 
thence called the Erythaeau *. It had a fpacious harbour 
called CyfTus, and a temple of Hercules^ which was rec- 
koned one of the moft (lately edifices of all Afia« Erythrae 
iided, on all occafions, witn the Romans, who rewarded 
their fidelity with ample privileges, and confiderably en- 
larged their territory '• , 

Teos, (ituated'on the fouth fide of the Ionian peninfula, 7Vf#. 
was likewifeoneof the twelve cities. - Anacreon was born 
here, and alfo Hecateus the hidorian. The inhabitants 
abandoning, in Anacreon's time, their native country, 
where they were grievoufly oppreffed by the Perfians, re- 
tired to Thrace, and fettled in the city of Abdera, which 
Timefius of Clazomenae had founded (H). They were 
the only people among the lonians, as Herodotus obferves, 
who preferred banilhment to Havery'j and are, therefore, 
greatly commended by that writer. Some of them re- 
turned afterwards to tneir ancient habitation ; for, in the 
Roman times, the city of Tco» was of fome note, and 
Well peopled. The fmall towns of Erae and Myonnefus, 
between Teos and Lebedus, were formerly fiibjeft to the 
Tcians, who enjoyed a large territory, extending front 
their city to the neighbourhood of 'Lebedus. 

Lebedus, counted by Mela, Strabo, and Herodotus, Lebidut* 
among the twelve Ionian cities, flood on the iflhmus of 
the Ionian peninfula, over-againft Smyrna, and was fa- 
mous in ancient times for the fports that were there year- 
ly performed in honour of Bacchus. Lyfimachus utterly 
ruined the city, and transferred the inhabitants to Ephe- 
fus«. Upon his death they left Ephefus, and rebuilt 

'Strabo, lib.xiv. p. 443* « Paufan. in Phoc. cap. is. 

' Uv. lib. XXXV. C8p« ^9. * s Paufan. Attic, cap, 9. 

(Hj And hence the faying, than fufFer oppreflion and fer- 

*A€fc5« jMtXi T»)/<w» iffoixta, -^?- vitudc(2). To this faying 

dera^ a fine colony of the Teians^ fome think Tully alludes, in 

fignifying, that brave men will his EpifUes to Atticus (3), 
choofe to live any where rather 

(1) Vide Eraf. Chiliad. (3} Cic. ad Attic, lib. vii. & Iv, 

Lebedus; 
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Lebcdusi which^ howcYer, never afterwards made atif 
figure, beihg a village rather than a city. 

C^fh9. Colophon, now AltobofcO) orj as others will have It, 
Belvedere, was qne of the chief cities of the Ionian 
,leag\ie, feated on the coaft, and not an inland city, as 
Fliny ^ calls it. It was deftroyed by Lyfimachos, and the 
inhabitants were fept to people Epbefus ; but, after his 
deaths rebuilt in a more convenient (ituation. The Co^ 
Jophoni^ne Were fo Ikilled in horfemanfhip^ that thofe they 
fided with were always fure of the viSorv ; a circum- 
ftance which gave rife to the trite provero * (I). Colo« 
phon w^s the birth*place of Nicander,. and one of the 
feven cities that claimed Homer, wjio lived there fome 
time^ as Herodotus informs us in th^ life of that great 
* poet. The ancients mention a fapious grove and tempk 
of Apollo Clarius, in the neighbourhood of this city. 
Whence that deity borrowed the epithet of Clarius is un* 
certain, fome pretending that his temple ftood in a fmali 
town near Colophon, called Clatos ; and others maintain* 
ing, that he Was fo called from a mountain bearing that 
name* The fmali town of Notium, on the fame coaft| 
often mentioned by Livy, belonged to the ColophonianSf 
and was by |he Romans allowed to enjoy the fame privi« 
leges as were granted to Colophpn itfelf K 

jLfhefns^ Ephefus, called by the prefent inhabitants Aiafaloue, 

was, in former times, the metropolis of all Afia. Ste^ 
phanus gives it the title of Epiphaneftate, or mofi iUuflri-^ 
$us, Pliny ilyles it the ornament of Afia; and Strabo 
the greatelt and moft frequented emporium of that conti-' 
nent. How different Was the ancient Epbefus from the 
tnodern, which is but a mean village, inhabited by thirty 
or forty Greek families, who are not capable, as Spon ob^ 
ferves, to underftand the epiftle St« Paul wrote to their 
forefathers. Tte ancient city ftood about fifty miles 
fouth of Smyrna, near the mouth of the river Cayfter, 
and the fhore of the Icarian fca, which is a bay of the 
^ga^an ; but as it has been fo often deftroyed and rebuilt, 
it is no eafy matter to determine die precife place. Meft 
of our modem travellers ar^ of opim<in, that the ancient 
city flood more to the fouth than the prefent 5 which they 
aigue from the ruins that ftill remain* Ephefus was^ in 



^ PUn. lib. v* cap, 25. 
lib. xxxviii. cap* 39. 



1 Strabo, lib. xiv. p. 441. k lav« 



(I) Tiv KoXofftlva Ifci^viniy Co<^ pvt the loft hand to a vo^rk^ U 
lophoaem adderc^ that is, /»- end it ivith Juccefs. 

ancient 
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tincient times, known by the names of Alopes, Oftygia> //^ various 
Merges, Smyrna, Trachaea, Samornion, and Ptela ^ It noma. 
\xras called Ephefus, according to Heraclides % froni the 
Greek word ephefus, fifnifying pirmijjion \ becailfe Her- 
tules (fayfe he) permitted the Amazorts to live and build 
a city in that place. Others tell us, that Ephefus was 
ihe name of the Amazon that founded the city; fof 
Pliny, Jufl:in% and Orofius% tidanimoufly affirm, that 
it Was built by an Amazon ; while others beflow this 
honotif upon Androclus, the fon of Codrus, king of 
Athens, who was the chief of the lonians that fettled in 
Afia. But, in matters of fo early a date, it is impoffible 
to come at the truth, and therefore not worth our while 
to dwell oA fuch fruitlefs enquiries. What we know for 
certain is, that the city, which in the Roman times was 
Ihe metropolis of all Afia, acknowleged Lyfimachus, fof 
its founder ; for that prince, having caufed the ancient 
city to be entirely demoliflied, rebuilt, at a vaft expence, Lyfimachu$ 
a new one, in a place more convenient, and nearer the ^^^^^^^ 
temple. Strabo tells us, that, as the inhabitants fliewed f^i^r^^f ' 
^ great reluftance to quit their ancient habitations, Lyfi* 
machus caufed ali the drains that conveyed the water into 
the neighbouring fens and the Cayftef, to be privately 
ftopt up ; whereby the city being on the firft violent rains 
In great part laid under water, and many of the inhabi- 
tants drowned, they were glad to abandon the ancient, 
and retire to the new city. This new Ephefus was great- 
ly damaged by an earthquake in the reign of Tiberius, 
but by that emperor repaired and adorned with feveral 
ftately buildings, of which there are now but few ruins to 
be feen, and fcarce any thing worthy of ancient Ephefus. 
The aqucduft part of which is ftill uanding, is generally 
believed to have been the work of the Greek emperors ; 
the piliafs, which fupport the arches, are of fine marble, 
and higher or lower as the level of the watef required. 
This aqueduft, ferved to convey water into th6 city from 
the fpring of Halitee, mentioned by Paufanias. The 
gate, now called by the inhabitants, for what reafon we 
know not, the Gate of Perfecution, is remarkable for three 
bas-reliefs on the mould, of an exquifite tafte. The port, 
of which fo many medals have been ftruck, is at prefent 
but an open road, and not much frequented. The Cay- 
fter was formerly navigable, and afforded a fafe place 

. 1 Plin. lib. V. cap. 29. » Hcraclid. de Polit* » Juftin. 

lib.ii. • Orofiu9, lib. 1. cap. 15. 

Vol. VI. Q^ for^ . 
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for (hips to ride in, but is now almoft cboaked up wit& 
fand. 

But the chief ornament of Ephefus was the cclebrate<t 
temple of Diana, built at the common charge of all the 
ftates in Afia, and, for its {lru£ture, Cze, and furniture^ 
accounted among the wonders of the world. This great 
edifice was (ituate at the foot of a mountain, and st the 
head of a marfh ; which place they chofe, if we believe 
Pliny, as the leaft fubje£l to earthquakes. This (ite 
doubled the charges ; for they were obliged to be at a vaff 
expence in making drains to corivey the water that came 
down the hill, into the morafs and the Cayfter. Philo 
Byzantius tells as, that, in this work, they ufed fuch a 
quantity of ftone, as almoft exhaufted all the quarries in 
the country ; and thefe drains or vaults are what the pre- 
fent inhabitants take for a labyrinth. To fecure the foun- 
dation of the conduits or fewers, which were to bear a 
- building of fuch a prodigious weight, they laid beds of 
charcoal, fays Pliny, well rammed, and upon them others 
of wool. Two hundred and twenty years, Pliny fays 
four hundred P, were fpent in building this wonderful 
temple by all Afia. It was four hundred and twenty-five 
feet in length, and two hundred in breadth, fupported 
by a hundred and twenty-feven marble pitlars, feventy 
feet high, of which twenty-feven were moft curioufly 
carved, and the reft polifhed. Thefe pillars were the 
works of fo many kings, and the bas-reliefs of one were 
done by Scopas, the moft famous fculptor of antiquity } 
the altar was almoft wholly the work of Praxiteles. 
Cfaeiromocrates, who built the city of Alexandria^^ and 
offered to form Mount Athos into a ftatue of Alexander, 
was the architeft employed on this occaCon. The tem- 
ple enjoyed the privilege of an afylum, which at firft ex^ 
tended to a furlong, was afterwards enlarged by Mithri- 
dates to a bow-fiiot, and doubled by Marc Antony, fo 
that it took in part of the city : but Tiberius, to put a ftop 
to the many abufes and diforders that attend privileges of 
this kind, revoked them all, and declared, that no man^ 
guilty of any wicked or diflioneft a£Hon, fliould efcape 
juftice, though he fled to the altar itfelf. 
Friifls of The priefts, who officiated in this temple, were held in 
Diana. great efteem, and trufted with the care of facred virgins^ 
or priefteflTes, but not till they were made eunuchs. They 
were called Eftiatores and Eflense, had a particular diet^ 
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ind were not allowed, by their conftitutions, to go into 
s^ny private houfe. They were maintained with the pro- 
fits accraing from the lake Selinufius, and another that 
fell into it, which muft have been very confiderable, Cnce 
they erefted a golden ftatue to one Artemidorus, who, 
l^eing fent to Rome, recovered them, after they had been 
feized by the farmers of the public revenues ^4 All the 
lonlans reforted yearly to Ephefus, with their wivd3 and 
children, where they folemnized the feftival of Diana 
with great pomp and magnificence ', making, on that oc* 
cafion, rich offerings to the goddefs, and valuable prefents 
to her priefts. The afiarchse, mentioned by St. Luke ', 
were, according to Beza^ thofe priefts whofe peculiar 
province it was to regulate the public fports that were 
annually j^erformed at Epbefus^ in honour of Diana ; 
they were maintained with the colleftions made during 
the fports ; for all Afia flocked to fee them. The great 
i)!ana oiF the Ephefians, ias Ihe was ftyled by her blind Diana of 
adorersj was, according to Pliny % a fmall ftatue of ebony, thg Ephe^ 
made by one Canitia, though commonly believed to have M«f* 
been fent down from heaven by Jupiter. This ftatue was 
at firft placed in a nich, which, as we are told, the 
Amazons caufed to be made in the trunk of an elm. Such 
was the firft rife of .the veneration that was paid to Diana 
in this place (K). 

^he 

i Strafe, ubi liipi^k. ' Thucyd. lib. ill. • Luke, 

Adsxvi. t plia. lib. xix. cap. 4. 

(K) In procefs of time the pcror commanded all the tem- 
J^eneratioh for the goddefs daily pies of the heathens jp b^ 
ihcreafing among the inhabi- thrown down and demolilhed t 
tants of Alia, i moft ftatiely the former Was burnt the. fame 
and magnificent temple was day that Alexander was bom, 
huilt near the plate where the by one Eroftratus, who owned 
elm ilood, and the ftatue of on the rack, that the only thing 
the goddefs placed in it. This which had prompted him to 
^as the firft temple, but not deftroy fo excellent a work, 
<luite fo furtiptuOUs as that was the defire of tranfmitting 
which we have defcribed, his name to future ages* 
though reckoned, as well as the Whereupon the common coun- 
fecond, atnoiig the Wonders of cil of Afia made a decree, for- 
the world. The fecond Was bidding any oue-to name him ; 
remaining in Pliny*s tinie, and but this prohibition ferved only 
^ StJ'abo's ; and is fuppofed to make his name more me- 
to have been deftroyed in the morable, fuch a remarkable 
reign of Conftantine, pUrfuant extravagance, or rather mad- 
to the cdia by which that cm- nefs, being taken notice of by 

0^2 all 
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Govim- The lonians firft fettled at Ephcfus under the conAviEk 

mint. of Androclus, who drove out the Carians and Leleges,^ by 

whom thofe places were poffeffed at his arrival. The city, 
whether built by him, as Strabo affirms, or by one Croefus 
or Ephefus, long before the Ionic migration, as others 
maintain, became foon the metropolis of Ionia. It was aU 
firft governed by Androclus, and his defcendants, wha 
aflumed the royal title, and exercifed the regal authority 
over the new colony : whence, even in Strabo's time, the 
pofterity of Androclus were ftyled kings,* and allowed ta 
wear a fcarlet robe, with a fceptre, and all the enfigns of 
the royal dignity. In procefs of time, a Hew form of go- 
vernment was introduced, and a fenate eftablifhed ; but 
when, or on what occafion, this change happened, we 
know not. This kind of government continued till the 
time of Pythagoras, who lived before Cyrus the Great, and 
7yrantt of ^^as one of the moft cruel and inhuman tyrants we read of 
Ephifus* jj^ hiftory ; for, having driven out the fenate, and taken all 
the power into his own hands, be filled the city with blood 
and rapine, not fparing even thofe who fled to the temple 
of Diana for fhelter °. Pythagoras was fuccecded by Pin- 
darus, who bore the fame fway in the city ; but treated the 
citizens with more humanity. In his cime Ephefus being 
befieged by Croefus, king of Lydia, he advifed the inhabi-» 
tants to devote their city to Diana,, and faften the wall, by 
a rope, to the pillars of her temple. They followed his 
advice, and were, from reverence to the goddefs, not only 

« Suidas. 

alt the hifiorians who have willingly parted with them; 

written of thofe times. Alex- and the fum raifed from thence 

ander ofiered to rebuild the ferved for the carrying on of 

temple at his own expence, the work till other contribu- 

provided the Ephefians wduld ' tions came in, which, in a (hort 

agree to put his name on the time, amounted to an immenie 

front; but they reje£^ed hi» treafure. This is the temple 

ofier in fuch a manner as pre- which Strabo, Pliny, and 

vented the refentment of that other Roman writers fpeak of. 

vain prince, telling him, that It flood between the city and 

*' it was not fit one god fhould the port, and was built, or ra- 

build a temple to another (i)/' ther finiflied, as Livy (2) tells 

The pillars, and other mate- us» in the reign of king Ser- 

rials that had been faved out vius. Of this wonderful ftruc- 

of the flames, were fold, and tare there is nothing at prefent 

\ . alfo the jewels of the Epheilan remaining but fome ruins^ and 

\(romen, who, on that occafion, a few broken pillars. 

(i) Strabo, ubi fupra* (»} Li v. lib* i. cap. 4.5. 

treated 
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(treated with great kindnefs by Croefus, but reftored to 
their former liberty *. Pindarus, being obliged to refign 
his power, retired to Peloponnefus. He was, according 
to ^lian, grandfon to Alyattes king of Lydia, and Croe- 
sus's nephew. The other tyrants of Ephefus mentioned in 
hiftory are Athenagoras, Coma$, Ariftarchus, and Hege- 
fias ; of which the laft w^ expelled by Alexander, who^ 
coming to EphefuS) after having defeated the Perfians or 
the banks of the Granicus, beftowed upon Diana all the 
tributes which the Ephefians had paid to the Perfians, and 
eftabliflied a democracy in the city. In the war between 
Mithridates and the Romans, they fided with the former, 
and, by his dirediion, maflacred ail tbe Romans that rer 
fided in their city; for which barbarity they were fe- 
▼erely fined, and reduced almoft to beggary, by Sylla, 
hut afterwards treated kindly, and fuffered to Jive accord- 
ing to their own laws, a« is plain from feveral ancient in- 
fcriptions and Qiedals (L). The Ephefians were much ad- 
dided to fuperftition, forccry, and curious arts, as the 
Scripture ftyles them "^ ; whence came the proverb ** E- 
phefian letters," fignifying all forts of fpells or charms (M). 

Priene Was one pf the ancient cities of Ionia, and the Priene* 
birth-place of Bias, -one of the fevcn wife meu^ Ptolemy 
places it a at great diftance from the fea ; but all other 
geographers count it among the maritime towns of Ionia. 

Miletus, now Palatafchia, was formerly a city of great Wktusm 
note, being ftyled, by Pliny *, and Pdinponius Mela *, 
the fir ft city and metropolis of all lonia^ The fame Pliny 
mentions the ancient and new Miletus : the former he 
calls Lelegeis, Pithyufa, and Anaftoria ; and Strabo tells 
ws, that it was built by the inhabitants of Crete **. The 
latter was founded, according to Strabo, by Neleus, the 
fon of Cddrus, king of Athens, when he firft' fettled in that 
part of Afia. This great city ftood on the fouth fide of 
the river Mseander, near the fea-coaft. The inhabitants 

X Herodot. lib. i. cap. a6. Polysen. lib. vii. ^lian. Var. Hift. 
r>b.iii. cap. »6, y A6ts xix. 19. * PHn. Jib. v. cap. 19. 

• Pomp. Mela. lib. i. cap. 17. b Strabo, lib. xiv. p. 437. 

(L) Among others, we find words, and incoherent fen- 

X>ne of Vcfpafian, with this re- tences, which fuj)erftitious bi- 

iiiarkableinfcription:E<I>E!£mN gets ufed to write on their 

XlPnTON KLIAT: THL IEPAS girdles, and even imprint oh 

KAI ATTONOMOT. their feet, and other parts of 

(M) By the Ephefian let- their bodies* 
ters were meant certain obfcure 

9L 3 applied 
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Colonies applied thcmfclves very early to navigation, having fouii<f« 
founded bi ed, according to Pliny, eighty, according to Seneca % 
the MiUfi' three hundred and eighty colonies, in different parts of the 
•*'• world. The city itfelf was no lefs famous for a temple, 

and oracle of Apollo, furnamed Didymseus, than for the 
temple of wealth and number of its citizens. This temple was 
jil>olio Di' burnt by Xerxes ; but rebuilt by the Milefians to fuch an 
djfmaue. immenfe fize, that it was accounted the greateft in the 
world, being equal in compafs, as Strabo attefts, to a 
village; it remained uncovered, but was Turrounded with 
a thick grove, in which the priefts dwelt, who ferved the 
temple. Pliny places this temple and grove at a hun- 
dred and fifty-eight furlongs from the city ; but Strabo 
fays, that it ftood near the walls. Our modern travellers 
tell us, that there are ftill large ruins of the temple to be 
feen ; but that the town is reduced to' a few ftiepherds 
cottages. Near Miletus ftood Mount Latmos, where the 
moon, as the poets feigned, made her private vifits to En- 
dymion. Thales, one of the feven wife men of Greece, 
and the firft who foretold an eclipfe of the filn, was born 
in this city, and thence furnamed the Milefian, to dif- 
tingui(h him from a famous lyric poet bearing the fame 
name. 

Miletus was in a moft flourifliing condition in the time 
of Darius Hyftafpis, and accounted the ornament of Ionia, 
Domefiic as Herodotus informs us **, though it had been ftrangfily 
troubles in affli£le(l with dbmeftic troubles for two generations before, 
Miieius, and almoft reduced to the laft extremities. Their differ- 
ences were at laft conipofed, as the fame writer informs 
us *, by the Parians, whom they had chofen from among 
all the Greeks for that purpofc. Thafe, arriving at Mile- 
tus, and obferving that the fields round the city lay, in 
great part. Uncultivated, told the inhabitants they dc- 
ligned to furvey their whole country ; which they did acr 
cordingly, writing down the name of the owner, wher- 
ever they faw, in that defolate country, any portion of 
How com- land well cultivated. After ^ they had thus viewed the 
pfedhythe whole territory, and found hut a very fmall part of it well 
. Parians. j^gpt, they returned to the city ; and, having called an af- 
fembly, put the government into the hands of thoie, 
whofe lands they had found in good condition, not doubtr 
ing but they would adminiftei the public affairs with the 
fame care which they had taken of their own* They 

c Seneca de Confolat. ad Albinam. ^ Herodot. lib. v. cap. 

»S, 29. c Idem ibid. f 

ftriaiy 
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ftrldlj enjoined the reft of the Milcfians, whoj till that 
time, had been rent into parties and faftions, to obey 
the magiftrates they iiad appointed ; and, in this manner, 
reformed the ftate of the city, which thenceforth daily in- 
creafed in wealth and power. 

In the time of Pfammiticus, king of Egypt, a colony of 
Mileiians fettled in that country, and built a wall, as 
Strabo tells us, called by the Egyptians the Milefian wall ^ Maintain a 
We may judge of the wealth, power, and flouriihing long war 
eondition of Miletus in thofe days, from the long and ex- againftthg 
penGve war which they maintained againft Gyges, Ardyes, ly^iaf 
Sadyattes, and Alyattes, kings of Lydia, without being 
affifted by any of the lonians, except the Chians, whom 
they had fupportcd againft the Erythrseans. In what man-> 
ner this war was carried on, and how Alyattes was, at 
laft, obliged to fue for peace, we have already related. 
After the defeat of Croefus, and taking of Sardis, all the 
lonians fent ambaflador^ to Cyrus, offering to fubmit to 
him on the fame terms which had been granted to them 
by Croefus ; but that prince, rejefting the propofals of 
the others, admitted the Milefians alone on the terms^of 
their former agreement with the Lydians. By this indul- 
gence of Cyrus> Miletus flouriAied above all the cities of 
Ionia, till it fell into the hands of Hyftixus and Arifta-* Miletus 
goras, who brought ruin not only on their own country, '^^^^if ^ 
but on all Ionia ; for Miletus was befieged, taken, and ^-^ " 
laid in afhes, by the Perfians, whom they had provoked, * • 
and the inhabitants transferred firft to Sufa, and then to 
Ampse, a city on the Red Sea, not far from the mouth of 
the Tigris. The Athenians were fo grieved at their mif- 
fortune, that they mourned and fhed tears when "they firft 
heard it, in the fame manner as if the like calamity had 
happened to Athens itfelf ; and, fome time after, one 
Phrynicus, a dramatic poet, having written a tragedy on 
the deftru£tion of Miletus, the whole theatre burft into 
tears when it was exhibited ; and the magiftrate fined the 
author in a thoufand drachmas, for renewing the memory 
of a misfortune M^hich they looked upon as their own ^ 
ordering, at the fame time^ that the piece (hould never 
more be afted «. 

The Perfians, having thus utterly ruined Miletus,, and 
tranfplanted the inhabitants, referved for themfelves the 
lands about the town, and level country ; but beftowed 
the hilly, and lefs fruitful parts, on the Carlans of Pedieis* 

f Strabo, lib. xvii«p« 551. tHerodot. lib. xvL cap* 18 k%t» 
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This misfortune bcfcl Miletus fix years after the revolt o^ 

Ariilagoras, in the reign of Darius Hyftafpis ; and bad 

been long before foretold, if we believe Herodotus, bjF 

^kiM'tU' the oracle of Apollo Didymseus. Hpwever, the Mile- 

JUans re- fians were fufFered afterwards to return, and rebuild their 

buiidthiir ^j^y . which they did in a different place from that of the 

''^* former, as >ye conjefture from the predidion of Thales,, 

related by Plutarch ^ 5 for that philofopher defired his 

body might be buried in an abando^ied and folitary place^ 

at fomc diftance from the city \ faying, that it would^. 

one day, become the marketrplace of the Milefians, The 

inhabitants never afterwards recovered their former power i 

for we find them, eight years before the Peloponnefian 

war, contending with the Samians for the fov^reignty of 

Priene, and obliged to call in the Athenians to their aflift-! 

ance ; for which piece of fervipe they fided with them in 

the Peloponnefian war, till they were perfuaded by Alci-i 

biades, then in banifhment, to join the Lacedaemonians ^ 

In the time of Cyrus the younger they attempted ta 

fhake off the Perfian yoke, and join that prince againfthi^ 

brother Ariaxerxes •, but Tiffaphernes, governor of that 

RiJuced by province, having timely notice of their defign, put fome 

the Per' of the chief confpirators to death, baniftied others, and 

'n^^vJr ' ^^educed the city to a miferable ftate of flavery. At the 

but treated famous peace of Antalcidas, it was given up to the Per- 

hindly by fians, and remained fubjeA to them till the time of Alex- 

Alixander ander, who reftored them to their ancient liberty, although 

^h^R* they had (hut their gates againft him, and did not fubmit 

mans ^^ reduced to the laft extretnities ^. By the Romans they 

were treated very kindly, and fuffered to enjoy their frce^ 

dom, efpecially under the emperors. 

The Milefians, like the other flates of Ionia, when free 
from a foreign yoke, were often reduced to a miferable 
tyrants of ft^te of flavery by tyrants of their own, who governed 
MiUtus. them with an arbitrary fway, anvl made them feel all the 
^vils of a foreign fubjeflion. The firft, who ufurped thiii 
power over their fellow-citizens, were Thoas and Dama*- 
Jenor, who, as Plutarch informs us *, filled the city with 
blood and ilaughter, and fpared none but fuch as fub- 
mitted to their ufurped authority. Thefe being deftroyedji 
or driven out, Thrafyhulus fei^ed the fovereignty, which 
he maintained to his death. In his time, and by his 
■ means, an end was put to the war, which had been, for 

*» Plutarch, in Solon. i Thucyd. lib. i. iv. viii. k Strab, 

\\\>» xiv* d Pl^t* in Alexandre. ^ Plutarch, in Ptolem. 

n^any 
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many years, carried on between the Lydians and Mile<« 
iians. He was fo famous for his prudence in the adminif- 
tration of public affairs, that molt of the petty tyrants of 
Greece courted his friendihip, and governed .themfelves, 
in their unjuft ufurpation, by his advice. Among thefe, 
Periander, tyrant of Corinth, is faid to have difpatched a 
mefienger to him, to enquire what methods he had pur-* 
fuedin fo fettling his authority among the Miie(ians, that « 
none of the citizens entertained any thoughts of {baking 
off the yoke which he had impofed upon them. Thrafy- 
bulus» unwilling to fend an anfwer, either in writing or 
by word of mouth, tpok the ilave into a corn-field, and 
there, as it were by way of amufement, ftruck off all the 
cars of corn that overtopped the reft. Then he fent back 
the meffenger without any anfwer. Periander underftood 
the hint J put all thofe to death whofe over-grown power 
gave him any umbrage, and thereby enjoyed, without dif«» 
turbance, the authority he had ufurped"*- Upon the 
death of Thrafybulus feveral other tyrants rofe up, men- 
tioned by Herodotus", Plutarch, and other writers'. 
Among thefe, the moft famous in hiftory are Hyftiaeus and 
Ariftagoras, who, in attempting to ihale off the yoke of 
the Perfian kings, by whom they were fupported, brought 
utter deftru£^ion upon all the Greek colonies in Ada, a$ 
we have related at length in the hiftory of Perfia. In the 
time of Antiochus II. king of Syria, we read of one Ti« 
marchus reigning in Miletus, and pra£ti(ing great cruel<^ 
ties on the citizens, till he was driven out by that prince^ 
who was, on that account, honoured by the Milefians with 
the furname of Theos, or God^> Miletus gave birth to 
the celebrated philofophers Anaximander, Anaximenes^ 
and Thales. The iflands of Chios and Samos were like*-^ 
wife inhabited by the lonians, and belonged to their con« 
federacy. But we (hall have occafion to (peak of them ia 
the hiftory of the Greek iflands. 

JEolis, fo called from the JEolians, who fettled in this Diferipthn 
part of Afia, extended, according to Strabo^, from the tfJEoU^.- 
promontory Le£tus to the river Hermus, and contained 
the following cities : Cyme, Lariffa, Neonticfaus, Tenus, 
Cylla, Notium, ^giroeffa, Pitane, ^gaea, Myrina, andj 
in more ancient times, Smyrna, which, as we have re- 
lated above, was taken from the iEolians by the lonians* 

wPolyaen. lib. vi. Zonar. torn. ii. Frontin. lib. ii. cap. 15. n He- 
rod«t. lib. iv. v. vi. « Tzetzes Chiliad. 3 i^ 9. Probusin MiU 

tiad. p Appian in Syriac, Prolog, in Trogum, lib. xicvi, 

a Strabo, lib. xiii. P. 423* 
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Thcfe are the eleven ancient cities of ^olis mentioned by 
Citifs in Herodotus '. Cyme ftood on the fea-coaft, and was the 
4^«/i/. laft of the maritime cities of ^olis towards Ionia. La* 
rifTa belongs properly to Tioas, and is placed by Stra])o 
between Achaeom and Colonw. In former times jSloIis 
comprehended all Troas, and extended , along the coaft, 
ffQm Ionia to the Propontis. Neontichus, or Neon-Tichos, 
fe mentioned by Thucydides ' as (ituate in the country of 
the Apodotii who were a peci^Ua'r tribe of ^olians, in-i 
habiting the fea-coaft. Ten^s, called alfo Temnos, is 
placed by Pliny at the mouth, of the Hermus ; but by all 
other geographers, in the inland parts of ^olis. Cylla 
Was a colony of the iEolians, on the fea-coaft of Myfia. 
Notium ftood on the fea-fide, about two miles from Cilo- 
phon ', and was, in after-ages, fubjeft to the Colophonians. 
Authors do not agree about the precife fituation of -Sgi- 
roeffa, fome pfecing it on the coaft, and others at a great 
diftance from the fea* Pitane was a confiderable town, 
not far from the mouth of the piyer Caicus. The inhabi-^ 
tants of this city are faid to have had the art of making 
bricks that floated, like wood, upon the water, ^gsea, 
or -^gse, bordered on the territo/y of Cyme, and fe cooat-> 
cd, by Strabo, among the Mediterranean cities of iEoli^. 
Myrina, the moft ancient city of all ^olis, ftood on the 
coaft, and ha4 a very fafe and capacious harbour. It was, 
in after-ages, called Sebaftopolis, in honour of Auguftus^ 
To thefe Pliny, Strabo, and Pomponius Mela, add Gry-i 
nium and Elaea. The former was about forty furlongs difc 
tant from Myrina, and famous for a temple and grove 
confecrated to Apollo ; whence the furname of Grynaeus 
is often given by the poets to that deity. The latter, which 
was the port of Pergamus, and the birth-place of Zeno 
the philofopher, ftood near the mouth of the Caicus \ 
Cyme, or, as others write it, Cuma, was the metropoUs 

• ot all jEolis. 

J>QrU. Doris, properly fo called, was that large promontory of 

Caria, which runs into the fea oppofite the ifland of Tclos. 
Citiis in The chief cities of Doris were, H^icarnaflTus, formerly 
J>9ru, the capital of Caria, and famous »for the maufoleum, or 
tomb, built by queen Artemifia, in honour of her huf- 
band Maufolus, which was of fo noble a ftrudure, that 
the ancients looked upon it as one of the wonders of the 
world. This city gave birth to the two celebrated hifto- ' 

• ' Herodot. lib. i. cap. 149. » Thucyd. lib. viii. . « J^iv. 
lib. xxxvii. « Strabo, )ib. xiii. 
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ft^lns Herodotus and Dionyfius, and to the poets Hera* 
(ditus and Callimachus. It ftood between the Ceramic 
and lafian bays, and was reckoned one of the ftrongeft 
cities of Afia \ It is now a heap of ruins^ and known by 
the name of Nefi. Cnidus ftood on the fea called Trio- 
pium, having, on the north, the Ceramic, or, as others 
call it, the Ceraui\ian bay, and on the fouth the Rho* 
dian fea. This city was formerly famous for the Venus 
of Praxiteles ; and, as Venus was the tutelar goddefs of 
the place, (he is thence often ftyled by the poets, the Cni- 
dian goddefs. Lindus, I^lyfus, and Camirus, were, like- 
wife, cities of the Dorians, as Herodotus inforpis us ^, 
but we find nothing relating to them worth mentioning. 

That the lonians, Dorians, and iEolians, who fettled 
in Afia Minor, were Greek nations, is not to be doubted. 

As to their migration, it is faid by all chronologers, 
except Eufebius and his followers, to have happened a 
hundred and forty years after the taking of Troy, and fixty 
after the return of the Heraclidae into Peloponnefus ; that 
is, about feven hundred and ninety-four before the Chrif« 
tian xra. The ^olic migration preceded the Ionic about 
fifty-two years, and that of the Dorians was pofterior to 
the Ionic near feventy. 

The lonians, ^olians, and Dorians, were at firft go- neirg$. 
¥cmed by kings, and divided into many petty kingdoms, v^»«««r. 
the monarchical form of government prevaling^ at the 
time of their migration, all over Greece. Befides, Hero- 
dotus, tells us, in exprefs terms, that fome of the lonians 
chofe only Lycian kings, of the race of Glaucus ; others, 
fuch only as were fprung from Codrus y and that fome in- 
differently raifed to the throne princes of either of thefe 
families ' : but the a£kions and even the names of their 
kings are buried in oblivion. Monarchy' gave way to a 
republican government, which was fettled in almoft all 
the Greek cities of Afia Minor, each of them being go- 
verned by their own laws, and independent of each other. > 
However, in mod of thefe dates fome private citizens, 
without any right to the throne, either by birth or ele£lion, 
endeavoured to advance themfelves to it by cabal, trea- 
chery, and violence, facrificing to their own fecurity all 
thofe whom merit, rank, and zeal for liberty, or love of 
their country, rendered obnoxious to them. It was this 
cruel and inhuman treatment that rendered thefe ufurpers 

X Anian. lib. i. Expedit. Alexand. 7 Herodot. lib. i. cap. 

144. * Herodot. lib", i* cap* 147. 
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fo odious to the people^ and furniibed fuch ample matt^- 
for the declamation of or^tors^ and the tragical repre* 
fentations of the theatre. 

The Ionians> on their arrival in Afia, divided them-- 

felves into twelve fmall {tates> or cantons^ having been 

thus divided^ while they inhabited Plenoponnefus; as were 

afterwards the Achaeans, who drove them out. Of thefc 

twelve ftates confided the Ionian confederacy, fo ofteQ 

mentioned by the ancients. The chief and moft power-r 

ful city of the whole confederacy was Mtktus. To thofe 

we have already defcribed, 1 hucydides adds the cities of 

the iflands of Lemnos and Imbros % and Velieius ^9 thofe 

of DeloSf Faros, Andros, Tenos; which were all, ac-? 

cording to that writer, peopled by the lonians. Some of 

the cities we have mentioned werp built by the lonians ^ 

others they poffeffed themfelves of, after driving out the 

ancient proprietors* As ,they brought no women with 

them out of Greece, they forced thofe of Caria away from 

their parents, putting to death fuch of their relations a^ 

oppofed them : in revenge of which violence and cruelty 

the Carian women bound themfelves by an oath, which 

they tranfmitted as facred to their daughters^ never to take 

any repaft with their hufbands, or call them by theif 

names. The lonians being thus eftabliflied in the moft 

fruitful and pleafant part of all Aiia, their number fooa 

encreafed, new adventurers joining them from other 

countries of Greece; the Abantes from Eubcea, who 

had nothing in common with the lonians, were no io"* 

confiderable part of this colony ; the Mynian Orchomeni* 

ans, the Cadmseans, Dryopians, and Moloffians, with the 

Pelafgians of Arcadia, the Dorians, Epidaurians, and 

many others of the feveral ftates of Greece, were, as He* 

xodotus informs us ^, intermixed with the Athenians^ who 

were fent by the Prytanaean council. 

The latter, who were true and genuine lonians, as de« 
riving their original from Athens, built a temple, Mrhich 
from themfelves they called the Pan Ionium. The priv 
vileges of this place they communicated to no other Ioni» 
ans s neither did others ever defire to be admitted, except 
the Smyrn^eans, moft of them being aihamed of the name 
of lonians, that people having foon degenerated from the 
virtue of their anceftors, and given themfelves up to all 
manner of vice. The Pan* Ionium was a facred place on 
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i\it proihantory of Mycale^ dedicated by the loniaii con« 
federacy to Nepftane, furname Helicotiiti^ Here the lo-^ 
nians met, to perform folemn exercifes in honour of that 
deity, and to hold their general afiembliee. This fefliival 
was peculiar to the Athenian lonians i but the Apaturian 
folemnity (N) was common to all thofe of the Ionian 
name, except the Ephefians and Colopbonians, whower^ 
deluded, under pretence of a murder committed in thei# 
cities. 

The Dorians, on their arrival in AGa, formed them- TheDorU 
folves into fix independent ftates, or fmall republics, ansform 
tirhich were confined within the narrow bounds of fo many ^^ ^^^ 
cities ; thefe were Lindus, lalyfus, Camirus, Cos, Cni- ^^* Jf ' 
dus, and Halicamafius* Other cities in that tra£k, which 
was from them called Doris, belonged to their confeder- 
acy ; but the inhabitants of thefe alone, as true and ge- 
nuine Dorians, were admitted into their temple at Triope, 
inhere they exhibited folemn games in honour of Apollo 
Triopius. The pri^eS were tripods of brafs, which the 
▼idors were obliged to confecrate to Apollo, and leave in 
the temple on an altar of gold. When Agaficles of Hali- UaUear* 
tamaffus won the prize, he tranfgrefied this cuftom, and najfus wkf 
carried the tripos to his own houfe : wherefore the city of ixcludtd 
Halicarnaflus was ever afterwards excluded from the Do- f^°^^ 
Han confederacy ; fo that the Dorians were, from that ^^y ^^ 
time, known by the name of the five cities *. 

The jSolians were divided, like the loniahs and Dori- *rhi JEvtt"^ 
ans, into fmall ftates, or cantons, independent of each ans dinfid" 
other, but united in one common confederacy. Tbeypof* '^ ^'i"^ 
fcfied, at firft, twelve cities ; but Smyrna, as we have re- flaiesinto 
lated above, was taken from them by the lonians of Co- fe*uerid. 
lophan : their country was of greater extent than that of cantons. 
tbe lonians, but far inferior to it in all other refpefts, 
Ionia being, in the opinion of Herodotus^ the moll ' 

4 Herodot. Kb. i. capi 144. 

(]^) Some writers tell us, feftival had its name from the 

that the Apaturian feilival was Greek word airaTo^^ ; that is, 

fo called, from the Greek word nxjithout fathen^ m a civil 

mrftTo^ia, becaufe upon that fetlfe, it not being, till that fo« 

folemnity, children aecom- kmnity, publicly recorded to 

paaied their fathers, to have whom they belonged. The 

their namea eniered ixxco the Apatuna was celebra&ed in the 

public regiiler. Others are of month Pyanepfion, and laded 

opinion, that the Apaturian three days (i)« 

(x) AthensBus lib. iv« 
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inxitivi and agreeable region of all Afia. The Dorianl^ 
befides the cities which belonged to them on the cond' 
nent^ poflefied five in the ifland df Lefbos, one, in Tene-: 
dos, and another in the Hundred IflandSf which we fhaii 
have occafion to fpeak of in a more proper places Thus 
the Greek ftates in Afia were governed in the fame man-i 
ner as thofa in Europe, forming three different confede- 
racieSf of which the cities were governed by their own 
laws, and the three different confederacies by their re= 
fpe£tive general aflemblies^ or diets/ 

The religion and laws of the Greek colonies in Afia 
were the fame with thofe of Greece. Their principal 
deities were Ceres, Apollo^ Diana, and Neptune. The 
lonians, who came from Athens, celebrated, every fiftb 
year, the mvjleries of Ceres Eleufina; which we have al« 
ready defcribed. The Milefians worfhipped Apollo BU 
dymaeus as their tutelary god ; whence he was likewife 
called Apollo Milefius. Near the city of Miletus was a 
famous oracle of Apollo, called the oracle of ApoUo Di-' 
dymaeus, and alfo the oracle of the Branchidse ; the for- 
mer denomination it had from Apollo, or the Sun, who 
was fumamed Didymseus, as Macrobius informs us % from 
the double light imparted by him to mankind ; the one 
dire£ily from his own body, and the other by refie£Uofi 
from the moon : the latter appellation was given both to 
the oracle, and to Apollo himfelf, who was called Bran- 
chides, from one Branchus, the reputed fon of Macarets, 
but begotten, as was believed, by Apollo. This oracle 
was, as we are aflured by Herodotus, very ancient, and 
the bcft of all the Grecian oracles, except that of Delphi*. 
In the time of ihe Perfian war the temple was burnt down 
to the ground, being betrayed to the Barbarians by the 
branchidse, or priefts, who had the care of it. Xerxes, 
in requital of their fervice, allowed them to fettle and 
build a city in a remote part of Afia, where they thought 
themfelves out of the reach of their angry countrymen. 
But their treachery did not efcape condign punifhnient^ for 
Alexander, having conquered Darius, and pdfleflcd hin\- 
felf of all Afia, utterly demoliflied their city, and put all 
the inhabitants to the fword, revenging on the children 
the treachery of their fore-fathers 5. 

An annual feaft was celebrated by the lonians. In honour 
of Diana Triclaria, to appeafe whofe wrath^ for an inceft 

e Arnob. lib. i. ^ Herodot. lib. L cap« 97, 157, & lib. f* 
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committed in her temple, men and women ufed to walk 
barefooted to it. This folemnity was iriftituted by the 
Athenians, who, till after the Trojan war, ufed annually 
to facrifice to the angry goddefs a male and a female child. 

Their trade we can only guefs at from their fituation. Trade. 
which very likely drew merchants from all the neighbour- 
ing parts to traffic in their country, as well for their own 
growth, as for foreign produdiions. Their country was 
ftocked with many ufeful commodities, and abounded in 
all things neceflary for life. They had a fafe coaft, con- 
venient harbours, and whatever may incline us to think, 
that they carried on a confiderable trade. Befides, we 
know that they were very powerful by fea, maintained 
great fleets, and planted colonies, not only in the neigh- 
bouring iflands, but even in Gaul, and beyond the Pillars 
of Hfercules. 

They foon degenerated from the valour of their ancef- CkaraSefm 
tors, and became a moft fuperftitious, effeminate, and vo- 
luptuous people, infomuch that the lonians, in the time 
of Heiodotus, were looked upon as quite unfit for any 
military fervice **. They are faid to have been the firft 
who introduced the ufe of perfumes, and garlands at 
banquets, and alfo of fweet-meats or defarts ^ Maximus 
Tyrius, fpeaking of the different afiFeftions and inclina- 
tions of the various Greek nations and colonies, tells us, 
that the Crotoniates loved the Olympic fports, the Sparti- 
ates fine armour, the Cretans hunting, the Sybarites pom- 

fious drefs, and the lonians lafcivious dances ^. The ^o- 
ians and Dorians, being planted in a lefs fruitful coun- 
try, were not fo foon debauched by the foft climate of 
Afia : they were not inferior to the European Greeks, till 
they were fubdued by the Perfians ; but, having lofl their 
liberty, they gave .themfelves up to idlenefs ; and, in a 
fiiort time, oecame unfit for a£tion, and no lefs effemi- 
nate than the other Afiatics. 

The Gieek colonies fettled in Afia enjoyed their liber- Yr. of Fl« 
ties, and lived according to their own laws, from the >7*^- 
time of their migration to the reign of-Crcefus, king of AntcChr. 
Lydia, to whofe fuperior power they were forced to fub- ^ *' 
mit, after having bafHed all the attempts of his prede- tf^^i^ ;j/a 
ceflbrs. They paid him a yearly tribute, furniftied him toty. 
with {hips and mariners in time of war, and fent their re-f Suhmii /# 

fpeftive quotas of land forces, when required 5 but, at the ^^^fi"* 

* 

^ Herodot* lib. i. cap. 143. < Valer. Max. lib. ii. Reruija 

Memorabii. k Maximus Tyrius in DifTert. Quis fit philo-> 
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fame time, were free from all oppreffion, and fufFered to 
enjoy a profound tranquility under his mild government* 
This indulgence made them oppofe Cyrus when he firft 
invadied Lydia, and rejedl the advantageous propofals of 
that prince : but, after the defeat of Crcefus, and re*- 
dudlion of Sardis, they fent ambafladors to the conqueror^ 
bifering to fubmit to him upon the fame terms which had 
been formerly granted to them by Crcefus. Cyrus having 
heard them with attention, returned an anfwer in the fot 
Cj^rus*! ««• lowing apologue : " A piper, feeing numerous flioals of 
fj;er to gQ^ jj^ jjjg f^^^ jj^^ imagining he might entice them aihore 

^kf^a/hrFr ^y ^^^ mufic, began to play ; but finding his hopes difap^ 
pointed, he threw a net into the water, and drew a great 
. many of them to the land. When he iaw the fifli leaping 
on the ground, fince you would not dance, faidhe, to my 
pipe before, you may now forbear dancing at all.** With 
this anfwer the Greek ambafladors returned home ; and, 
having communicated it to their countrymen, they re- 
folved, in a general aflembly, to fortify their cities again!! 
^f^^l '* any fudden attack, and fend ambafladors, to folicit fuc- 
dltmwi' cours from the Lacedsemonians. Pythermus, a Phocxan, 
ans \ was fent, in the name of all the Greeks in Afia 5 but the 

Spartans could by no means be prevailed upon to lend 
them any afliflance : however, they difpatched by fea 
fome of their chief men to obferve the motions of Cyrus, 
and interpofe their good offices with him, in behalf of 
their countrymen. Thefe, putting in at Phocae, fent La- 
crines, the moft confiderable pcrfon among them, to Sar* 
vfho inter- Jig, with inftruftions to acquaint Cyrus, that, if he com- 
Cyruson knitted any hoftilities againfl the Grecian cities, the re- 
their be- public of Lacedaemon would refent them as offered to her- 
kiUf. felf. Cyrus, hearing them fpeak in this ftyle, enquired of 

the Greeks about him, who the Lacedaemonians were; 
and what number of men they Could bring into the field. 
Being informed of thefe particulars, he anfwered the de- 
puty, that he was not afraid of a people, who, in the 
midft of their cities, had a place of public refort, where 
they met to impofe on each other by mutual deceits \ and 
that, if the gods preferved his life, they fliould have fuffi- 
cient caufe to be concerned for their own calamities, in- 
ftead of troubling themfelves about thofe of the Afiatics. 
Thefe words were levelled at the Greeks in general, who 
had in their cities large fquares, where they met to trader 
il cuftom unknown to the Perfians *. 

^ Herodot^ ibid« 
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Cyrns, having difmifled the Lacedsemoniati amfcafladcJ* Yr. of Fl. 
With this anfwer, left Sardis ; and, fetting out for Ecbatan, »8®4. 
fcharged Mazares, one of his lieutenants, with the re- ^^^^ ^^^^* 
dudiion of ^olis, Doris, and Ionia. Mazares, purfuant ^^* 
to his commiOTion, entering Ionia, took and deftroyeft the l/ia%ares 
city of Priene, wafted the fertile plains that were watered ordtred to 
by the Maeander, and, advancing to Magnefia, laid that reduce the 
city likewife iii aflies. From Magnefia he marched to ^ - 
Phocae ; but, before he made any attempts ypon that im- \^^^ 
portant place. He died. Upon his death Harpagus, being -., «, 
appointed to command the army in Ionia> laid fiege to ^^^^j ^^j 
Phocaea. The Phocaeans chofe rather to abandon their Teians a^ 
native country than fubmit to the Perfian yoke; and hav- bandpn 
ing J)ut their wives, children, and all their moft valuable ^^^''* ^^"*^ 
cfFefts, on board their veffels, they fet fail for the ifland of '^* 
(Chios, leaving the Perfians in poflcflion of an empty city. 
The example of the Phocseans was followed by the Teians, - 
who, after Harpagus had made himfelf mafter of their * 
walls, weiit on board their fliips, and conveyed themfelves 
and their families tp Thrace, wnere they fettled in the 
city of Abdera, which had been founded by the Greeks of. 
the Ionian confederacy, under the condufl: of Timefius, a 
native of Clazomenae. 

The other cities of Ionia were all reduced by Harpagus, The other 
and likewife the Dorians, -^olians, and all the inhabit- cities of 
iants of the Upper Afia, except the Milefians, who, dif- J^niare^ 
trufting their own ftrength, and that of the lonians, had ^ p ^ 
made a fejparatc peace with* Cyrus, and, by a timely fub- a^j^ 
miflion^ obtained the fame terms which had beer) formerly 
granted them by Croefus. The rapidity of thefe conquefts 
ftruck the iflanders with fuch terror, that they all fub- 
mitted. Thus all the Greek ftates, both in the iflands, and 
on the continent of Afia, were a fecond time conquered, 
and forced to live, linder the Pdrfian monarchs, in a ftate 
of greater fubjeftion and dependency, than they had ever 
felt before *. In the reigri of Darius Hyftafpis, they made 
an attempt towards the recovery of their ancient liberty, 
and maintained a war againfl; the whole power of the 
Perfian monarchy for the fpace of fix years ; but were 
again, notwithftanding their utmoft efforts, brought under 
fubjeftion, and punifhed with great fevcrity by the haughty 
conqueror, for endeavouring to regain' the rights which 
they had been unjuftly deprived of. But of this war, and 
the many calamities which it drew upon the Greek ftates 

" Herodot. ubi fupra. 
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in Afia Minof, we have already given a particular atK^ 
diftinft account in the hiftdry or Perfia. 

The lonians affiftcd Xerxes in his expedition, againft 
Athens with a hundred (hips. As the king had under-' 
taken this, to be revenged on the Athenians for having fent 
fome {hips to the aiHlance of the lonians, when they at- 
tempted to (hake off the Perfiatt yoke, Themiftocles, who 
commanded the Athenian fleet, imagined that the' lonians 
ferved in this expedition againft their will, and might 
therefore be eafily prevailed upon te defert the Per- 
fians, and join their ancient allies and countrymen. But 
as no opportuiiity offered of conferring with them, or 
fending meflTengers, he faHed in perfon to the place 'svhere 
they ufed to take in frefh water, and there engraved on- 
the rocks the following words : **^ Men of Ionia, you are 
guilty of a heinous crime in fighting againft your fathers, 
and helping to enflave Greece : refolve therefore to come 
over to us ; or withdraw your forces from the enemy, and 
perfuade the Carians to imitate your example. But if 
both ihefe ways are imprafticable, and you find yourfelves 
under an abfolute neceffity of continuing- in the Perfian 
fleet, favour us at leafl: when we come to an engagement > 
and remember, that you are not only defcended from us, 
but are the original caufe of the Barbarian'is enmity againft 
us/' The lonians, coming afliore next day as ufual, 
read, on the rocks, the invitation of Themiftocles> and re- 
folved to comply with it \ purfuant to which reiblution, 
when the two fleets engaged, the lonians, iijitead of fall- 
ing upon the Athenians, tacked about and made to fea. 
Their flight, which was foon followed by that of the Phoe- 
nicians, contributed not a little to the famous vidlory 
gained by the Athenians at Salamis ^ Diodorus Siculus 
tell us, that the lonians, by means of a certain Samian^ 
gave private notice to the Athenians of all that paffed in 
the enemy's fleet, affuring them, that ai foon as the batdc 
was joined, they would defert the Barbarians **. This inti* 
mation fo encouraged the Greeks, before difheartened, that 
they attacked the rerfian fleet, contrary to their former 
determinations, and gained that viftory which is fo famou^' 
in hiftoryP. 

The fame ftra|:agem was ufed by Leutychides, com- 
mander of the GreeK fleet, before the battle of Mycalc. 
The lonians, Dorians, jiEolians, and the inhabitants of 
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tne iflaiidsj made no fmall part of the Perfian army, which 
was drawn up along the fhore, in order' to prevent the 
Greeks froiii making a defcent into the country. Leuty- 
chides therefore, ftdndirig in to the fhore as near as he 
could, ordered a herald to fpeak thus to the loniaris in his 
harae : " Men of loiiia^ hearken with attention to my 
words; for the Perfians will not undefftand the advice I 
give you : when the battle begins, every one of you 
ought, in the firft placd, to remember liberty ; and, in the 
next, that the word agreed upon is Hebe. If any of you 
hear me not, let thofe who hear inform the reft." Thefe 
words had fuch an effefl: on the Greeks, that, in the heat . 
of the engagement, they deferted the Perfians, and joined 
their countrymen ; a circumftance which occafioned the 
total overthrow of the Perfian army. Before the engage- 
ment, the Perfian gienerals iiad appointed the Milefians 
to guard the pafles leading to the eminences of Mycale, 
that they might havd a fafe retreat, in cafe they were put 
to flight, and guides to condufl: therii over the mountains, 
the Milefians }>eing well acquainted with the country ; but 
they, afting quite contrary to their orders, brought back, 
by other Ways, to the enemy, fuch as fled ; by which 
means few Perfians efcaped the Daughter of that day ^. 

Thus the Afiatic Grfeeks revolted a fecond time front 
the Perfians ; and their behaviour, on this occafion, was 
fo pleafing to the Lacedaemonians, that they were for The Lace- 
Iranfplanting them out of Afia into Greece 5 for they were ^^ffnonians 
trell apprifed, that, if the lonians continued in Afia, they f^^'^^fV*- 
would be iii pdrpetual alafms from an enemy, who far ff^ jifiatic 
excelled thenl in ftrength, arjd was near to them : where- Unians in" 
as their friends, who were at a great diftance, could not to Greece. 
be afGftant to them fo Opportunely, and at fuch feafons as 
their neceflity might require. The Peloponnefians pro- 
pofed to drive thofe nations out of Greece, which had 
fided with the Perfians, and to beftow their territories 
and.efl:ates on the lonians. Upon thefe promifes, the 
lonians and Cohans were preparing to convey themfelves, 
and their effefts, into Europe; but the Athenians per- Tkepropi* 
fuaded them to remain in Afia, faithfully pfomifing to af- falnot ap- 
fift them, on all occafions, to the utmoft of their power, proved of 
The Athenians were afraid, that, if the lonians fliould ^^-^^"^f 
fettle in Europe by the conimon concurrence of the 
Greeks, they would not, for the future, own Athens as 
their metropolis, and place of their original. The Pelo- 
ponnefians readily yielded to the Athenians $ and the 

, 9 Herodot, lib. ix. cap. 97, 
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lonians (ictermincd not to remove out of Afia'. fipl! 

upon the conclufion of the peace between the Greeks aiid 

All the Perfiansy which happened in the reign of Attaxerxes^ 

9^^jt^^^^ one of the articles, fworn to by both parties, was, that all 

*I»n^/nf(f. ^^^ Greek Rates of Afist fhould be made free, and allowed 

to live atccording to therr own laws '/ 
Ththnians The lonians, being thus delivered from the Perfian 
treated by yoke, entered into an alliance with the Athenians, who 
the Atheni' came, by degrees, to treat them as fubje£ls rather than 
lih'fubieSs ^^^^^s, obliging them to contribute to all the charges of 
than aUies, the Pelopbftnefian war, ho' otherwife than if they had faeeft 
their vaffals i nay, Euphemus, who was fent, in the time 
of the Pelopotinefian war, to draw the Camarinaeans into an 
alliance with Athens, owned, that the Athenians had 
fubjugated both the lonians and iflanders, for having 
joined, faid he, the Perfians againft their mother-city. 
This was but a poor pretence, fince the vi£iory, which 
the Athenians gained at Salamis, was, in great meafure, 
owing to the lonians,* and other Greeks, who ferved on 
board the Perfian fleet. In the reign of Artaxerxes Mne- 
lifion, we find them again fubjefit to the Perfiaiis, and go- 
verned by TiflTaphernes, from whom they Tevolted to^ 
'fhelr va- Cyrus the younger. Upon the death of Cyrus, they fent 
riousfor- ambafTadors to the Lacedaemonians, imploring their af- 
tune,'to the fidance and proteftion againft Tiflaphernes, who was re- 

^Mixluder ^^^^^^Z \^ ^'^^ government, at the head of a numerous . 
* army, with a defign to punifli them for their revolt. The 
Lacedaemonians, having now ended the long war with the 
Athenians, feized this opportunity of breaking again 
with the Perfians ; and fent firft Thymbro, after him 
Dercyllidas, and laftly Agefilaus, their king, to invade the 
Perfian provinces in Afia, where they made great con- 
quefts, and would have endangered the whole empire, 
had not Darius, by diftributing large fums anfiong the 
leading men in Greece, found means to rekindle the war* 
there ; which obliged the Lacedaemonians to recall their 
king, and conclude a peace with the Perfians, equally 
difadvantageous and difhonourable to the Grecian name; 
for one of the articles was, that all the Greek cities itt 
Afia Ihould be fubjeft to the king of Perfia, and, beCdcSf 
the iflands of Cyprus and .Clazomenae. Thus were all 
the Greeks, fettled in Afia, with the utmoflr injuftice and 
bafenefs, given up to the Perfians % whofe yoke they bore, 
till they were delivered by Alexander, who reftored all the 

♦ Diodor. Sic. lib. xi. cap. 4. p. a6i. » Thucyd. lib. u 

t Xcnoph. AvaCa*-. lib. i, Diodor, iib.xiv. Plutar. in Agefil. 

Greeks 
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Greeks in' AGa to the enjoyment of their ancient right? 
and privileges ". 

After the death of Alexander, as they had neither andfrvm 
ftrength nor courage to defend themfelves, they fell under ^w timt 
the power of the kings of Syria, and continued fubjcft to ^''^^1"^ 
them, till the Romans, after having delivered Greece ^' J /}^^ 
from the oppreffions of Philip, king of Macedon, obliged 
Antiochus III. furnamed the Great, to grant the fame 

- liberty to the Greek colonies in Afia, which they had 
procured for the Greek ftates in Europe '^. Being thus 
again reinftated in their ancient rights, moft of the free 
cities entered into an alliance with Rome, and enjoyed 
fuch liberty as the Romans ufed to grant 5 till they were 
again brought under fubjedlion by the famous Mithridates, 
king of Pontus, whom they joined againft the Romans, 
partly out of fear, and partly out of hatred to Rome, 
By his order they maflacred, without diftinftion, all the 
Romans and Italians, whom trade, or the falubcity of the 
climate, had drawn into Afia* On^this occafion the Ephe- 
fians diftinguiflied themfelves above the reft, not fufFering 
even their famous temple of Diana tp be ^n afylum (to 
fuch Romahs as fled to it. However, their ready com- 
pliance with the inhuman orders of Mithridates did not 
exempt them from the moft tyrannical oppreffion. No 
wonder then that, upon Sylla*3 arrival in Afia, they aban- 
doned Mithridates, and declared for the Romans, as they 
had formerly deferted the Romans to fide with Mithridates. 
Ephefus was the firft that revolted \ and the example of 
that metropolis was foon followed by Smyrna, Colophon, 
Sardis, Trallis, Hypaepene, and Mefopolis. The revolt 
of thefe cities made the king change his conduft : in 
hopes of keeping the Greek cities fteady in his intereft, 
and fupporting his faftion on the coafts of Afia, he re- 

. ftored all the Greeks to the full enjoyment of their liber- 
ties, declaring, that even the flaves fhould have their 
fhare of this univerfal freedom \ But they did not long 
enjoy the liberty, which the king, out of a felfifli policy, 
bellowed upon them. Sylla, having routed the feveral 
armies of Mithridates, and reduced all the Lefler A£a, 
revenged on the Afiatics the death of fo many thoufand 
Romans, whom they had inhumanly murdered, by do- 
priving them of their liberty, and laying fuch heavy taxes 
and fines on their' cities, as reduced them to beggary, 

« Herodot. lib. xvii. cap. s. Arrian. lib. lii. ^ Li v. lib. 

|i)»v. cap« 16. ' Appian. in Mithridat* 
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The city of Ephcfus was treated with moll fevcrity, Sylla 
having fufFered his foldiers to live there at difcretion, and 
oUiged the inhabitants to pay every officer fifty drachmas, 
?ind every foldier fixteen denarii a-day. The whole fum^ 
which the revoked cities of Afia paid Sylla, amounted to 
twenty thoufand talents, that iis, three millions eigh? 
hundred and feventy-five thoufand pounds fterling 5 for 
the raifing of which they were forced to fell not only 
their moveables, but even a great part of their lands ^. 
This was a moft fatal blow to Afia } nor did the inhabi-; 
t^nts ever after recover their ancient fplcndor, notwith- 
Handing the favour (hewn them by many of the emperors, 
under whofe protection they enjoyed fome (hew of li- 
berty. 
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APPENDIX to the GRECIAN HISTORY. 

4^ account of the famous retreat of the Ten Thoufand 
Greeks, under the Conduct of Xenophon^ commonly 
Jlyled Xenophon^s Retreats 

length 'TPHIS celebrated tranfaftion, which was a march of 
of their '*' two thoufand three hundred and twenty-fiive miles, 
march, the longeft we read of in hiftory, through the territories 
of a powerful and viftorious enemy, and under all the 
dangers and difficulties that can be imagined, having been 
but flightly mentioned in a former part of this work, wc 
fhall now give It to our readers, by way of appendix to 
the hiftory of Greece. It contains a long and memorable 
feries of dangers and difficulties, furmounted by an army 
of ten thoufand men, under the conduft of one of the 
moft accompliflied generals of antiquity, and tranfmitte4 
to pofterity by his own inimitable pen (O). 

The 

y Plut in Sylla. 

(O) It plainly appears, elegance ^nd fweetnefs of the 

however, that thi?work (which ftyle, univerfally allowed to be 

fcaroe out under the name of his), was not written by him 

Thcmiftogcncs, of Syracufe, immediately after his return 

and is fo quoted by Xeno- into Greece, nor in the order 

jihon (i)^ though, from the of time in which the traniac-r 

(s) Helen. Ub. ii^ 

poni 
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The reader may recoUeft the difxilal fituation in which 
«pre left this fmall number of auxiliaries^ after the battle 

of 

tions happened ; for X^ophoo treat, or Xenophon only bor^ 

had neither wife nor children rowedhis name, to avoid often- 

when he fet out upon this ^xpe- taftion, it feems, upon the 

<dition ; whereas, at the end of whole, as if fome writers had 

thi^ hiftory, where he men*- given accounts of it ; which 

tions the offerings made to not being fatisfadory to out 

J>iana (2), he takes notice of author, obli|;edthe world with 

his fon's going to hunt on the a more perted one, from fuch 

janniverfary feftival of that memoirs 9s he had taken of 

goddefs. From which we may it, the reft of whicli he might ■ 

conclude, that he muft have fupply either from his own 

wrote it at leaft twenty years memory, or by the affiftance 

after ; that is, as is commonly of thofc who had had a ihare 

^onjeftured, after his retire- in that expedition ; for Dior 

ment to Scillus, not long^fter doriis hath alio written an ac- 

the battle of Chgero;iea, which count of thofe tranfadions, but 

^as fought in the fecond year varies from him in fo many 

of the ninety -fixth Olyjnpiai particulars, that he feems to 

We cannot fuppofe him to have taken them from any au^ 

have been furnifhed with pro- thor rather than from Xeno.- 

per inftruments for making ob- phon, whofc name he doth not 

lervatipns on the fituation of fo much as mention, even 

places, on their diftance from where he had the greateft Ihare 

each other, on the courfe and of the merit ; nor, indeed, 

breadth of the rivers they eir upon any other account than 

ther crofled or coafted along ; his making war againft the 

^nd other material particular!- Thracians (4) ; whereas he 

ties of the like nature : all gives the glory of the whole 

which, joined to their being march to Cheirofophus, whom 

utter iirangers to thofe cou9* he names as the general chofen 

tries they travelled through, by the reft to condu6l it (5). 
hath proved the fource of un- Several difficulties are raifed 

furmountablcdifRculties, which about the number of para- 

we meet with in this account ; fangs, or leagues, which this 

and which have exercifed the inarch is faid to have confifted 

talents of fonae of the beft cri- of, about the diftances affigned 

tics to clear up, though, in from place to place, the pointy 

many refpe^s, to very little they fteered, and more parti- 

purpofe, as may be feen in the cularly, the time which this 

authors quoted in tl^e mar- expedition took up. The moft 

ffn (3). ' material of them will be taken - 

Whether Themiftogenes did notice of in the fequel; at 

write an account of this re- prefent it will be fuf^cient to 

(1) Lib. vii. ad (in. (3) De his vid. int. al. Hutchinfon, 

d* Ablancourtj de Li(le*s Map, de la Retraite des lo^ooo. Spelman, 
Forfter, U aJ» (4) Bibl, lib. xiv. cap. 5. (5) lb. cap. 6. 

R4 'fay^. 
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of Cunaxa, and the death of Cyrus, in whofe behalf 
they had engaged in this expedition * ; their camp pluja-t 
dered, themfelves in a victorious enemy's country, at ^ 
great diftance from their own, and expefting every mo- 
ment to feel the feve^eft efFefts of the king's refentmcnt ; 
it was in tbis extreme difficulty, that Xenophon gave fig- 
nal proofs of his bcayery and fagacity, as well as of his 
fingular eloquence, by which he not only infpired the 
defponding Greeks with courage, but perfuaded their re- 
maining chiefs to refolve upon this arduous and dangerous 
yetreat (P) 5 and, after the death of Clearchus, to appoint 

him 

2 See vol* iv. p. 199. 

fay, that the difficulties of thofe them to us, in this excellent re- 
marches, the badnefs of the lation ; yet oar £ngii(h readers 
roads, and their ignorance of will not be difpleafed to fee 
the countries through which a fpecimen or two of it, that 



they travelled, might eafily 
deceive them, and make "them 
believe each journey longer 
than it really was. It ought 
alfo to be obferved, that our 
author mentions feveral rivers, 
town?, and even people, which 
we can find no account of in 
any other : and of which it is 
impoflible to form any conjec- 
ture, unlefs we were better ac- 
quainted with thole countries 
than we really are, notwith- 
jflanding the great helps we 
have fince had from modern 
travellers, and geographers, as 
the reader may plainly fee, by 



they may the -better judge of 
the refl. He tells us, That, 
upon his revolving within him- 
felf the defperate condition qf 
the Greek army, on the deatii 
of feveral of their beft officers', 
and the little care that was 
taken, by thofe that fprvived, 
for the prefervation of tbei^ 
troops, he at once roufed him- 
felf, with a foliloquy, to this 
efFea : «< Do I ftay for the 
coming of a new general from 
Greece to command us ? or do 
1 wait for years to undertake it 
myfelf? but in vain (hall I 
hope for the latter advantage, 



comparing the different ac- if I fuffer myfelf to betaken 
counts they have given us of by thofe Barbarians, And is 
the places they have feen (6). this a time for me to lie flum- 



(P) We are fenfible it would 
carry us too far, were we to 
give our readers all the noble 
inflances of his eloquence, and 
perfuafive talenti fuch as he 
was forced to make ufe of on 
divers preffing occafions, with 
no lefs fucceis than appla'tife, 
as he himfelf hath transmitted 



bering in my bed, when, for 
aught I know, we may be at* 
tacked by break of day ?" He 
got up, and haying ailembled 
(bme of the principal offi- 
cers, addreffed them to tbis 
eBe£t: " Sleep is quite fled 
from me, as I imagine it \% 
from you, confidering the con^ 



(6) Sec 4© Lifle's Map above quoted, Rauwolf, X^vernicr, ^^r- 
|)€rt, Tourncfort, &aJ» 

ditioq 
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IiJm their' general, and the chief conductor of it. Wha| 
ftiil inb^nces his merit is» that he had till then ferved only 

as 

4ition we are in: the enemy add perjury to theij* cruelty 
}iath, doubtlefsy by this time, and injuftice. So that we may 
got together the remains of engage in the prefent war with 
their arrny^ but what prepara- confidence, fince the gods are 
tions have we made to oppofe on our fide. Others of our - 
their fury ? Should our remiff- ftrateges (chiefs) may think 
pefs fuffer us to fall into the juil a? we do now; do not let 
hands of an exafperated king, us therefore flay till they come 
who fcrupled not to cut off the and excite us to it by their ex- 
head and hand of his dead bro* ample, but let them rather re- 
ther, what can we expe£l from ceive it from us. Shew your- 
hina, whuhave fought fo vi,- felves to be the braveft of all 
gorouily to dethrone him, but the Greek commanders, and 
the mod ignominious treat- the iittefl to lead them on, 
fnent, if not the moft cruel of As for me, I am equally ready 
*|deaths. We ought, therefore, to follow you, if you will take 
(o hazard any thing rather the command ; or to be your 
than fall into his h^nds : I leader, if you deiire it ; and 
own, that while the triice lafl- ihall b^ fo far from declining 
pdj I deeply bewailed eur thie tai^, on accovmt pjf my 
y^retched conditiop, and envied yt)uth, that i ihall think al} 
thofe Barbarians, whom we the fhrength and vigour of it 
beheld niaflers of a large and barely fufficient to furmount 
fruitful country, and abou^^d- the difficulties w^ fball meet 
ing with all forts of provifions, withj' 
flaves, cattle, gold, and fump- Our accon[ip}iihed orator had 
tuous apparel, whilfl we could the {^afure to hear his pro- 
^ get nothing for ourfelves with* pofal applauded by all the refl, 
out money, which, by that and himfelf defired to take the 
time, was almofl: exhaufled, command. There was only 
3vhilft our oat|;i to thein forbad one, named ApoUonides, that 
us to fupply our wants by any oppofed it ; and, in his afie^l:- 
other way : but fince they ed Soeotia;^ diale6t, took upon 
fhemfelves have broken the him to fajr, that all attempts 
peace, I forefee the great ad-, for r^tijrning into Qreecp were 
vantages we fhall now g^in by chimerical and impra<£ticable, 
^n open war ; and the gods, ynlefs it was by footling the 
who are the arbiters of it, will king to cpnfeint to iu He was 
pot fail of giving the victory proceigding to give his reafons 
io the Qreeks, who paid fuch for it, ^nd to lay the dangers 
•regard to their oaths, as to and difjficulties of fuch an en* 
forbear infringir[g ujpon their terprize before them, when Xe« 
property, notwith^anding the nophon brifkly interrupted 
wants we laboured un4er, ra- him, by fhewing how blind hq 
ther than to thofe Barbarians, was to what he had before his 
^ho have made no fcruple to eyes, and deaf to what fo 
■■■-•- > . forcibly 
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as a volunteer, and without any commii&on or command; 
and waS) as is commonly fifppofed, under thirty years of 
age, when he was raifed to that dignity ( QJ. 



forcibly (Iruck upon his ears. 
f * Were you not, fald he, with 
us, when thM monarch, ele* 
rated with his vi6tory, and the 
death of his brother, fent us 
an order to lay down our arms ? 
Have you forgot what low ihifts 
lie made ufe of to incline us to 
peace, when, inftead of obey- 
ing his command, we marched 
againft him, and were juft on 
the point of attacking him, and 
what promifes he made to fup- 
ply us with provifions, till he 
had obtained peace from us ? 
and when, afterwards, truding 
to his faith, our generals went 
imarmed to treat with his fa- 
traps, were they not ufed in 
the mod perfidious manner, 
and put to fuch ignominious 
tortures, as make them, per^ 
liaps to this day, wifti for 
death? And you, who know 
all thefe things, can you call 
It an Improper advice, whpn I 
exhort you to fland in your 
ewn defence ? or dare you pro- 
pofe to us to fue again to the 
king for his favour ?" Then, 
addrefling himfelf to his col- 
leagues ; ** I think fuch an in- 
famous man as this ought to 
be degraded from our com- 
pany and his command, 'and 
•nly employed in carrying our 
baggage. A Greek with fuch 
a mind, and fuch language, 
6ught to be looked upon as 4 
ft^e to his country, and a 
difhonour to all Greece." He 
was accordingly degraded on 
the fpot ; and, as there was no 
lime to be loft, they haflened 

(0 Lib. ii.'cap. 9a. 



to fummon the reft of the 
Greek captains^ not doubting 
but they would be all charmed| 
by Xenophon's eloquence, into 
a ready compHance with thi$ 
grand defign ; which, as it 
was the main fpring of that 
glorious retreat, refte&s no Icfs 
honour on his divine mafier 
Socrates, under whom he bad 
been brought up, fince the 
fuccefs of It was as inuch ow- 
ing to the eloquence as to the 
valour and bravery of his difr 
ciple. 

( Q^) It is not, indeed, eafy 
to determine what age he then 
was of : for, if what Diogenei 
Laertius fays be true, that he 
didd in the firft year of the one 
hundred and nfth Olympiad 
{1) ; and Lucian, that he livt 
ed to be upwards of ninety 
years old (t), he muft have 
been, at leaft, in the fifty -iirH 
year of his age when he went 
on this expedition. But this is 
altogether InconMent with 
what we have obferved him to 
have ^id of himfelf in the laft 
note, efpecially in the laft 
fpeech there mentioned, that 
♦* he would not excufe himfelf 
by reafon of his youth.'*^ He 
was there fpeaking to the offi- 
cers who commanded under 
Proienus, who had been lately 
put todeathin the thirtieth year 
of his age : fo that he muft be 
fuppofed to have been forae 
years younger than he, or elfe 
what he ^id would have rather 
looked as a banter upon the 
youth of that commander. 



(») m^t fAtof^mv* 
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The firft ftcp which the Perfian monarch had takeD^ 'I'he Gneh 
^ith regard to the Grecian army, was to fend Phalinus, jra^r/^/^ 
with exprefs command to them to lay down their armS} f^drM^* 
and to beg his pardon at the gate of his pavilion. Thi$ 
was ftrenuofly oppofed by the Greek chiefs, one of whom, 
Proxenus, afked him, whether the king demanded it as ^ 
conqueror, or defired it as a friend : if the former, why 
did he not difarm them by force ? but, if the latter, he 
defired to know what he would give them in exchange. 
Being anfwered, that the king had a right to demand it, 
in the firft fenfe, feeing Cyrus their mafter was dead^ 
and themfelves wholly in his power, and furrouiided on 
all fides with his troops ; Xenophon, who was one pf the 
company, gave him this reply : ** You fee that we have Xenophom^^ 
nothing left but our arms and our valour ; whilft we have hravtrf* 
the former we can eafily make ufe of the latter ; but if ^V' 
we deliver up thofe, we give up all indeed ! Think no<i 
therefore, that we will part with the only two advantage^ 
wc have left; but rather, that we will try with them to 
gain thofe that are in your pofieifion.'' When Phalinu^ 
heard this, he faid, with a fmile, " Vou fpeak elegantly^ ^ 
indeed, young man, and like a philofopher ; but you wilt 
find yourfelf greatly deceived, if you imagine that youp 
iralour can be propf ^gainft the king's numerous forces." 

He added, that fevera} of the Greek chiefs, lefs fan- 
guine than they, efpecially after the death of Cyrus, had 
offered themfelves, and their troops, to ferve under the 
king, either againft the revolted Egyptians, or on any 
pther expedition, and with the fame bravery and faithfuls 
pcfs with which they had ferved his brother. All which 
was faid to intimi^te, and fow jealoufies amongft them ; 
when Clearchus, who came.in the interim, addrefled him- 
felf to him in words to this efFed : *♦ You, Phalinus, aie ClearchuiU 
^ Greek, as well as we, and are no ftranger to our pre- ^l*^^ '* 
icnt fituation ; and we expe£t that you (hould tell us what, ^ ^*'* 
in honour, we ought to do. In the name of the gods, 
therefore, give us the moft falutary advice ; and let it be 
recorded, that Phalinus was fent by Artaxerxes to com- 
tnand the Greeks to lay down their arms, but that his An- 
gular prudence fuggefted to him the mestns of faving 
them." This he faid in hopes of infpiriting the defpond- 
ing troops by his means ; but Phalinus, who had nothing 
pf the Greek but his birth, foon difconcerted his hopes, 
by telling him, that he could fee no other way for them to 
fave themfelves, but to fubmit to the king's orders, fince 
}t was not in their power to oppofc them. The Greek ge- 
neral 
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ncral bravely replied, ** If that be your opinion, you may 
leil the kings that, if he' choofes our friendfhip, he wA 
find it more for his fervice to leave us our arms ; but that, 
if he intends to make war againft us, we will have too 
much need of them to defend ourfelves." Being aiked^ 
what anfwer he fhould return to the king, whether peace 
pr war ; ** As he pleafes, replied he ; peace, if we flay ^ 
war, if we march." Phalinu3, not being able to get a 
pofitive anfwer, retired. Immediately afterwards de- 
puties came from Arixus, to whom they had offered the 
^rown of Perfia in the room of Cyrus, but who had abfo* 
lutely declined it, and refolded to retire into Ionia ; by 
thefe they were given to underfland, that he would wait 
for the Qrecian army all that nighty but that, if they did 
not jcNn him by that time, he would depart without tnem« 
Clearchus fent him word, that they would come up to 
him accordingly, if they refolved upon a retreat % but if 
on any thing elfe> he was at liberty to ftecr what courfehe 
pleafed. The Greeks, thereupon) having agreed to joia 
Arixus, and to coaft along the Euphrates, reached I^ 
camp towards the clofe of the evening* Clearchus, ac^ 
companied with fome other officers, went immediately 
to his tent> where the Perfian Tatraps were affembled 
and both concluded a mutual alliance, by which tbc 
Perfians engaged to guide the Grecian army homeward]^ 
without fraud or delay. The treaty being ratified, aii4 
fworn to on both fides, Ariaeus was aQced, what route ha 
thought heft for the army to take ; his anfwer was» 
«• Through richer countries than thofe it hath lately gone 
through i" whereby their marches being made longer dur» 
jng the firft days, they might gain a nmch. larger fpace be- 
tween it and that of the king ; wbicn laft being mud^ 
more numerous, would never be able to overtake them. 

It is plain by this, that he had no other view ^han to 
make the fpeedieft retreat he could : but fortune, fays 
Xenophon, directed us to a mose glorious one; for, as 
foon as day-light appeared, they found themfelres near 
fome villages muate on the plains of Babylon,, whence, 
having the fun on their right, they perceived, at fome 
diftance, a body of cavalry, as they imagined^ thpugK it 
was no other than the king's baggage, coiiJifting of* a vaft 
multitude of beads of burden ; ^om which, and from 
the cloud% of duft that darkened the air, they concluded 
that his army was not far off. But by that time the day 
began to decline, the Greeks, through fatigue, and want 
of provifipn, were fo exhauiled, as to be in no conditioa 

tqi 
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to fight, much lefs to go back. Clearchus's Yan^guard had 
lodged itfelf in fome villages, the very timber of whoie 
houfes had been carried off by the Perfians. The Greeks,* 
who pafled that night with no fmall uneafinefs, were feiz- 
ed, in the dead of it, with fuch a panic, that nothing but 
the moil hideous outcries could be heard, till Clearchus 
caufed a proclamation to be made through the camp, pro- 
miiing a talent to* the perfon that difcovered the author of 
the uproar ; by which they all perceived it was only a falfe 
alarm, and all was quiet again. 

Bv break of day Clearchus had ranged the Greek army 
in fuch an order of battle, that Artaxerxes, inilead of 
commanding them to lay down their arms, fent deputies 
to treat of a peace. Clearchus made them wait fome time 
that they might take a full view of his army ; and, at 
length, told them, that it would be time enough to treat 
of ^ peace after the battle was over; for, added he, our 
troops want provifions, and will not liden to any but thofe 
that bring us a fupply of them. They returned foon after 
with a promife from the king of a fufficient and fpeedy ji treaty ^ 
fupply: upon which it was agreed among the Greek ge- peace com^ 
nerals to accept of the proffered alliance, though Clearchus, eluded. 
willing to makfrthem think they could do without it, made 
them wait a good while for the anfwer. As foon as the 
treaty was agreed on, the Greeks were conduced through 
a long plain, fo interfered with channels, that they were 
forced, every mile, to cut down vaft numbers of palm- 
trees, and lay bridges over them \ and Clearchus was feen 
ioremoft in that laborious tafk in order to encourage the 
reft. At length they arrived at a delicious plain, where Afuppfyrf 
they found plenty of wheat, palm- wine, and dates of ex- provlfionsm 
quiCte colour and tafte ; only the wine proved fo ftrong as 
to give them violent head-aches. 

Here they halted three days ; at the end of which came Ttjfapher* 
Tiffaphernes, attended by the queen's brother, with a nu- nesfentf 
ttierous retinue ; and, under a pretence of a particular ''"'^^ ^'^ 
efteem for them, he was now made governor of the Per- ^ 
fian provinces that bordered upon Greece, aflured them, 
that he had almoft obtained from the Perfian king, as a 
reward for his former fervices, the (ingular favour of be- 
ing their condudor into Greece *, but was, at the fame 
time, charged to aJk of them, what had induced them to 
take up arms againfl: him ; and advifed them not to ex- 
afperate that monarch by two haughty an anfwer, fince 
that would effectually prevent his being able to ferve 

•them 
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tiiemi The Greeks wei« far from giving any credit t6 
his great profeflions of friendfliip, looking upon him a^ 
Aeir bittereft enemy ; but this was not a time for them 
to betray any miftruft : Clearchus' had addrcfs enough to 
excufe their joining With Cyrus, and, at the fame timey 
to obferve, that they had not committed the leaft hoftility 
againft the Perfians, from the time they heard of that 
prince's death. Tiffaphemes agreed that the truce fliould 
continue till his return-, and engaging to fend them frefb 
fupplies of provifions, returned immediately to the Per- 
fian camp. He came three days after, and acquainted 
them, that the king had given him leave to condud therrt 
to their own frontiers : and he engaged to accompany 
them to the iEgsean Sea, and to furnifh them with pro-» 
vifions all the way, on condition that they iho'uld pay for 
them, and forbear all kinds of hoftilities. This being 
likewife fwom to on both fides, he promifed that he would 
foon return, and be ready to march at their head. 

He made them, however, wait full twenty days for 
him; during which time' there was no fmall miftruft in 
the Greek camp ; efpecially as they obferved, at inter-* 
vals, fome new fatraps coming into that of Arisens, to 
aflure him, artd his men, that the king wholly forgave 
their revolt : fo that this delay was looked upon as a ftra- 
tagem of the Perfian king, to gain time to re-unite his 
forces, in order to attack theirs on the firft river or poft 
they were obliged to pafs ; as for Ariaeus, the only friend 
they had now left, they did not doubt but he would dif- 
appcar whenever that happened. TifTaphernes being 
come, his troops, and thofe of Ari3eus, were immediately 
joined, and began their march as one body; which fo far 
alarmed the Greeks, that they took care to encamp at the 
diftance of three or four miles from them. 

Several other mifunderftandings, which happened be- 
tween the two armies, increafed their mutual, diffidence ; 
however, after three days march, they reached the wall 
of Media, which was a hundred feet high, and twenty 
in thicknefs, all biiilt' of brick, joined with a ftrong ce- 
ment. Through this wall the armies marched, ftili under 
the condufl: of Tiflaphernes, and then crofled over two 
large canals, formed by the Tigris, which, dividing them- 
felves into lefler channels, watered that whok plain; 
They arrived, at length, on the banks of that celebrated 
river, "over which they threw a bridge, while the Greeks 
encamped near Sitace, a confiderable town, about fifteen 

ftadia 
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ftadia fliort of the Tigris (P), and out of G^iit of the 
Perfians, whom they law no more from that time. Here 
Proxenus and Xenophon» taking an. evening-wallc together 
before the quarter where the heavy-armed men encampedi 
obferved a ftroller a&ing one of the out*guards, where he 
might meet Proxenus or Clearch<u8 ; and pretending that 
he had been fent hy Ariaeus to acquaint them, that a nu- 
merous body lay in ambuih againft them in the neighbout^ Afidfjb 
ing park, and were to furprife the) Greeks on that nighty alarwm 
and that TiiTapbernes defigned to break down the bsidge 
in order to enclofe them between the two branches of the 
fiver. He was forthwith brought to CtearchuS) to whom 
he repeated the fame advice ; which threw him into no 
fmall confternation, when a young foldier prefent made 
him fenfible of the abfurdity of the meflage. ** To attack 
us (faid he), and break down the bridge, are things in- 
con fiftent ; for, if they attack us, and beat us, what need 
is there of breaking down the bridge ? And, if we beat 
them, and the bridge be broken down, they can neither 
receive fuccour from the army, nor retreat themfelves ta 
it ( Q^).** Upon which they contented themfelves with 

fending 

(P) Sitaca, or, according to could, from the authors above- 
Stephen of Byzantium, Sitace, named, . 

was the capital of a province in ( Q^) This was rightly judg- - 
Ally ria, called from it Sitacene, ed, all things confidered ; but 
fituate on the direct road be- they found ilill greater reafon 
tween Sufa and Babylon (i), to fufped this meffenger, when, 
find of a conliderable extent on upon Clearchus aiking him of 
the north of Media. Sitace what extent the country was 
flood fifteen £tadia from the between thofe two arms of the 
Tigris, and in the neighbour- Tigris, he anfwered, that it 
hood of Babylon and Mount was very large, and contained 
Zagrus. Pliny, fpeaking of many great and confiderable 
the laudanum of Perfis, affirms, cities, befides a great number 
that it grew on that mount, on of villages : fo that they con - 
the confines of the Sitacean eluded it to be an artifice of 
territories (2). It is very pro- Tiflaphernes, from an appre- 
bable that Sitace is the very henfion of the Greeks fettling 
lame that is called Sita, by in that illand, which was de- 
Diodorus Siculus. This being fended on one fide by the Ti- 
the firft city that is* mentioned gris, on the other by the large 
in his account of this retreat, canals ; where the country was 
we thought it necefiary to fettle rich and fertile, large and po- 
sts fituation, as well as we pulous, and might Terve them 

/,i}StrabO| lib. xvi. See alfaPtolem. lib* vl. cap. i. Plin. lib. 
«vi, cap, 27. (a) nin. lib. xil. c»p« 17. 
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fending a ftrong detachment to guard tbe bridge for tlial 
nighty and marched over it on the next tnormng, by 
break of day^ without oppofition. They, indeed, per- 
ceived fome Perfians at a diftance.} but they retired im- 
mediately at the Cght of the Greeks^ being only fent to 
obferve whether they would cfofs over, 

The Grecian army marched four whole days, or about 
twenty parafangs, through a large plain, which lies be- 
tween the Tigris and the Phyfcus, Mrhich laft was a hun- 
dred feet. wide, and over which they found a bridge. 
Near it ftood the ancient and populoos city of Qpis (£nce 
called Seleucia), where they were met by a Ferfian fatrap, 
natural brother of Artaxerxea and Cyrus, who was march- 
ing to the a(&ftance of the former, at the head of a nu- 
merous army. From theiice they miarched about thirty 
parafangs more, in fix days, through a defert part of Mediae 
and came, at lengthy to fome rich and fertile vailieS| 
which were the appennageof Paijfatis, the queen-mother. 
Here having refrdbed themfelves, they continued their 
march through the Median deferts, keeping dill the Ti- 
gris on their left, without meeting with any towns, ex- 
cept the large and opulent city of Coenae, which they pair- 
ed, and, at the end of five days, came to the banks of 
the river ZabatUs, where they halted three days * (R). 
• Their mutual diffidence ftill prevailing, though without 
any aft of treachery oa the Perfian fide, Clearchus took 
' the fatal refolution of going to confer with Tiffaphernes, 
and to remind him of the oaths which had pafTed between 
them, and of the dreadful punifhment that would attend 
the infringement of them* He went on, with obferving 

» Xenophon, ubi fuprai lib. ii. pafT. 

as. a retreat, if they (hould 
make war again (I the Perfian 
king. Befides, had it been a 
real mefiage from Ariaeus, it 
would rather have been dif- 
patched to Mcnoo the Thef- 
faliau, who was his intimate 
friend, than either to Clear- 
chus or Proxenus, whom he 
knew to be too diffident to give 
credit to it. This bridge was 
of a confiderable length, being 
fupported by twent}'-&ven large 

(3) Cyriacor, lib. »• cap. 3« 



boats, and wide and ftrong in 
proportion. 

(R) This river, which our 
author fays was four hundred 
feet wide, and at fome finall 
diflance from the Tigris (3), 
is fiippofed by fome to be the 
fame \w4th . the , Zaba, mention- 
ed by Cedrenus and Callilus 
(4) ; but whether the greater 
or leifer of that name, is itill 
undetermined. 



(4) Vide Ortcl. Thefaur. 
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to nim of what great fervicc the Greeks rtight be la CUarchus^s 
the fuppreffing of the Myfians, Pifidians, and other na- ^^^['^^.^Jf 
tions, particularly th^ E^yptiariSj who were ever difr !j^^f'^ 
turbing the tranquillity of thofe provinces that were now 
put under his government; afluringhim, that.their forces, 
which were the fitteft for fuch ferviceS, would be the moft 
ready to engage in it, not only aS auxiliaries, but like- 
wife in grateful return for the obligations they ftipUld then 
juftly toXve to him as their deliverer ; and coridladed his 
fpeech with Words to this efieft : ** When I confider all 
thefe things, I am fo much furprifed at your diffidence of 
us, that I would gladly know who it is that could infpire 
you with It, or induce you to think the Greeks capable of 
any finifter defigns againil you."^ To this the Perfian fa- His trea^ 
trap, affefting the fanie franknefs, anfwered, that he cherousan* 
\iras highly plcafcd with the wife ftep he^ had taken of re- Z'*'^'" '• 
viving their mutual confidence. He took occafion, in his ''"* 
turn, to obferve, that, as all the defigns the Greeks could 
^oflibly form againft the Perfians would fall upon them- 
felves, their faiety depended on their friendfliip and fide- 
lity : ** For (continued he) had we any ill irttention againft • 
you, hoW eafily tbuld we put it into execution ? Are not 
our forces ftron^ and numerous enough to furprife and 
deftroy yoii ? How miny ftrong pafles are there in your 
Way to Greece, where we could, with eafe and fafety, 
ftop your pfogrcfs ? How eafily could we famifti you, by 
burning all forts of t>rovifion ? Ahd is it to be fuppofed, 
that, having fo many ways in our power of deftroying 
ou, we Ihould chufe that one which woiild eJcpofe us, 
y fuch perfidy, to the hatred and refentment of the gods ? 
Since, therefore, I have hitherto treated you in a different 
"wray than wa^ iii my power to do, affute yourfelves that I 
did it Mvith a defigA to convince you of my fidelity to, and 
confidence in you ; ahd that, as Cyrus had been formerly 
fupported by you in his march, I might alfo, by the fame 
faithful troops, be conduced back to^ my govcrimient. 
Tou have reminded me of the many fervices I may expe£t 
from you at the end of our journey ; but there is one you 
have omitted ; it is the peculiar prerogative of the king to 
wear his tiara upright ; but he, who fliall then have the 
ijifpofal of your forces, may have it in his power to do fo, 
whenever he fhall think fit." 

Clearchus, beirig now fully fatisfied of his fincerity, and CharchusU 
that thefe mifunderftandings had been raifed by ill-affefted '''-j^^'^ 
perfons, agreed with him, that they deferved to be very ^^^J^^^^* 
ieverely punilhed, and engaged to bring to him, by the 
VouVI. S next 
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next day, fome of the chief officers of his army ; ad wMch 
time lifl'aphernes promifed to let him know^ whether 
they were thofe that had accufed him of having trea-^ 
cherous dcfigns When he returned to his Greeks, he 
began to extol Tiffaphernes' fidelity, and to inveigh 
againft the authors of thefe jeatoufies and mifreprefenta- 
tions, declaring, that he would have them all confronted/ 
and their perfidy puniflied. Accordingly, he would have 
carried the greateft pait of the Grecian chiefs to Tiffa- 
phernes, had he not been oppofed by the whole council, 
who unanimoufly infifted on the danger of trufting the 
Perfian fo far, and of putting the lives of fo many illuf- 
trious chiefs in the power of that treacherous fatrap. 
However, Clearehus, naturally hot and imperious, fofar 
gained his point, that four of them, and twenty fubal* 
terns, were induced to accompany him ; and thefe were 
efcorted by two hundred foldiers^ who went with him. 
Seized fy under pretence of buying fome provifions. They had nor 
Tiffaphtr' fooner reached Tiflaphernes' pavilion, than Clearehus, 
*''* with the other four Greek chiefs, viz. Proxenus a Bceo-* 

tian, Menon a Thefiaiian, Agias an Arcadian, and So- 
crates an Athenian, were condu£^ed in, and, npon the 
Subalterns fignal given, were all five immediately feized ; whiift the 
kuuhered, twenty fubalterns, who remained without, were inhumanly 
butchered on the fpot, and the two hundred foldiers cut 
in pieces by the Perfian cavalry. The Greeks, from their 
camp, could eafily defcry fome extraordinary commotion 
in that of the Perfians ; but could neither difcpver what \t 
was, nor what caufed it, till Nicarchus, an Arcadian fol- 
diei", who had been wounded in the belly, came, bearing 
his bowels in his hands, and acquainted them with all 
that had pafled. Upon hearing the dreadful news, they 
ran, in the utmoft furprizc and confufion, to their arms. 
They had jufl ranged thcmfclvcs in battalia, when they 
perceived Arlseus, with Artheafus and MitKridates, com-' 
ing towards them, at the head of three hundred Perfiaa 
Artaus*s troops clad in armour. The former of thefe, defirous ta 
meffa^re to take advantage of the conflernation to make them lay dowo- 
the. chiefs. ^]^q\j^ arms, lent to defire the Greek chiefs that were left, 
or thofe who had fucceedcd Clearehus and his unfortunate 
colleagues, to come forward : upon which Cleanor and 
Sophaenetus immediately advanced, followed by Xeno- 
phon,. who came to inform himfelf of the fate of his 
friend Proxenus. As foon as they were come within 
hearing, Arixus faid to them, " Clearehus, O ye Greeks, 
having been found guilty of perjury and trealbn,. hatk 

lyeea 
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oeeri .puniflied with death ; and Menon and Proxenus, 
Who difcovered his defigns, are honoured and rewarded. , 
As for you, the king commands you to deliver up your 
arms to him 5 for his they are, as having belonged to 
Cyrus, who was his vaffal." 

To this the brave Cleanor, an Orchomenian, anfwered, 
in the name of the reft, " O itioft perfidious Ariaeus, and 
the reft of Cyrus's faithlefs friends, have you no regard 
to either gods or men ? After having plighted your faith 
to us by the moft fblemn oaths, do you now attempt to 
deliver us up to TiiTaphefnes, the moft impious and de- 
ceitful of all men?" To this the traitor coolly replied, 
*^ That it plainly appeared, Clearchus wa$ forming fome 
ill defigns againft Tiflaphernes, Orontas, and the reft ojf 
the Perfian fatrapsi." Upon which Xenophon rejoined, 
" If Clearchus hath fo far perjured himfelf, he is juftly 
punirtied; but fend back Proxenus and Menon to us, who 
are both your ben^^faftors, and our commanders 5 for, be- 
ing our friends, as well as yours, .they will be the beft 
able to advife that which is fitteft to be done by both.** 
To this the Barbarian made no anfwer; but, having con- Clearchus 
ferred a good while with his colleagues, they all returned andhiscoU 
to their camp; and the four Greek generals^ whomTiffa- ^^oguesput 
phernes had caufed to be feized, were fent by him to the ^ ' * 
king J who ordered them to be put to death ^ (S). 

The 

^ Lib. ii. ad fin. 



(S) This Was the fatal ifTue 
of Clea rebuses credulity. Xe- 
hophon; here only tells us, that 
they were beheaded, though 
fome of his fpeeches, upon an- 
other occafion,feem to intimate 
that they had been tortured, 
in the moft inhuman riiatiner. 
Clearchus is allowed to have 
been one of the greateft warriors 
of his age. His paffion,aswell as 
fitnefs for war, appears by his 
forwardnefs in expofing him- 
felf to dangers, and attacking 
the enenoy either by night or 
day, as well as by his condudt, 
and lingular calmnefs, under 
the greateft difficulties, which 
he viewed with fuch uncon- 
cern, that his foldiers were 



ever ready to follow him ; and 
were nfever better pleafed than 
when he led them to fuch dan- 
gerous exploits. They o))- 
ferved, on fuch occafions, his 
eyes fpatkllrtg with fire, as if 
he were juft then fpreading fire 
and fword ; and, on the next 
moment, cafting fuch ferene 
and fmiling looks, as filled them 
with confidence and bravery. 
- Three of his unfortunate 
colleagues, viz. Proxenus, A- 
gias, and Socrates, would have 
made a confiderable figure in 
this expedition, if they had 
not been eclipfed by his fupe- 
rior abilities : the former, ef- 
pecially, was remarkable for his 
iingular modelly and integrity ; 
S 2 which 
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ThimelM' The feadef may eafily imagine the conftemation die 
chofyjitu' Greeks were in| when they came to reflcfl; on their prc- 
^hg'oriih* fent difmal fituation ; their principal leaders betrayed and 
butchered by the vileft treachery \ themfelves not only at 
a great diftance from Greece, but in view of a bloody and 
perfidious enemy, without friends, allies, profpeA of fuc- 
cour, or even generals to command them ; furrounded by 
as many enemies as there were men, and hemmed in 
by rivers and mountains^ which now appeared to him 
as fo many infurmountablei barriers. The only refource 
left them td depend upon were their armsi and their 
valour ; but the former they cxpefted every minute to be 
forced from them by the treacherous Perfians; after 
which, the latter, if they had any left, could be of little 
ufe, as Xenophon juftly obferved to Fhalinus, on a 
former occafion : fo that they had every thing to fear, and 
little mercy to expe£^, from an exafperated monarch, who 
could not but refent their late tender of his crown to 
Ariaeus, more than all the hoitilities they had com- 
mitted agatnfl: him before. Accordingly, our author tells 
us^, that they had, in fome meafure, given themfelves up 
to defpair, even to the neglefting of their fuftenance, and 
of keeping up their watch with their ufual vigilance. 
Thefe confiderations, which were ftill more lively and 
pungent in our Athenian volunteer, having at length 
roufed him, about the middle of that difmal night, to con- 
fult with the remaining chiefs about the propereft means 
for avoiding the impending ftorm, gave birth to that meet- 
ing which we have already mentioned. 

As there was no tirfie to be loft, the reft of the generals 
and captains were immediately fummoned from their re- 
fpc6kivc quarters to that where the heavy-armed men lay 
encamped ; and they accordingly appeared, to the num- 
ber of about one hundred, to whom Hieronymus the 
Elean, who wastheeldeft, addrefled himfelf in words to 
this effeft : ** We have thought proper to convene you at* 
this time of the night, to conlider of fome expedient to 

^ Lib. iii. cap. i, & (cq. 
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which lad:, though it made him 
beloved by men of virtue and 
honour, yet expofed him to the 
treachery of defigning men. 
He died in the thirtietH, and 
Agias and Socrates in the for- 
oeth year of their age. As for 



Menon the ThefTalian, though 
he undenvent the fame & 
with the others, yet heWtes 
perfon of a quite different cbi«; 
rader ; proud, ambitious, co« 
vetous, falfe, ai^d treacherous* 
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extricate ourfekes, ifjpoffible, from our prefcnt perilous 
fituation ; and deGre Aenophon to impart to you what we 
have but juft now heard from him." Upon which h$ 
fpoke to them as follows : 

** We arp fenfible that the king, ^ndTiffapherneS| have, 
caufed as many as they could to be feized, and are no 
lefs defirous to get us into the fame fnare. It is therefore 
neceflary to take all proper means, not only to prevent our 
falling into their bands, but even if poflible, to get them 
into ours. The eyes of our army are fixed upon you S: 
they will all lofe their courage, if ypu appear diflieartened 5 
but if you rouze them to their duty, you need not doub| 
their following your example. You are their fuperiors, 
their generals, and guides ; and as, in time of peace, you 
have the advantage of them in riches and dignities, your . 
honour requires you to Ihew, that you excel them in war, 
in wifdom, courage, and even in labour. Our firft ftep, 
therefore. In my opinion, fliould be to fill up all our va- 
cancies, and to choofe proper generals and captains in the 
room of thofe that are flain. There is no hope of fuc<- 
ceeding in any thing without chiefs, and much lefs in 
war ; and, as foon as you have appointed proper generals^ 
I think it highly neceffary to aflemble, and fpint up the 
foldiery. You cannot but have obferved how deje&edly 
they repaired to their (Quarters, and how heavy they appear 
upon their guard 5 fo that we can expert no fervice from • 
t)iem while they are in this defponding condition ; but if 
you can 4ivert their thoughts frpm the dangers that 
threaten them, you will find them quite other men. You 
know, that it is neither number nor ftrength that enfuVes 
viflory; but that the fide, which, under the proteftion of 
the gods, behaves with the greateft refolution, is generally 
fare of it. I have alfo obferved, that thofe who, in war, 
moft dread to hazard their lives, commonly meet with an 
ignominious death ; whilft thofe, who look upon death 
as common to all, but glorious to the brave, generally 
Kvc the longer and happier, and often to a good old age. 
Upon all thefe confiderations, I think this a proper junc^ 
ture for us to ad with a becoming intrepidity, in order to 
Infpire our men to do the fame.'* 

Thus fpoke the young Athenian hero, whofe courage Hh edvia 
and wifdom were greatly applauded by all, but efpecially applatded^ 
by Cheirifophus, the Lacedaemonian ; upon which each ^^f" 
body was ordered to choofe a chief, who was to be intro- ^^ * 
duced direfily to the aflembly. All this was done with- 
out I0& of time \ and Timafion, the Dardanian^ was fio*> 
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? mated to focccedClearchus ; and Xenophon, his fri^nJ 
roxenus ; Xanthicles, the Achaian, was chofen in the 
room of Socrates; Clcanor, an Orchomenian, in the 
room of Agias; and Philyfius in that of M^non. By thisi 
time day-light began to appear, apd Tolmides, the crier, 
having aflembled the foldiers, and the guard being fct ia 
their pofts, Cheirifophus acquainted the army with the 
danger they were in, from the treachery of the Perfians ; 
and in a fhort but pathetic fpeech, exhorted them either 
to extricate themfelves by a glorious vidlory, or by an ho- 
nourable death. 

. He was feconded by Cleanor, who began with a difplay. 
of the treachery and perjury of the king, Tiflaphernes, and 
Ariseus; and with the manner in which they had trapanned 
Clearchus, and his four colleagues, into their butchering 
hands. 

Xenophon flood up next, who, to infpire the army with 
frefli courage, appeared in a drefs that was more fit for a 
conqueror than a combatant, but which, he faid, v^ould 
equaliyXuit him, whether he conquered or died; and^ 
wicb an intrepid air, fpake; to them, to this efFe£b : *' What 
Cleanor hath faid of the treachery and perjury of the Per-? 
fians, ypu are no ftrangers to ; and it would be bafe and 
fiiameful in us to truft any longer to, or treat with them, 
after their horrid butchery of our five brave generals : but 
if we refolvc to revenge their deaths with the points of our 
fwords, we have reafon to expcd, that the gods w:ill de- 
clare on our fide, and crown it with fuccefs.'* He bad 
hardly fpckcn tjiefe lafl words, when one of the foldie^s^ 
who flood near him, fneezed ; which being taken for a 
good omen by the whole army, Jupiter was immediately 
adored as the gracious author of it. After which Xeno- 
phon obfcrvcd, that fince that god had declared on their 
fide, they ought to engage themfelves to make him fuit- 
able returns, as foon as they were got to a place of fafety. 
He then defired all that were of the fame opinion to hold 
up their hands ; which was complied with by all, and the 
vows were followed with fingingof the pxan. 

After this Xenophon went on with hi$ fpeech, in which 
be fprgot nothing that could infpire them with intre- 
pidity, and with a refolution to make a fafe and glorious 
retreat into their native country, or die in the attempt. 
He reminded them, that the gods were not only bound in 
juflice to afl'ifl them in it, but to punifh their enemies foe 
t.heir perfidy ; and gave them feyeral inflances, in which 
his cpuntrymen the Athenians had, with a handful of 

bravf 
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htdife and valiant men, Qv.t in pieces whole armies of the 
Perfians (T) ; and mentioned particularly the late victory 
they had gained, in favour xyf Cyrus; ** And will you, 
faid he, a£k kfs valiantly for yourfelvcs than you did for 
him, efpecially after you have been witnefs of the enemy's 
cowardice, and how they fled from you at the firft onfet ? 
As for Cyrus's daftardly troops, which have fo bafely 
abandoned us, did not you fee thenj give way in the late 
aftion ? and are not fuch (hameful runaways rather to be 
wiflied ia the enemy's army than in ours ? I own we 
have ne cavalry to oppofe theirs \ but then let us remem^ 
ber, that ten thoufand horfe are no more than ten thoufand 
men ; and, I think, we can fight more firmly upon our 
feet, than they upon their prancing horfes ; the only ad^ 
vantage of which is, that they can flee with greater fpeed 
upon them. If you think it a grievance, that we Ihall no 
longer have Tiffapbcrnes for our guide, and the king to 
fupply us with provifion^, let it be confidered how much 
fafer it will be for us to be conduced by men of our own 
tchoofing, than by fuch a vile traitor ; men that witl (hare 
vrith lis in the fame dangers, and whofe lives will be our 
fecurity for their faithfulncfs : and as for provifions, will 
it nbt oe better for us to get thenj by our valour, and to 
be our own carvers, than to bvy them at fuch extravagant 
rates as we have done ? If you are fi;ighted at the diffi- 
culties of rcpaffing the rivers, by what we have already 
experienced^ I would have you confider how probable it 
is, that the Barbarians have purpofely mifled us : how«- 
jever, at the worft, it is but tracing them to their fources, 
and there you may ford them, without going up to the 
knees in water. The next thing I have to propofe.to you Order of 
is, in what manner we may march, with the greateft fecu- tht march* 
.rity ; and, if neceflary, fight with thd greateft advantage. 
And, firft, I think we ought to burn all our carriages, the 
care of which will but retard our marches 5 the fame I 
think of our tents and baggage, of which we fbould only 



(T) One fingular ihfiance he 
there reminds them of, viz. of 
the prodigious army of the 
Perfians, and their allies, who 
came to invade their capital, 
and were bravely repulfed : fo 
that the Athenians having made 
a vow to facrifice as many 



goats to Diana as they flew of 
the enemy, they could not find 
a fufficient number : where- 
upon they refolved to facrifice 
five hundred eveiy year : which 
cuftom, he tells them, was flill 
obferved, in memory of that 
figoal victory (i)« 



(i) Lib. iiit p. sos. Edit. a. Hutchinfom > 
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prcfcrvc that which is mofl^ ncceffaryi cither for wan o|t 
for our provifionS| that we may inarch on the more regu^ 
larly. One fuccefsful vidory will indeipnify us ; for the 
conquered, and what belongs to them, will be ours of 
courfe. One main point I muft by no means omit : you 
know, that the Perfians did not dare to attack us whiift 
we were under the condu£i of fuch experienced generals 
as we then had ; but fince they have butchered them, and 
think us. under a kind of anarchy, they will conclude, 
that we may be eafily conquered : for this reafon I think 
it highly necefiary, that our prefent generals be more vi- 
gilant, and the foldiers more obedient and fubmiflive | 
which may be effedually done, if you make an order, that 
every one of you (hall ai&ft the commander in punifhing 
the ftubborn and difobe^ient. By this means the enemy 
will find, that, inftead of one Clearchus, we have reco* 
vered a thoufand, who will not fuffer a man to negledl 
his duty. If what I have propofed receives your appro- 
bation, let it be put in execution before the enemy ap-< 
pear. And if any of you, though a private centinel, hath 
any thing better to offer, let him do it without fear^ foi^ 
our prefervation is a general concern (U)." 

He was filent; and Cheirifophus only faid, that if 
there ihould be any neceffity to add to what XenophoQ 
had propofed, it might be done afterwards : ^^ At prefent» 
(faid he), let us who are of this opinion,, ratify what he 
hath laid before us." Upon which they all held up their, 
hands -, and Xenophon concluded his fpeech in words ta 
this eiFeft : ** It is now evident, that we ought to march 
to feme place where we may fupply ourfelves with pro-^ 
vifions; and I am informed, that there are many rich 
villages, not above twenty fladia from hence. Poffibly. 
we (hall retreat with greater fafety, if we difpofe the 
heavy-armed men and baggage in a hollow fquare : let 
therefore each man take his poft before the enemy ap- 
pear, that when' they approach us, he may haye nothing, 
to do but to engage them. Let Cheirifophus, the La- 
cedaemonian, command the front ; let the two eldeft ge- 
nerals command the flanks ; and Timafion and me, wha 
are the youngeft, for the prefent take charge of the rear. 



(U) We have contented our- 
felves with giving our readers 
the fubflance ot this fpeech, 
rather than a full tranflation of 
it, which would have carried 
|is top far; and by this we 



haveavoided entering into cer- 
tain critical niceties, which, 
however proper in a regular 
verfion of this celebrated au*- 
thor, would not have been fq[ 
in a work of this nature^ 

We 
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We may hereafter find occafion to improve this dSQxH 
^tion ; and if any of you can now offer any thing betterj^ 
let him do it, or elfe approve of mine, by holding up hi^ 
hands:*' Which they all did; and then he faid: " You 
are now to depart, and execute what is determined^ 
Whoever among you is defirous to return to his family. 
Jet him remember, that fighting bravely is the only means 
to tS<t6t it 2 whover hath a mind to live, let bim endeavour 
to conquer : if any of you covets wealth, let him ilrive to 
overcome ; for the vi£korious not only preferves his own, ' 
hut 18 entitled to what belongs to the conquered.'^ 

Xenophon had no fooner ended, than they burnt their and put m 
carriages, tents, and fuperfluous baggage, and were juft txuutkm. 
fat down to dinner, when Mithridates appeared, with Miihru 
about thirty horfe, and defired to fpcak to the Grecian ^^*' «/• 
(chiefs. This man, who had formerly fervcd under Cyrus, /'^'« 
Was fent by the king, as a fit perfon to found their refolu- 
tions ; and he, pretending the fame friendfhip that he 
ever had, told them, that if he found them upon any 
^lutary expedient, he would bring all his men with him, 
and join them. After a ihort confultation, Cheirifophus, 
in the name of the reft, told him, that their defign was 
to make as fafe and peaceable a retreat as they could ; but 
that, if they met with any oppofition, they were refolved 
to fight their way through it. Mithridates tried in vain 
to perfuade them, that fuch an enterprize could not be 
carried on againft the king's confent ; his aVguments ren- 
dered him the more fufpeded. Upon which they im- 
mediately refolved, that from that time they would never 
admit of any farther treaty or parley with the Perfians, till 
they were got out of their dominions (X). 

As foon as they had dined, they beganjheir march, and Bafs tkt ] 
Crofled over the river Zabatus, in the order that had been Zabaiut. 
propofed by Xenophon, and their phalanx, which faced 
on the four fides, feemed to bid defiance to the enemy. 
They had not gone far before the Perfian fatrap appeared 

(X) The Greek chiefs had away : and, even from this laft 

^ 4ouble reaibn &r prohibiting conterence with the Perfian fa« 

^ future intercourfe with the trap, Xenophon tells us, that 

Perfians, iincp thefe turned Nicarchus, an Arcadian cap* 

fpch conferences to a double tain, deferted to them that 

advantage, by pcnetratij^g into very night, with about twen^ 

tiieir counfeU and refolutions, of his men (a)* 
^nd inveiglbg their foldieri 

A (s) Ibid. p. ai6* 

ugain^ 
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agahi* at the head of two hundred horfej and four Iioil'«> 

dred light archers and ilingers. They advanced, at firft^ 

as friends } but, as foon as they got within readh» they 

difcharged a volley of arrows and ftoncs } which greatly 

Mwmyedhji annoyed the Grecian rear, whofe bows did ijot carry fo 

'$k€ firf' ' far as thd Perfians. Xcnophon feeing this, attacked t|iem 

§i^9 with bis rear s upon which they betook themfel ves to 

flight, and being light^armed, eafiiy kept out his reach : 

neither did their cavalry, who could fhoot backwards 

from their horfes, fuffer the Greeks to feparate too far 

from the main army, as it had wounded many of thofe 

who were the moft forward in the purfuit 4 fo that all the 

efforts of the fatrap, ferved only to retard (hat day's marcb^i 

which did not exceed twenty- nve (ladia* However, they 

reached^ towards the evening, the villages v^hich Xeno-- 

phon had meatipned to them ^ and there Cbeirifophu^ 

Xw/iiJi'j ^P^^ ^^^ liberty of reproving him for having ventured to 

ro€f:t%hti leave the main body to purfue the enemy^ and expofing 

himfelf, without any probability of hurting them. 

Xenophon, who was for turning this mifchance to adn 
vantage, inftead of palliating it, readily owiied he had 
0t^ lieen miftaken : ^' But," added he, , ^* we have reafon Vx 

0Jtmc^ thank the gods, that, inftead of their doing us any harm, 
they have only (hewed us. what we ftill wanted, to fecure 
our retreat ^ for, fince the FerOans could fo eafiiy hara& 
us, and yet keep put of the reach of our datts, it plainly 
poin.ts out, that we ihould furni(h Qurfti,v^s with fome 
horfe, to give them cbace, whenever they appear again. 
We have a number of Rhodians, M^ho! are much letter 
ihsigers than the Barbarians^ and can thfo^^r leaden balls 
at them, inftead of ftones ; let us, faid he, form them 
into a body, and add fuch others of our men as are dex- 
trous at that weapon. I have fome horfes among our 
baggage, there are fome more left by Cl6archus, and 
others taken from the enemy ; kt us pick out the beft of 
theniy and form them into a fqu^dron^. which xnay^ in 
their turn, annoy the enemy in their flight.'* His propo* 
fal "wfts readily agi^d to ; and that very : night two hiin- 
Mfmadrou drJcd flingers lifted thcmfelves into that fqu^dron,' and on 
^J^ the' next morning fifty of them were mountedji and pro- 
^"^*"^* vidadiivith cuiraffes ; and Lyciu«, the fern of Polyftratus, an 
Atheriian, was appointed td command them. This new 
corps proved not only very nebeflary to repel the attacks 
of the Perfians, but even to 'fadlitate their march through 
a narrow valley, formed by a torrent^ through which they 
•were to pafs the next day, and where they expelled to, 

hav^ 
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Kavc been oppofed by the enemy. . MltbrLdates, however, 

^id not appear till they had got out of it. He was then at 

the head of one thoufand horfe^.and four hundred archers; 

^d, highly fluihed with hi^ late fuccefs, which he had 

greatly magnified to TiiTaphernes, had engaged, with 

thofe forces, to deliver up the Greeks to hjm. As foon, 

therefore, as thefe had advanced about eight ftadia be- 

yotid the Valley, they faw him advancing againft them, at 

the head of his fmall army, expe£^iiig to have made a 

difcharge upon them, without expofing himfelf to theirs. 

He had juft began to throw fome darts, when Lycius's 

horfemen, at the fignal given by the trumpet, fellfuri- 

oufly on the Perfians, who were fo terrified, that they 

fled, with all poflible fpeed, to the valley. In this purfuit Dgf^at thi 

the Perfians loft many of their foot, and about eighteen Perfians. 

of their horfe. The Greeks, at the fame time, mangled 

the bodies of the ilaini to create the greater horror in the 

enemy. 

The Grecians having thus put the enemy to flight, con-< 
tinued their march, and came, at the clofe of the day, to 
the banks of the Tigris, where ftood a large unhabited. 
^ity, called Lariflfa (Y) \ and, on the next, after a fix 

league^ 

(Y) ]l3ochart is of opinion, lian9, as its. Greek name im« 

that the right name of this an- ports, and as fome of the 

plent city was Refen, the fame learned men in Alexander's 

that is faid by Mofes to have array difcovered afterwards,. 

becQ built by Afliur, between from more authentic monu<i' 

Nineveh and Calah(i); and ments. 

that thq Greeks enquiring of As for the city itfeif, it was 

the inhabitants what ruins thofe two Ufagues in circuit; and 

were, were anfwered, |D^7, XenopHon adds, that it had 

Lareflen ; ' that is, of Refen, been anciently inhabited by the 

the L being the article of the Medes, The walls were twen- 

genitive cafe, which not being ty-five feet in breadth, and one 

rightly un4erflood, they foft* hundred in height, built of 

enedit into LariflTa (2)* His brick, and the plinth of ilone, 

reafon for that conje^ure is, and twenty feet high. It made 

that no Greeks fettled fo f^ras the greateft refifiance of any 

thefe Afl[yrian parts till the againfl the Perfians, till an 

time of Alexander's conquefls, eclipfe of the fun frighted the 

which di4 not happen till a inhabitants into a furrender* 

long time after Xenophon's Kear the walls of the city ftood 

death. Others, however, make a large pyramid, though dif- 

no fcruple to flyle this city an ferent from thofe we have de« 

^cient colony of the Thefla- fcribed, in treating of Egypt, 

(0 Gen. Xi IS* (0 Phaleg. lib. ivt cap. %y 

and 
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leagues marcb| came to an old uninhabited caftle^ iKrbicli 
ftood near the town of Mefpila, likcwife inhabited for-« 
merly by the Medes (Z). On the next day they marched 
four parafangSy during which they faw Mithridates, at 
TtSaphif* the head of his own cavalry^ to which he had joined tbo 
^^tarwf troops of OrontaSi the king's fon-in-Iaw, and a body 
ifKTi^fi^i which had fcrycd under Cyrus, beHdes the army which 
the king's brother had brought to his affiftance, and fome 
other forces which he had obtained from that monarch ^ 
all which formed a coniiderable army. Some he placed 
againft the Grecian rear, and 'Others againft their flanks; 
and, without venturing tp attack them in form, contented 
himfelf with making a difcharge of his darts and ftones t 
whereupon the Rhodians and Cretans, who were di/pofed 
in platoons, and much more expert at their bows and 
flings, let fly whole voUies at them, with fuch fuccefs, 
Antrim that TifTaphernes, and the other divisions, were glad to 
ft$ifiJ. retire out of their reach : fo that the Greeks continued 
their march the remaining part of the day, without any 
farther (kirmiihes, the Perfians ft^ll keeping a^ a grea^ 
difliance behind them (A). 



and much inferior, being only long and obftinate fiege againft 

one hundred feet fguare, and them; and might, in all like* 

two hundred in height^ and lihood, have refilled all their 

inio that ftru6hire ran a great force, had not the inhabitants, 

number of Barbarians for ihel- like thofe pf I^arifla, been 

ter, from the neighbouring feized with an unaccountable 
villages, at the approach of the panic, flruck into thero, ast 

Greek army. thcjr fuppofed, by Jupiter,, 

(Z) The ruins of this cky which obliged thcin to furren« 
(Hll retained a great deal of der. 

its ancient grandeur, and fuf- (A) Our author h^e ob-v 

ficiently fliewed the magniii. ferves, that the flings of the^ 

cence of the Mediih empire. Rhodians carried farther, not 
The walls of it were fix leagues • only than thofe of the Perfians, 

in circumference, fifty feet but even than moft of their 

broad, and one hundred in archers could fling their ar- 

height ; and flood upon a plinth rows. The Perfian bows are 
of fine blue polifhed flone, "^long; (b that, when their ar«« 

beautifully variegated with rows were taken up, they prov- 

fhells, fifty feet thick, and as ed of great fervice to the Cre- 

»any in height. Here the tans, who ufed them a|;ainft 

Median oueen is faid to have the enemy ; and, takmg a 

taken refuge, when that em- great elevation, could reach 

pire was invaded by thp Per- them at a greater diflance. ~ 



ilans : it fuibin^d likewife a fides this, the Greeks found a 

good 
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Hdre they ftaid thiat day and the next, to fupply tlieirt* 
lelves with provifions, of which they found great plenty^ 
as well as with other necefiaries ; andy on the third, con- 
tinued their march through an open country, whilft Tit 
faphemes followed at a*^diftance, without (hewing anj 
inclination to attack them. However, the Greek chie/s 
found reafon to alter their method of marching in an 
equilateral fiquare, which they now faw was not a proper 
difpofition for a retreating army ; and, upon feveral oc- 
cafions, might have expofed them to the enemy's attacks, 
if they had had the courage to make any (B). They A htw /t/u 
therefore refolved to form fix companies, of an hundred pofiiom if 
men each ; thefc they divided into others of fifty each ) '*'"'. 
and thefc again into others of twenty-five each ; and ^^^^ 
appointed officers to command them. Thefe captains, 
vhen the wings remained upon a march, ftaid behind^ fo as 
not to diforder the rear ; and, when the fides of the fquar^ 
came again to be extended, filled up* the centre, if the 
opening was narrow, with the companies of an hundred 
inen each ; if large, with thofe of fifty j if larger ftill, 

good fupply of bowftrings, and difhearten thofe who were thus 

of lead to call into balls, in expofed ; to fay nothing of 

thofe villages through which the confufion they commonly 

they paired ; both which they threw themlelves into on the 

fuccefsfuUy employed againu croffing over a bridge* wher« 

the enemy (3), every man was eager to go be- 

(B) This idconveniency was fore another. We may add, 

tnore particularly foUnd when- that all thefe difficulties not 

ever the fquare bod)^ came to only expofed the troops to 

a narrow road, to a defile be* the enemy, had they been at» 

tween hills, or in paffing over tacked, but likewife greatly 

a bridge ; at which times the retarded their march ; where* 

wings, were obliged to clofe, as this new difpofition was 

^nd the heavy-armed mien con- the moft proper, both to ac« 

iequently being forced out of celerate it, and to diihcarten 

their ranks, marched very un- the Perfians from attempting 

eafily, being fqueezed fo clofe, toobftrudit. Some difficul* 

as to become almofl ufelefs. ties there are, in Xenophon^s 

On the other hand, when text, on this new method, 

the wings came to jextend them- which are not abfolutely ne- 

felves again, the men who be- cefiary to be difcufied in this 

' fore were forced out of their place ; but thefe the curious 

ranks, muft divide, and con- will find fufficiently cleared up 

fequently leave an opening in by a judicious tranflator, to 

the centre, which could not but whom we fiiall refer them (4). 

(}) AyaC«r. ubi fupra. (4} Spelman, vol. i. p. no. 
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with thofe of twenty-five ; £o that the centre was alwafS 
complete. Whenever, thereforei the army came to a defile 
ox bridge, all confufion was prevented^ by thefe officers 
bringing up the rear* 

They made four marches accordklg td this dlfpofition^ 
without meeting with any thing worthy notice ; and, on 
the fifth day, perceived a royal palace, and a number of 
villages near it ; the road layover high hills, tha^ reached 
dovioi from the mountain, under which one of thefe vil^ 
Mmmidly lages was fituated. They marched over the hills witfa^ 
i*r ret' out interruption from the enemy's cavalry, which, from 
'*** the nature of the ground, could not aft ; but fuffered 

very much from their Infantry, which had pofted them* 
felves upon the fummits, and harafied them exceedingly as 
they afcended one hill, or defcended another, their archers 
and dingers wounding great numbers, whilft thofe of the 
Greeks, not having room to extend themfelves, but being 
mixed with thofe who guarded the baggage, became uf€-> 
lefs all that day. In this manner the Perfian fatraps con- 
tinued, according to their ufual difclpline, to drive their 
troops on towards the enemy ; if the Greeks advanced, 
they immediately retreated, and, as foon as thofe had re- 
joined their camp, renewed the attack : all thefe efiorts 
did not hinder the Grecian army's march over three of 
thofe hills ; after which they came to a village, where the 

fjovernor of the province kept hi.s magazines of provifions, 
iich as corn, barley, wine, meal, &c. Here they halted 
three days, not only to procure a frefh fupply, but like- 
wife to take care of their wounded. 

On the fourth day, as they defcended into the next 
plain, Tiflaphernes, with his army, appeared ; which 
obliged them to encamp at the next village they came to ) 
be^g unable any longer to maintain a running-fight, 
on account of their wounded, or of thofe who carried 
them and their arms. However, as they had encamped 
before the Barbarians could reach the village, they foon 
perceived the difference between attacking the Greeks in 
their ports, and harafling them in their march ; fo that 
Tiflaphernes was forced again to retreat, and to keep to 
his ufual diftance of fixty ftadia from their camp, for fear 
of being furprifed by them in the dead of the night ; and 
the Greeks, not thinking it expedient to purfue them, de- 
camped alfo, and advanced about fixty ftadia more front 
them ; infomuch that they did not fee each other either 
Kap at a the next day, or the day after. On the fourth they ap- 
4^paaf€. peared on an eminence, on which they had taken care to 

poft 
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foft thernieli^es the night before^ becaufe it commanded 
the road through whjch the Greeks muft pafs. Hereupon 
Cheiriibphus feut ordecs to Xenophon to advance with his 
targelieers to the front. But, he being uawillirig to leave 
the fear expofcd, came without them ; and, obferving 
that there was a paflage to the top of the hill, above the 
enemy's poft, offered himfelf to go, and diflodgc them 
thence. Havipg received a teinforcement of targcteers 
from the front, and thofe that were in; the centre of the 
fquare, he began to lead them up the hill, which they 
climbed with fuch fwiftnefs, that it raifed a great fliout 
in both armies, each endeavouring to gain the top before^ 
the other. 

' It was on this occafion, that Xenophon gave a fignal in-^ Xemf^uU 
ftance of his moderation as well as bravery : " Come on, ^^^'i^^y 
faid he, my brave foldiers ; this is the laft encounter we ^*^*«^^ 
(hall have with the enemy, and which will foon open to * *^* 
us the way into Greece." Here he was fmartly taken up 
by a Sicyonian, named Soteridas, who told him, that he 
fpoke at his eafe, being on horfeback, whilft he was quite 
foundered with lugging his fhield. Xenophon no fooner 
heard him than he leaped from his horfe ; and, taking the 
(hield in his hand^ moved with double fpeed up the hill, 
encouraging the reft to follow him ; which fo exafperated 
the foldiers againft the Sicyonian, that they made him take 
Up his ihield again « Xenophon remounted his horfe, and Puts the 
Jed them on, till the cragginefs of the hill obliged him to Perfiam 
difmount again^ whilft the Greek army from below en- f^i^* 
couraged him and his troops with their fhouts ; and, as 
foon as -they had gained the top, they beheld with plea- 
fure the cowardly Tiflaphemes and Ariaeus turning o^t of 
the road, and marching off" with all the fpeed they could. 
At the fame time Cheirifophusled his army down into 
the plain, and encamped for that night at avillage, where 
they found plenty of all things, befides fome. other vil- 
lages, at a fmail diftance from the Tigris, full of provi*- 
fions. Here they had, however, feveral of their men, 
who had ventured too far after plunder, killed by the 
Perfians, whilft Tiffaphernes attempted to burn fome of 
the more diftant villages. 

By this time Xenophon and his men had joined the 
Greeks in the plain ; to whom he addreffed himfelf as fol- 
lows : " You fee that the Barbarians, by the hoftilities speech to 
they commit, and which we have forborn, acknowkge us the Greeh^ 
Jtnafters of this country ; and I think, faid he, to Cheiri- 
fophus, that it would highly become us to free its poor 

inhabitants 



-- 



b7* ^ophofts ketteai. 

Jiitiabitants fh)m tfaofe incendiaries/' ^' I am not ot jb^ 
opinion (replied he)} and I tbin'k^ that if we fet irt 
to it ourfelves, they will give over iht fooncr.** Not-J 
withftanding all this fuccefs^ every day produced frefli 
tfn»d^ difficulties: on the one hand, the plain before them 
•^'"* was bounded by vaft and inslcceffible mountdin^; and 
on the other by the Tigris, which was here fo deep, that 
their longeft pikes could not reach the bottom of it : there 
were no veflels, or flat-bottomed boats tO be feen upon it, 
tior any poiHbility of throwing a bridge over it. At length 
a Rhodian engaged to dontrivci a potitoon^ Upon which 
four thoufand men might be Mrafted over at once, pro^ 
vided they fumifhed him with fuch things as he wanted, 
and gave him a talent for his reward. Being aiked what 
materials he Chould want } he anfwered, only V»o tboii- 
fand leathern bags, which might be eafilv procured* by 
pitying as many cattle, and blowing up their fldns *, thefe, 
when fattened to each other with proper girts, poifed 
with ftones let down into the water ; and covered with 
fafcines and earth, to prevent the men flipping down,- 
would ferry over four thoufand at one eroding. This 
projefl: fcemed vcfy iiigenious, th<j misfortune was, " that 
there appeared fome Perflan cavalry on the oppofite fliord, 
which would not fail of breaking all thefe meafuresi 
the captains, therefore* came to a fefplution of Caking t 
contrary road from that they had gone, and of burning 
«ll the villages they left behind 5 by which means thfc 
enemy would be kept in fufpence^ not knowing which 
road they defigned to take* 
Vneerfmn While the foldiers were employed in getting a fupply 
ho'O) to of provifions* the chiefs, ftill at a lofs what to refol?c, 
fi^^^^l^^ held a cbuhcil; in which having fcverally examined 
'•*7'« ^jjgiip prifoners, concerning the countries that lay round 
them, they were informed that the fouth road led td 
Media and Babylon, through which they came$ that 
the eaft road lead to Sufa and Ecbataii^, where the king 
Was faid to pafs the fpring and fummer 5 the weftem, 
which lay over the Tigris, led to Lydia and Ionia ; and 
the northern, which was over high mountains, led to the 
country of the Carduchi (C), a warlike and unconquered 
nation, which had defeated a Perfian array of a hundred 

and 

(C) Thefe were the de- ^ete a flout warlike people, 
fcendants of the ancient Scy- and divided into a vaft number 
thians, who fpread themfelves of tribes. The Carduchi, who 
all over thefe northern trads, gave our Greeks here io much 

trouble 
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atld twenty thoufand men, none of which ever returned, 
the roads being impaflable. The prifoners added, that 
whenever they were at peace with the Perfian governor of 
the plain, there was then an intercourfe between the two 
nations ; and that having got over thofe barbarous coun- 
tries, they would enter into the fertile plains of Armenia, 
of which Orontas was then governor, where they might 
cither ford over the Tigris, or march round the fpring head 
of that river, and from thence continue their route with 
cafe and fafety, which way they pleafed. The Tigris being jaliihi 
impaflable on the weft, they had no way left to march northern 
but northward over the mountains ; being afraid left the road. 
pafles fliould be guarded by the enemy, they refolved to 
keep their march fecret; and having. offered the ufual fa- 
crifices, ordered the foldicrsto go to reft, and to be ready 
to march *on the firft fignal •*. % 

The orders for marching were given a little before the 
laft watch of the night; fo that they had time to crofs the 
plain whilft it was dark, and Cheirifophus, who com* 
inanded the van, was got to the fummit of the firft hills 
before he was perceived by the enemy. Xenophon 
brought up the rear at the head of the heavy^armed, which 
were the moft dreJided by the Perfians, though thefe did 
not attack them whilft they were going up the hill. Whert 
they hadpafled it, they followed their van into the villages 
that were difperfed in the vallies and fides of the moun- 
tains. The Carduchi betook themfelves to flight with n r ^^ 
their wives and children, and gave the Greeks a fair op- duchifly 
portunity of fupplying themfelves with plenty of provi- Jrom Uitm. 
^ns. They had, till now, flattered themfelves, that they 
might, with eafe, obtain a friendly paflage through their 

^ Xenophon, ubi fupra, in fin, lib. iii. 



trouble in their retreat) were, 
according to Strabo (i), better 
Iknown afterwards by the name 
of Parthians ; a nation which 
became fuch a terror to the 
Romans. 

M. De Lifle, in his esplana- 
ciOQ of his map of Xeuophon^s 
retreat, gives feveral proofs, 
that they were the fame with 
the prefent Gurdes, their coun- 



try the fame U'hich the Ro- 
mans called Corduena, and the 
moderns now Curdiftan (2) * 
though it ir probable, that the 
prefent traft which goes by that 
name is of much greater e.a* 
tent' than that which the Car- 
duchi then poflfefled, who only 
occupied the mountainous parts 
of it (3). 



(0 Gcogr. lib.xvi. (2) Memoirs of the Koyal Acadettl. 

ann. 1711, p. S7. (3) Sec the Map at the head of thi^ Appendix. 
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country, as both were enemies of tbeFer6aii$; and tlicM^ 
fore they called after them, and, by the tone of thdr 
voice, and other geftures, endeavoured to bripg thejn to 
a friendly parley. But when they found them deaf to aUL* 
tkeir inTitations and motion», Cheirifophus encsuQped hi^ 
troops in the firft villages he met.with ;. but forherti med- 
dline with any thing but fuch provifions as the army &>od in 
Ximpk$m neea of. Xenophoa, with hie heavy rear-guard, faied 
^f^'^ ^ much worfe, fuSermg greatly from the craggedaeis of the 
voads^ the difficult afeents and defcents, and likewife from 
lobfe bands of l^e Carduchi, who harrafled them with 
vollies of darts and ftpnes(D). 

The Greeks, beginning to find what a dangerous taik 
k "would be to open a way through a country fo craggy 
and mountainous, and a people fo ftout and fierce, came 
to a refolution to leave behind all their fuperflaons baggage, 
horfes, ilaves, and prifonersy which only ferved to clog 
/iuout b^ 3,jj retard their march, and to keep many hands employed 
**^ in the care of them,, that might be of more fervice elfc- 

where, befides canfing a greater fcarcity of provifions. hi 
cottfequence of this refolution the generals placed them- 
felves in a narrow defile, where the army was to pafsy 
and took from each ibldier every thing that was fuperflii- 
ous or cumberfome, though they did not deprive them of 
any handfome captive, for whom they {hewed a more than 
common fondnefs^ and in this manner they continued 
their march, fometimes fighting and fometimes refting. 
The next day proving rainy and ftormy, made itilillmore 
difficult. However they were obliged to march, becaufe 
their provifions began to fail; and, as the pafles through 
which their route lay were very narrow, they fufFered (lift 
more from the Carduchi, who lay fcattered on each fide, 
and inceffantly harrafTed them. Cheirifophus, who led 
the van^ which confifted of the light-armed, ,was fre- 
quently, on that account, obliged to halt, and flay for 
Xenophon, whofe rear was made up of the heavy-armed. 



hisfupir* 
flit9mt 

9H^ 



SltUhar^ 
raJftJ by 
the Car' 
duchit 



(D) The Carduchi much ex- 
celled the Greeks in the ufe 
aod flrength of their ,bows, as 
thofe did the Perfians. We 
are told, they were of fuch 
prodigious length, that they 
bent them with their feet ;* the 
arrows were in proportion, fo 



well tempered and keen, aad 
darted with fuch violence, that 
no fhield could refill them ( i ) ; 
fo that, by being able to throw 
them at fuch a diftance, they 
kept themfelves out of the 
reach of their enemy. 



(>i) Vide Died. Sic. lib. xiv. k Xenoph. ubi fopra, lib. iv. 
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One day, Inftead df waiting for him, he marchfed on with 
uncommon fpeed, and encouraged his men to follow .^ 

tiim : the rear, being thus left behind, was roughly hand- Xenophon^f 
led \ and loft, among many others, two of its braveft ^f^^/*'^'^ 
officers, viz. Cleonymus, a Lacedsemonlan, and Bafias, J' ' '*"• 
an Arcadian^ the latter of whom had his head pierced^ 

uite through with an arrow. 
As foon as Xenophon had overtaken the vany which he 
did in the next plain, where they encamped, he went dJ- 
re£Uy to Cheirifophus, and complained, telling him what I 

two orave commanders he had loft, without being able to 
bring them off, or bury them. To this the Lacedaemo- 
nian anfwered, that his defign was to gain, the fummit ot 
a'hill, before the Barbarians pofleffed themfelves of it;' I 

fince his guides aflured him there was no other way but 
that for him to take. Here Xenophon, who had in the 
late encounter taken two prifoners, propofed to have theni 
examined apart about it ; which was immediately done : 
and one of them, notwithftanding all their threats of tor- 
. turing him to death, declared that there was no other * 
\iray, at Icaft that he knew of none : whereupon, the 
otlier being called, and the 6rft killed before him, ac- 
quainted them, that the reafon of his cbftinacy was, that 
he had a daughter married to a man who lived on the road 
"which he concealed, and, at tl^e fame time, engaged to 
condufl them through it himfelf ; afluring them, that it 
• was paiTable even for fumpter-horfes, but added, that it 
was commanded by an eminence, i^hich, if rfot fecured/ 

would render the pafs imprafticable. ^ ^ ' 

The artny was made acquainted with this cjrcumftance, Apaft . 

and a commiffion, to get pofleffion of this pafs, was" ten- ^^.^^^ ^y, s, 

dcred to thofe who would voluntarily undertake it : upon' '^^^^^^^^''■^* 

which two brave Arcadians, named Agafias and Ar'ifto- 

nymus, offering themfelves, were appointed to condu'dt 

the enterprize : prefently after which, two other chiefs, 

of equal merit, contefted that poft of honour with them, 

viz. Callimachus, the Parrhalian, and Arifteas of Chios ; 

and were joined in the fame commiflion. They had two y 

thoufand men under their command : Xeriophon's guide \ 

was, likewife, delivered up bound to them 5 and it was' 

agreed, that they fliould endeavour to gain the fummit! 

that night, and the .next morning, by break of day, if.. 

they fucceeded, give notice of it to the reft by found of 
.trumpet. Things being thus ordered, they marched, un- 

dfcr the Conduft of their guide ; and, though it rained very 

hard that night, Xenophon mafched, at the head of his" 

iear, towards the paffage in his fronts iii' order' to dfavy^ 
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the enemy tbat way, and conceal tbe motions of their de* 
Tdnophdm tackment. But, as he was leading his men through a val- 
karajftd ley, in order to gain an afcent, the Barbarians rolled dpw^ii 
nvuh kmgt dones of great weight and Gze, which, breaking in picccSf 
'^^ *** made it impoffible for them to go farther \ this was con- 
tinued all that night. 

In the mean time the volunteers, having taken a long 
compafs, fell upon the enemy's guard as they were fitting 
round a fire ; and, having killed fome of them, and forced 
the reft down the precipice, imagined they had got pof* 
fellion of the fummit ; but, to their furprize, they found 
an eminence ftill above it, near which lay a narrow^ way 
where the guard fat ; but that was poflefledby tbe enemy, 
and, night coming on, they were obliged to continue where 
they were. A thick fog, the next morning, fo tWtCtu^Wj 
covered their march, that they furprifed the enemy, who, 
however, proved fo nimble, that they could not kill one 
of them. But they took care to found the trumpet, to 
*Tkepafs give notice to the reft of their own army ; at which fignal 
Xained b^ the whole body of light-armed men began to move to- 
ihi van* wards them, and to gain the fummit by different ways, 
fome of which were fo craggy and fteep, that thofe who 
were above were forced to draw the reft up with their 
pikes ; and, after much ftruggle and toil, joined the de- 
tachment of Agafias. 

Xenophon, and his heavy-armed rear and fumpter- 
horfes, could not follow them up the fteep afcent j but were 
forced to fetch the fame compafs thaj: Agafias had done ; 
Xenophon fo ^hat the enemy, who were pofted on an eminence above 
•oy/if ^*" the road, kept conrinually annoying them with huge 
ftoncs ; which obliged his men to march in an irregular 
manner to avoid them. They had not gone far before 
they perceived the Carduchi on another eminence, which 
^epulfes they were likewife obliged to pafs ; at the fight of whom 
^tiantl^T ^^®/*°'^^^''® mutually encouraged each other to advance, 
ihritldUs* ^^'^^ ^ Barbarians obferving, betook themfelves to 
flight, without (hooting an arrow, or throwing a ftonc. 
They had no fooner gained this hill than they faw an- 
other before them, guarded by the enemy, which they 
alfo refolved to attack. However, for fear any of them 
fhould return to this they were on, and from thence annoys 
' the fumpter-horfes as they pafled, Xenophon guarded it by 
a good detachment, which he committed to the care of 
Cephifodorus, an Athenian, and Archagoras, a banifhed 
Argive, two trufty captains ; whilft he, with the reft of 
his rear, marched towards ^the other hill, which he gained 
in the fame manner.. There ftill remained a third, and 
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much fteeperj viz. that on which Agafias^ and his de-* 
tachment, had furprifed the enemy's guard ; but this was 
hkewife abandoned by the Barbarians, to the great amaze- 
ment of the Greeks : but their defign was, as they had 
obferved from thence all that had paffed before, to attack 
the rear as foon as they could. 

They did fo accordingly ; and the brave Cephifodorus, 
with fome other officers of equal valour, loft their lives in 
(kfence of their poft; whilft his colleague, Archagoras, 
confidering the danger of fuch a fruitlefs oppofition, leap- 
ed down the precipice, followed by the reft of his men, « 
who found means to join Xenophon's rear-guard, and 
acquainted him with what had paffed on the tops of the 
hill. That general, feeing the enemy on the oppofitc 
eminence, took that opportunity to treat with them by an 
interpreter, and to demand his dead from them ; to which a trwa 
they cpnfented, on condition that he would not burn their w/M tAem, 
villages. At length, after a fatiguing and dangerous 
march of feven days, through rocks, hills, and dales, ha- 
rafled all that time by the Barbarians, they arrived at a 
moft delightful plain, where they found many finehoufes. Get into a 
in which they quartered the troops, and great plenty of richplain, 
provifions, efpecially wine. Here alfo they prevailed 
upon the Carduchi, out of whofe territories they now 
were, to deliver up their dead in exchange of their pri- 
foncrs ; and thofe they buried with all the funeral ho- 
nours that their prefent fituation would permit. 

The Armenian plains they had now, with fo much dif- 
ficulty, got in fight of, would foon have revived their Ar^«u ^^. 
hopes of feeing, once more, their beloved country, had tuUlp^. 
not the entrance into them been obftrufted by the river 
Centrites, which is two hundred feet wide, and falls into 
a lake of vaft extent. However, they ftaid. there to re- Tkeimp^J^ 
frefli themfelves, and enjoy that plenty and variety which A^'-f Cew 
the country yielded, and began to look upon their former ^''^'* 
hardlhips as at an end ; but the next morning they were 
difagreeably furprifed with the appearance of an army 
of horfe and foot, drawn up on the other fide of the 
river, on an eminence about three or four hundred feet 
from it, in battle-array,' in order to oppofe their paf-» 
fage. Thefe were Armenians, Mygdonians, Chaldaeans, 
and other auxiliaries, hired by Orontas, governor of that 
province. The only road the Greeks could difcover led 
upwards, and feemed to have been i;nade by art ; and the 
i)ireadth of the river inducing them to believe it fordable, 
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t}iey attempted to pafs it there ; but tbey bad not gone far 
before they found themfelves obliged to return^ and en- 
cj»inp on the bank sof the river. 

In this difmal fituation they fpent a melancholy night 
and a day, being neither able to move forward nor back- 
XiHophdn ward without imminent dapger. At length Xenophon^ 
fivivts who had learned, from his mafter Socrates, to ftrike out 
f^flrtipeu hopes from fupcrftition, as well as philofophy, was, in 
fome meafure, relieved by a dream, in which he imagined 
himfelf in chains, and awoke with the pleafure of feebg 
them break of their own accord. He arofe immediately, 
and went to communicate it to Cheirifophus, and the 
reft of the Grqek chiefs, who were no lefs pleafed with it, 
and, in thaukfulnefs, offered facrifices to the gods, wherein 
the viftims feemed to confirm the favourablencfs o£ the 
dream. The army was foon after ordered to breakfaft \ 
and, whilft Xenophon was eating his. own, two young 
foldiers were brought to him; for, whether eating or 
ileeping, accefs' was ftever denied to any that came to 
communicate any matter of concern to him* Thefe told 
him, that whilft they were gone to gather fome fewel, 
they perceived two or thr^e perfons on the other fide of 
"4 new ford the river, who were hiding .fome things, like bags of 
iifcoytred. cloaths, in the cavity of a rock ; from which they con- 
cluded that they might fafely ford over there, efpecially as 
the banks on the other fide were inacceflible to the enemy's 
horfe ; and that they had accordingly pafied it, the water 
not rifing aboye their middle. Xenophon, highly pleafed 
with the news, immediately ordered a libation to be offer- 
ed to the god5> who had difcovered this paffage to bim,'in 
confirmation of his dream ; and then condu£ted the two 
youths to Cheirif<^hus, where it was unanimouily refolv- 
ed , that they fhould forthwith follow the route which 
the gods had pointed out to them. This ford was about 
four ftadia from the camp, whither the two youths con- 
dufted the army, Cheirifophus, with the light-armed 
troops, leading the van, Xenophon, with his heavy-armed, 
bring up the rear, and the fupipter-horfes marching in the 
jcentre : in this order they were to crofs the river at the 
ford. Here they faw the enemy's cavalry on the oppofite 
ihore, watching their motions, without being able to annoy 
them. Cheirifophus, who was crowned wkh a garland 
of flowers, firft pulled off his cloaths, and, taking up 
ni 'van his arms, commanded his van to do the fame, and to 
pajfts the ^larch thro.ugb the river in columns, fome on his right 
P^^^f* and others on his left. The priefts, who were pouring 

" ' ' the 



•fhe Mood of the viftims into the waves, proclaimed, that 
•they faw nothing but good omens ; and the foldiers, and 
<heir women, were finging the paean, in a kind of chorus, 
^hilft they were entering the river. 

In the mean time Xenophoa and his rear, inftead of Xenophen^ 
following them in the fame track, made a feint as if he ftratng^m*' 
defigned to crofs it at the place below, where Aey had 
lately attempted it; which had the deGred tStCt on the 
enemy's cavalry on the other fide, who, fearing to be 
furrounded by the Greeks, abandoned their pofts, and 
fled towards the road that led from the river into the 
country. Whereupon Cheirifophus, who, with his van^ 
had gained the fliore, fcnt Lycius and ^fchines, with the 
iiorfe and targeteers under their command, in purfuit of 
them, who cried, as they went up the hill^ •* We wild 
not be kft behind, but will march up with you in a body.** 
-At the fame time Cheirifophus advanced to the other 
T^ody of the enemy, who feeing themfclves abandoned by 
^lieir cavalry, foon quitted the eminence that commanded 
"the river, and fled. Xenophon perceiving, from the other 
Bde, that his ilratagem had fucceeded, returned to the 
army that was pafling over ; but, by tliis time, they per- 
-ceived fomc Car^uchian troops defcending into the plain, 
as if defigning to fall upon the rear: upon which he 
ordered his men to face about, and divided them into fe* 
veral fmall bodies of twenty-five men each, in order to 
«iarch againft them, while the hindmoft men of every file 
pofted themfelves along the banks of the banks of the river* 
The Carduchi feeing the rear weakened by the departure 
-of thofe who efcorted the baggage, came down with rapi- 
'dity, finging as they marched 5 which being perceived by 
Cheirifophus, who knew that all was fecure on his fide, 
be fent foihe of his targeteers and flingers to the affiftance 
of Xenophon, who no fooner obferved their coming to- 
wards him, than he fcnt them orders not to enter the 
river, but to range themfclves in two ftlesi, at a fmall dis- 
tance from it ; and that, when they faw him begin to 
pafs, they Ihould come forward, in the water, on eack 
(ide, oppofite to him, with their bows bent, and their 
flings pointed againft the enemy, as if they defigned to 
crols over. He next charged his own men not to quit 
their ranks in crofling the river, and not to fall upon the 
Carduchi till the trumpet gave the fignal ; after which he 
ordered the fumpter-horfes, the women, and other retinue, 
Co pafs over. The Carduchi, being come near, difcharged 
their bows and flings ; but, as they had only been ufed to 
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fight the enemy in the mountains, where they could re* 
treat as faft as they pleafed, they found themfelves now 
fo much at a lofs how to engage them on the plain, that 
they were put to the rout almoft upon the firft blowing of 
the trumpet : fo that, after the Greeks were all got fafe 
acrofs the river, they could ftill lee the enemy flying. 
The army united about noon, and, in an inhabited plain, 
marched five parafangs, in order to reach a town where 
was a (lately palace belonging to the fatrap, and where 
moft of the houfes were adorned with turrets. Here they 
found a plentiful fupply of all neceffaries \ and in two 
days more, or ten parafangs, they iVere got above the 
head of the Tigris ; and in three more, or fifteen para- 
fangs, came to the river Teleboas (E). 
Treat with This country was called the Weftern Armenia, and 
tAg tnach- was governed by Teribazus, a fatrap, in fuch favour with 
groMj 7irt- j|jg king, that, when prefent, he was the only perfon al- 
^**'' lowed to lift him upon his horfe. He had formed a treach- 
erous defign to entrap and deftroy the Greeks ; the bet- 
ter to conceal which, he met them, at the head of a troop 
of horfe, and deCrcd a conference with their chiefs : 
which being agreed to, he told them, that he was willing 
to grant their army a free paffage, and neceflary provifions, 
in cafe they engaged to abftain from all hoflilities : upon 
which a league was concluded, and fworn to, between 
them. 

From thence they marched fifteen parafangs more in 
three days, Teribazus marching at the diftance of ten 
Iladia, and came, at length, to a royal palace, furrounded 
with many villages, abounding with provifions, and where 
^ deep fnow (F) obliged them to take their quarters in the 

adjacent 



f (E) We know but little of 
this river, its courfe, or any 
thing elfe, except that it is 
placed by our author, and the 
Byzantine geographer, near 
the fpring-head of the Tigris, 
and runs through a fertile and 
delightful plain (I ). The rea- 
der may fee, by the map, that 



(F) Although it may appear 
furprifirig, that this country, 
which lies between the thirqr- 
feventh and fortieth degrees of 
latitude, ihould be liable to 
fuch ezcefiive froils and fnows, 
yet it is no more than what all 
authors, both ancient and roo^ 
dern, affirm, particularly M, 



it croifes all the country of Tournefort, who hath been aa 

Armenia, and falls, at length, eye-witnefs of it; and hath 

into the Euphrates, a little endeavoured to account for the 

nbove the city of Zeugma. fnow lying on thofc high hilll 



(i) Idem, ibidt Stcj>h. dc Urb. in Voc. 
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adjacent villages, which fupplied them with all things 
in great plenty, ,and even with vi£tims, and wine of 
an exquifite flavour. Here they received intelligence Amwrn^ 
from Come of their ftraggiers, that there was an army en* ^f^'^'r 
camped at fome diftance, which thty had difcovered by ^^^ '"^^* 
the light of the fires kindled about it : upon which the 
chiefs, judging it unfafe for their troops to be at fuch dif- 
tance from each other, refolved tp have them joined, and 
encamped abroad ; but a fre(h quantity of fnow had fal- 
len fo deep on that night, that on tbe morrow Xenophon, 
who was one of the earlieft abroad, could not perceive 
where the foldiers lay 5 and both they, and the fumpter- 
horfes, were fo benumbed with cold, that they could Meuund 
hardly be got upon their feet. Xenophon immediately ^'^f ^ 
took a hatchet in his hand, and with it cutting bougha ***^ 
from the trees, fome of the reft followed his example ; 
upon which they made large fires, anointed themfelves 
with fuch oils and drugs as they hadj till they were re- 
covered from their nupibnefs ; and it being found dan* 
gerous to fufFer tbem-to lie- longer in the open air, they 
were again fent to their former quarters in the villages. 
The chi;efs difpatched a . detachment, under the condu^ 
of Democrates of Temcnus, a proper pcrfon for fjucb an , 

expedition, to the mountains, whence their ftraggiers' had 
fecn the fires, and who, at his return, afiiired them, that 
he had not perceived any ; but he brought a prifoner with 
him, belonging to Teribazus's army, who acquainted 
them, that the fatraps were preparing to attack them at 
a defile in the mountains ; being alked what forces they 
had, he anfwered, that, befides their own army, they 
had fome mercenary troops of Chalybians and Toachians. . 

Upon this report, the Greek chiefs refolved to fecure Secun am 
that pafs ; and, leaving the camp under the care of So- fftportant 
phaenetus, took the prifoner for their guide, and moved $2/ /aI 
forward towards the place. As foon as they got over the Pgrfians t9 
mountains, and perceived Teribazus's, camp, the targe- >%iS/. 
teers, whb were then foremoft, gave a great fhout, and 
ran towards it, without ftaying for the heavy-armed ; 
which fo alarmed the Barbarians, that they immediately 
betook themfelves to fuch a precipitate flight, that few of 
them were killed, and only about twenty horfes taken. 
They found in Teribazus's tent beds with filver feet, and 

near ten months in the year, in Spelmau's note on Xeno* 
The reader may fee it in that phont 
author's eighteenth letter, or • 

drinking 
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drmking cupsi with fome prifoners, who called' tbein« 
felves his bakers and cup-bearers ; all which thej feizcd^ 
and carried ofF. The Greeks founded a retreat, and 
marched diredUy to their former camp, to prevent the 
Barbarians attackln||>it, and arrived at it on the fame day. 
On the next morning they march^ to gain the pafs> be- 
fore the enemy could have time to rally; and marched 
forward, with guides, through deep fnows ; and having, 
€n the fame day, pa^ed the deBle where Teribazus de- 
(igned to have attacked them, they encamped. From 
thence they made a march of three days through a defert, 
and came near the head of the Eupnrates, which they 
forddd with eafe, the water not rifing above their mid- 
dle : after which they went fifteen . parafangs, through 
deep iiiows, in three days, the laft of which proved the 
moft fatiguing, the north wind blowing full in their 
faces. The fnow was a fathom deep, and the cold fo in- 
teafcy that many of their flaves and horfes died, befides 
thirty of their men. This waS) at firft, looked upon as 
a particular kind of diforder ; but they foon difcovered, 
that there wanted nothing but good warm nouriihment to 
recover them (G). Whilft Xenophon was taking that 
care upon himfelf, Cheirifophus arrived at a village about 
die clofe of the day, where he found fome women draw- 
ing water at a well. Thefe a&ed him, what troops tfaofe 
were, and whither they were going. To whom he an- 
fwered, by his Perfian interpreter, that they were fent by 
the king to the fatrap : upon which they replied, that the 
fatrap's palace was about a parafang farther. Night com* 
ing on, he followed them into the village, with all that 
could come up, and encamped there that night. 



(G) Xenophon, who ob- 
fervcd great numbers of his 
men lying on the ground, aiked 
the nature of their complaints, 
and was anfvvered by fome who 
were acquainted with the na- 
ture of their diftemper, that 
it was called the bulimy; a 
difeafe which, Galen tells us, 
caufes a violent craving for 
vi6^ual8, makes men lofe the 
ufe of their limbs, turn pale, 
^p4 fell down ; while the ex- 



tremities are numbed, the (lo- 
mach oppreiTed, and the pulfe 
is fcarcely felt ( i ) ; but being 
told, that if any refrefhment 
was given to thena, they would 
rife again, he inftantly went 
to the baggage, and got what 
provilions he could, and di- 
vided among thofe who la- 
boured under the diftemper; 
upon which they foon found 
themfelves able to refume 
their march. 



(f ) Vide Hutchinf, et Spelm. Not, in Xenopb. 

Xenophon^ 
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' XenopIiOA, and his rear, who could not keep up with andTUno^ 
them» were obliged to encamp in the open air> without fhoninthi 
fire or vi£tuals ; infomuch that feveral of them died with open air i 
hunger and cold, and the reft were quite exhaufted and ^»^«*« 
ipiritlefs. Some of them loft their fight by the glaring 5//fr<^//, 
of the fnow, and others their hands and feet by the cold. '^ ^ * 
The firft were, indeed, relieved, by wearing fomething 
black over their eyes, the others by keeping their limbs 
in a conftant motion, and* by putting oflF their (hoes at 
night (H). But the greateft of all evils was their being ^-^^^^^^j^^ 
difpirited to fuch a degree, that feveral of them laid jitterly 
themfelves down by the fide of a fountain* where the fnow di^irited^ 
was melted round, and protefted, that they would ftir no 
farther, but die there* Xenophon, being informed of 
this, went forthwith to perfuade them to follow the 
army ; and told them, that the enemy was at hand, 
a detachment having furprifed fome of their horfes 
and baggage ; but neither his perfuafions nor threats 
could get any thing from them, except that their lives 
were at his difpofal, and that he might kill them, if he 
pleafed ; for they were not able to proceed. His con- 
cern, however, left they fhould be furprifed and cut in 
pieces by the Perfians, who were advancing in great num* 
bers, made him try to ftrike a terror into the Barbarians ; 
and, taking fuch of his men as had ftill courage and refo- 
lutibn enough left to follow him, he marched, and at- 
tacked them, as they were quarrelling about fome booty 
they had taken ; caufing the invalids all the while to ftrike 
their pikes againft their fhields, and to ihout inceffiintly ; 
which fo alarmed the enemy, that they threw themfelves Barkt' 
into the valley through the fnow, and were heard of no ''^*«»^^«^ 
more. "^Sit- 

Xcnophon, with the reft of his little vi£borious body, 
returned to his invalids, and promifed, that they fliould 
receive fome relief by the next morning ; buti before he 
had moved four ftadia forward, he found others in the 
fame condition, lying on the fnow, ftarving with cold 

(H) This, it feems, they forced to make ufe of what 

were forced to do, becaufe they called carbatines, or fan- 

thofe that ilept with them on, dais, or rather perhaps ihoct 

found the latchecs pierce their made of raw- hides (2) : and 

fiefli, and their (hoes flick clofe thefe fo damaged their feet, 

to their feet ; for their old ones that they were neither able to 

tiding worn out, they were ftand or go* 

'•■'■■ . 

(a) Idem, ihid. 

{md 
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and hunger, and without any guard. Thefe he Hkewife 
aflifted ; and, as foon as they were able to rife, they ac- 
quainted him, that the van-guard did not advance ; and, 
' being informed of their reafon for halting, he moved to- 
wards them, and, on the next day, according to his pro- 
mifc, -fent fomc of the van-guard to fetch the fick and 
invalids, who were very numerous : and, by this means, 
the whole army was re-united, to their no frnall joy. It 
being the opinion of their chiefs, that they might be 
tacamp m quartered in the villages, Cheirifophus ftaid with his van, 
i^.^^^' and the reft were diftributed in the neighbourhood, where, 
they found plenty of all provifions, and fpcnt feven -whole 
days in fuch feafting and jollity, as, they thought, made 
them ample amends for all the fatigues and hardfhips the 
had undergone (I). 

Xenophon having, by his fingular moderation and gc- 
norofity, gained the affeftion of the bailiff of the village, 
that officer not only difcovered to them a large referve of 
wine hid underground, which proved very acceptable to 
the foldiers, but prefent^d fomc very fine horfes (K) to 

thq 



t^es. 



Jfnjb 



(I) The houfes here were, 
it feems, biiilt after a different 
form than they had hitherto 
fcen, and were all under- 
ground. The entrance into 
them was like the mouth of a 
fpactous well, at which they 
went down by a ladder, into 
the apartments below, which 
they found very lairge, apd fill- 
ed with goats, . fheep, cow^, 
fowls, with their young, &c. 
but thofe had a particular en- 
trance dug for them, and had 
their 'proper food and fodder 
fiored in with them. Here 
they lilcewife found plenty of 
wheat, barley, pulfe, beer in 
jars, in which the malt was 
ilill fioatiog upon the brim, 
with reeds of different iizes, 
and without joints : thefe lail 
;iny t)\at were dry put to their 
mouths, and fucked the liquor 
with them, which was very 

(3) Euterpe. 



flrong, if not diluted with wa- 
ter, and exceeding pleafant to 
thofe that were ufed to it. Our 
author calls it^ J»®' x^i6i>0', 
literally barley -wine ; fuch, as 
Herodotus (3) tells us, the E- 
gyptians ufed inftead of wine ; 
ana the invention of which is 
attributed to Oiiris, or the £^ 
gyptian Bacchus (4). 

(K) Thefe horfes were of fq 
excellent a breed, that the 
whole country, which they 
were told was called Armenia, 
paid their tribute to the king 
in them. They were lefs, in- 
deed, thanthofeof Perfia, but 
had more mettle, were finer 
fhaped, and more fleet. Xe* 
nophon, taking the bailiff wi& 
him to' the village of the van- 
quiflicd, viiited every quarter, 
where his own men were in 
the height of feafting and 
mirth : the tables were coyertd 



(4) Bibl. lib. u 
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the fubaltem officers; and engaged like wife to be fbeif 
guide, till they arrived at another nation ; which he ac- 
cordingly did, during the three firft days journey, and 
would probably have gone farther, had he not been ftruck 
by Cheirifophus, for not leading the army to fome vil- 
lages, rather than through an uninhabited plain ; where- 
upon he difappeared that night. This ill treatment of ^ ^^^ 
the bailiff caufed a difference between Cheirifophus and *nc€ bt^ 
Xenopbon, though probably the only one they had during ^w«» 
their whole march. They had taken a fon of the bailiff's ^^f^!} 
as a pledge for his fidelity, who being now left behind, in Xenoth§M. 
charge of Epifthenes, that commander took fuch a liking 
to the youth, that he obliged him to go with him into 
Greece. 

After a route of feven days, in which they marched Croft tU 
five parafangs a day, they crofled the river Phafis (L), P^A^* 
which is about an hundred feet broad ; and from thence, 
after ten parafangs more, they perceived a mountain be- 
fore them, the paffage over which was guarded by Cha- 
lybians, Taochians, and Phafians. Cheirifophus, who 
(till led the van, feeing them thus advantageoufly polled, 
halted, till the companies were advanced to the front, and 
drawn up in a line ; as foon as the rear was come up, he 
aiTembled the captains, and fpoke to this effeft : " You 
fee, that the Barbarians are poffeffed of the pafs over the 
mountain ; and we muft now confider, whilft the foldiers 
are taking fome refrefliment, whether we had beft at- 
tempt the paffage to-day, or put it off till to-morrow." 
" My advice (faid Cleanor) is to attack the enemy 

with lamb, kid, pork, veal, (L) So our author calls it, 

fowl, and plenty of bread, (^ounv wolflt^xoir; but it can no^ be 

fome of wheat, and others of fuppofed to be that which ftlft 

barley. When they came to into the Euxinefea, and famed 

that of Cheirifophus, they for its breed of pheafants ; but 

found them in the fame jovial rather, as moft moderns think, 

way, crowned with garlands the Araxes, which croffes Ar- 

made of hay, and attended by menla from weft to eafl:, and 

Armenian boys, in Perfian falls into the Cafp'ian fea (i), 

dreffes : fo that there was no- whofe impetuous courfe is {o 

thing to be feen through the boldly defcribed by Virgil, 
whole Greek army but feafting 

and jollity, during their flay — jpon tern indignatus Araxes. 

there* Mn, viii. 

(t) SeeDe Lifle^sMap, at the bfginning of this Appendix | Re- . 
traite ides lo^coo ; Spelman, &c. 
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a$ fdbn z» we have dined^ left our delay iliould ificreaie 
their confidence) and give them time to get afEftance." 
Xenophon was of his opinion, that, if they muft needs 
fight the enemy, they ought to lofe no time ; ^* Bat 
fadded he) might we not go over the mountain without 
uriking a ftroke ? It appears to be above fixty ftadia in 
lengthy and the enemy only guards one part of it \ might 
not we therefore find out fontie other afbent, which, though 
more difficult, may yet be le(s dangerous ? The fureft way 
for an army, feems to me to be tluit where it hath no foe 
to encounter ; and that may be done by ftealing a inarch 
in the night, and taking ar compafs about/' Then, ad- 
dreifing himfelf to Cheirifophus, with a fmile, ** The 
Lacedaemoniaps (faid he) are naturally made for fuch en- 
.terprizes, and inured, from their childhood, to fuch fur- 
tive exploits : fo that, inftead of a diihonour, you reckon 
it a duty to fteal thofe things which the law hath not de- 
barred you from. And in order to teach you to fteal with 
greater dexterity and fecrecy, your laws have provided, that 
thofe who are caught in the fa£t (hall be whipped. This is 
therefore the time for you to ftiew how far your education 
hath improved you ; and to take care, that our ftealing 
this march be not difcovered." To this Cheirifophus re- 
plied in the fame gay humour, *' That the theft now in 
queftion being of a public, and not of a private natufe, 
the Athenians, efpecially thofe that enjoy the greateft 
dignities, are much more expert at it, who can rob the 
public treafury, notwithftanding the danger they run. So 
that this will be a fit opportunity for them to difplay the 
efie£ls of their education." Upon the whole, it was re- 
folved, as the mountain was far from inacceflible, that a 
detachment fiiould be difpatched that very night to take 
poficffion of it : which was accordingly done ; and Xeno* 
phon offered to be one of them ; but Qieirifopbus, unwill- 
ing that he (bould leave the care of his rear, other chiefs 
were nominated to that cnterprize, viz. Ariftonymus, 
Ariftaeus, andNicomachus, at the head of the light-armed^ 
iwrho were ordered, as foon as they had gained the top, to 
give notice of it, by lighting fires. After they had dined 
Cheirifophus led the whole army within ten iladia of iIk 
enemy, as if he defigned to march that way. 

The enemy no fooner perceived the detachment pofiefled 
of that poft^ than they lighted fires, and continued lindef 
arms all night ; and, as foon as it was day-light, Cheiri- 
fophus marched directly to that pafs which was guarded 
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bjf tfiem». whilft thofe who bad gained the top. came down Gaim tkt 
to ai&(ihim.in the attack. The Barbai^ianS) finding them« ^^^"^^ 
(elveft charged onbotfaifide% made a ftouter defence than' 
iifaal ; neither did they gtre ground txli they had loft a good' 
number of their men V £^ that the field was- corered with 
their broad fluelds^ which the Greehsf deipifing, cut intc^ 
fmall pieces* When they had gained the afcent, and offer- 
ed the ufhal facrifices^ they reared a trophy on 'the place, 
and marched into the plain, where they found villages 
ftored with sdl forts of provifions. From thence they Cmu Ua* 
marched into the country of the Taochians, making thir- ^^ c§Mmtfy 
t]^ parafangs in five days;, but began to find that P">-' ^(^^^•'' 
▼ifions were like to fail, for the Taochians who inhabit- 
ed rocks and caves,, had conveyed their cattle and other 
provifions thither ; fo~ that there was no coming at any, 
without attacking them in thofe high and almoit inaccef- 
fible places. Gheirifophus, foon after perceiving feveral* 
<tf thofe Barbarians on an eminence, fent a detachment 
through a defile which he fuppofed led thither, but being' 
furrounded with precipices, could not be attacked on all 
fides at once. The companies climbed up, but were an- Annoytdh 
noyed with the large ftones that were rolled down the them. 
hill, and broke the ribs, arms, and legs, of the foldiers. 

Xenophon coming up with his rear, Gheirifophus ihew* 
ed him the danger and difiiculty of gaining that height, 
without which they muft not exped to find any frefli Aip- 
ply of provifions : Xenophon afked him, what thofe Bar« 
barians would do after they had flung down all the ftones 
they had : " Till then (faid he) one part of the afcent, 
which feems about an hundred feet in length, hath groups 
of pine-trees on both fides, behind which our men may 
flielter themfelves from their ftones ; and, when thefc 
ceafe, the reft, which is not above fifty feet, muft be 
afcended without lofs of time." As he fpoke to men re- 
folved to gain the mountain, or die, there was no fmall 
emulation between the commanding officers, who (hould 
get firft to the top ; after much ftruggle between them, 
Eurylochus pafled the r^ft, and had the glory of the a£i:ion ; 
for, when he had reached the place, the enemy ceafed TAitrfit" 
oppofingthem; and men, women, and children, flung ^w«-f^- 
themfelves down headlong with fuch fury, that -/Eneas, a ^^^^* 
Stymphalian, (hocked at the dreadful fpedlacle, having 
unhappily endeavoured to ftop one of thefe furious crea- Rcuu 
tures from following the reft, was dragged himfelf down through ft- 
the precipice, and both were dafhed in pieces. The '^^^al bur^ 
• Greeks made few prifoners, but carried off a »grcat num- *^'''*'. ' 
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ber of flieep, oxen, and afles ; and then continued tTieif 
route into the country of the Chaljbians (M), and march- 
ed fifty parafangs in urven days } tor, being terribly haraff- 
ed» and having no other prorifions than wh^t they took 
from the Taochians, they were glad to make all pioflibie 
hafte out of their country. At the end of the feven days^ 
they came to the river Harpagus, which they found to be 
four hundred feet wide, falhng into the Araxes. After 
they had pafled it, they marched through fome parts of 
the country of the Scythians \ and, in four days march, 
or twenty parafangs, arrived at fome villages, where they 
halted three days, to get a freih fupply of provifions. 

After this feafonable refrefhmcnt, they came, in four 
days march^ or twenty parafangs, to a large and well in- 
habited city, called Gymnias* Here they were met by a 
meflenger from the governor of the country, who offered 
to condu£l them through the country of his enemies ; he 
promifed, in five days, to bring them to a place from 
whence they (hould fee the fea ; and, in cafe he did not, 
confented to be put to death. He conducted them ac-* 
cordingly; and, wherever they went defired them to lay 
all walte with fire and fword ; by which they found, that 
he came rather with that view than out of friendfhip. 
They arrived, on the fifth day, at the holy mountain call- 
ed Techesy where, as foon as the van*guard had gained 
the top, and were in full view of the fea, they fet up fuch 
ibouts, as made Xenophon and his rear-guard concludcF 
that they had been attacked by an enemy. He was then 
engaged with fome Barbarians, who had lallen on his rear, 



(M) The,fe, which Diodorus 
Siculus calls Chalcidean9 (3), 
were the mod valiant people 
the Greeks till then had met 
with. They were fierce and 
warlike, equally able to engage 
on the plains as on the moun- 
tains : they followed the Greeks 
all the way through their coun- 
try, and terribly annoyed them 
in their march. 

We can only obferve here, 
that they were a different na- 
tion from thofe which Xeno- 
phon mentions in thefequel(4). 
They wore linen corflets that 

(3} Bibl. lib.xin 



reached below their navel, and, 
inflead of taflels, thick twifled 
cords : they wore alfo greaves 
dnd helmets; and, at their 
girdle, hung a fhort falchion, 
not unlike thofe of the Lace- 
daemonians, with which havin«r 
cut the throats of thofe they 
conquered, they afterwards cut 
off their heads, and carried 
them in triumph. They com- 
monly began to fing and dance 
as foon as they were perceived 
by the enemy. Their pikes 
were fifteen cubits long, and 
with only one point. 



(4) Lib. V 



to 
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it revenge the faavock they had made through their coun- 
try : thefe Xenophon foon put to flight ; but, finding the 
ihouts of the van-guard grow louder, he haftened to Cheiri- 
fc^hus's alBftance ; and, upon coming nearer, heard them 
diftin&ly cry out, jthalatta! thalattaj that is, tbefea! the 
fia ! This not only difpelled jtheir fears, but made them 
move forward with uncommon eagemefs, till, the whole 
army being joined on the top of the mountains^ the chiefs ' 
and foldiers embraced and congratulated each other with 
tears of joy* Here they began to rear a high monument Ena a 
of ftones^ by whofe order is not known, upon which they trophy on 
placed a great number of fliields, made of raw ox-hides, ^^^o^^^* 
taken from the enemy, in memory of this day, the hap- 
pieft they had met with in their long march. Their next 
care was to Ihew their gratitude to their guide, whom 
they difmified with thanks, and a confiderable prefent (N), 
after he had {hewed them the village where they were to 
quarter next, and the road that led into the country of the 
Macronians, through which they afterwards pafled, mak- 
ing ten parafangs in three days. 

But, from the firft day's march, they faw themfelVes 
ftrangely hemmed between a ridge of high mountains on 
one fide, and a river on the other ; on the oppofite banks 
of which they beheld the Macronians, well armed, and Oppofedhf 
ranged in battle-array, ready to obftruft their pafl!age, and ^^f Macro* 
throwing large ftones, which, though they could not reach "'^^« 
them, {hewed the uncommon eagernefs they were in to 
attack and deftroy them. The river, which was the boun- 
dary between the two nations, had its banks lined with 
trees, not large, but growing almoft clofe to each other ; 
thefe they immediately cut down, that they might the 
fooner get from that place. There happened to be a tar^- 
geteer in Xenophon s rear, who acquainted him, that, 
having being fold to the Athenians from hiis youth, and 
ignorant of his native country, he had fome notion, that 
he was of Macronian extrafl ; and therefore begged, that 
. he might be allowed to confer with them $ which being 
granted, he afked them why they drew themfelves up in 
a hoftile manner. To which they replied, Becaufe you 
come to invade our country. Upon this the general or- . 
dered him to tell them, that they had no fuch deCgn ; but 

(N) Which confifted of a public Hock : befides which, 

horfe, a filver cup, a Perfiati he defired the foldiers to give 

garment, and ten Darics ; all him fome of their rings ; which 

which were taken out of the many of them did* 

Vol. VI. U that. 
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tliat, having made war agaiiift the Pcrfiatt king, they Ottff 

defircd a friendly paffagc through their territoriesi iti 

their ittum home. Being a&ed, whether the Greeks 

^ould give them fafficient fceurity for that, they to- 

fOvered, that they wert re«dy both to give and take it. 

Uiike a Upon which ^ treaty was immediately concluded and r»- 

inatywith tified (O); and the Macronians catfie-, in a friendly maa-> 

'^** ner, and affifted the Greeks in fetttng the trees, to fe- 

cilitate thtir paffage ; and, hiiviftg fup^lied the tany 

Caa*f t9 with plenty ot proviSons, condufted them, in three day» 

C^hii. march, 'to the Colcfiian mountaifts{P). 

One of them, that lay in their route, thottgh large, 
yet appearing to them far from being inacceffible, they 
immediately refolved to attempt it^y their phalanxes, be- 
Form a caufe they faw it defended by the Colchians ; but the dif- 
9iw M/po- gculty which Xenophon forefaw would attend it in fome 
'^'^** of thofe afcents, where the line mntt be broken, which 

might difhearten their men, made him propofe a new dif- 
polition ; which was to make the heavy-armed march in 
feparate columns of one hundred men each ; by which 
means they might gain the top by different roads, without 
incommoding one another, or expofing themfelves too 
far, and thence po^ur down their forces upon the Bar- 
barians, and furround them on aVl fides ; if any of the 
columns ftjould be annoyed by the enemy, the other 
might come to its affiftance ; and the fummit being once 
'gained by any of them, they ihould not fail to put them 
to flight, as they had hitherto done. 

His propofal was readily agreed to by all the chieiis ; 
^nd eighty companies of heavy-armed, of one hundred 
men each, were immediately tbrmed, whilft the light- 
armed were difpofed on the wings and centre; after 
which Xenophon, marching throu^ their ranks, from 

, (O) The ceremoriy of this whofe inhabitants are fcarcely 

iratificfation, our author tells us, known to us but by his hiftory, 

"was done by an exchange of and begit\ now to tread upoD 

ipears, the Macronians lending claiQc ground, as a late audior 

I -one of theirs to Uiem, and re- rightly terms it (a), where sd- 

ceivmg one of the Greeks in moft every river, mountain, 

its flead ; which was their me- and city, hath been fignalized 

thod of pledging their faith (i). by the adtions of the Greeks 

(P) We have hitherto fol- and Romans, and more. pard« 

.'lowed our author through vail cularly in their writings. 



countries, the grcatefl part of 

( j) Ibid, lib. iv. ad fin. («} Spehnan In euad. ibid. 



the 



kJhe right \6 the left, encouraged them with tbefe word$ : 

*" The enemies you fee before you are the only obftacle XinothQie$ 

we have now lext to encounter* in our return to the pl^c /j^''^«* 

whither we have been fo long haftening; and them* if 

poifible, we ought even to eat alive.'* Upon which the 

foldiers made thtii' ufual vows, fun^ the psean, and began 

their march. Cheirifophus and ^^nophon advanced 9% 

the head of the targeteers, who extended beyond the 

enemy's line ; and theie marched to receive them,* fome 

filing in faafte to the right, fome to the left> leaving a 

void fpace in the centre* This being obferved by the Ar« 

cadians, commanded by ^^chines, they no longer doubted 

but they fled from them ; and, haftening their march with 

all fpeed, were the firft who gained the fummit* They Put tht 

were foon followed by the targeteers, commanded by CoUAiami 

Cleanor; upon which the enemy began to give ground, ^•^^'i*^ 

and betook diemfeives to flight, by different roads i which 

gave the Greeks an opportunity of encamping in feveral 

villages full of all forts of proviiions. 

Here it was that the loldiers, finding great plenty of AJfrang0 
honey, of exquifite tafte and flavour, eat it in fuch quan- 4^/^V*404 
titles, that they were feized with a ftrange giddinefs, fome *0'- 
wallowing upon the ground like men drunk, others be- 
ing feized with a kind of phrenfy ( QJ, infomuch that 
the ground feemed like a ficild of battle covered with dying 
men, every fvmptom appearing mortal to thofe who be- 
held them, f hefe fymptoms, however, went off in about 
twenty-four hours, generally terminating in a violent vomitr 
iog and purging; which weakened them fomuch, that for 
feveral days they could fcarce ftand, though jthey reco- 
vered their fenfes the next day : at length they recoyered 
their ftrength likewiie ; and, haying made feven para- 
fangs in two days march, they arrived on the third at Arrhft at 
. Trebizond, a city Gtuate on the fouth-coaft of the Euxine Trebisund. 

{QJ) Th!« diforderly efe^ blant called rhododendros. The 

is, in foroe meafure, accounted latter defcribes two Howefs he 

for by Pl^iny (3), and farther hath feen there, which he fup- 

explained by Tournefort, who pofes to be o^ the fame nature, 

was upon thefpot (4) ; the for- if not the very fame, beeaufc 

mer of whom fays, that this ho- the people of the eountty look 

ney is called msenomenon^from upon the honey gathered &om 

its caufing a kind of madnefs ; them to proauce the efie^ 

and adds, that it js gathered by mendoned by Xeuoph9JP* 
the bees from the flower of a 

(3 ) Plin. Nat. Hill. lib. xxi. cap. 13. (4) Letter six. 
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fca (R) ; and found thcmfelvcs in a place of fafety, aftcf 
a long and arduous march. The Trebizontines fumiflied 
them, all the time of their ftay, which was about a montbj 
with all forts of provifions, prefenting them with oxen^ 
and other vidims, befides plenty oJF meal and wine. 

Here the Greek chiefs made it one of their firft cares to 
pay their thanks and vows to the gods, to whom they 
afcribed their fuccefs, and who had infpired them with 
that courage which had enabled them to overcome fuch 
^»' obftacles and misfortunes. The gymnic games, which 
^«« r//if- f^cceeded their facrifices, augmented the joy as well as 
magnificence of the folemnity ; and thefe were celebrated 
on the mountain on which they were encamped, which 
had a declivity towards the fea-fide, and the barrier was 
placed near the altar where they had facrificed (S j- The 
whole was conduced with no lefs emulation and dexterity 
in the aflors, than fatisfaftion to the fpeftators*. 

Thefe diverfions and feafting being ended, the chiefs 

called an affembly, to deliberate what method they fhould 

lake to reach their country, when an old foldier ipoke to 

'A W)y« the following effeft : " I am already fo fatigued with getting 

/pf^^ c Xenophon, ubi fapra, in fin.iib. iv. 

(R) This famed city, and- were committed to the conduA 

cntly called Trapefus, and fince of Draconuus, a Spartan exile, 

Trcbizond (and once the me- confifted of feveral races, one 

tropolis of a fmall and (hort- of them run by boys, moftof 

lived, though famed, empire, them their prifoners; the next 

of which we (hall have occafion by fixty Cretans, mounted oa 

to fpeak in feme of the fubfe- their cars, and running in 

quent volumes), isfuppofcdto front; others were of fingte 

have been a colony of the Si- horfes, which ran to the fca- 

nopians, though in the coun- fide, and turning there, came 

try of the Colchians ; but was up again to the altar : many of 

only a ftation for fhips to ride them rolled do^n the fteep de- 

at anchor in, tilt the emperor fcent, but, upon their retunii 

Adrian built a port on the eail could hardly'keep up a fbot- 

iideof it((;)* It is now called, pace. To thefe they added 

by the Turks, Platans, and wreflling, boxing, and other 

hath been much negledted ever martial as weU as athletic exer- 

fince it came into their hands cifes ; all which afforded no 

(6). fmall delight to their generous 

(S) Thefe games, which hofls the Trebizontines (7). 

(5) Vide Arrian. Pcripl. Pont. Euxin, (6) Tourncfort, Letter 
xvi. et aU (7} Xenopb. ubi fupra. in fin. lib. iv, De his Lo<L 

videetiam Potter Archseol. Grec. lib. ii. cap. zu Burnetti Oiflert. 
et al. 

ready 
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tczij my arms and baggage, with marching, fighting, and 
watching, that I ardently deGre, fince we are come to the 
fea, to take the advantage of it, and fail homeward, a3 
Ulyfles did, and get to my country (leeping, and at my 
cafe." His plain and blunt fpeech was applauded with a 
univerfal fhout : and all the army exprefled the fame defire. cktirifi* ' 
Upon which Cheirifophus told them, that, his friend phus^iod* 
Anaxibius being admiral of the Spartan fleet, he would '^^^* 
readily go, if they defired it, and engage him to lend him 
back, with a fufficient number of veflels to tranfport them 
to their feveral homes ; fo that they had nothing to do but 
wait his return, which he promifed fhould be very fpeedy^ 
His propofal was unanimoiifly agreed to ; and he was ac«- 
cordingly deputed, and fet fail immediately. As foon as XtnvphotCs 
he was gone, Xenophon fpoke to them about providing ^'^^^* 
for their fafety, and a fupply of necefiaries for the army ; 
which laft he told them the city of Trebizond was neither 
^ble to furniih, nor they in a condition to purchafe, their 
money being now almoft exhaufted : he therefore ad- 
vifed them to make inroads into the country^ during their 
ftayf but by no means to venture without guides, and a 
good efcort, and not to fufFer themfelves to ftraggle from 
each other, in purfuit of plunder, left they fhould fall a 
prey to the enemy. He farther propofed, that none 
ihould be allowed to go upon thefe expeditions, withouf^ 
ei^prefs commiiHon from their chiefs ; and that tbofe that 
went (hould fignify the places where they intended to 
make ^beir inroads, that they mighlt, in cafe of need, be 
fuccoured and aflifted by thpfe that (laid behind. Thefe, 
and fome other wife regulations, he offered to the aflembly 
for their approbation, .which were unanimoufly agreed to 
by all the foldiers (T) ; after which they nominated fuch 
as (hould fet forward intp the enemy's country, whilft the 



(T) As we have brought the 
Creek army out of all their dif- 
ficulties and dangers, we ihall 
content ourfelves without giv- 
ing our readers a fhort account 
ofthe moft hiaterial tranfaflions 
which happened to them till 
their retreat was completed, 
without entering into that mi- 
nute detail which our author 
)iatby apd which we think not 
lb. neceifary as it was whilft 



they travelled through the 
countries of powerful and in- 
veterate enemies, through de- 
ferts, and over almofl inacceffir 
ble mountains ; and were forced 
to fi^ht their way^ under all 
imaginable difadvantages ; and 
where it was neceflary to give 
a full view of the wifdom, con- 
duct, and bravery, by which 
they extricated tbeniiclyeB out 
of them* 
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tcft were ordered to keep ftrong guards round the campy, 
to prevent any reprifals ^ 

The next thing he oflfered to their confideratioti was, 
that, in cafe Cheirifophus-ihould not be able to bring a 
fufficient nuniber of veflcls, it was highly requifite they 
(hould fecure fome more from thence : " For, (fays he), 
if we are ah*eady fupplied with them when he arrives, wc 
diall have the greater number to tranfport us j and, if he 
comes without any, we (hall make ufe of thofe we have fe- 
Hifecurn cured." He therefore advifed to make fure of all the 
fimijbifs. ycffels that arrived at Trebizond, to fet a guard on them, 
•and maintain the mariners at the public charge. Tliis be- 
ing alfo ?igreedto, the laft thing he propofed, in order to 
' provide agaiitft all events, Was, tb oblige the inhabitants 

6f the maritime towns, in their route, to repair the roads, 
that, in cafe they ftiould not h^ve a fufficient number of 
ihips, the reft of the army might march with more eafc, 
the roads being at that time ft) bad, ^s to ^, in many 
•places, hardly paffable ; and this, faid he, they will be 
ready enough to do, either out of fear, or defire to be nd 
}[eftophon of US. This laft propofal Wd's i-ejefted by the whole fol- 
orders the ^iery, who Were not inclined to "go by land : nevcrthclcfe 
^^^J^' '!/^' Xenophon, without putting it to the vote, fent immediate 
fW"'^ • . ^^^^ to thofe cities, that the Greek army would Ihortly 
Vnnrch through their territories ; and that, if the road$ 
proved good, they would the fooner leave their country. 

Whilft they were procuring fhips from the TreWzon- 
tincs, againft whom it would have been the highe^ ingra- 
titude to commit hoftilities, Jtenophon led out one half 
of the army againft the Drilians, leaving the reft togaard 
the icatfip, occaufe the Cokbians Wete encamped in great 
*numbers on an oppofite emihence. The guides did not 
^ohdu€l: them to fuch places where provifions were eafy to 
be got, being in friendfhip with them, but to fome other 
W thofe territories, by whofe inhabitants tfeey had been 
ill-treated, who were fierce and Warlike, and where they 
could get h<3thing but by fighting, aYid climbing up fteep 
iiills. * Befidcs, tnp Drilians had fet fire to all the places 
flundif • jthat were eafy of accefs ; fo that they found only fome oxen, 
tkt Drili' bogs, and fmall cattle, that had eicaped the fire. They 
^* » attempted, likewife, a place which was ftyled their me- 
tropolis ; but which proved fo ftrong, and well defended, 
Jll>#/ iviik that they met with a fevere nepulfe, and were galled by 
f ^^t^/^' Ike enemy in their retreat. Xenophon, however, being 

f Idem. ibid. lib. y* 

aflured 



:iflared diat the place was well ftored with proyiConfi a]i4 

Slander, refolved upon taking it ; and with great labourj^ 
i$culty, $»nd the bravery of his men, gained his point; 
but was furprifed to find there was a ftrong citadel \ from 
which the garrifpn {allied out^ and wounded a great num- 
ber qi hig Greeks. They were barafled ftill more in Haraffei 
their retreat throMgh the ftreets of the place j fo that he ^"/^ 
found no better fexpedi^nt to fecure it, than by fctting ^'^ ' 
the hou&s^ ramparty^ tower, and fort on fire^^ to keep thp 
enemy emplojed* They were in no lefs danger next day^ 
-when they took the road down the fteep hills with the 
plunder tney had taken ; and Xenophon wa^ ^gain forced 
to ufe ^11 tne policy he was i^after of, to avoid the am<f 
bulhes and purfuit^f the enemy : lb that it was with the 
f^reateft difficulty and danger, as well as fome lofs, that 
(hey got fafe to their camp with the few provifions they had^ 
AH this while ^either Cheirifophus returned, nor wer^ 
tlie ihlps they had fecured fufficient to tranfport themf 
l^ot being, therefore^ able to fubfift longer there, thej Di€i,jji 
refolved to divide die army, and to put on board thp ve^ their ar^i^ 
fels all the fick and wounded foldiers, and women, whilft 
the remainder took their march along the fea^coaft : after 
three dajS| the roads having been inended, they arrived 
at Cerafus, a colony of the Sinopians^ in Colchis, wher^ 
they difpoied of their flaves, and made a diftribution ot 
of the money to the in^n% the gen^r^ls referving only th# 
tenth part for an offering to the Delphic Apollo and the 
Ephefian Diana* Here alfo, their little fleet being arrived^ 
they refolved to review the remainder of their army ; and 
found, that of between ten and eleven thoufand men, of 
which it confided when they accompanied Cyrus to Baby<» 
Ion, ^hey had ftill eight thoufand left, after the many dif- 
afters they had undergone during fo long and dangerous 
^ march. 

Here, having ftaid tei> days to refrefli themfclves, one 
part purfued their courfe by feji, and the other by land ; 
and thefe laft arrived at the confines of the Mofynce. 
ciin4(U), where Xenopbon, taking advantage of a war 

which 

(IT) Slgaifyin^ the fame as which PompoQius Mela tells 

Turricols, which name the us were made of wood (2). 

Crreeks gave them on account They inhabited along the coafts 

'Of their living in towers (1), of the Euxine fea, and were 

(i) Vide Dion. Perieget. ver. 776. Euftat. Died, Sic. Bibh lib* 
xivt {%) De Situ Orb. lib. i. cap. 19, 
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^fy imth which they were then waging with their neigbboursi 
j§me ofthi about a ftrong city which they called their metropolis^ 
Mofynacu chofe to enter into a friendly alliance with them, rather 
*"* than to engage the whole nation, and aflifled them in 

taking that place, and to defeat thofe who oppofed them. 
In this encounter the enemy's king, who commanded in 
one of the wooden towers, fituateon an eminence, chofe 
to be burnt, with all that were in it, rather than furrende^' 
The Greeks found great plenty of provifions in th« 
city (X) ; and, being well refrcflied, thpy went forward, 
after having rcfigned the place to thofe Mofynoecians who 
had affifted them in taking it ; and, as they advanced, 
found moft of the other towns abandoned, or ready to 
ftirrendef. Tbefe ftood at about eight ftadia^ more or 
lefs, afunder ; and yet fo hollow and mountainous was the 
country, that they could call to each other, and be heard. 
The nationis, thus fnbdued, were remarkably favage and 
brutal (Y). The Greeks were eight days in marching 

through 



more barbarous than any of the 
nations they had gone through. 
They had fhields made of white 
ox -hides, . with the hair on, 
and (haped like an ivy-leaf; 
they held a fpear fix cubits 
long, in their right hand, with 
a point on the upper part, and 
a round ball at the bottom, all 



phon, by his addrefs, and pro« 
mife to afliil them, brought 
them to a friendly treaty, in 
which they alfo promifed to 
affift and condu6t the Greeks. 
(X) Among them the bread, 
our author was told, was baked 
the year before, the new com 
being laid up in ilraw ; they 



of the iame wood. They wore likewife found dolphins pickld 
thin veils, which did not reach in jars, others filled with their 



quite to their knees ; tl^eir hel? 
mets were madp of leather, 
from the middle of which arofe 
a tuft of hair, braided to a 
point, like a tiara ; and their 
battle-axes were made of iron. 
So proud and fierce they 
were, that when one of the 
Greek chiefs was fent to en* 
quire of them, whether they 
would let them paf§ through 



fat, whic^ theyufed inileadof 
oil. Their garrets were filled 
with chefnuts, which they 
boiled, and eat inftead of bread; 
and, in. their cellars, was a 
fort of wine, which, when 
unmixed, was fo rough, that 
it tailed four, but being mixed 
with water, became very ps^« 
latable (3). 

(Y) They were, according 



their country as fnends or ene- to our author, lazy and libidiA- 

mies, they anfwered, . thiey ous to the higheft degree, 

were ready for either. How- There they faw tne children of 

ever, as they were then at war the wealthier fort white and 

^ith their npighbpurs, Xeno- fair, and fo fattoi with boiled 



(3} Xenoph. ubi fupra, lib. T' 
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through their country and that of the Mofynoeclans^ whom 
they had afhfted^ and came at lad into the country of the 
Chalybian8(Z); which being very barren, they haftened 
to get through it> and crofied that of the Tibarenians, 
"which is more fertile and champaign, and whofe inhabi- 
tants met them with pcefentSj in token of hpfpitality, and 
arrived at the city of Cotyora (A), where they ftaid no lefs Arri'ui at 
than forty days. They had now travelled, in their retreat ^!>^ra. 
from the field of battle near Babylon, to this city, in one 
hundred and twenty-two marches^ fix hundred and twenty 
parafangs, oip eighteen hundred ftadia^ in about eight 
months (B). rj.^^^ 



chefiiuts, that they were near 
as thick as long ; their backs 
fvere painted with divers co- 
lours, and their fore-parts em- 
f>ofred with various flowers. 
The men exprc<|ed a great de- 
fire to make public ufe of the 
^omen which the Greeks hgd 
With them ; for it was, it feems, 
their cuilom to do that only in 
public which others do in pri- 
-vate, and in private to behave 
as if they were in public; 
which is no more than what 
Strabo fays (4.) of the ^rifh, 
and Julius Cacfar of the ancient 
Britons (O* They talked, 
laughed, and dgnced by them- 
ifelves, a^ if in company, and 
were diverting others injtead of 
themfelves. 

(Z) Thefe were fubjeft to 
the Mofynoecians, and lived 
moflly by their iron manufacr 
ture; from whence they had 
fhe name of Chalybians. Stra* 
bo was of opinion, that they 
lyere the fame with the Alyzo- 
nians, mentioned by Homer(6); 
and that the poet either wrote 
Chalybes, or that the inhabi- 
tants were originally called A- 
lybians. If 10^ by what Ho- 



mer writes of them, they feem 
to have been as famed for their 
filver as they were, at tha^ 
time, for their iron mines« 

As for the Tibarenians, Xe- 
nophqn tells us, the Greeks, 
having a defign to plunder theii: 
country, fiifpended the accept- 
ing ef their prefents till the 
gods were confulted, who de- 
clared againfl: their intended 
hofiilities ; . upon which they 
marched, in $1 friendly manner,^ 
to Cotyora. 

(iV) This was {^ Greek city, 
and a colony pf Sinopians, 
though, in Arrian's time, it 
was dwindled into a fmall vil- 
lage (7). 

(B) This is Xenophon's ac- 
count of it ; but which is look- 
ed upon as imperfect in both 
fefpedls. Interpreters have 
likewiie varied about the true ' 
amountof the parafangs and fta- 
dia, reckoned at the end of his 
iaft book, particularly Mr. 
Hutchinfon, who computes it 
to be three thou(and three 
hundred and thirty- one £ng- 
lifh miles, reckoning eight 
ftadia to a mile. He might, 
indeed, have faid Greek miles. 



(^) G«ogr. lib. iv. (5) Bell. Gall. Jib. y. 

lib* xii. (7) Peripl Pont. Bttxin^ 



(6) Geogr. 
and 
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Rtfufed The CotyoninS) who bad heard of all the exploits per-r 

€HtraMc$. formed by the Greeks in this glorious retreat, and lodged 
upon them with a jealous eye, refufed to admit their fick 
Within the walls, or even to iTupply them with proTifionsi 
fo that they were obliged to get admittance for the former 
by force, and, for the other, to make excuriions into fbme 
of their territories, and thofe of the Faphlagonians. But, 
whilft they were bufied in facrificing to the Gods, and ce<« 
lebrating their ufual games, they received an emba£y from 
%imptma Sinope, the moft powerful city in northern Afia, com- 
€9mplmm plaining of the injury done to their colony of Coty* 
thmf ^^' ^^^ particularly of their forcing the inhabitants to 
receive their lick. Hecatonymus, who wanted neither 
addrefs nor eloquence, intermixed his harangue with 
foothing and threatening expreffions ; and as he, on the 
one hand) congratulated their fuccefs and valour, fo, on 
the other, he plainly told them, that, unlefs they forbore 
all farther hoftilities, the Sinopians would be obliged to 
call in Corylasi the PaphJagouians, and pther allied na^ 
tions, to their aiiiftaace. To this Zenophop anfwered) 
Xaophon'j v^th bis ufual openneis, to this effe^ft : *^ We are cQuie 
jw^#r t9 iitker well iatisfied with having preferved owr p^rfoof 
and our arms, after fo long and aangerous a march. We 
have oiKcred no violence to any but Barbarians, and have 
always forborn it wherever we have met with any Greek 
colonies. The guides, which the Trebizontines have 
furnirtied us with, can witnefs bow ftriSly we have ob- 
ferved the laws of hofpitality towards that city ; and vft 

and then his account would The time, likewife, of the 

have been r^ht; but it is expedition, viz. in the third 

j>lain, from Arbutbnot, that year of the ninety-fourth O- 

it is fliorter than the £n- lympiad, and theleagthofit, 

^lifli mile, Spclman hath rec- vij. twenty-five montlis, va^ 

ti£ed that accouot in his lafl be feen fairly fiated, if not 

note on Xenophon, and makes fully proved, in the geogni- 

x\ic whole amount only to three phical diflertation fbrmcrh 

thoufajpd three hundred fiv^ mentipiied*^ The latter Aandi 

;mda half EngUihiniles* thus; 

.MonthSf 

From Ephefus to the batjjb - • • , y 

Froiu the battle to their arrival at Cptyora - • S 

To their joining S^u^be^ (in a mpderate computation) 6 

Served under Seurties - - • - • 2, 

From leaving him to join 'fhymhra hear * " - ' '%' 
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liaTfi done the fame even wkh thofe Barbarians who have 
granted us a free pafrage> as long as any provifions coul4 
be bought with money; and, if we have behaved in a dif* 
ferent manner towards the Cotyorans, you ought to lay 
^he blame of it to that inhumanity they fliewed in (hutting 
lup their gates againft us, and refufing to fupply us with 
provifions, which, they told us, they did in pbedience to 
^he Sinopian governor's orders. All the hofliiity we have 
committed againft them, hath been only the forcing ouf 
iick and wounded into their city, and fettinga guard upon 
that gate, to fecure their return to our army. The reft of 
us you fee encamped in the open air, and equally ready to 
retuim a kindnefs or refcnt an injury. As for your threats, 
we, who haveencounteredfo many warlike nations, can- 
not be at a lofs to defend ourfelves againft Corylas and 
his Paphlagonians : we are informed that he wants to 
make himfelf matter of your city and the maritime towns ^ 
It will be eafy for us to make him our friend, by aflifting 
]lim in his defigns, if you give us caufe fo to do.'^ 

This fpeech fo>alarmed the reft of the acnbaffadors, who ThtShn- 
|)erceived how impoffible it would be cither to over-awe or ^}f^^f^ 
l)vercotne the Greek chiefs, that ^hey unanimoufly dif- fef^^**^* 
icteimed that of their orak)r, as far as related to the threatr 
enings which Xenophon was fo juftly offended at ; and 
declared, that they^were fentnot to deolare war, but to 
offer their friendfiitp, and, with it, all the fervices in 
their pow^r, tq them ; that, if the Greeks defigned to 
come to Sinope, they' fhould meet with a kind reception; ^ 
and that, till then, they fhould be fuppUed with every 
ihing by the Cotyorans. ' Upon this there was nothing to 
be feen but tokens of hofpitality and friendftiip pn both 
fides, and fuch a mutual confidence, as removed all far- 
ther jealouiies ; and the reft of the day was fpent in feaft- 
<ing and mirth. 

By that time they had ftaid forty days before Cotyora, 
Senophoif became impatient to wait any longer for Chei- 
tif«pbus, of Dirhom they had not heard anv thing finc^ 
fns d^eparture. Ife therefore refolved to make ufe of the 
good underftandiiig between him and the Sinopians, to 
mgage them to furniih h^^^ ^^^h tranfports ; and, having 
called an aflembly, in which thofe ambafladors were ad- 
mitted, he addreffed himfelf to them, and defired, as HisaAdnfi 
they were Greeks, to give them the beft advice they could '* ^^•^ 
about their return into Greece. He was anfwered by 
tiecatonymusj That they were ready to give the beft and 
fnoft friendly advice^ without ^y regard to their own 

private 
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private intereft : that though he clearly forefaw to What 
inconvenience it would put the Sinopian ftate to f urniA 
them with a fufficient number of fhips to tranfport fuch a 
confiderable body of men ; yet as their route by land was 
hazardous and difficult, on account of the vaft ridges of 
mountains they muft go over, and the great number of 
warlike people they muft encounter with, by whofe help 
Cory las had been enabled to (hake off the rerfian yoke; 
> to fay nothing of the great riversi where their pafiage 
might be eafily obftru£ted, particularly the Iris, Halls, 
Thermodon, and Farthenius, he was of opinion, that 
their going by fea was the fafer and quicker way, fincc 
the Sinopian vefiel^ would be able to land them, in a fev 
days, at the port of Heracles ; " where you wilJ have it in 
your option, faid he, to continue vour route either^ by fea 
or land ; and, if you choofe the nrft, there you will find 
a fufficient number of vefiels for that purpofe.'* The 
Greek chiefs thought his advice more in favour of Cory- 
Tki Gruks las than he pretended t but, upon mature confideratioi^ 
r0fQl*u$ /« they agreed to it, upon condition, that the Sinopians 
£• horn hy fliould provide them a fufficient number of veffisls for the , 
^^ whole army 5 for that, they were fully determined to force 

their, pafiage through any roads, rather than fufferthdi 
army to be divided. 

This refolution was immediately difpatched to Sfa^pe, 
by proper deputies 5 and, whilft they were waiting for 
their return, Xenophon, who like a true patriot and phif> 
lofopher, ' was ftill meditating for the good or honour of 
his country, had laid the proje£l: of eftabli&ing a Greek 
colony on the Euxine coaft, of his targeteers, archery 
and {lingers, who, by long experience, were become fuch 
excellent warriors, that they could eafily maintain them- 
felves againft any oppofition, and fettle themfelves into a 
republic, of which his mafter Socrates ihould be the law? 
giver. Before he communicated his defign to any of the 
chiefs, he defired the augur Silanus to confult the gods; 
but he, who made a fordid trade of his office, and was 
in hafte to carry bis wealth into Greece (C), as the oaly 

(C) This diviner, among di6tion was fulfilled accord- 
other advantages he had reaped ingly. 

by his art, had received a re- This was the motiire that 

ward of three thoufand Darics, induced that juggler to wiih 

or ten talents, from Cyrus, for himfelf in Greece in fuch 

having foretold to him, that hafte, where he only thought 

the king would not fight him he could be in fafe poQ^ffion <^ 

within ten days ; which pre- his large booty. . 

' place 
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place wliere he could enjoy it in fafcty, inftead of con^ 
fulting the gods, betrayed the fecret to the Greek arixiy $ Xenophn's 
upon which both chiefs and foldiers, not only declared projeS of 
againft it, bufaccufed Xenophon of having fome finifter fettling a 
deiira of facrificine them to his ambition* They carried ^^^^* ^'' 
their r^fcntmcnt fo far, as to alarm thcSinopian andHc ^^^i,-** 
raclean merchants with it, particularly Timafion the 
Dardanian> and Thorax the Boeotian, who had already 
prevailed upon thofe two cities to fend them veflels for 
tHeir departure ; and a good number of the Greeks had • 
engaged to follow them : fo that the army was upon the 
point of being divided, had qot Xenophon diflipated their 
fears, and reftored a mutual harmony amongft them: 
•* That I often facrificed to the gods (faid he to them, in uij^gf^^g 
a. general aflembly) is no fecret to you ; and they are my totkiorm^t 
i^itneffes, that I only do it to obtain their dire£bion, and 
your fafety, that I may happily fee you all at the end of 
your labours. But fince you will not think yourfelves fo^ 
eill you .arrive in your native country, I am willing to 
defift from' my defign, which I only formed from a con- 
cern that your prefent wants gave me, and that fuch as 
\ivere willing might pofiefs themfelves of fome place of reft, 
^Trhilft the remainder were at liberty to purfue their march andadwici 
liomewards : and fince I find, that the Heracleans and ^^tutk§ 
Sinopians are fending us a fupply of fhips, and that Ti- *^''^*« 
mafion and Thorax have promifed your pay from the be- 
ginning of the next month (D), I fhall look upon it as 
an advantage to be thus fafely condudied to the place of 
our defire, and paid for being preferved in our way thi- 
ther- Only remember, that our fuccefs and fafety will 
chiefly depend upon our ftrift union j whereas your fuf- 
fering yourfelves to be divided, will expofe you to con- 
tinual dangers and want. My opinion, therefore, is, that 
we not only haften to Greece ; but that, if any one of 
us be found to ftay behind, or endeavouring to defert his 
companions, before we are arrived at a place of fafety, 
he be puniflied as an offender." He concluded with 
putting the motion to the vote ; upon which it was agreed 
to by every one, except Silanus \ who oppofed it, under 

(D)' As wc are forced to engaged* to pay them a cyzi- 

<Mi>it many particulars, we fhall zene per nionth, on condition, 

only obferve from Xenophon, that, that they agreed to fail 

that thofe two difcontented away by the beginning of the 

chiefs, in order to draw the next month ; which many of 

foUiery into their delign, had them had agreed to* / 

pretence 
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pretence that every one ougbt to be at liberty to fetiii 
wBitherfoever he pletlfed % but he was lUse to have p^ 
dear for bis indifcretion^ and was threatened to be po* 
iii£bed as a deferter, if ever he attempte4 to make hi« 
efcape. 

Their long ftay at Cotyora> during which the mes 
coold no longer fubfift but! by the plunder they got frofli 
2^^*' the Paphlagonians, obliged Corylas to fend ambafladoiv 
*^^'* to acquaint the Grecian chiefs, that, as he did not de%tt 
any injury to their army, £6 neither would he fufier asy 
from them* Xenophon, who was then very much em^ 
ployed in the emharkatioa| received them with all the 
marks of friendfliip and civility ; and^ after a magnifi- 
cent entertainment, and fome fhews and ezcrcifes (£}, 
they went away well fatisfied with their reception^ th? 
anfwer they received, and their peaceable and honourable 
difmiflion \ after which, the Greeks, having received die 
promifed veflels from Heraclea and Sinope, ^mWrked, 
^hi Grtths and fct fail, with a favourable wind ; and the next daf 
^arkfor anchored at Harmene, a port not far from Sinope, where 
Uarmenu ^|^^y received from the inhabitants a pre&nt ojf three 
thoufand meafures of flour, aad a proportionable quantitf 
of wine. Hither alfo arrived Qieififophus, who, after 
fo long a (lay, had been able to obtain of the Lacedswio^ 
nian admiral only a few galleys, fome fruitlefs praifesi 
and the promife of LacedSemontan pay to sis many as 
would ferve under him. 

Ittfotnfi % ^^^^ ^™^ ^^^ foidiers, who found themfelves on the 

wf;onalu* eve of 'entering their beloved country, began to regret, 
crative that they had no movt booty to carry home with them. 
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(E) There was a martial faftion was that ctf a court!^ 

dance exhibited, in which wo belonging to an Arcadian, who 

Thracians appeared Icapmg s^itpeared in an elegant mar- 

and jumping, at an e«ti»or- tisl drefi, and danced ihe 

dinary height, with their arms, Pyrrhic, her ihield in one hand, 

at the found of the flutes ; and and fpear in the other, with 

in the height of their agility, fucb ^lity, comdinefs, ^ll 

one of them ftruck the other r^ulanty, that the ambaffa- 

with his fword, in fuch a man- dors could not forbear a&ing, 

ner, that the fpeiStators thought whetlier thefe Greek women 

him dead ; and, having ilrip- had borne a Ihare an charging 

ped him of his armour^ march- the enemy's troops ? To which 

«d off in triumph: the fup- theyweie anfwered, tfaat^bey 

I>ofcd flain was foon after car- dvove the Perfian king out of 

ricd off unhurt. But that their camp. 
Which gave the gefcatcft fatif- 

and 
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tmd to form a defign to fupply that dcteStf by the TpdiU 
of fome opulent town ; and, in order to. do it with greater 
fstfctf and fujCce&y relblved to confer the fupreme autho- 
rity on one of ^ir chiefs, which would render their de« 
liberations mofe fecret, and the execution of them more 
eafy and efFe£tttaL iSfenophon, on account of his fingu- Xenftphw 
lar virtues and fagacity, was unanimoully nominated $ <^^^'^'j^^^ 
but he> being afraid left any thing Ihoukl happen that ^^f^ 
Ixiight fully all his former glory, modeiUy refufed it ; and^ 
timong oth^r reafons he gave for it, one was, that, as 
Choirifophxis had hithevto been chief of thefe^ expe4itioBS9 
it would be unjuft to cfaoofe an officer of another nation, 
dnd would expofe the Athenians to the lefentment of 
the LaceddeiDonfeinft. His refufal wasfo far from being 
teliihed, that lfa«y toid hhn, it was time to fet afide fuch 
regard for tkeife itpftarts, who now domineered over all 
Greece: and a merry Arcadian chief added, in a piea- 
lant toiMr ^^ At this rate the Lacedaemonians will be the 
!%>nly ones fit for the place of. honour : fo that we &aU 
not dare to make a feaft without fending for a fympo^ 
fiarch to l^aita (F)/' His raillery was much applauded 
by the army, and ^enophon ftill more prefTed to accept 
of the offer: »pon which he was forced to teU them, that 
he had, according to his conftant cuftom, oonfuked the 
gods by facri&ces; and that they had »bfohitely forbid 
him to do it. So that tbey were, with &me difficulty^ 
"prevailed upon to choofe . Cheirifophus ; who not only chinfi* 
gladly accepted It, but promifed to make no farther ufe p/ius chofim 
of his authority, than what would contribute to the fuo- *» hUJtad. 
cefs of their cnterprize. 

The wind proving favourable, their little fleet fet fait 
along the coaft, once famed for the Argouautic expedition, 
and ftill retaining the^ name of Jafon ; along which thef 
obferved the .mouths of the Thermodon, Halys, Parthe- 
nius, 8cc. and landed in the peninfula called Acherufia, 
near the city of Heraclea. Here they encamped on the Encamp tm 
banks of the Lycus, and received proofs of hofpitality M# Lj^cms. 
from that city, confiding of three thoufand buihels of ' 

(F) The Greeks called the fuch an office, confidering the 

"perron that was chofen lobe Spatftanplainnefsofliving, and 

prefident of a feaft, fympo- their averfion to iuxuiy; of 

.'fiarch; and die keennefs of which we have given an ac- 

this farcafm confifts in the un- count in a former .fedion (i)« 
Smefs of a 'Lacedaemonian for 

Ci) See heforci vol* v. p« i^t,M jfeq. 

wheat. 
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wheat, two thoufand barrels of wine, one hundred fhteff 
and twenty oxen : and as they deliberated, whether thej 
ihould continue their navigation, or proceed by land, be^ 
ing by this time grown more greedy after plunder, ai 
well as more ungovernable, they refolved to extort of the 
Heracleans the fum of ten thoufand cyzizenes. The ma- 
giftrates were not a little furprifed at this demand ; hut 
according to their ufual fubtilty, having promifed to con- 
fult about it, ordered, with the Htmoft expedition and 
fecrecy, every thing that was valuable in the country to 
be brought into the city ; which was no fooner done Aan 
they ordered the gates to be Oiut : preTently after the walk 
appeared covered with armed men, ready for defence^ 
and the Greek deputies were difmifled, without any other 
anfwer. Upon their return the Greek army fell into the 
utmoft confufion and uproar, and treated all their chiefs 
with the bittereft invedives, and even Xenophon, by 
name, as the main obftru£tors of their wealth and glory; 
and the Achxans and Arcadians, having protefted that 
they would not return into Greece with empty hands, 
abandoned Cheirifophus, and chofe ten chiefs of their 
own nation. ' 

The army was divided into three bodies, the Arcsh 
dians and Achseans embarked, to the number of aboi^ 
four thoufand five hundred, on the tranfports which the 
Heradeans had fumiihed them with ; and Cheirifophus 
and Xenophon led the other two bodies, which confifteci 
of two thoufand men each. The Arcadians failed to 
Calpe, a fea-port, fituate between Heraclea and Byzan- 
tium, lodged for that night in the neighbouring village^ 
about fifty ftadia diftance from the tea, and the next 
morning brought home a good number of cattle, and 
fome prlfoners. The Thracians, Who inhabited this part 
of Bithynia, and who were neither ufed to, nor provided 
againft fuch inroads, had abandoned the country; but 
foon rallied their forces, and attacked the Arcadians^ who, 
for want of light-armed infantry, continued their march . 
in a clofe phalanx, without opening or breaking their 
ranks, till they came to a valley, where the Thracians fo 
harafled them on both fides, that they were entirely de- 
feated. Fluflied with fuccefs, the Thracian's fell on an- 
other body, of which eight only efcaped. All this while 
the Thracians made fuch loudihoutings, diat their num- 
ber hourly increafed; and next morning attacked the 
Greeks, and furrounded the eminence on which they had 
lodged. Their archers and cavalry made feveral hea?y 

difcharges 
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^ifcharges on them, without receiving one fhot ; for, as 
Toon as the Greeks moved one way to repulfe them, they 
immediately faced about, and g^ave way, whilft the others 
attacked them behind. At length the Greeks, no longet 
iable to bear fuch violent aiid frequent onfetSj began to 
treat of a peace \ but ^Vhen they came to infift upon hav* 
ing hoftages, the Thracians refufed to give any 5 which 
put a ftop to the treaty. 

In this foflorn condition We muft leave the Arcadian^ 
to take i, yic:^ of the other two bodies j that is, thofc of 
CheirifophusandXenophoh* The former, being in a bad cKetrito- 
Rate of health, marched along the fea^coail, and^ at phusUindi 
length, fafely arrived at the port of Calpe j and Xeno- «' Catpg^ 
phon, having provided himfelf with (hips, landed on thte f«^^*»<'- 
tonnnes of Thrace, upon the territory tjf Heraclea. His i-j^racian 
cavalry, having intercepted fome paflcngers, brought them C9kfines^ 
\o him ; and thefe informed him of the dangerous fituatioh 
the Arcadians were in. He immediately refolved to gb 
• to their affiftanCe \ and, in order to diljpofe his foldiers lb 
fecond his generous defign, addrefled them to this effcft : 
** You hear that part of the Arcadians are flain, and Xtnophott'i^ 
the reft clofely befieged upon a hill ; if thefe be deftroyed, Jpach^ 
bur hopes of fteing ouf country are at an end, feeing the 
ThraCianS afe fo numerous and fuccefsful againft us. 
Let us therefore iinmediately march to their relief: can 
we do a more glorious thing than to fave our country- 
men, and fecure our own fafety ? Perhaps the gods have 
fufFered thofe ralh and perfidious men to fall into thefe 
difafters, for having prefumed to depend upon their own 
prudence, and referved to us, who depend on their jjui- 
dancc and prote£iion, the honour of faving them. Fol- ^ 
low yoiit leader^, and obey the orders you receive from 
, them.'* He then rharched at their head, through the Marches /> 
fencnny's ct)untry, ordering his 'men to fet all on fire affift the 
VrhercVer they pafled ; and encamped that night \;^ithin ArcatiianU 
iForty ftadia of the Thraciancamp. The nekt morning 
TimaGon, arid his cavalry, were ordered to march towards 
fteni alotig with the guides ; but when they came to the 
field of bdttle^ the found neither the Arcadians nor the 
fenemy, but only fome of the plunder, as (heep. arid oxen^ 
With fome old men arid women, who told themj that tl^e 
ThraeianS had abandoned the place the night before, and 
the Arcadians, had retriiatdd that morning by break of day ; 
but which way they Were gone they knew not; Xeno- fjig ^rm 
phon was immediately informed of this, and marcKed di- pined at 
deftly for the pott bf Calpe> where he found th€ Arcadi* Calfi^ , 

VauVL X ftns 
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ans juft arrived ; and foon after then> came In alfo CBem- 

fophus, with his twQ thoufand men. The 'army ijcinj 

thus happily reunited, nothing was feen after a while, 

but the moft hearty congratulations: after which tljgf 

buried their dead; and as for thofe that could not.be 

ibund, they crefted a large cenotaph to their memory, 

and crowned it with garlands, after the Grecian manner. 

On the next day they held a general afiembly, at wHlch h 

was unanimoully agreed, that whoever, for the future^ 

propofed to divide the armyi fhould be put to death : Wd 

thfirtfo' Cheirifophus having Ipfl hia life by a medicine which be 

pkiu's took in a fever, the afiemWy chofe Neon the Aiinsean ta 

aeath. fucceed him, 

TAt army By this time the army b^ing without fliipSy and wanting 
ingr^at . provifions, XenopHon propofed their marching by land^ 
firaituand jj^^ ^ upon confulting their viftims, they met with nptif ii^ 
iufpiQcd, '^^^ finifter omens, till the foldiers began to fufpeft that 
Xenophon was at the bottom of it, and was ftill bent on. 
his old projcft of fettling a colony there: fo thathe wa& 
forced to publifh through the army, that all perfonsmigBt 
be admitted to view the vi£lims, and to invite all the fkil-' 
ful priefts to come and affifl at ckem.^ On the next day 
there was an extraordinary concourfe of both, and a great 
number of vidtims was offered*^ This was repeated three 
times, and not one promrfing omen to be fouud, but every 
VisadvUt, thing feeming to threaten fome direful difafter. . Upon 
this Xenophon addreffed bimfelf to the army, and pro- 
pofed, that, fmce the gods had declared againft their de- 
parture, they fhould now confult them about a fupply of 
• provifions, fince their own was almoft exhaufted ; and 
was immediately anfwered by a foldier, that he was in- 
formed, by a fhip from Byzantium, that CJeander, gover- 
nor of that city, was coming with tranfports and- gallics: 
fo that the gods, without doubt, direded them to tbiy for 
him. All the reft declaring themfelves to be of the fame 
- dpinion, they confulted the gods about a frefh fupply of 
provifions ; but here likewife the viftims proved ominous. 
The next day having no oxen left for facrifice, they were 
obliged to buy fome from a cartj but thefe proved no 
The chiefs rik>Fe favourable than the former. Upon which Xeno- 
divided. phon concluded, that they foreboded fome danger in the 
attempt of going in queft of new plunder; whilft Neon 
was of opinion, that, in their prefent fituation, they ought 
to liilen to nothing but the irrefiftible voice of neceffity. 
Keon'^rn/b At length Neon, being informed by an IJeraclcan, tl^at 
ixj^edition. there were fome villages near^' where they might get frefli 

Supplies, 
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..fupplies, ordered a proclamation to be made, that tnofe 
who were difpofed might go in queft of provifions, there 
being a guide ready to 'conduct them : upon which two 
thoufand went out of the camp, armed arid equipped For 
that expedition ; but their ill fuccefe was a fr^fh proof 
a^ainft the incredulous, which Xenophon did not pafs 
without animadverfipn 5 for Pharnabazus, who was go- 
vernor oiF 'Phrygia, fcnt a ftrong detachment of horfc 
againft them, who killed about five hundred Greeks, aiid 
put the reft to flight ; and thefe, having rallied, retired 
to a neighbouring hill. Xenophon no fooner heard of this 
defeat, than he put himfelf at the head of his army, 
marched to their refcue; and had the good fuccefs to 
bring them fafe back to the. camp, about fun-fet: foon ji'armeJBf 
after, the Bithynians, coming up through the neighbour- t/if Bit/y* 
ing thickets, furprifed the advanced guard, killed fome, *^'""' 
and purfued the reft to the camp. The alarmed Greeks 
. immediately ran to their arms ; but not thinking it ijafe to 
leave liieir camp in the night for fear of ambuflies, con-' 
. tented themfelves with reinforcing the outguards, till the 
xiextgiio/ning. 

They decamped by break of day, and marched to a place intrench 
of greater ftrength, where they fortified themfelve's with themjelveu 
palifadoes and a trench, which reached quite through the 
neck of land that led to the promontory; and this they 
had completed by nbpn. . At the fame time arrived a vdf- Afre/k 
fel from Heraclea, with frefti fupplics of grain, cattle, fupplj*' 
and wine. By the next morning Xenophon, having of- 
fered the ufual facrifices, found the.vifiims more favour- 
able ; about which time the prieft, having likewife obferved 
an eagle on the lucky fide, called out to him, to lead on. 
They paffed the trench with great eagernefsj to retrieve i/tarc^ «- 
their laft defeat; and only Neon, arid thofe who were gain} tk$ 
above forty-five years of age, remained to guard the cam^. enerryn, 
After marching fifteen ftadia, they came to the bodies of 
their flain, which they buried ; and about mid-day began 
to perceive the enemy's army, which confifted of feveral 
bodies of horfe and foot, and formed but one phalanx: 
At fight of them the Greeks were infpired with frefli colli' 
rage ; and the vi£Ums proving ftill favourable, Xcriophpn^ 
fimong other proper difpofitions of his army, detached 
three companies of two hundred men each, to fu^pbrt the 
'main body, that, as foon as they had broken the phalanx; 
the enemy might intangle themfelves between thofe three 
bodies ; after which he propofed marching iraniediatQlj^ 
againft them^ 
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The Greek chiefs led on the van 5 but, before thtf 
could come at the valley where the Perfians were pofledj 
they were to crofs a thick and difficult copfe, or valley 
(G) : upon which they made a halt, to confult vc^hether 
it was proper to march through it. Xenophon, ^rho led 
the rear; wondering ^t their halting, went inftantly for- 
ward i and, having heard their reafon for it, addrefled 
tfcem thus : ** You know, that I never willingly fouglit 
dangers for you» but rather confulted your fafety even 
more than your glory i but, in this preient fituation^ we 
cannot go back without danger of being purfued, and hav- 
ing our rear cut off. Is it not, therefore, more fafe to at- 
tack them, with our arms to cover us, than to fee them 
purfue us when we are defencelefs, and when our flight 
will infpirit the mod cowardly among them ? I had ra- 
ther fall on with half the number of forces, than gite 
^ay with twice as many : and, I believe, jgu think with 
me, that if we attack them, they wilt not nave courage to 
(land, though if we retire, they will purfue us. I cannot 
but look upon the thicket we are to crofs as an advantage 
worth contending for, becaufe it will make us engage 
with greater bravery, when we fee no hope of fafety but 
In vi^ory. As for the enemy, I am glad they have dn 
open country, and will not be at a lofs for variety of ways 
to fly from us ; for I fcarcely believe they will ftand our 
firft onfet » neither is this thicket more difficult or dread- 
jful than many we have pafTed ; and if it was, ^31 It nbt 
be more fo, if we do not overcome their hoffe ? And 
will not the mountains we have traverfed be ftill more dif- 
ficult to repafs, with fuch a number of targateers at ou^ 
iieels ? But (hould we by flight, be able to gain the £u- 
xine fea, what will it avail us, ferfng we have neither 
provifions nor veflTels to tranfporf us? Had we n6t, 
Ithereforci better attack them now we have taken feme re* 
freihment, than to be attacked by them to-mof r6'w morn- 
ing when we are fafting ? The facrifices arc favourable, 



(G) The Gteek word, ^dfr^ 
4iM by our author, common- 
ly fi|;nifies z.^ubo^J^ or thicket \ 
^d IS accordingly rendered by 
Leunc^avius and Hutchinfbn, 
by l^us, and by D'Alban- 
courtf and Pagi, un bocage e- 
paix, d thick ccpfe^ or thicket : 

tat W. Speknan' thinb it 



oiiglit raHier to bcf rendered s 
valiev^ • becaufe Xenophoa 
fpeaks afterwards of a bridge 
over it, which can, in nofenfe, 
. be applied to a wood ; nor, wc 
may add, to a valley, untefs' 
it be over fomb river rMnnicg 
through iti' 



)CenophonS Retreaf.^ p>% 

(he omens bapp j ; let us not, therefore, give the ^nem^ 
time to fup and encamp where they pleafe." 

This fpeeth fo animated the chiefs, that» they defired 
him to put bimfeif at their head ; which he prefently 
did ; and, having reminded his vanguard of the many 
battles they had gained, and what thofe ought to expedl 
who turned their backs, now they were happily got to the 

f rates of Greece, the words given were, " Jupiter the Pre- 
erver," and " Hercules the Conduftor ;" and, after they 
had crofled the wood, or valley, hedifpofed them in form 
of a phalanx^ and placed the targateers upon their wings 
ordering the pikemen to carry their pikes on their rignt 
ihoulders till the trun^pet founded,, then to prefent them, 
and move gently on. The onfet was refolute on both 
fides ; the targcteers were fo eager, that, inftead of wait- 
ing for the (ignal, they rulhcd at once upon the Perfian 
cavalry apd Bithynian infantry, who repulfed them: but Defiatth$ 
^vhen the (ignal was given, and the Greek phalanx began PerfioMs* 
to advance towards them at the found of their martial in- 
ftruments, and to prefent their pikes, they immediatley 
broke their ranks, and were put to flight. Timafion, at 
the head of fomc Greek cavalry, purfued them, and flew 
a good number of runaways of their left wing: upon 
which their right rallied, and pofted themfelves on an 
eminence ; but, feeing the (Jrceks come full fpeed to dif- 
. lodge them, they abandoned it, and fled. When the 
Greeks had got pofleflion of the poft, they perceived the 
Barbarian infantry rallying, and going to join the PerGah 
cavalry : upon which it was immediately refolved to attack 
them ; this was done with fuch fpeed and bravery, that 
the enemy were feized with a panic ; and the cavalry ran 
into a neighbouring foreft for (helter. 

Night advancing, the Greeks did not purfue them thi- EnSm 
therj but took the advantage of the remainder of light ^^H^*y* 
they had, to ere£l a trophy : after which, they returned to 
their camp, which was about fixty ftadia diftance. After 
this fignal defeat, the Bithynians abandoned the whole 
country to the Greeks, who found an immenfe booty, 
' notwithftanding the care the inhabitants had taken to re- 
move their beft eflTeAs; all vfhich they conveyed to tht 
camp, and divided among them, together with a large 
fupply of all forts of provifions. They now waited ^r 
nothing but the return of Cleander, with the expefted 
tranfports. They were not a little furprifed to fee him CUauc($r 
come with only two gallies^ which were fent rather to brings but 
jdifcover the intentions of the chiefs, than to do them anv ^'^i^^^ 
'■ ■ ■■ %y real 
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te^ ferticc. However, he was r*c6Wcd wil!i aflt Che 4ftJ 
fcrcncc that was then paid to the Lacedaemonians, who^ 
fincc tlie taking the city of Athens, had aflumed a fove- 
feignty over all the other Grecian ftates. He had in his 
company the infamous Dcxippus, who had lately carried 
off a fifty-oar galley from IVehizond ; and as he always 
fought alter fpoil more than glory, he defired the plunder 
might be committed to his charge : to which Cleander 
readily agreed. 
^atfesau This occafioned new difturbances in the army ; for 
uproar m Dexippus, having refufed fome foldiers their ftiare of the 
thiurmj. (i^eep^ under pretence that they belonged to the public, 
.was carrying one of them before Cleander, in order to 
have him punilhed, accufing him of threatening to carry 
off the {heep by force. Agafias, who was Xenophon's 
intimate friend, met them ; and, as the prifoner ferved 
Sn his company, he ordered him t6 be fet at liberty. 
Upon which, feveral other foldiers, being cxafpcrated 
againft Dexippus, vented their rage by throwing ftones at 
him, and calling him many opprobrious names ; info* 
nvuch that not only Dexippus and his attendants, but ev(jn 
Cleander, were pbliged to retire. Xenophpn endeavourid 
to diffipate their fears, and appcafe the tumult ; but Cle- 
ander, as governor of Byzantium, took upon him the fol 
cognizance and decifion of the affair, and threatened tj> 
fend orders to the Bithynian towns to treat them as ene- 
mies, if they did not fubmit to his (entence. 
. The army did not feem much intimidated by his threats; 
but Xenophon, who forefaw the ill confequence of exaf- 
perating him, fummoned the army together, and, in a 
•ipeech, reprefcnted the danger of letting him depart in' 
anger, becaufe the Lacedaemonians, who were now maf- 
i ters of Greece, had it in their power to fhut all the Gre- 
Xen^hotes cian cities againft. them : " For (faid he) he may (hut up 
fpeech to that of Byzantium againft us, and caufe all the reft to fol- 
ihtm* low his exjfmple, and, at the fame time, fend fuch a cha- 

rafter of us to Anaxibius their admiral, that it will be 
difEcult for us cither to fail hence, or remain here. I 
therefore am of opinion, that not only Agafias, and the 
•foldier he releafed, but even myfelf, by Whofe orders» 
Cleander fays, Agafias afted, or any other he fhall com- 
plain againft, he forthwith fent to him, to be tried.** 
Hereupon Agafias rofe, and, having cleared Xenophon 
from the impatatiOn, and himleif of having afted any thing 
unbecoming his charafter againft the traitor Dexippus, 
offered to go and be tried m perfon by Cleander 5 atid 

only 
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^^"bieggQ^U that they would,order a number of dieir gene* 
-rals tp accompany Tiim, 'that, if he omitted any thing, 
ttey might fpeak in his behalf. This being granted, they, AgqjiBu^ ^ 
together with the foldier, went to Cleander, befor-e whom and others^ 
the aj'aif Was fairly'ftated. ' Both Agafias and the'foldier ^ff^^*'^ 
^afily exculpated fhemfelves, in the opinion of the gene- l^^^i^^' 
T^ls, tJiQVlgh -Cleaijder aiTumed an air of refentment. But, a„der, 
wjiilft. l^e'was at dinner, Xenophon^ who feared the w^ril 
from biin> advifed the army to depute fome proper per*- 
ionsr to intercede for tbem ; and they appomted him, 
with fome- pt^ier generals^ particularly Bracontius the 
Lacedie^nonian, to plead in their behalf. 

Xenophon addreffed him to this effect: : *' The men Xenophon 
you deTaa^4^d, O Cleander, are now before you; and pleads for 
tihe army iiot 9nly makes "you mafter of their fate, but of ^^^^«?« 
its own. However, we pr^fume to conjure you to fpare 
them^ on account of their fignal fervices ; 'in return of 
which favour we promife, 'that, if you fhall think fit to •.„ _/-^- 

6e our general, we will convince you how' obedient we . ^ 

^all tie tp y9ur commands j in which cafe, we defireyou '.M-t'i*:" 
-will bringtQ trial Dexippus^ and fuch as have incurred 
your difplcafure, and rewaVd every one according to his 
iperitf* His ipeech had the defixed cfFeft ; .and Cleander, Cleander 
fweappg by Caftor and PoIIuk, not onlj engaged to re- reccnciUd^ 
(eafe the,t\yQ men, but to come over himfetf to' them, and, 
if the gods f poured them, to bring therh into' Greece, 
ff Y^r .difcpurXe (added h^) is very different ifrom the 
report 1. have beard ofTome of ypu, that you were endca- 
youxMig to. render the army diffafFefted to the Lacedaemo- 
nians.*; His anfwer was highlj applauded by the Greek 
gen^als, who . returned wirh'the two men. Cleander^ 
ijontrafted an .intimate friendlhip with Xeilqphori, offered 
Sacrifices for their happy return into Greece, and, 'after 
liaviiig obferved the good order and "difapline obferved 
by tlie army^ became more defirous than ever of com- 
manding them. # He offered up vi(3:ims for three days 
fucceffively; but, finding them contrary to his wifhes, 
lie called the generals together, and faici, ." Thd viflims 
will not permit me to conrfuft the army; but let not that 
difcourage you, for it logks'asif that honour was referved 
)fbr you. Go on, therefore, and depend 'Updn meeting 
with the bed reception at Byzantium I am able to give 
you." The foldiers having prefented him \vith the (heep 
that belonged to the public, he . returned them, and.fet 
fail foon after. The army, having fold the corn they had 
iKijth them, marched through Bithynia ; but, as they could 
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ttm mrmst meet vriih nothing on the road to carry into the territorfes 
^]£lZ ^^ ^^^^' friends, they refolved to march back one day and 
fmtugr. ^ night, which fumiihed them with a good number of 
Haves and cattle ; and, afier fix days march, arrived at 
Jrfhfg 4tf Chryfopolis (H), where they remained feven days to fell 
Ckrjl^^ their booty K 

The;- were now preparing to crofs the Bofponxs, in 

mmiatBj" order to enter Byzantium; but Phamabazus, who was 

K^JHiuM. then in that city, fcarcely recovered from the panic which 

they had thrown him into, had taken care to infpire the 

Laccdsemonians, as weD as their admiral, vrith fucfa jea* 

Ipufies, that they were, with difficulty, adinitted into the 

city ; and had likewife engaged them to difpatch the whole 

Greek army as fail as poflible into Greece, not thinking 

himfelf fafe fo long as they continued in the neighbour- 

Ofver* hood of Afia. The admiral accordingly fent for their gc- 

rwMfy nerals to Byzantium, and there promifed, that, if the 

^^Jf ^^ Cfreeks came over, they Ihould have pay ; and Clcander, 

0(f^iraf, when they were arrived, caufed it ta be proclaimed, that 

he would review them, and order provifions to be pre* 

pared for their march i but, inftead of paying them, 

Anaxtbius ordered them to march out of the town witli 

their arms and baggage, as if he defigned to mufter and 

difmifs them ; at which the foldiers exprefled no fmall 

difcontent and relu£lance, becaufe they had no money to 

|)uy provifions on their route. However, they obeyed^ 

and were no fooner got out of the city, with Xetiopbon, 

and the other generals at thei'r head, than the gates were 

immediately (hut. Here the generals were told by Anax- 

ibius, that they might now proceed on their march, and 

fupply themfelves with provifions from the Thracian vit 

lages, where they would find plenty, and then continue 

their route into the CHerfpnefus, where Gnifcus was or^ 

dered CO pay them, "" ' . - • ^ 

t Xenoph . ubi Aipra, ad .611. lib. -vi, 

(H) A fmall city in Chal- toll (i). It was a village, ia 

cedonia, fituatc o|i the Thra- Strabo*^ time, and is now, by 

f ian Bofporus, gnd once famed the Turks, called Scutari ; 

for being the place where the and, though divided from 

Athenians, when in pofleflioii Conftantiriople by the Bofpo- 

of it, caufed the vclTeJs that riis, is yet looked upon as a 

Jfailed through' the Bofporus. fuburbof that metropolis, 
jnto the Euxine fea, to pay 

( I J JCcnopb. ubi fupra, lib. yU 
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n%e loldierty being acquainted with this piece of Lacei- 
dsemonian treacliery» failed not to refent it, and ran forthr 
Mrith to their arms* Immediately the city gates were 
afiaulted with hatdiets, and other inftruments, by fome % 
others haftened to the fea, and got over the mole into 
the town ; whilft a third party, who had tarried behind 
when the army marched out, oroke the bars, and fet the 
gates open ; upon \^hich thofe wilhouc ruflied in, and 
ran through the ftreets, as if they had taken the place by Ri^tntf^ 
aflault. *rhe inhabitants, feeing this, fled, fome to their the dtj^ 
houfes, others to . the (hipsi expe^ing every minute hM^^* 
to be plundered. Eteonicus, who had the care of the 
gates, fled likewife to the citadel, and the admiral to his 
fleet in a fifhing-boat ; and, not thinking the citadel's gar- 
rifon to be ftrong enough to oppofe them, fent, likewife^ 
for that of Chalcedon to their afliftance. Xenophon, who Xenephm 
faw the tumult, and dreaded the confequence of their -^^^^ ^^*^ 
plundering that metropolis, made all poi&ble hafte to ''''^* 
leather together the foldiers i who did not then (lay till he 
fpoke, but told him, that he had now a fair opportunity 
of making his and their fortunes, by becoming mafter of 
the cilty, gallies, money, and people. To this he onl^ 
anfwered, for the prefent, that he would follow their ad^ 
vice : *' But, added he, if this is your defire, place your- 
felves in your ranks immediately, and handle your arms." 
He caufed the other chiefs to give the like orders to the 
refty who readily obeyed ; and, being ranged in proper 
order, and filence commanded, he fpoke to this efFe£fc to ' 
thclm: 

•*• I am not at all furprifcd at your refcntment for being Hhfpeecf 
fo bftfely impofed upon ; but, if we wreak our revenge, '«^^«* 
not oiily on the Lacedaemonians who have done it, but on 
the city^ which is altogether innocent,.confider what muft 
be the confequence of it : the former will declare us the 
enemies of Sparta ^ and, what hath lately happened in 
Greece, will eafily point out what we are to cxpeGt. 
When Athens declared againft that republic, we had then 
four hundred gallies^ either in our fea-ports or arfenals ; 
we had great fums in our treafury, beiides a yearly in- 
come of one thoHfand talents, payable by our citizens and 
foreigners \ our dominions extended a great way, parti* ^ 
cotarly to the iilands of the ^gasan fea, and feveral rich 
cities on the coafts of Greece and Afia : notwithftanding 
aD thofe advantages, we were, as you all know, fub- 
dued by the Lacedaemonians : and what have we not 
tPfcar from their poi^ei;, pow they are united wit;h the 
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Acfaasanst and bav^ rai&d it on t^fi tVkV9^ oi, 4^]^^^ 9<I 
iu ajliej ? Shall m^c now bring all A^ GfrpeJ^^ .^BW. \^/ 
\Kho are not yet out of the rcacb qi tW. Pacbanaq^ ;jn4; 
Specially the P^rfiajvs,. our mo.ft ii^^^ti^^t^'foBs ?. ^l^siiU, 
. all theft join f^r^es agaiof^; u<s, ai;^ ^ft vss ^. conditipn to, 
Ti^ithftand them ? For heaven's fal^^ l^t u§ not peiiib witi 
■ diibonour, by bei^g declared ^iiemi^s ^o our parei}ts» 

fttendsy and relations ; {or thefe all li^e in the cities that 
yrill wage war ag^i^ft V5j S|p4 "pt.yrilhowt rcafon, if, 
aJfter we have declined ftizing pn aj)y.pf the towns of the 
Barbarian^ we have v^quifl^ed; we (bo|»}d now plunder, 
the firft city of &rj^ece..wi^ar,e arrived at. • As for myfel^ 
• may I be buried X»n ifeQufftpd fathom de^p before I fee ypii 
gttiltv of fuch adqedi J^you are Qr^el^,^ I advife you to 
Vy» Qy your obedience tp the maftcr^ of. Greece, to q£n 
tain j^ftice. Should .tbey ^ven refufe it, w? Qvight n^^ 
wironged as we vfl, to diJpnKe oiwfply^gt of the poftVilitj 
pf returning home ; rajiter lejt us depute fpm^ proper pgr- 
fons to aflure AnaxibiuSi that we'.did npt ent^r the to^a 
vith any hoilile views, bjut to obtain >Kbat bath been pro- 
0)if(&d to us : and, if yre fail in thi$, let him fee that we 
i^te ready to leave it again, noj becavf? we have been 
oyer-reachcd, but becauft we ar,e willing to pbey/' 

His advice was in^mediately fpllpwcd » and .proper og- 

cera deputed to the .adipiral, who . prpmif^d, ^hat tbcy 

flipuki have no caufe to repent cf.,thQir..fiibmiSion5 and 

that be would fenid, forthyrith, an accou«i|i cf it to Sparta, 

to the end that ordersi nught. be given frpm thence^ that 

they might be fupplied with every thing on their mjircbi 

C^ and meet with the kinder rec^^idix. in, their coi|nuy» 

marfhout ^P^^ ^^^^ ^^^ ^^^^ iQadily marqhei out .pf Byzatijgwfni 

^thicUy. ^^^^^ which Anaxibiuscaufed it fio.lA^^ proclaimed d^vgji 

the city, that if an,y foldier.was fpuijAirt it/he/fhottld^Jf 

fold for a flave- . . iM.. .; , .. \,. . 

What farther telates. tp . the rema|aiar;-of.the fo^ 

army* the difiFerenccs ainoog their gpn^als, and the j«^ 

0US ways each took, according to b)9:diderent vje^aaxid 

Jntejreft, we fhallomk here, though Xjeiiophpn hath le^ 

4ia a diffufe account of it in the laft J>Qok of bis letrcat 

♦We have hitherto followed him tbroiugh J>i5 great^ft .dif- 

^ Acuities and dangexs, and through aU the * countri^es cf 

iibeir. enemies, into the. territorieSiOf, their friends ; wh^tice 

ibinej embarking on board merchantrvcffd^, arrived fafc 

^ thjsir refpeftive homes, wbilft ,pjl}er.s entered them- 

w/«»- ^^^ '"^^ ioTtx^ fexvice. Of thefc laft was Xenophon, 

derStutheu ^^^i ^^"g earneftJy invited by Senthesj king of TbracQ, 
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tSich at war ^itft wkh" hrs rebelBous fubjefts, chofe to en- 
ter into his fcrvicc, ^ith as many of his men as were wil^ 
ling to follow him. The ill returns he and they met wHh 
ftorn that ungrateful prince, notwithftanding all his pro- 
mlfes to them, will be feen in its proper place.. Ali that 
■^e fhall fay of it here, by way of conclufion to this ap* 
petidix, and to Xenophon's glorious Irfe and aftions^ is, "^ 
iHtTLt Seiithcs not only broke his promife, but became his 
enemy, and wpuld even have dripped him, and his troops^ 
ts£ all the fpoils they had brought from Perfia. 

A man of Xenophon's charafter could npt, without juft 
ifidigriation, behold fuch perfidy and injuftice ; fo that 
he left his foldiers to the care and command of Thimbro, 
the Lacedaemonian general, who was fent againft Tifla- 
phernes and Pharnabazus, to deliver the Afiatic cities 
from the Perfian yoke. He next crofled over to Lainp- 
facus, where the Phliaiian pricft, Euclides, who came to 
congratulate him on his fafe return, took the liberty to afk 
liow much gold he had brought with him. Xenophon Hispo^ 
readily anfwered,. with an oath, that he had not enough 'tfertf. 
left to cary him home (for the Athenians had not yet ba- 
tiiflied him), unlefs he fold his horfe.arid equipage. • The 
3L.ampfacians, however, fent him the nfual prefents, in 
token of hofpitality 5 ^nd, upon his offering facrifices, the 
prieft was convinced of his poverty, and he was adtuifly 
forced to feirhishorfe fpr fifty Darics. 

From Lampfacus they went to Ophrynion, and thence, 
on the next day, f 6 Troas % and, paffing over Mount Idai^ 
cahie to Antandrus'; attd thence coaftmg along the Ly- 
dian Tea, came to rfbe plains of Tbebes;; Tliey paffed neA 
tHrdu^h Adraniyttiut?! ^ and Certonicum, to the plain of 
Carcus ; and thehce reached to Petgamus, a city of Mylia. 
* Here Xenbpht)n wafs itifarmed^ th^t ^flrdates, a rich Per- 
fian fitrap, lay encamped in the pl^'iii, arid might be ettfljy 
•fnrprifed with all bis wealth. He. marched that nigHt, 
•\cith fbme of his faithful friends, arid about fix hundred 
men, and attacked him dbout midnight; :but the Petflan, 
'h-^vrng been reinfbrce^d from feveral parts^ they werere- 
pnifed : they made, however, a fafe retreat ; and, on the 
next day, began d more fuocefsfal attefmpt againft l)im,'iji 
fome villages, near the walls of Parthepiyn;, where.'he- 
'took him, with his' wife, children,' hprfes, and all his Takeia 
'riches, and then returned to Pergamlos. By this time Mrfimfit^ 
'Xenophon had no rcafon to complain longer of iiis^pO- X-^^^^ik. 
verty, the Lacedasmonian, and other generals, as well as "^^^''** 
.the foldiers, having uhanimoufly agreed to fele£t for him 

not 
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not only horfes, but yokes of oxen, and oUicr things : fn 
that be had it now in hispowerj a$ be obfcrves ^^ to oblige 
a friend. 

Thimbro, being arrived, took upon him the command 

of the army, joining that of Xenophon to the Greek 

forces, and purfued his war aeainfl the two Periian (a- 

Mitkis t§ traps* Xenophon retired, witn a defign to fpend the re- 

frhnUi mainder of his days in folitude and privacy ; wherein be 

^* took care to preferve that elory which he had acquired at 

the head of the army. The city of Athens having con« 

denmed him to banimment, for having ferved under Cyrus, 

be, for fome time, followed the famous Agefilaus, king 

of Sparta, and was treated with all the. marks of efteem 

and friendfhip ; but, after having ferved fome campaigns 

under him, he retired to the city of Scillus, where he 

wrote his hidory, and philofophical works, continuing a 

zealous votary to the gods, who had brought him faf^ 

through fo many perils. 

One part of tne fpoils he employed in building a temple 
to Diana, after the model of that of Ephefus. The ftatue 
of that goddefs was of ebony, exa£lly like the golden one 
at Ephefus, and was to be feen in Paufanias's time. The 
temple was built in the midll of a foreft, watered by the 
fiver Hellene ; and, at the entrance of it, were infcribed 
^hcfe words, ** Territory confecratQd to Diana, He like- 
wife ordered annual facrifices to her ^ and, on the day ap- 
pointed for that feftival, the tenths of the produ£l of that 
territory werq offered to the goddefs ; the reft was per- 
formed with great ceremony, a vaft concourfe of. people 
attending; the edifice being on the highroad betweea 
$parta aad Olympia, and about twenty ftadia from <he tern- 
. pie of Jupiter Olympius. So that this grand feaft, which 
. wasalfo preceded with a general hijnting of the SciUun- 
tinesi and, with other marks of joy, feems defigned by its 
founder as a perpetuali monument of thi$ glorious retreat. 
His fonsufually aflifted at the hunting; and it was on 
jtheir account he wrote his treatifes qf nunting and horfe- 
- manfliip } in which he endeavours to Inculcate the beauty 
and virtue of making our deligjifs fubfervient to rcli- 

§ion, of which all jiis writiqgs flicw his heart to haw 
eenfulL " 
Thusended this celebrated expeditjon, which our author 
^ , concludes irj the following \^ords : " The whole of the wajn 
both of the expedition and retreat, confifted of two bunt 

^ Lib. vii. ad fin, 
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the Uifloty of Sicify. 317 

t3red and fifteen days march, of eleven hundred and fifty- 
five parafangs, and of thirty-four thoufand fix hundred 
and fifty ftadia; and the time employed in both) of a 
year and three months '.** 



C H A P. XXII. 

Of the IJlands of Sicily ^ Crete, Samos^ Rhodes, 
&c, to their hecoming fubjeSi to the Romans. 

SECT. I. 

^he Hiftory of Sicily. 

'Tp HIS great and fruitful ifland was anciently known Jfamiii 
-* by the names of Sicania, Sicilia, and Trinacria or 
^ *riquetra. The two former were borrowed from the Si- 
cani and Siculi^ who peopled a confiderable part of tfie^ 
country ; and the latter, ftom its triangular figure, formed 
by the three famous promontories of Pelorum, Pachvnum, 
and Lilybaeum. Cape Pelorum is now called by the na- 
tives Capo di Faro, or Capo della Torre di Faro. Tihis 
J>romontory faces Italy, from which it is divided by tfie 
ftreights of Meflina, reaching from the tower of the Faro, 
^hich is the moft northern part of the ifland, to the Capo 
deli* Armi, or the Cape of Arms, the moft fouthern part 
of Calabria. Thcfe ftreights, by the Latins called Fretiimr 
^iculum, bv the Italians, II Faro di Meflina, and by us 
the Fare ot Meflina, are, accprding to Pliny'', Strabo', 
and other geographers, between twelve and fifteen miles.in 
the broadeft place, and in the narroweft about a mile and a 
half} infomuch that, when Meflina was taken bvthe Car- 
thaginians, many of the inhabitants are faid to nave faved 
thcmfelves by fwimming to the oppofite coafts of ttaly. 
This flarrownefs gave rife to an dpiniorf, wtiicK once obtain- 
ed amonfr £he ancients, that Sicily was originally joined to 
the continent of ttaly by ah ifthmus, which was, in pro- 
cefs i>f time, worn away by the fury of the waves, and 
the violence of earthquakes ; out the moftjudicious amohg 
the ancients look upon this pretended leparation as fa- 
bulous, and fpeak of it as a tnin^ that is only f^id to have 
- liappeiled ^. The Fare of Meflina is famous for the rapi- 
dity of its currentSi and the flowing and ebbing of thdf 

< Ibid* in ttL. ^ it'iin. lib. if. cap. 6. l S;rab. lib. r. 

t* iJl9 ^ Mela, )ib»i. cap. »• Strab. lib. y. 
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feat 'whioh is Ntij \ncg\k)at9 smdibmetimes niflics in with 

fuch violenoe, tDat the (hipd, aiding at anchor^ are in 

danger. The famous Scylla and Charybdis s^re at the 

north entrance into the ftreights. The fprmer is a rock 

on the coaft of Italy ; the latter a whirlpool on the fide of 

. Sicily* The^paflage was, in ancient timesy reckoned very 

dangerous \ The other two promontories are, Pachynun, 

facing Greece, amd Lilyteum, oppofite Africa. The for« 

n)er is now known by the name of Capo Paffaro ; and the 

/latter fay that of Capo di Marfella, or Capo di Boeo. 

^UiMim. This ifland lies between the 33th <kg. 40 mih. and 

the 38th deg. 30 min. of north latitude, extending in Ion- 

fitude from 35 to 39 degrees. Its greateft length, from 
elorum to Lilybaeum, is two hundred miles ; its brezdth, 
from F9chynum*to the city of Cephalxdium, now Ce/aia, 
a hundred and eighty ; and the whole circuit of theiilaad 
fix hundred. 

Its fertility was fo well known, that Sicily was and- 
ently called the granary of Rome : to this day, whaterer 
defirable things nature has frugally bellowed on other 
.countries, are found in this, as in their original feminary. 

The moft remarkable cities on the eailern coaft of Sicily, 
which faces Greece, and extends from Pelorum to Pa- 
chynum, are, Mefiana, on the (Ireights of Sicily, over^ 
againft Rhegium in Italy. This city was formerly called 
Zancle ; which appellation fome derive from the old Si- 
cilian word zanclos, fignifying a hooJt, the Ihorc on which 
it was built being of that Ihape ^, Others think that it 
was fo called from one Zanclus, who reigned in that part . 
of the ifland p. But, however that be, this city, accord- 
ing to the chronologifts, was founded five hundred and 
thirty years before the fiege of Troy, and nine hundred 
fixty-four before Romulus laid the foundations of Roine^ 
The inhabitants of this city, being gVeatly harafledbj 
the pirates of Cuma, had recourfe to the MefTenians, a 
people of Greece ; who, haftening to the afliftance' of the 
Zancleans, cleared their coafls, entered into an alliance 
with the citizens, and fettled in their city, which was, 
from them, by the Greeks called Meflene, and, by the 
Latins, MefTana^. Paufanias' tells us, that AnaxilaSf 
tyrant of Rhegium, having entered into an alliance with 
the Meflenians of Greece againft the Zancleans, over-* 
threw their forces, and, with the affiftanee of Ks allies, 
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^ Florus, lib. i. cap. 4. Seneca, Epiit. 79, &c. 
lib. iv. cap. ult, P Thucyd. lib. s'u p. 413; 

ti. p. 185. t Paufan; in Meffen, 
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•feoffeire4hiMe!f *f* their -dity, whkh, in cottifltmetitlb 
Ihe Meffehians, who had'affiftcd in this expedition, be 
callea taeflcric. This evetlt is tn^hlWried alfp by Herp- 
%16tti$S who afcriBes all the gWry df it to the Samiant^ 
'the allies of Ahaix^s^ or, as he C^Us him, Anaxihtis. 
TPhis city was 'afterwards feized 1)y 'the Mumertirii, and 
'ih'acfe their capital 5 by which meitls it* became' owe df tbc 
*itt6ft wealthy dtiii powerfhl cities- 6f Sicily. It was the 
'fii4l town wliich theRomaiis pdlkStA in the iflinU, being 
"p'Ut into .their hinds by the Mamertitti. 

TaurbAii'nium, btiilton the hiihs'of the ahcfent city^f TauromU 

Naxos, whlth wa3*deftroyisd'by Diobyfius the tfyrant, ftbod uium. 

'oh the declitity of Mount TauiPus. The river Tauromi- 

tiiiis watered the Writory of this'city ' 5 and its hills w^re 

■ famous for the ^xccfllent' grapes thfey produced. It is now 

called Taormiira/aftif Is ftill a-plAce bffome confrddration. 

Tlie coaft on which i|:* ftbod wsls anciciltly called Coprhs, 

that is,, dunghill \ Vecaufe the fea Hinas fuppofed tb dif- 

' charge there theVredks'of ftich fhips as had been -fwal- 

* Towed up by the Charybdis". The river Taurominius, 
'which gave its nAme to the city, 'is now called Cahtara. 

" Catana ftoo'd oh a gulph 6f the Ionian fea, called the Catauti 
•^tilph of Cata'na, and is commended by the ancients as 

♦ one of the richeft and m6ft powerful cities of Sicily. It 
was built and peopled by the inhabita'Ats of Chalcis, and 
continued in great fplendor for many ages ^; 'but at 
laft underwent the fame fate as moft of the other cities 
in the neighbourhood of -^tna, having been, in great 

' part, confumed by the eruptions of that mountain, and 
buried in ruins by the dreadful earthquakes, which have 
often laid wafte the whole neighbouring country. Its . 
territory was watered by the river Amenes, or Atnenanus, . 
now called the Judicello* 

Murgentium, or Morgantia, was founded, according to MMrgi$t^ 
Strabo *, by the Morgetae, a people .of Italy, who crofTed ^'««« 
over into Sicily with the Siculi, and built this city, at a 
fmair diftance from the mouth of the Symajthus, now La 
Jaretta. Thucydides y, Scylax, and Pliny *, place it near 
the conflux of the Chryfas, now the Dittaino, and the 
Symaethus. 

Leon<ini ftood about five miles diftance from the coaft, Le$niM* 
ten from Catana, and twenty from Syracufe. It was 

• Herodot. lib, vi. cap. 13, & lib. vii. cap. 28. t Diod. Sic, 

lib. xiv. cap. 60. 8c lib. xvi. cap. 7. « Strabo, lib. vi. p. 1854 

w Tbucyd.' lib. ill. « Strabo, lib. vi. p. 1*6. y Tbucyd. 

lib. vl^ 'Plln. lib. iii. cap. 8. 
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bttilt bv the Chalcidiansy under the conduA of Theocles, 
the Atnenian, in the firft year of the thirteenth Olyoib 
piadi as '^fhucydides informs us* The territory of I^eon* 
tini was watered by the Liflus» which falls into the Tereas 
at the diftance of eisht forlonffs from the city *• Leontini 
was defiendedy in the time ofThucydides, hy two fkiaaf^ 
citadels i the one called the citadel of Fhoccea^ the other 
the citadel of Bricinnia* At a fmall diftance from the city 
was a lake abounding in 6iht and about twenty miles in 
compafs. The Tapours^ arifing from the marlhes made 
by the overflowing of the lake, greatly infe£led the aif» 
which was there deemed very unwholfome i but, to make 
amends for this difadvantage, the fields were fo fruitful, 
that, according to Pliny, they yielded a hundred-ibid 2 
whence the city of Leonnni was called by Tuliy the 
grand magazine of Sicily \ The wines it produced were 
thought the moft delicious of the whole ifland \ but the 
inhabitants abufed this benefit bjr their intemperance; 
which gave rife to the provertv *^ 'The people of Leontini 
are always at their cups." DionyCus, the tyrant, having 
made himfelf mafter of the city, removed the inhabitants 
to Syracufe» Polybius gives a very exa£b and minute ac« 
count of Leontini, and to him we refer our readers for a 
more particular defcripdon of it» 
Miffarht The city of Hybla was built by the Slcani, Who were 
•r ifykla. driven out by a colony from Megaris. in Greece. Thefc 
liew-cbmers, having enlarged and beautified the place, 
gave it the name of their native city. The Hyblsean 
honey is, as every one knows much celebrated by the 

Latin poets (I). 

< 

* Polyh. lib. vii* b Cic. Orai. f^hiihen. cap. ii, 

(I) The ancient gepgi^phers whefe the fmdli toWn of Ragtifi 

liiention three ciries in Siciljr, how jjaiidi, and was called the 

bearing the name of Hybla. Little Hybla; The third, whiifa 

The city We are Here treating was called the Great Hybla, is 

of, flood on the eaitera coaft^ fup|)ored to have fiood betweea 

and gave naitie to the gulph Catena and Hadranum^ in the 

which the pfefent nadves call tet|itary of the preffent Pader- 

the ^ulph of Augufla, from no. Some pretend that there 

the city of Atigufla, Or Aoufta^ arefome traces of it ilill to oe 

on that bay4 The fecond city ftcn, near the mouth of the 

of Hybla was fituate on an Cataro, formerly the Alaboo, 

eminence, in the fame place or Alabis (i). 

(0 Vldt Fa^el, in Defhipt. Sieih 
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Syracui^e, once th^ metropolis of all Sicily, and a mod: Sjracufe% 
fioiiriihing commonwealth, was, according toTulIy*, the 
greateft and moft wealthy of all the cities poffeffed by the 
Greeks. Thucydides equals it to Athens, when that city 
was at the height of its glory ^ \ and Strabo calls it one of 
the mod famous cities of the world for its advantageous 
fitiiation, the ftatelinefs of its buildings, and the immenfe 
wealth of its inhabitants^. It was built, according to 
Thucydides and Strabo, by Archias, one of the Heraclidse, 
who came from Corinth into Sicily, in the fecond year of 
the eleventh Olympiad. The abndger of Stephanus and 
Marcianus of Heraclea tell us, that it borrowed the name 
of Syracufe from a neighbouring marfli called Syraco. 
This ftately city contained within its walls, which were 
eighteen miles in compafs, fout very confiderable cities, 
as Strabo calls them, united into one, viz. Acradina, 
.Tyche, Neapolis, and the Ifland or Ortygia. In Acra- 
L dina, the largeft of the four, there was a vaft fquare, fur- 
rounded with porticos, a magnificent temple dedicated to 
Jupiter Olympius, the prytaneum, where the public 
coiincils were held, and a fpacious palace for the admi- 
niftration of juftice ; with feveral other buildings, which 
were deemed mafter-pieces of aj:chite£lure. This quarter 
was (ituated on the fea^fide, and divided from Neapolis 
and Tyche by a wall of an extraordinnry thicknefs and 
height. The fecond city, called Tyche, flood between 
Acradina srnd the hill Epipolae, having the former on the 
eaft, and Neapolis on the fouth. The chief ornaments 
of this divifion were, a fpacious and beautiful gymna{ium> 
whither the youth reforted to learn all forts of exercifes ; 
and feveral temples, greatly admired for their inimitable 
ftrudure, efpecially that or Fortune, by the Greeks called 
Tyche, whence this divifion borrowed its name. The 
third quarter, called the Ifland, or Ortygia, was joined to 
Acradina, Tyche, and Neapolis^ by a bridge. The moft 
remarkable buildings in this part were, the palace of 
Hiero, which afterwards became the habitation of the Ro- 
man praetors, and two magnificent temples, the one dedi- 
cated to Diana, and the other to Minerva, the two tutelary 
goddefTes of Syracufe ^. The laft city was called Neapolis, 
or the New City, becaufe built. after the other three. 
Tlie chief ornaments of this city were, a fpacious amphi- 
theatre, and two temples of wonderful architecture, con* 

c Cic Aft. iv. In Vcrr. ^ Thucyd. lib, vii. p. 503, 

e Strabo, lib. vi. ' Cic. ASt^ iv* in Verr. 
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fecrated to Ceres, and Libera or Profcrplnc. The (latire 
of Apollo Temnites, which was afterwards carried to 
Rome, is celebrated by Tully, as the moft valuable mo- 
nument in Neapolis. 

Of thefe four cities Ortygia alone Is now remaining. 
There are indeed fome footfteps ftill to be feen of the an- 
cient Syracufe, in the ruins of the porticos, teniples, and 
palaces, which are defcribed at length by Fazellus, to 
whom we refer the reader «f. The famous fountain of 
Arethufa rofe in this idand; but its (bring is now dried 
up. Near the city flood a hill, called Epi'polae, exceeding 
fteep, and of very difficult accefs. When the Athenians 
befieged Syracufe, this hill was not enclofed with a wall, 
as in after-ages, but defended by a fort, called Labdalon K 
On Epipolje was the famous prifon Latomix, which word 
properly fignifies a quarry, Cicero gives us a minute account 
of this dreadful prifon, which was a cave one hundred and 
twenty- five paces long*, and twenty-foot broad, cut out of 
the rock to an incredible depth. It was the work of Diony- 
fius the tyrant, who caufed thofe to be (hut up in it, who 
had the misfortune to incur his difpleafure *. The whole 
city was invironed with a triple wall, fo flanked with 
towers and caftles, at proper diflances, that it was deemed 
impregnable. It had two harbours at a fmall diftance 
from each other, being feparated only by the ifland, viz. 
the great harbour, and the fmall one, called otherwifc 
' Laccus;both were furrounded with (lately edifices*^. 
The great harbour was above five thoufand paces in cir- 
cumference, and the entrance of it five hundred paces 
wide, being formed, on one fide, by a point of the idand 
Ortygia, and, on the other, by the little ifland and cape 
Plemmyrium, which was defended by a fort of the fame 
name. 

Above Acr?dina was a third port, called the harbour of 
Trogilus. The river Anapls ran about a mile and a half 
diftance from the city, and emptied itfelf into the great 
harbour. Near the mouth of the river, and about five 
hundred paces from the city, ftood a cattle, called Olym- 
pia, from the temple of Jupiter Olympius, which was the 
chief ornament of the place. Thucydides, in his defcrip- 
tion of the city, mentions only thefe three divifions, viz. 
the Ifland, Acradina, and Tyche : whence it is plain, that 
Neapolis was added after his time ^ Syracufe underwent 

^ 8 FazelJ. d^ ftfbus SicqJ. * Thucvd. lib, vi, ICic A&. 

vi; m Vcrr. k tdem ibick * Thucyd. lib. vi. 
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i^vefal revolutions, before it was taken by the Romans; 
but was always one of the mod wealthy and powerful 
cities of thofe times : for Gelon, who had made himfelf 
matter of JSyracufe in the year of Rome 260, and the 
other tyrants, his fucceflbrs, were become eoualiy formid- 
able to the Creeks, Africans, and Afiatics. Dionyfius, the 
vounger^ who governed this city, kept in conftant pay a 
hundred thoufand foot, and ten thoufand horfe, befides a 
fleet of four hutxdred fail. It is ftill a very confidcrablc 
place, and well peopled, Iftiving two harbours, and a great 
many fine buildings. 

Camarina was formerly one of the moft wealthy cities Camarma» 
of Sicily. It ftood between the rivers Oanus and Hip- 
paris, now the Frafcolari and Camarana, near the coaft. 
Nothing now remains of this great city but fome ruins, 
and the name of Camarina, which the natives give to a 
tower, and a neighbouring marfli. Camarina was founded 
in the forty-fifth Olympiad, deftroyed by the Syracufans 
in the fifty-feventh, and rebuilt between the eighty-fecond 
and eighty fifth Olympiad. After many revolutions, it 
was brought under fubjeftion by the Romans, in the firft 
Punic war. This is the firft city of note on the fouthern 
coaft of Sicily, which lies oppofite to Africa, and extends 
from cape Pachynum to Irilybaeum ". 

Next to Camarina ftood Gela, a city once of great note, Gila» 
and faid, by Thucydides ", to have been founded by one 
Antiphemus, who had made a defcent on the ifland, af- 
fifted in -the enterprize by a body of two hundiipd Rho- 
dtans, from the city of Lyndus. Thefe gave the name of 
Lyndus, their native city, to their new habitation. Some 
years after, a body of Cretans, under the condudt of one 
Kntimus, landing in this part of the ifland, joined the 
Rhodians, and, together with them, peopled the city. In 
procefs of time, the name of Lyndus was changed for 
that of the river Gela, called at prefent Fiumc di Terra 
Nova, which watered the neighbouring territory •. Thii 
city is commonly thought to have ftood at the mouth of the 
Gela, where Terra Nova now ftands ; but fome place it 
in tht neighbourhood of the prefent Alicate p. 

Agrigentum, or Agragas, was once a city of great Agri§m^ 
note, and no lefs famous for its buildings than Syracufc <««. 
hfelf. It is faid, by Thucydides, to have been founded 
by the inhabitants of Gela, under the conduct of the 

tt Strabo. lib. vi. p. 1^7. nThucyd. ibid. ^PJifl. 
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duumviri Arifto and Pidillusi about the fifth Qlyiftpisc^^ 
It ftood between the rivers Agragas and Hypfa, of which 
the former is now called Flume di Gergenti, and Fiume 
di Sail Biaggio ; the latter Fiume Drago. Among other 
remarkabk buildings in it, there wefe three temples^ 

Beatly celebrated among the ancients \ viz. the temple of 
merva, tb^ . temple of Jupiter Olympius, and that of 
Jupiter Atabyr]s> fo called fron^ a mountain in the ifland 
of Rhodes, where that god was* worfliipped. Diodorus 
Siculus tells ii8> that the citadel called Omphace, which 
ftood at a little diftance from the mouth of the Agragas, was 
much more ancient than the city itfelf ^. The temple of 
Jupiter Olympius was one of the moft magnificent in Si« 
cily. It was, according to Diodorus, three hundred and 
forty feet in length, threefcore in breadth, and in beight 
a hundred and twenty. This writer highly extols the 
beauty and fize of the columns, which fupported the 
building, the admirable ftru£lure of the porticoes, and the 
exquifite tafte, with which the bas-reliefs and paintings* 
were performed ; and adds, that the laft hand was^ neves 
put to that ftately edifice. 

Heraclea Minoa, fo called, according to Diodorus, be- 
caufe built by Minos, king of Crete,, flood on the banks 
of the Halycus, now ihe Platani^ not far from the place 
which the natives call Caftel Bianco. Some writers tell 
us, that this city was built before the Cretans arrived ia 
Sicily, and was called Macara ; which name was, by the 
Cretans which feized on the place, changed into that of 
Minoa, in honour of their king Minos. Diodorus is not 
very confiftent with himfelf in the account he gives of it; 
for, in one .place, he tells us, that it was built by Minos;, 
and in another, that it was founded by the Cretans, after 
tbeir king's death. The Cretans were driven out by the 
Selinuntii 5 and thefe, in their turn, by a colony of Lace- 
dsemonUnp, under the command of one of the Heraelidae^ 
from whom it borrowed the name Heraclea. There arc 
ftill extant fome medals, with the name of this city,, and 
the figure of Hercules, from whom the leader of the La- 
cedaemonians pretended to be defcended. 
SetHmi Selinus was formerly a place of great note, and is 

.' x^nked by the ancients among the chief crties of Sicily. 
' Ptolemy places it between the river Mazara and the pro- 
mojitory Lilybseum; but herein he differs from all the 
ancient hifloxians and geographers, who fpeak of it as^ 
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ftanding bctwce;i the Mazara and the Hypfa. Strabo 
tells us % It was built by the inhabitants of Megara in 
Sicily, under the command of one Pammilus, about a 
hundred years after the foundation of their own city. 
Thucydides feeras to allude to their origin, when he calls 
them Selinuntians of Megara '. Diogenes Laertius teJIs 
ns, that near Selinus was a marfli, which, with its pefti* 
lential vapours, infefted the whole neighbourhood; to 
prevent which evil, Empedocles turned the dreams of the 
two rivers Selinus and Hypfa into the marfti, and by that 
means carried off the ftagnating waters. The fame au- 
thor adds, that the citizens, in gratitude for fo great a 
benefit, ordered divine honours to be paid Empedocles» 
and facrifices to be offered to joEfculapius. The city bor- 
rowed its name from the river Selinus, and the river from 
the great quantity of fmallage, called in Greek felinon, 
-which grew on its banks. The river Selinus is fuppofed 
to be the prefent Maditmi, and the city the place now 
called by the natives Terra delle Pulci '. Thefe are the 
moft noted cities on the fouthern coaft, which faces 
Africa. On that which lies oppofite Italy, and is called 
by Ptolemy the weftern, but ought to be rather termed 
the northern coaft, were the following cities. 

Lilybseum, which gave name to the cape, was, accord- 1*'^^* 
injg to Tully ", one of the ftrongeft and moft confiderable 
cAties of Sicily. There is nothing now remaining of it, 
but the ruins of fome aquedufts and temples, though it 
was ftanding in Strabo's time. The city of Marfala, or 
A4[arfella, whence the cape is now called Capo di Mar- 
fella, is fuppofed to have been built out of , its ruins. Li- 
lybxum had a port, which was a fafe retreat for fliips 
ceen in Julius Caefar's time *. The Romans indeed at- 
temptjpd feveral times to ftop It up in their wars with Car- 
thage ; but their attempts proved unfuccefsful, the heaps 
of ftones which they threw into it being too weak to re- 
fift the violence of the feas and the ftorms. The Car- 
thaginians, as Diodocus informs us ^, laid the foundations 
of Lilybaeum, after they had been driven from Motya by 
Dionyfius the tyrant ; and, according ,to the fame writer, 
Motya was taken by the tyrant the fourth year of the 
ninety-fifth Olympiad. But Diodorus herein contradicts 
bimfelf, as he has but too often the misfortune to do -, for 

/ 

» Strabo, lib. vi. p- 174* • Thucyd, lib. yii. * Farell. 

vbi fapra. « Cic. ASt» ▼• in Verr. ^ ^irtius de Bell. 

Afric* y Diod. Sic. lib. xxii. 

Y3 he 
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he tells us dfc where, that it was befieged by the Cartha* 
ginians in the eighty-firft Olympiad, that is, about fifty- 
two years before. The fepulchre of the Gbyl of Cumae 
was formerly to be feen near this city *. Diodorus fpeaks 
of a well near Lilybxum, whereof the waters infpired 
all thofe who drank them with a prophetic eirthufiafm; 
whence the inhabitants paid a particular worihip to 
Apollo. 
Dipranum* Drepanum, now Trapani, anciently a famous inart| 
with a fafe harbour, was fo called from the Greek word 
drepanos, fignifying zfcythe^ fuch being the {liape of the 
fliore on which it ftood. It was inclofed with (Irong 
walls, and fortified by Hamilcar, Hannibal's father, who 
kept it a confiderable tinie, and made it the feat oi war 
againft the Romans, till, by, an order from Carthage, he 
. concluded a peace with Lutatius. Near Depranum was 
the little ifland of Columbaria,' which the inhabitants now 
call La Columbara. In Drepanum ciied AncbifeSj if Vir^^ 
gil is to be credited *. 
Bryx, Eryx ftood on the top of a hill, bearing the fame 

name, at a fmall diftance from the fea» and the place 
now called Trepano del Monte. The city borrowed its 
name from the mountain, and the mountain^ as is fap- 
pofed, fi om Eryjc, the fon of Venus, who is faid to have 
been killed there by Hercules. 
^iiffia* Segefta, called by the Greek writers Egefta, and fomc* 

times Acefta, ftood at a fmall diftance from Mount Eryx, 
and, according to an ancient tradition, was built by 
i^neas, when he was by a ftorm driven on the coaft of 
Sicily. Some writers add, that Egeftus, or, as Virgil calk 
him, Aceftes, was left in poffeffion of the city, by the 
founder, on his fetting fail for Italy ; and that from bim 
it was called Egefta, till it became fubjeft to the Romans, 
who, out of fuperftition, changed the name of Egefta 
into that of Segefta. Others fay, that it was built by 
Egeftus, before ^neas came into Italy \ and fome are of 
opinion, that it was founded by one Elymus, a Trojan, 
whence the inhabitants of this difljrifl were called Elymi^ 
Their territory was watered by the Scamander and the 
Simois, two names given ihefc rivers by the Trojans, in 
xnemory of thofe in their native country 5 the former is 

< Solin. cap. 11. Ifidor. de Origin, lib. viii.cap. %. • Virg. 

^ncid. lib. iii vcr. 707. ^ Strabo, lib. vii. ex ApoUodoro, 

U CJc. Aft, vi. in Vcrr. 

oow 
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How II Fiume dl San Bartolomeo, and the latter a rivulet, 
^tliout name (K). 

Panormus, fiow Palermo, and the capital of Sicily, wa$ Panormus. 
built by the Phoenicians, fome time before the arrival of 
any Greeks in the iffland ^. Its territory was watered by 
the Orethus, and the Leutherus 5 the former is now call- 
ed Amiraglio, and the latter Baiaria. In the neighbour- 
hood of this city flood anciently a ftrorig fortrcfs, called 
£r£ta ; which name was common to it with the hill, 
which the natives call Monte Pelegrino. 

Himera was built by the inhabitants of Zancle or Mef- Hlmira. 
fina, and utterly ruined by the Carthaginians'*. It was af- 
terwards rebuilt, and called by the Romans Thermae Hi- 
merae, from the hot baths in its neighbourhood. Tully 
fpeak^ of this city as one of the moft confiderable in Sici- 
ly •. Himera was the birth-place of the famous poet Ste- 
{ichorus. The city borrowed its name from the river Hime- 
ra, now Fiume di Termini, which waflied its walls (L). 
In the reign of Auguflus it was made a Roman colony, as 
appears from fome medals ^ 

Alsefa, or Halafa, was a very ancient city of Sicily, and AUfa. 
jlood, as Fazellus conjeftures, near the place where the 
city of Caronia ftands at prefent, on the river Alaefus, or 
Fiumi di Cafonia. Near Alaefa was a fountain, which, as ' 
Solinus would make us believe, ufed, at the found of a 
flute, to bubble up fo that it could not be kept within the 
bafon ^. 

c Tliucyd. lib. vi, ^ Diod. lib. xiii. cap. 67. * Cic« 

ABt, ii. in Verr. ^ Fazell. de Reb. Sic. s Solinus, cap. 11. 



. (K) This city was taken by 
Agathocles, tyrant of Syracufe, 
by whofe cruel command all 
the inhabitants were put to the 
fword, and even the ancient 
name of the place changed into 
that of DicaepoKs, which it did 
not long retain. Tully tcUa 
us, that it was ruined by the 
CarthaginianB before the reign 
of Agathocles. If, therefore, 
Diodorus's account be true, it 
muft have been rebuilt. Ac- 
cording to Strabo's defcription 
of it, it flood near the place 
where the town of Barbara was 
built many ages after, at a 



fmall diflance from Caftel a 
Mare. 

(L) There were two rivers 
in Sicily bearing this name, one 
running northward; and this 
is the river which gave the 
name to the city; the other 
runs fouthward, and falls into 
the African fea. The former id 
now called Fiume di Termini, 
and the latter II Salfi, or Salfo ; 
which name algrees with what 
the ancients fay of it, viz. that 
its waters had a fait taile, which 
they contraded by flowing 
through fait mines. 
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Agathyraat which Strabo ^ calls Agathyrfum, and An* 
toninus's Itinerary Agatinum, was, according to Diodo« 
ruSy founded in the time of the Trojan war. Some think 
that it ftood near the place now called San Marco, at 4 
fmall dlftance from the promontory, which the Sicilians 
call Capo 4' Orlando. 

Thcle are the chief cities we find mentioned by the an-? 
cient geographers on the coaft of Sicily. Among the in- 
land cities,, the following are the moft remarkable. 
'4druMU9u Adranum, now Aderno, at the foot of Mount ^tna, 
near a river formerly bearing the fame name as it does at 
prefent, being called Fiume d'Ademo. This city was 
Duilt, according to Diodorus ^ by Dionyfius the elder, 
and famous for the temple of Adranus, the tutelary god 
of the Siculi. Thither the inhabitants of the ifland, and 
foreigners, flocked, at dated times of the year, to make 
their offerings, and implore the protection of the deity of 
the place, ^lian tells us, that a tboufand large maiiiffs 
were conftantly kept here \ and that they were endowed 
with a particular inftin£l, which led them to fawn upon 
fuch as brought prefents to the temple, and to condud 
drunken perfons home in the night, while they fell fur 
rioufly on thieves, and tore them in pieces ^. Ccntu- 
yipc, formerly one of the richeft cities in Sicily, is ;iow 
but a fmall village, called by the natives Centorbe. It 
flood, according to Strabo ', at the foot of Mount ^tpa^ 
not far from the river Symaethus, now La Jarefta. 

Enna flood on an eminence in the middle of Sicily, as 
Strabo " informs us \ whence it was called, according to 
Dipdorus ", the navel of Sicily, It was one of the firong- 
efl places in the ifland,* and remarkable for its beautiful 
plains, fruitful foil, and the many lakes and fprings which 
watered its territory. The waters of this place being 
highly commended by the ancients for their limpidity and 
wholefomenefs. We are told by Diodorus % that Ceres 
was born in this diflrfft ; and that fhe firft taught the in- 
habitants of Enna the art of agriculture. Diodorus adds, 
that the rape of Proferpine by Pluto happened near Enna, 
while the young goddefs was gathering flowers in a neigh- 
bouring meadow. This opinion obtained among the En- 
nxans, who fhewed a large cavern, which opened of it- 
fclf, as they believed, to make the god a way to his in^ 

^ Strabo, lib. vi. cap, 1S4. i Diod. Sic. lib. xiy. pip. jL 

5 -^li^n. lib. iii. < Strabo, lib. vi. p. 1S5. » Id«m 

ibid. » piodorps Sicu)us, lib. V. pap. «. ^ Idem 

Ibid. . ^ 
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fernal kingdom : hence the worfhip which the Sicilians 
paid thefe two divinities ; the magnificent temple which 
Gelo ere£ted to Ceres in this city ; and the folemn fefti-* 
val, which the Syracuflans annually celebrated near the 
fountain Cyane, fuppofed to have fprung up when the , 

earth opened under Pluto's feet. The temple of Ceres 
was reforted to from all parts of Italy, Greece) and Afia^ 
and was deemed one of the richeft in Sicily. The ancient 
city of Enna is fuppofed to have flood where Caftro Janni 
now (lands. 

Engyum, orEnguyum^ ftood near Mount Maurus, which Engfum^ 
the inhabitants call Mandonia^ near the fprings of Alxfus. 
Cicero ' fpeaks of Engyum as one of the moll confiderable 
cities of Sicily. It was founded by the Cretans, and 
famous for a temple dedicated to Ceres, in which, it was 
conftantly affirmed, certain goddefles, called the Mothers, 
appeared from time to time. This temple was, according 
to Plutarch, built by the Cretans, and dedicated to the 
goddefles ftyled the Mothers (M). That writer adds, that 
in the temple were Ipdged javelins and brazen helmets, 
lyhich bad been confecrated to the goddefles of the place 
ty Meriones and UlyflTes. 

j9£tna, now Mount Gibel, or, in one word, Mongibello, Mmnima$% 
IS the higheft in Sicily, and famous for its frequent and Mtntu 
dreadful eruptions, which have often deflroyed the coun- 
try to a great diftance. It is faid to be eight miles in height, 
and feventeen in circumference. The lower parts arc 
yery fruitful, the middle (haded with woods, and the top 
covered with fnow great part of the year, notwith (land- 
ing the flames and hot cmders it frequently throws up. . 
The (ire, which is continually burning in the bowels of 
this mountain, made the poets place here the forges of 
the Cyclops, under the dire£lion of Vulcan, and the prifon 
of the giants who rebelled againft Jupiter. Thefe fic- 
tions th^ vulgar foon took for truths, and looked on Mount 
£tna as the re(idence of Vulcan, and the feat of his 
empire. Upon this fuppo(ition they ere£led a temple to 
hixn on tlie hiUi in which was kept, as JElian informs us % 
a perpetual fire, as iii the temple of Veda, this element 
being a fymbol of Vulcan. Next to lEtnz in heieht and 
f onipafsi is MoUQt ^ryX| which we have fpbken of above* 

« t 

f Cic. Ad, lii. in Verr. 4 iElian. lib. xi. de Animal. 

(M) The pagans gave the defies of the (irft rank, namely, 
^me of Mothen tp the god* to Cybele, Juno, and Vefla. 

The 
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Riviru The principal rivers were the Tcrius, now La Tavetta ; 

the Himera, rifing on Mount Modenia, and falling into 
the African fca, and is now called Salfo, for the reafons 
we have hinted above ; the Halycus, called by the prefent 
inhabitants, H Platani, it rifes at a little diftancc fiom the 
fmall town of Halce, anciently Hiilyciae, and difcharges 
itfelf into the Sicilian fea, near the ruins of Hcraclca, 
about eighteen miles weft of Agrigentum ; the Anapus, 
which rifes near Buffena, waters the territory of Syracufc, 
and empties itfelf into the Sicilian fea, &c. 

No country has produced men more famed for learning 
than Sicily 5 but we need not enlarge on this fubjeft, it 
being well known, that iEfchylus, Diodorus Siculus, Em- 
pedocles, Gorgias, Euclid, Archimedes, Epicharmus, 
Theocritus, &c. were natives of this ifland. 
ni JEolu The /Eolian iflands lie off the north coaft of Sicily, in 
«« iJUmds. the Tyrrhenian or Tufcan fea. They were fo called from 
JEolus, who is fuppofed to have reigned there. They aite 
alfo known by the name of the Vulc^ian iilands, bc- 
caufe fome 01 them emitted flames like Mount i^tna, 
and Vulcan was the tutelary god of all fuch places ; for 
the fame reafon they were called by the Greeks Hephxf- 
tiadcs. Strabo, Diodorus, Mela, and Pliny, count feven 
of them, viz. Lipara, Hiera, Strongylae, Euonymos, 
Didyme, Ericufa, and Phoenicufa. Lipara, now Lipari, 
-is the beft peopled, and the largeft of the jEolian iflands, 
being eighteen miles in compafs. It is faid to have bor- 
rowed its name from Liparus the fon of Aufon, who 
reigned in this ifland ^ The foil is very fruitful, and the 
country furnifhed with great plenty of alum, fulpfaur, 
and bitumen. It has many medicinal baths, which were 
formerly much frequented ; whence it had the name of 
Thermefla. Strongyte, nou^ Strombolo, is ab'otit ten miles 
in compafs, and the foil no lefs fruitful than that of Li- 
pari ; but the whole countr^r is frequently laid Wafte by 
the flames which a mountain in the ifland throws out. 
The other iflands-are no ways confiderable, moft of them 
being uninhabited, and mere rocks. Ptolemy reckons up 
fifteen of thefe iflands ; but it is evident he includes in 
that number feveral other little iflands, which are too 
far diftant from the iEolian iflands to be comprehended 
under that denomination. They are diftant about forty 
^ miles from the north coaft of Sicily, and fifty from the 

ntareft pait of the Farther Calabria. 

' Diod. Sic. lib> v. cap. 8. 

The 



^he Hifiory of Skify. 331 

Tke Iflands called ungates or ^gades. He north of Cape; ne iflandt 
Lilybaeum, and are three in number, viz, Phorbantia, or -Agates. 
Buccina, as Pliny calls it, -ffigufa, orCapraria, and Hiera, 
which is alfo called Maritlma. The firft is now called. 
Levenzo, the fecond Favignana, and the thiid Maretano, q-^^ i„f^. 

The Cyclopes and Lseftrigoncs were, according to Juftin, biumts. 
Pliny, Selinus, and Thucydides, the firft inhabitants of *TheCyck* 
Sicily. They are faid.to have fettled in the territory of P'^ ^^^ 
Leontium, and the countries in the neighbourhood of ^^'"'-f*' 
Mount ^tna ; but of their origin we know nothing, ex- 
cept what we are told by the poets. That there were for- 
merly Cyclopes, or giantSi fome moderns have endeavour* 
ed to prove from the remains of fome dead bodies of a 
gigantic fize, which have been found in feveral parts of 
this iiland, 

^rhe moft ancient inlMibitants after the Cyclopes, were th^ TAiSiauit 
Sicani, who, as Diodorus informs us % called themfelves 
the original inhabitants of the iiland. But Thucydides \ ' • 

Dionyfius Halicarnafienfis ", Philiftus as quoted by Diou 
<lorus ^, Solious ', and the poet Silius ^, tells us, that they 
came from a country in Spain, watered by the river Si- 
canus, which Servius *, upon very weak €onje£iure$y 
takes to be the Segro. Diodorus is of opinion, that the 
Sicani were the original inhabitants of Sicily, and fap- 
ports bis aflertion with the authority of .Timaeus, who 
wrote the hiftory of Sicily from the earlieft ages. Ac- 
cording to that ancient writer, the Sicanians at firft po£» 
fefled the whole iQand, and applied themfelves to culti- 
vate and improve the ground in the neighbourhood of 
Mount iEtna, the moft fruitful part* of the ifland : they^ 
built feveral fmall towns and villages on the hills^ to fecure 
themfelves againft thieves and robbers, and were governed 
not by one common prince, but each city and diftri£t by 
its own king. Thus they continued to live till ^tna be- 
gan to throw out flames, and lay wafte the whole country; 
then they abandoned their ancient habitations, and retired 
to the weftem^ parts of the ifland, which they ftill in- 
habited in the time of Thucydides \ Some Trojans, af- 
ter the deftrufiion of their city, landed in Sicily, fettled 
among the Sicani, built the cities of Eryx and Egefta^ 
and becapae one people with them, taking the general 
name of Elymi, or Elymaei. They were afterwards joined 

' Didor. Sic, lib. v. cap. »• * Thucyd. lib. vi. • Dion. 

Halic. lib. i. ^ Diodor. Sic. obi fupra, ' SoHnut, cap. io. 
J SU. Ital. lib. xi¥. « ^rv. in \\\^ im. iEneid. » Diod. 

(e Tbucyd. ubi fupra* 

ty 
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by fome Phocenfep, who fettled here on their return from, 
the fiege of Troy, 

The people properly called Siculi, or Sicilians, came 
over into Sicily, after the Sicani had for many ages en- 
joyed an undifturbcd pofTeffion of the whole ifland. They 
were, according to Hellenicus of Lefbos, the ancient in* 
habitants of Aufonia, properly fo called ; but being driven 
from thence by the Opici, they took refuge in Sicily, and 
fettled in that part of the ifland, which the Sicani had for- 
faken. . Not contented with the narrow bounds which the 
Sicani allowed them, they began to encroach upon their 
neighbours ; a bloody battle enfued, in which the Sicani 
were utterly defeated, and confined to a corner of the 
ifland. The Siculi, now mafters of the greater part of the 
country, changed the ancient name of Sicania into that 
of Sicily *>. 

About three hundred years after the arrival of the Siculi, 
the ifland began to be known to the Greeks. Of thefc 
the firft that went thither were the Chalcidians of Euboea, 
under the condudi of Thucles, who built Naxus, and a 
famous altar of Apollo, which, as Thucydides relatesy 
was ftill {landing in his time without the city ^. Next 
year, which was, according to Dionyfius Halicamaf- 
fenfis**, the third of the fcventeenth Olympiad, Archias 
the Corinthian, one of the Heraclidx, laid the founda^ 
tions of Syracufe. Seven years after, a new colony of 
Chalcidians founded Leontini and Catana, after having 
driven out the Siculi, who inhabited that trafl:. About 
the fame time Lamis, with a colony from Megara, a city 
of Achaia, fettled on the river Pantacius at a place called 
Trotilum, where his adventurers lived fome time in com- 
mon with the Chalcidians of Leontini ; but, being driven 
from thence by the Leontines, he built the city of Thap- 
fus, where he died. Upon his death, the colony left 
Thapfus ; and, under the conduft of Hyblon, king of the 
Siculi, founded Megara Hyblaea, where theyrefided two 
hundred and forty-five years, till they weroidriven out by 
Gelon, tyrant of Syracufe. During their abode at Mc- 
gara, they fent one Pamilus from Megara in Achaia, tlicir 
original city, to build Selinus. This city was founded 
about a hundred years after the foundation of Megara. 
Antiphemus and Entirhus, the former a Rhodian, the 
other a Cretan, led each a colony of his countrymen, a^d 



>> Thucyd. wbi fupra. Dion. Halic. lib. i. 
wbi fupra. * Dion. Halicar. lib. ii. 
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jointly built the city of Gela» on a river of the fame name^ 
eftabhihing in their new fettlenient the Doric cuftoms, 
about forty-five years after the founding of Syracufe. 
The inhabitants of Gela founded Agrigentum an hundred 
and eight years after their arrival in Sicily, and introduced 
the fame cuftoms there. A few years after Zancle was 
built by the pirates of Cumae in Italy, but chiefly peopled 
by the Chalcidians, Samians, and lonians, who chofe ra-* 
ther to feek new fettlements than live under the Perfian 
yoke. Some time after Anaxales, tyrant of Rhegium, 
expelled the ancient proprietors; and,, dividing their 
lands among his followers, called the city Meflana, or, 
Meflene, which was the name of his native city in Pe- 
loponnefus. The city of Himera was founded by the 
Zancleans under the direction of Eucleides, Simus, and 
Sacon ; but peopled by the Chalcidians, and fome Syra-« 
cufan exiles, who had been expelled by the contrary 
fa£lion. 

The Syracufans built Acrae, Chafmenae, and Cama- 
rina ; the firft feventy years, the fecond ninety, and the 
third one hundred and thirty-five after the foundation of 
their own city • (N). Strabo reckons, among the ancient 

« Thucyd. lib. vi. 

(N) He takes no notice of ture, in the centre of the coun- * 
a colony from Crete, which, try, built there the city of £n- 
if Diodorus is to be credited, giuin. After the deflrudion 
fettled in Sicily long before the of Troy, Merion, with other 
Greeks got any footing in that Cretans, being caft away on 
ifland. According to this the coafts of Sicily, were kind- 
writer, Minos, king of Crete, ly entertained by their coun- 
having invaded Sicily in pur- trymen there, and admitted to 
fuit of Daedalus, was there (hare all the privileges of their 
treacheroufly put to death by city. Their power being thus 
Cocalus, king of the Sicani, increafed with their numbers. 
The Cretans, who had attend- they began to make frequent 
ed him in this expedition, hav- inroads into the neighbouring 
ing loft their leader, and like- territories, andconfiderablyex- 
wife their fiiips, which were tended their confines. In pro- 
all burnt by Cocalus, refolved cefs of time they became one 
to liklle in the ifland, and build of the moft wealthy colonies 
a city J which they did ac- of Sicily, and built a moli 
cordingly^ calling it from the magnificent temple in honour * 
name of their king Minoa. of the Curetes or Corybantes, 
Some time after, the inhabi- called in Crete the Mother 
tantBof Minoa, pofleifingthem- Goddefles ( i ) • 
fclves of a place flrong by na- 

(i) Diod. Sic. lib. Vi cap. 13* 

inhabitants 
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inhabitants of Sicily, the Morgctes, who, being' drJv<« 

9Ut of Italy by the Ocnotrians, fettled in that part of the 

ifland, where the ancient city of Morgantium flood'. 

TTie Campani, who aflumed the name of Mamertini, 

that IS, invincibk warrhrs, and the Carthaginians, fetdcd 

▼ery early in Sicily, ought likewife to be reckoned among 

Ac ancient inhabitants of the ifland ; but of thefe we 

fhall have occafion to fpeak in the fequel of this hiftory. 

rhi ht/fory As the authors, who have written the hiftory of Sidly 

rfthi Si' from the earlieft times, and to whom Diodorus and Thu- 

fM»iand cydides refer us for a particular account of what they 

^'^' only hint at, have not, to the irreparable lofs of the 

learned world, reached our times, we cannot pretend to 

give any fatisfa&ory or connected hiftory of thofc nations 

that inhabited the ifland before the arrival of the 

Greeks (O). Of the Lxftrigones and Cyclopes we know 

nothing 

f Strab. lib. vi. p. t86. 

(O) The authors who wrote 90th Olympiad, and wrote tbe 

the hiftory of Sicily from the hiftory of Sicily in nine books, 

earlieft ages, are Timaiis, Phi- -which began with the reign of 

liftus, Antiochus of Syracufe, Cocalus, and ended with the 

Hipys, and Theopompus. Ti- ftate of Sicily in the reign of 

iriaeus was contemporary with Darius Nothus, king. of Perfia. 

Plato, wrote the hiftory of Paufanias mention^jchis author 

Sicily, and is often quoted in thefe words ; " Antiochus, 

and followed by Diodorus Si- fon of Xenophanes, a Syracu- 

culus. Philiftus flouriflied un- fan, fays in his hiftory of Si- 

der the two Dionyfiufes, and cily," &c. He is alfo quoted 

wrote a complete hiftory of Si- by Dionyfiiis HalicarnalTenfis, 

clly from the earlieft ages to who tells us, that be extracted 

his time. He was a native of his hiftory from ancient and 

Naucracls, but paffed great authentic n^onuments. Strabo, 

part of his life at Syracufe, Hefychius, and Feftus, feem 

where he affifted Dionyfius in to pay a great deference to the 

the eftablifliing his authority, authority of this writer. Hipys 

He married the niece of Diony- flouriijied either in the reign of 

fius, unknown to him; and Darius, or that of Xerxes; 

was on that account baniftied and was the firft who wrote the 

Sicily. He is often quoted by hiftory of Sicily, which hiiory 

Jbfephus, and feems to have was afterwards abridged by one 

een an accurate writer (i), Myes. He is frequently' quot- 

Antiochus pf Syracufe is quot- ed by Plutarch, Suidas, the 

cd by Dionyfius Halicarnaflen- fcholiaft on Aratus, and others, 

fis, as an author of great ere* Theppompus, a native of the 

dit; he flouriflied about the ifle of Chios, flouriflied in the 

(1) Vid. Pint, in Dio. Diod, Sic. lib. xvi. 

reigns 
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nothing hut wrhat we read in tire poets. We (hall only 
fay, that feme writers have, not without good grounds, 
imagined ths^t the Laeftrigones and Sicani were the fame 

Eeople B. As to the Sicani^ they had at firft as many 
ings as cities ; but were in time brought under fubjec- 
;tion to one common prince. Of all their kings we find 
two only mentioned in hiftory ; viz. Cocalus and Tc^it^ 
tus : all we know of the latter is, that in his time the S)» 
cani, being at variance among themfelves, were fubdued 
by Phalarls, tyrant of Agrigentum, and Teutus himfelf 
taken by treachery in Veffa, his capital *•. Cocalus reign- 
ed long before him, and was, according to Diodorus^ 
contemporary with Minos, king of Crete, who being 
highly mcenfed againft -Daedalus for helping his queen 
Pafiphae to fatisfy her unnatural luft, equipped a powerful 
fleet, and purfued him into Sicily, where Cocalus then 
reigned. Upon his arrival he fent meflengers to Cocalus, 
requiring him to deliver up Daedalus. The Sicanian 
fliewed himfelf difpofed to comply with his requeft, en- 
tertained him very fplendidly, and invited him to his pa- 
lace, where he caufed him to be privately ftifled in a 
hot bath The Cretans, who had attended him into Si- 
cily, raifed a (lately monument to their deceafed king, 
whofe bones were many ages after dug up in laying the 
foundations of Agrigentum, and fent into Crete by There, 
fovereign of that diftrift *. In the time of the Pelopon-* 
nefian war, the Sicani (ided with theLacedsemonians, and 
afterwards X witli Dionyfius^ tyrant of Syracufe, againft 
the Carthaginians ; but were at laft entirely fubdued by 

c Vid. Keineccu Hift^ Jul. vol. ii. p. 381. ^ Polysen. lib. v. 

i Diod« lib. iy. cap. 13. Paufan. lib. vii. Eufeb. in Chron. 

reigns of Artaxerxes Ochus, ther of Altxander, in three 

of Perfia, and Philip, the fa- books ; in "one of which he 

thcrof Alexander of Macedon. gave an account of the affairs 

He was the difcipje of Ifocra- of Sicily, from the beginning 

tC8, and, in the opinion of of the reign of Dionyuus the 

Dionyfius Halicarnafleniis, far elder, to the expulflon of Dio- 

excelled his mafler. Athenaeus nyfius the younger (2). As 

cites and commends him as a the works of thefe authors have 

lover of truth, and one who not reached us, we are defti- 

ipared no pains in the fcarch tute of proper materials refpe6t^ 

of it. Belides many other ex- ing fome of the moft material 

cellent performances, he wrote pomts in the hifbry of Sicily. 
the hiftory of Philip, the fa- 

(2) Diod. Sic. lib* xvi. 

the 
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Ibe latter^ and held in fubje£lIon till the Romans, in the 
firft Punic war, refcued them from that bondage K 
' The Siculi were, in like manner, firft fubjedl to many, 
and afterwards to one common prince. iEolus, accord- 
ing to Diodorus and Juftin', was their firft king, and 
fuccceded by Butes, as Butes was by Eryx. But the moft 
renowned among their princes was Ducetius, who go- 
verned the, Siculi with great wifdom, built the city of 
Palicon (P), and removed that of Neas, the place of his 
' birth, from the hills to the champain country". He en- 
gaged in a war with the Syracufans, by whom he was 
routed, and, furrendering himfelf to them, was fct at 
liberty, upon condition that he fhould leave Sicily, and 
lead a private life at Corinth. The Syracufans, having 
thus got rid of a powerful rival, reduced the whole coun- 
try of the Siculi, except the city of Trinacria alone, 
which refufed to admit the Syracufans within the walls. 
This city was at that time the metropolis of the Siculi, 
and its inhabitants were accounted the beft warriors of 
the whole nation. The Syracufans, therefore, having 
drawn together all their troops, marched againft the Tri- 
ttacrians, who met them at fome diftance from their city, 
and offered battle. Both armies engaged with the utmoft 
fury, and the viftory was long doubtful ; but at laft the 
Trinacrians were Overpowered with numbers ; and, think- 
ing it beneath them either to beg quarter, or to fly, were 
all to a man killed on the fpot ; fuch of them as were 



k Diod. lib. xiii. & xvi. 
lib. xt. 

(P) The city was fo called 
froni a neighbouring temple, 
dedicated to the gods Palici, 
who were fuppofed to be two 
twin-brothers, and Tons of Ju* 
piter by the nymph Thalia. 
The temple was very famous 
for the wonders that were re- 
lated of it ; but far more for 
the facrednefs of the oaths that 
were taken there, the viplation 
of which vvas faid to be always 
attended with fudden and ex- 
emplary puniihment. This 
facred place was a fecure afy- 
lum for all perfons, who were 
oppreiTed by a fuperior pbwer ; 



Juftin. lib. iv. 



» Diod. 



and efpecially for Haves, who 
were unjuftly abufed, or too 
cruelly treated, by their roaf- 
ters. They continued faie in 
the temple till they had made 
their peace by the luterpofitioa 
of mediators, chofen by both 
parties ; and there was not -a 
(ingle inflance of a ma^er^s 
having forfeited the promife 
he had made to pardob hi» 
flavesj fo greatly revered were 
the gods who preiided in the 
temple, for the fevere ven^^ 
geance they were believed so 
take on thofe who violated 
their oaths. 

wounded^ 
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mounded, preferring death to captivity, difpatched them- 
felves. The Syracufans, having obtained fo complete a 
viftory over a people never before fubdued, levelled the 
city with the ground, fold all the women and children 
for (laves, and fent the fpoils, by way of thankfgiving, to 
the temple of Apollo at Delphi ^. 

Thus were the Siculi reduced by the Syracufans ; but 
they did not long continue fubjed: to them ; for in the 
Avar, which not long after broke out between the Syracu- 
faris and Athenians, under the condudk of Niciaj, we 
find the former foliciting the Siculi to join them againft 
a foreign enemy, and to efpoufe the caufe of Syracufe as 
their own. But the Siculi were fo far from complying 
with their requeft, that they fent powerful fuccours to the 
Athenians, and cut in pieces a body of Spartans that 
were marching to the relief of Syracufe. In the war, 
-w^hlch was foon after kindled between Carthage and Sy- 
racufe, they affifted the Carthaginians with an army of 
twenty thoufand men. But in the war which Dionyfius 
the elder made upon the Carthaginians, with a defign to 
drive them out of the ifland, they affifted the Syracufans 
to the utmoft of their power. The Carthaginians pre- 
vailed in this war ; and the Siculi, notwith {landing th« 
afliftance they had given Dionyfius, were by him aban- 
doned, and giveti up to the Carthaginians ; whofe yoke 
they bore till the time of Timoleon the Corinthian, who 
reftorcd moft of the cities belonging to the Siculi to the 
full enjoyment of their ancient liberties. We fhall now 
proceed to the hiftory of the Greek colonies in Sicily, 
beginning with that of Syracufe, the moft powerful ftate 
and eminent city in the whole ifland. 

SECT. II. 

The Hijiory of Syracufe. 

"1TI7HAT kind of government firft prevailed in the city 
^^ of Syracufe, is not well known. We find one Polis 
mentioned by Athenaeus «, and iElian p, as reigning there 
in the earlieft times ; whence fome have concluded, that 
the city was firft governed by kings. It is certain that 
monarchical government, if firft introduced, was not of ' 

long continuance^ being foon changed into a democracy^ 

n Diod. lib. xii. « Athen. lib. iii« cap. a8, P ^lian» 

Var* Hift. lib.xii. cap. 31. . 

Vol. VL Z ^ 
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as IS manifeft fiom Ariftotle % Diodarus Siculus % atrf 
Juilin •. But as the hiftory of that republic iis, for the 
fpace of .two hundred years, very obfcure and uncertain, 
for want of records, we fhali begin with the reign of 
Gelon, in whofe time Syiacufe fir ft made a very confiderable 
figure, and thenceforward furniftied many great and me- 
morable events for the fpace of above two hundred years. 
During all that time it exhibits a. perpetual alternative of 
flavery under tyrants, and liberty under a popular govern- 
ment, till it was at length reduced by the Romaus, and 
made part of their empire. 
Yr. of FK Gcloil was born in the city of Gela, whence he pro- 
. ^^^c\ bably took his name. He fignalized himfelf in the wars, 
48 1. ' which Hippocrates, tyrant of Gela, carried on againft the 
_«.«. neighbouring ttates, moft of which he reduced, and was 
Gtlon. very near making himfelf mafter of Syracufc, after having 

defeated the Syracufans in a battle fought on the banks 
of the Helorus : however, he obliged them to deliver up 
to Hippocrates the city of Camarina, which they had ever 
pofTefled to that time. After the death of Hippocrates, 
Gelon, under pretence of defending the rights of the ty- 
rant's children, his wards, took up arms againft bis own 
citizens ; and, having overcome them in a battle, feized 
Seizes on on the fovereignty for himfelf. After this- fuccefs, he 
the fovi' undertook to reitore fome Syracufans, who bad been ex- 
Tpgnty of pellet the city by the contrary faftion : with thefe exiles 
he marched from Cafmene ta Syracufe, where he was re- 
ceived by the populace with loud acclamations, and put 
futin pof' in poffeflion of the city. Being now mafter of fo wealthy 
f^ion of ^ place, he gave the government of Gela to his brother 
^ ' Hiero, and bent all his thoughts on the beautifying of 
Syracufe, anxl extending the limits of that ftate. His 
firft care was to people it ; and therefore, having deftroyed 
the city of Camarina, -he transferred the inhabitants to 
Syracufe. He had, foon after, fome difputes with the 
Megareans, who were fupported by all the Eubcaeans that 
inhabited Sicily. But their forces united were not able to 
cope with Gelon, who drove them out of the field, took 
and rafed their towns, and tranfplanted the moft wealthy 
among the inhabitants to his favourite city, allowing them 
to enjoy the fame rights and privileges as the natives. 
The common people, though they had no part in pro- 
- moting the war againft him, he fold for flaves, obliging 

q Ariftot. lib. v. Polit. cap. 4. «• Diod. Sic. lib. xx* 

• Juftin. lib. xxii. 

thofe 
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ll)ofe who purchafed them, ta tranfport them out of Si- 
cily, faying, that it was more eafy to govern a thoufand 
men of fubftance, than one who had nothing to lofe ^ 
By thefe means the power of Syracufe rofe in a (hort Becomes 
time to a very great height 5 and the friendlhip of Gelon powerful^ 
%vas courted, not only by the neighbouring dates, but by ^dis 
thofe of Greece, namely of Athens and Lacedaemoji, ^^J'^'^'^h 
•who jointly fent ambafladors into Sicily, inviting him to j^Jl^f^g ' 
enter into an alliance with tlhem againft Xerxes, king of and other 
Perfia, who was ready to invade Greece with a formidable flaui. 
army. 

Gelon had been, before this time, engaged in a war 
-with the Carthaginians, and, on that occafion, had im- 
plored* in vain the afli (lance of the Athenians and Lacedse- 
monians ; for he upbraided the ambafladors with the con- 
tempt Athens and Lacedaemon had Ihewn him, when he 
folicited fuccours from them againft the Carthaginians. 
However, he declared, at the fame time, that he was fo i/fon what 
far from retaliating fuch ungenerous treatment, that, on terms he 
the contrary, he was ready to fupply them with two hun- ^^'? 
dredgallles, twenty thoufand men completely armed, two q;J^* 
thoufand horfe, two thoufand bowmen, two thoufand againfi thi 
flingers, two thoufand light-horfe, and, befides, to fur- Perfians. 
nifh the whole Greek army with corn during all the time 
of the war, upon condition they would appoint him com- 
mander in chief of all their forces. This propofal was His offer 
rejefted, by the ambafladors, with indignation, whp told rejected. 
him, that if be was willing to fuccour Greece under the 
condu£): of the Athenians and Lacedxmonians, they wovil^- 
WiMingly enter into a confederacy with him againft the 
common enemy ; but if he difdained to obey their orders, 
they would not accept of his afliftance. Gelon replied, 
with a great deal of temper, that he could not help think- 
ing he had a better claim to the fupreme command than 
cither the Lacedaemonians or Athenians, fince he had i 
greater number both of fea and land-forces ; but, however, 
he would abate fomething of his firft pretenfions, bp fatif- 
fied with the command either of the fleet or the army, an4 
allow them to choofe which of the two they liked beiPf. 
The ambafliadors, notwithftanding the ftraits their re- 
fj>c6live countries were in, would not hearken to his pro- 
pofals : whereupon they were commanded by Gelon tp 
leave his dominions ". 

t Herodot. lib. vii. cap. 153, 154. "Herodot il>)(]| Piod. 

Sic lib. xi. Ariftot lib. viii. Polit. cap. 12. x • 

Z a In 
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Hit poU€f In the mean time Gelon, being inforhfied that Xerxes 
'lif ** *^ ^^^ croffed the Hellefpont, and apprehending that the 
€afio9* Greeks would not be able to refift fo formidable a power, 
difpatched to Delphi one Cadmus, a perfon whom he 
could confide in, whh rich prefents, enjoining him to wait 
the event of a battle ; and, in cafe Xerxes fhould con- 
quer, to prefent him with the treafure, and pay him^hom- 
age in his name ; buti if the Greeks fhould get the better 
of the Barbarian, to bring back the prefents to Sicily ^. 
Gelon, it feems, was, at this time, quite ignorant of the 
alliance which Xerxes had concluded with the Carthagi- 
nians before he undertook his expedition into Greece. By 
that treaty it was agreed, that while the Perfians invaded 
Greece, the Carthaginians fhould attack thofe wJio were 
of the Greek name in Sicily and Italy, that they might be 
diverted from aiCfling one another. Purfuant to this 
agreement the Carthaginians made great preparadons^ 
with a view to recover the places which they had formerly 
pofTefied in Sicily ( Q^ ). Thefe preparations are faid to 
have been continued for three years ; during which time 
Hamilcar, the fon of Hanno, who was charged with the 
management of it, not only raifed what forces he could 
in Africa, but alfo, with the money fent him by Xerxes, 
hired a great number of mercenaries in Spain, Gaul, and 

w Herodot. ibid» 

( QJ Itisnotexaftlyknown longed to the Carthaginians, 

at what time the Carthaginians fhould be received there in the 

firft carried their arms into Si- fame manner as the Carthagi. 

cily ; all we are certain of nians themfelves(i). Hence 

38, that they were poflefled of , it is manifcft, that theCartha- 

fome part of it as early as the ginians were already matters of 

firfl year after the expulfion of Sardinia and part of Sicily. 

king Tarquin from Rome ; for This treaty was concluded a- 

in the time of the firft confuls, bout twenty -eight years before 

Brutus and Valerius, the Ro- Xerxes invaded Greece ; but 

mans and Carthaginians enter- at the time of that expedi- 

ed into a treaty, chiefly in re- tion, the Carthaginians had 

lation to navigation and com* no footing in Sicily, having 

merce; whereby it was ex- been driven out by Gelon, 

preffly flipulated, among other as appears from that prince's 

things, that the Romans, who fpeech to the Athenian and 

Ihould touch at Sardinia, or Spartan ambaiTadors, related at 

that part of Sicily which be- length by Herodotus (2). 

(1) Polyb. lib iii. cap. 21, aj, a^. (j) Herodot. ubi fupnL 

Polyb. lib. iii. cap. aa. 

luly; 
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Italy ; fo that his army amounted to three hundred thou- 
fand men, and his fleet to two thoufand {hips of war, with 
three • thoufand tranfports. With this formidable arma- Hamikar 
ment Hamilcar failed from Carthage ; and, landing with- lands in 
' out oppofition at Panormus, laid fiege to Himerai a ma- ^'"^» ^*' 
ritime city in that neighbourhood. Theron, tyrant of ^^^''* 
Agrigentum, whofe daughter Gelon had married, was 
then in pofleffion of Himera, having driven from thence 
Terillus, to whom that city of right belonged. The 
tyrant, feeing his city on a fudden invefted with fo nu- 
merous an army, difpatched meflenger after meflengcr to 
his fon-in-law, imploring a fpecdy fuccour. Gelon, upon Ctlon* ■ 
the firft notice he had of the danger Theron was in, marches to 
aflembled an army of fifty thoufand foot and iiv€ thoufand '^' relief of 
horfe, and marched, with all ^oflible expedition, to his ^^^P^^i 
relief. Hamilcar, on his fitting down before Himera, 
'luirhich was a town of great ftrength, had caufed two. large 
camps to be well fortified ; in one of which he lodged his 
land army ; and his (hips, which he had caufed to be 
drawn ainore, in the other, placing there ail his marines 
for their defence. Gelon, on his arrival at Himera, in- 
tercepted a courier carrying letters from the inhabrtants 
of Selinns, confederates of the Carthaginians, to Hamil- 
car, whereby he underftood, that Hamilcar was to offer 
the next morning, in the camp of the marines, a folemn 
iacrifice to Neptune ; and that he had appointed the Seli- 
Buntine cavalry to join him that day in the fame camp. ' 
Gelon, taking advantage of this intelligence, fele£led an 
equal number of his own horfe, ordering them to advance 
to the enemy's camp, about the time agreed on, as if they 
^xrere the Selinuntines. His orders were put in execution, 
and the body of cavalry admitted, without the leaft fufei- 
cion, into the camp. Hamilcar was then bufy in facrinc- 
ing, and the greater part of the foldiery attending him 
without arms. The Syracufans, therefore, without the audife/eaUt 
leaft opofition, advancing to Hamilcar, killed him, pur- the Car* 
fuant to their general's orders, cut in pieces moft of his ^^«g»«««' 
marines, and fetfirc to the fliips. In this ' critical xon- XUi^AftrT 
juncture Gelon, who had notice of the fuccefs by a fignal 

fiven him from the top of a neighbouring hill, drew out , 
is army and attacked the other camp. The Carthagi- 
ginians, at firft, made a gallant refiftancev but when 
news arrived of their general's death, and, at the fame 
time, feeing all their fleet in a blaze, they betook them- 
felves to a precipitate flight, and then the flaughtcr was 
dreadful. We are told, that no fewer than a hundred 

Z 3 and 
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tnd fifty thottfand were killed in the purfuit ; the reft rc» 
tiftd to an eminence, where they made head againft the 
enemy \ but, being furrounded on all fides, without any 
hopes of relief, they were obliged, for want of provifions, 
to furrcnder at discretion ; fo that of this mighty army, 
the greateft that had ever been raifed in thofe weftern parts^ 
not a man made his efcdpe *. Hefqdotus tells us, that 
this battle was fought the fame day as that of Salamis^ 
but Diodorus Siculus afierts the Carthaginians to hare 
been defeated the fame day that Leonid^s was killed a| 
Thermopylje. 

After the battle GeJoil amply rewarded all thofe who 
had fignalized themfelves in the dftion, efpecially the 
body of horfc, to whom, he was chiefly indebted for the 
viftory. It appears, from Pindar's Ode to Hiero, as 
well as fr6m a quotation of the hiilorian Ephorus, and 
an expreffion of Paufanias, that Gelon, about the fame 
time, obtained a great viflfcory over the Carthaginians by 
fea, in which the fons of Dinomenes greatly fignalized 
themfeives ; a circumftance the more furprifing, as no 
mention is made of this a£lion by Diodorus. The greateft 
part of the fpoils, which were of an immenfe value, h^ 
offered to the gods, adorning with them the temples rf 
Syracufe and Himera. The captives he fliared >xr]th his 
allies, who employed thiem in public works ; and fo many 
were takeh, that all Africa, as our author fays, feemcd 
to have been tranfplanted into Sicily. Some of the pri- 
vate citizens of Agrigentum, who had diftinguiihed them- 
felves above the reft, had five hundred each. They were 
ill put in irons, and fet apart for the public fcrvice ; and 
on this occafion it was, that the Agrigentines built their 
faihous teiiiple, and made thofe conduits, which were fo 
much admired by the ancients, and called Pheaces, from 
. ene Pheax, who was the overfeer of the work f. 

Of the two thoufand fliips of war, and three thoufand 
tranfports, of which the Carthaginian fleet confifted, 
eight fhij)s only, which happened to be out at fea when 
the camp of the marines was taken, made their efcape, 
and failed for Carthage ; but, before they reached that 
place, they were all caft away, a few men onjy being 
faved in a fmall boat. Thefe, arriving at Carthage, broo^t 
an account of the entire defeat of their army, and the lofs 
of their fleet. The grief, conftemation, and defpair 

,.. ' ?^/.^^^« »*^'*<^- «P- «5S— »S*« <5 I>iod. Sic. ubi fupra. y JWod 

Sic^ibid,. . 
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^rhich fuch ah unexpeftfed difafter occaConed in the city, Carthage 
13 n^ to be expreflcd. As the Carthaginians^ in all great ^»^'«^ 
reveffes of fortuhe, ever loft their courage, and funk into ^fi^„^^^^' 
deipair^ they looked upon themfelves as utterly ruined, 
expeftingevery moment to fee the viftoriousf army land at 
Carthage. In this conffernation they immediately difpatch- 
cd dtnbafladors into Sicily, enjoining them to make peace 
with Gelon upon any t^rnis. The ambaffadbfs, landing at 
Syracufe, threw themfelves .at the conqueror's feet, and, 
"^th rhariy tears, "begged him to receive their fcity into fa- 
vour, and '' grant them a peace upon what conditions he 
fhould thihk fit to prefcribe. Gelon heard them with Peace con- 
great'fcumamtyj and,- *T)eing touched with compaffion, cludiA^ani 
gtahtfe'*tfiem a peace upoii the following conditions, viz. J^,^^ 
thaf thfe'^fhould pjay tw6 thoufand talents of filver to de- 
IVayUiie/ixpenccs theyiiad put'him* to; build two tem- 
pl^si'^here tlie articfey^bfthe treaty fliould be lodged, 
^tid kejit' is faCred ; an^, for the future,^ abftain from 
r>ffei*teg hiiman facrifieesV l^is laft artitJi fliews the hu- 
iWaiiity pf Gcltm'^ djlpofi^tioti; and, iride^d, no prince 
ISv^Fgaife ^ore ififEances t)F, good-nature .than he, after 
litf atith6rity was imde '^ftahliflied. 'Som.e a£ts of feverity, 
Mrbfch W is- faid to hav^ praftifed before Ije was firmly 
teamed* 6n the thi^one, 'arV;' generally afcribed ifo his coun- 
leltpfsi who prompted'lffintt) them, againftthe natural 
befi< of his humane tcmJ)eV* The Carthagimans did not .^ 

think' this "i deai* purchafc of a peace, which was abfo- V 
luti^Ijr neceflfary for their affairs, and which they hardly 
dEnrft hope fori They (hewed their gratitude to Dema- 
rata', Gelon*s wife, yrho had been chiefly inftrumcntal in 
pr<5curing them fo favourable a peace, by fending her a 
crown, which was valued at a hundred talents of gold. 
Tlwseroyrn Gelon converrted into money, ^n^ coined pieces 
^llfed, 'from his wife's name, Demaretia, each of them 
beteg worth ten Attic draclimas *. 

Gelon, after the cbnclufion of the peace, having no- Refolvest$ 
.thnijg to fear from Africa, refolved to embatk his troops ; ^^ I^'^ 
and, pafEng over into Greece, join his countrymen there ^^/L^/^J 
againft the Perfian?. For, upon mature deliberation, he Perfiann 
refolved rather to ferve urider the Lacedaemonians and 
Athenian^, than fuflTer. the Barbarians to infult over the 
C^reek name. But, while all things were in jeadinefs for 
this eltpedition,a.mcirengerfrom Corinth* brought him the 
joyfi|l news of the viftory, which the Greeks had gained 

. 7 , » Diod. Sic. ibid. '' ' . , 
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at Salamis ; and, at the fame time, acquainted hkn» tbat 
Xerxes, with a great part of his army, had left £urope« 
Hereupon he difbanded his forces, after having commend-' 
ed his foldiers and officers for the forwardnefs they had 
fliewn to aiTifl their countrymen in Greece, and given 
' each of them fome token of his favour. He ccrmmanded 
the allies to return to their refpediive homes, and the mer- 
cenaries he qiiart^red in places at a great diftance from hi« 
metropolis. 

Having now no troops within .or nesp* the city, he funv- 
moned a gen.eral afTemoIy of the inhabitants of Syraciife, 
commanding them to come armed, as if they were to efl« 
Ku great counter an enemy. When they were met, he repaired to 
fOHiiifcM* ^he affembly without arms or guards^^ and there gave an 
A*^' ' account of his whole conduft, {hewing to what ufeg b^ 
had applied the feveral fums, .with.\f)iicb Jie had beea 
entrufted, and in M^hat manner^^e tiad employed hisau-» 
thoiity ; adding, that he had.peve^r.any thii>g in view but 
• the public Ycr^arej but, however^, if he had, through- ig- 
norance, done any tiling a£ai£s,^.ti)ey ^ere at: liberty to 
inflift what punimment they, jthojaght fit, finc^ tbey,wer« 
all well armed, and he w.i^ho^t^fo^s or guards t;o fcreen 
"himfelf from .^heir veageanpe. . The affembly, ftr^ck with 
fo unexpedled a fpeech, ai^d itllLmore with die uoufual 
<:onfidence he repofecl in them^.^iiiwered with JqucI 'acela« 
inations, balUng, him. their gre9,t benefaftor, their deli« 
ne people verer, their kipg. This laft, title Geion had ever declined, 
^touketZ fty^^"g himfelf .only praetor of Syracufe ; but the Syracu&ns 
/*■/// of i^.^^igcd him, before he left -the aflembly, to accept it, 
king. aiid unanimoufly invefted him vwiih.the fuprj^me authority*. 

?rheir gratitude, Aid not flop hpre ; a decree was pafied,fetv 
tling the crown, after his death, on his two brothers, Hiexo 
Afiatue and Thrafybulus. And becaufe he had, hy coming witbocft 
w^^</ %n aJ-^^jg Qj. guards into the affembly, put his life ioto' their 
hts honour. \^^^^^ ^^ affembly command?;d ^ ftati^e to be ^re<Sted, 
-^ ..:. . . reprefenting him fimply in the habit, of a citizen^ hoping 
. . V. to tranfmit the memory of fo rewritable an a^ibn to the 
■^ lateftpofterlty^(R). . :;. ^^^ 
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(R) This ftatufe met after- berty", thought it advifeable tq 

wards with a very lingular fate, fell all. the ftatues" of the princes 

About a hundred and thirty who had governed till that 

years after it had been fct up, time, in order to erafe the Icaft 

Timoleon, having reftored the footfteps of tyranny, and at 

Syr^cufans tp their ancient li- the iame time to reliere the 

wapts 
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The Syracufans had no caufe to repent their having en- Stuifies tkt 
trufted him with the fovereign power 5 for he employed happuuft 
thefhort time he reigned in the truly royal care of mak- ^f^^^t^' 
ing his people happy. He was the firft man, as our au- ^ ' 
thoerjobferres^, who became more virtuous by being raifed 
to the throne. Before his power was eftablifhed) he was^ 
contrary to his natural difpofition, obliged to ufe feverity; 
hut wiien the fupreme authority was, by the common con- 
ientof the citizens^ put into his hands, he made it his 
only ftudy to oblige all^ and ferve the public to the utmoft 
elF bis power, without any regard to his private eafe or ad-< 
vaoliage. The firft thing- he did after his acceffion to the 
throne, was to beftowon ten thoufand foreigners^ who 
bad fenred under hiii, all the rights and privileges of the 
Syradufan citizens.. This ftcp he took with a view to 
peopk.hiscapital».to:£mcreafe thepower ofthe ftate, and 
rewax^ the^fetvice&'of fo many brave men, who had ex- 
pofe4 theirrSives foir th6<defence of the city Z^. He was, as 

jPlutarch inform Si cistVP3^^^cui^^^y-f^ii<^^^^ ^^^ l^^s honefty, 
tmtb^.aad&ncerityipdFol' he is faid never to^have wilfully 
wrbagfsd'the.n^eaneii'Xif-his fubjeds, amd never to have 
pi'oixkifed'a thing which >he did not perform^ 

^ iDne of the chief objects of his srtt4intio» was the en- Encours^Hi 
couraging agriculture, which he took great pains to make agricul' 
hisr:fitbfe£|s loolc tipon^'fts an honourable employment, ^f^** 
Ho/ioimated the hu)(bandinen by his prefence, and took 
fldight in employing his fpare hours in Working with them 
ixb 4ihe ^elds. His defign was not, fays Plutarch ^, merelf 
tbjrendec the country xich and fruitful, but to inure his 
fttkfeSts to; toih) aiid by»tbofejmeahs ipreferve them from 
a tdiouiand diibrdlsrs, which inevitably attend a foft and 
indolent lite. He was a profeiTed enexny to Ixucury, pomp^ Enemj^ t9 
dndiiiftetttation ; and ufcd his utinoft endeavours to baniih P^^P ^^^ 
frofi^ hisdominions all fuch callings as had a natural ten-* ^^^Jf* 
dency to debauch the manners^ and enervate the courage 

ofbi^'fubjefks. .. r ^ '.. .'.j 

f ■ • ■ ' 

.-••• I !«• 'Ill* 

,. cpiod. Siq. ubi fupra. ' ^ Idem ibid« . , ,. ,« Plut. in Apophth* 
rpiut.ibid. . • 
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want9 of the people* But firft flatueofGeloh Excepted, which 

he brought them to a trial, as found an eloquent advocate in 

fo many criminals hearing the die iincere gratitude the cid- 

depo^t^onsandwitn^fesAgainft aaens ftiU^retained for fo bene* 

them. They were all con- ficent a prince (x). 
^mned with one voice, the 

(x) iBiian« lib; xiii* cap. 37« ' 

JEvcr 
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rke Syru-- Ever fiqce the defeat of the CarAiaginians the fereral 

fufuns cities of Sicily enjoyed a profound peace ; fuch as hard 

happy »«- joined the enemy were, upon their firft ap})lication9 gene- 

4erhim* jQufiy pardoned by the conqueror, and fuJFcfed to enjoy 

their ancient liberties* The Syracu&ns, above all otberSi 

were happy under the aufpicious government of fo good 

and benebcent a prince. Their refmUic indeed was 

changed into a. monarchy ; but the laws, and not the. mo* 

narch, bore - the Whole fway. Their propcrtks were as 

fafe, their liberties as extenfive> as' when they were rhcif 

oWn maAersi and tbdir city in. « niore fiouriihing coskK* 

tion than ever. Their .king affnmodrtndip^rt of the U^ly 

office^ but the^ toils and cares of it^ anil the fatisfa^Hon of 

procuring happtnefs to his peopU^* He was beard td fay, 

that the Syracufans^ in placing tha crown upon his bead, 

toold hatre no otherview than to engage Jtimj by fb ^gt»ai 

a fayt^ur, to defend t^e ftate, to pteierveximiet^'to (ROted 

innocence and juftioeli ind 10 exhibit by his'thnpley nM»« 

deft) frugal, and regular Itfd^ a pattefn of aU civil wtiii^ 

to his fubje(^. rThis deiiglibejakifveoedr above anf.prbioa 

thiEit jever badriVfear]f£d^- fceptre befinre 'him ; •htsi-M^oie iifc 

being taken up* kr promoting -the 'WOT&ip of 'the gods, 

. ^^ the ofefewaneei o£>ithe laws, and tbe'wolfiirt o£^bis 

tuueC'tsv *, jiir 1 ..^ • • .• » < »^i 1. . . ,,» .'^, -^i" z 

.vSttt his reigii^WBs fliort,: h^yren'^qHiy^liaiiDg'fliewn to 

the<workl, tbat'bkofa^ whtb in af ^er^agesi wdre td- be ^ced 

HTf^t Others^ ffliight/im iGeloil have « •^enfoft* pattern of 'a& 

His death t)I)^. virtues tbat'tlreiatcoMQBgtheviiq^lftitioiii Hediri 

mndfune- ^f a <iropfyy inrlh^tfaiud^ or thd faegidiitng of ' the icnonib 

yttOf of biitroignl^^iapciidvegvief'of Aii ftd)jeds for the>3ofi 

^ their x:oninton;>.fallii83!9 . and beft <fri0nd) as'^ey .fMt>.te*> 

> 4v.\ur. deferredly. %ied vfa90tt)!AVia«iet}us^ ta •ihe:-!^ 

they had always' borfe'jhittK. fl^en) dn .-.has death^hed-^be 
gave ian inftaxide dfrfaisrjrefpefk-fisv Hie^bws: tbe^SynKO* 
iaifts had .ena^bed: ond ^a^^mft^ the* estraivaganr ponip cif 
funerals ; and Gelon, willing to confirm with his exam<^ 
pie what the people had approved, begged his brother 
H?ifrb, who '^^to fucteed hitti*; to takb tare that this Uw 
Bfhvtd by was ftridlly obferved in his funeral. The whole city ac- 
kisfutjeas. pprwpanied tjif; .>g4y.qf t^beir.telQ^tld .king to the, place 
Tirtbere it was to b(^ ifkter*ed> though- it was above tw^emy 
Riikrs ddftant from .Syracufi?. Th^.pedpie, in gratitude 
and ii3e6bion ;for^ib« eiceeltenr a^ipdtifto^ 6re<d;ed, ih die 
place wherehe-wtebtfried) a ma]^fti(ic*ent mau{bleum, fur- 
rounded with nine lowers of a^ftirpti-fiilg height, and cx- 
quifite ftrufture, and ^d^crce4cJliPPft';illlRfer honours, which 

wer^ 
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Urere then paid to the demi*gods, or heroes. The Cartha- 
ginians afterwards demolifhed the maufoleum, and Aga- 
thocles the towers ; but, fays our hiftorian, neither vio- 
lence, envy, nor time, which deftroys all other things, 
could efface the glory of his name, or aboiifli the memory 
of his exalted virtues and noble adlions, which love and 
gratitude had engraved in the hearts of his fubjecSts K 

After Gelon's death, the fcepire continued near twelve y^^ ^f pj^ 
years in his family. He was fucceeded by Hiero his eldeft 1877. 
brother, who is commended by fome* of the ancients ^ as Ante Chr. 
an excellent prince ; and by others reprcfented as a co- ^7'* 
yetous, headftrong, and cruel tyrant *. He was extremely „. 
jealous of his brother Polyzelus, whofe great intereft and 
credit among the citizens made him fufpeft, that he de- 
iigned to drive him from the throne. He therefore em* 
ployed only foreigners and mercenaries about him, fuf- 
fering no Syracufan to enter his palace. To get rid of 
Polyzelus, he refolved to put him at the head of a great 
army, which he was going to fend to the afftftance of the 
Sybarites agaijift the Crotoniates, hoping he might lofc 
bis life in that expedition. Bat Polyielus, being ^pprifei 
pi his defign, refufed the command 5 a refufal which fo ' ' ^ 

exasperated the tyrant, that he would have caufed him to 
be put to death, had he not by a timely flight faved him-* 
felf in the territories of Therbn, king of Agrigentuni, who 
iiad married* his daughter. Hiera demanded him ; but 
Theron could not by an^ threats Be prevailed on to de- 
liver tip his father-in-law, who had taken fanftuary in his 
dominions l^i ' • 

This difputfe gave rife to a'^^r, which lafted many War hi- 
years, between the kings of -Syiracufe and Agfigentum, twenthe 
and was at laft ended in the following manner : the in- *'«iffJ«/^ 
habitants of Himera being grievoufly opprefled by their ^J^rigen^ 
governor Thrafideus, the fon of Theron, ind not daring f^m, 
to complain to his father, fent ambafladors to Hicrb, ofFer- 
ing to deliver up to him their city, and join him agaihft 
his rival Therota. But Hiero, detefting their ti*eachery, - - 

difcovered the whole plot to Theron, who, out of grati- 
tude, offered to conclude a peace oipon terms that were 
highly advantageous to Hiero. The conditions were ac- f^e kings 
cordingly agreed to by the contfending parties, and the T'^**^^^'^^* 
two kings reconciled* On this occaiGon Therpn, inter* 
pofingbis good offices in behalf of Polyzelus, prevailed 

r Diod. Sic. lib. H.u h MWzn. Var. HiR. lib. ax. cap. u 

t Died. Sic. ubi fupra. fc Idem ibid. • < ' 

upon 
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upon Hiero to receive him again into favour. To make 
the reconciliation between the two kings more lading, 
they cemented it with a new alliance, Hiero marrying 
Theron's filler ; after which event, there was, during 
Theron's reign, a perfeft harmony between the dates of 
Syracufe and Agrigentum *. 
Bxptlsthi Hiero, having thus concluded a peace with the king of 
^cJutma Agrigentum, turned his arms againft the inhabitants of 
muiNiucMJ* Catana and Naxus, whom he drove from their country, 
and hi their room fettled a colony of Syracufans and Pe- 
loponnefians* This meafure he pucfued with a view to 
be honoured after his death as the founder of thofe cities ; 
for all cities paid their founders fuch honours as were 
beftowed on heroes. The Cataneans and Naxians he 
tranfplanted to the city of Leontini, incorporating them 
with the ancient inhabitants. The fame year he <d>tained 
a.fignal vi£lory over the Hetrufcans of Tyrrhenia, who 
infeiled the neighbouring coafts, funk moft of their (hips» 
Engaged in burnt others, and cleared the feas of thofe pirates "*. He 
***'^'''.^ found himfelf foon after engaged in a war with the Agri- 
tke Agrt- g^^tines, under the conduct of Thrafideus, who had fuc- 
limtitus % ceeded his father Theron, but was very unlike that good 
and generous prince ; for he no fooner gfcended jthe 
throne, than he began to opprefs his fubje£ts in a mod 
tyrannical manner. Hieroy from the xefyt€i he bore to 
his father's memory, advifed him to vS^ his fubjeds with 
mor^ humanity, leii they.ihould confpire againft him^ 
and .drive him from the tbjrone. This wholfoxne s^vice 
fo provoked Thrafideus, who was of a violent temperj^ 
that he entered the Syracufan territories, laid wafle the 
country, and even threatened the metropolis with a Gege» 
having ui?der his ftanjdard above twenty thoufand men. 
Hiero, feeing himfelf ipfulted at the very gates of his me-» 
tropolls^ railed an eqiial\number of forces,, and march* 
ed againft the aggrefibr. Thrafideus did not decline 
the ti?gagement> which was very blopdy^ moft of the 
wkm hi troops on both fides being kille^ on the fyoU But the 
fkfitds- Syracuians had the advantage j and Thrafideus abdi- 
cating, the government, .fled to the city of JMegara, where 
he l^id violent hands pn himfelf. Upon his abdication^ 
the Agrigentines recovered their liberty, and entered into 
an alliance, with Hiero^**., 

Thjs prince,, a littlejicfore his death, invited into Sicily 
the fons of Anaxilas, formerly tyrant of Rhegium, and a 

1 Bifid. Siei ubi fupra* . , Idem ibid. n idem ibid. Scbol. in 

Pindar. 

. , friend 
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friend of bis brother Gelon. He advifed tbefm, as tbey 
were come to ytars of maturity, to take the fovereiga 
power into their own hands, and call Micythus to an ac- 
count, who had been left their guardian. Hiero, who 
iiad contrafted a bad ftate of health, was very defirpus to 
fee the children of his brother's friend in poffeflion of their 
dominions, before he left the world. The two young 
men, loaded with rich prefents, fet out from the court of 
Syracufe ; and, arriving at Rhegium, commanded Micy- 
thus to give an account of his adminiftration ; which he 
did in the prefence of their friends and relations, no per- 
fon finding any thing to obje£k to him, but, on the con- 
trary, all admiring and extolling hh prudence, his in- 
tegrity, and juftice ; for it appeared, that no man h^d 
«ver difchaged a truft with more honefty and difinterefted- 
ficfs The young princes, repenting the fteps they had 
taken, cameftly preffed him to refume the government, 
promifing to refpeft him as if he were their father, and 
pay him a filial obedience till the hour of his death. But 
]VI icy thus could not be prevailed upon to accept their offer, 
and was equally preffing with them to take the reins of 
the government into their own hands ; which they no ' 
fooner confented to, than Micythus took his leave of them, 
and embarked for Greece, his native country, being at- 
t'Cnded to the fhore by the whole city, in the utmoft grief 
for fo great a lofs. He afterwards led a private life at 
Tegsea in Arcadia, where he was no lefs efteemed and 
loved than he had been at Rhegium ®. Soon after, Hie- 
ro died at Catana, which city he had repeopled, and was 
there buried in great pomp and magnificence. Diodorus 
tells lis in one place, that he reigned only eleven years ; 
and, in another, that he reigned twelve years and eight 
months p. Ariftotle contends, that he fwayed the fceptrc 
only ttn years ^. It is certain from Pindar, that he died 
in the feventy-eigth Olympiad ; if in the third of that 
Olympiad, he reigned eleven years, and fomewhat morej 

There is a ftrange difagreement among authors with re- 
lation tp Hiero's charafter. Diodorus tells us, that he 
was of a covetous, cruel, and tyrannical temper, and an 
utter ftranger to the candor and fincerity of his brother 
Gelon ; that he attempted to make away with his brother 
Polyzelus ; and that he oppreffed his fubjefts to fuch a 
degree, that they would have depofed him, had they not 

* IXod. Sic. ibid. P Diod. Sic. ibid, k lib. xil. q At if- 

tot, lib. v. Polit. c;^. 14* 

been 
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hetn reftrairied by the remembrance of Gelon's generolity, 
and general kindnefs to all his fubjefis '. On the other 
handy ^lian ' commends him as a juft, generous, and 
good-natured prince ; and adds, that the moil needy were 
not more ready to crave than he was to give ; that bis 
generofity knew no bounds ; that he was a great admirer 
of learning, and a bountiful encourager of the learned ; 
that he was a prince of great candour and fincerity ; and 
that he lived in perfcft harmony with his brothers, with- 
out ever entertaining any fort of jealoufy againft them. 
He fell into a lingering illnefs, during which his only de- 
light W9s to converfe with men of learning, whom he in- 
vited to his court from all parts » amply rewarding them 
for the relief their entertaining conveHation 2ff6rded him. 
Among thefe were Simonides, Pindar, jSfchyius, Bac- 
(chylides, and Epicharmus, who were not only excellent 
poets, but alfo poflefTed of a great fund of learning, and 
confulted as the fages of their time. Simonides, in partU 
cul^r, had a great afcendant over the king's mind \ and 
the only ufe he made of it was to infpire him with fenti- 
ments worthy of a prince. He frequently converfed with 
him on philofophical fubje£ls; and in one of thefe con- 
verfations it was that Hiero, as we read in Tully *, alked 
him his opinion of the nature and attributes of the Deity; 
to which Simonides anfwercd, that he muil have one day 
to confider of it ; the next day he afked two, and went on 
increafing in the fame proportion : when Hiero preflcd 
him to give the reafon of thefe delays, he confefled, that 
the fubjed was above his comprehenfion ; and that, the 
more he dived into it, the more obfcure it appeared to 
him (S). It is well known, that Pindar in his odes be- 
ftows the higheft encomiums on Hiero, not only for the 
victory he won in the Olympic games, but alfo for his 
eminent virtues,' calling him a prince in whom centred 
all the great and truly princely qualities. It is certain, 
that his court was a place of refort for all men of wit and 

r Di6d. Sic. lib. xi. 8 iElian. Var. Hift. lib. ix. cap. i, 

t Cic. de Nat. Dtor. 

(S) Several of the fayings of ufed often to fay, That a king's 

' Hiero, related by Plutarch and palace and ears ought to be al- 

Athenseus (i), (bew, that he ways open to every nian who 

Ijrofited greatly by the inftruc- would fpeak trutb without dif. 

tions of Simonides, Among guife. 
Others, they tell us, that he 

(i) Athen. lib. vi. cap. 4* 

learning*, 
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Icardngi 9nd that h^ inviteil them to it by his, affahilkjf^ 
co^rtecHis tr^eajtiDienti and much more by his liberality. 

Hiero was fuccecdi^d by his b^rother Thrafybulus, a fai- Vr. of FI. 
vage and blooijly fyrant* He praftifed all forts of cruehy 1889, 
.oa hi§ fubjjedis^ preitcndingtha't he had been fet over them ^"*^ ^^^* 
only that h« mig^t with fa&ty trample them undec his ^^^V 
feet. Ail tbofe^ ,vfbo gave him the leafk difguft, w&rt rhrajybw^ 
murdered,; the moft wealtliy, upon frivoloMS pretences, lus. 
/either put tQ <i^^4 or condemned to perpetual bani^^ 
•znent. Such inhuman* proceedings £3on grew infuppart«- Governs 
,abk to the SyracMfnnSf who, entering into an a&ciation^ fyranni» 
took up arn>$) and declared Thrafybjalus an enemy <to his ^^!y* 
country. The- tyrant^ feeing die whole city in arms, 
tbQ^gb he kept. always in his pay above fifteen thoufand 
mercenaries, attempted at firft to appeafc the tumult wi4:h 
fair words ; but finding that the incenfed citizens were 
not to Jje impofcd u^on, he poflcfled liiraCelf of that part 
of the city which was cailei Acradina, and of the ifland ; 
and thence madef fre<]uent faliies on his adverfaries, who 
w^ere oaafters of the quarter called Tyche. The Syraou^ 
ians fent ambafiadors to Gela, Agrigentum, Selinus, 
Himera, and othet cities, defiring them to join in the 
common caufe, and fend fpeedy fucoour>s to the relief of 
Syrgtcufe, fince on the fate of the metropolis depended 
that of the other cities. Upon t^is intimation, they all 
ran to arms; and joining the Syr9<cufans, put them in 
condition to, venture a general engagement, which was 
attended with the defired fuccefs *, for. the tyrant was de- 
feated, and clofcly beficged in Acradina, whence he fent 
deputies to capitulate with the people. The only terms u dri<tffn 
he could obtain were, that his life ihould be fpared, on out^ and a 
condition he refigned his authority, and retired out of popular go^ 
Sicily. Thefc he was obliged to comply with ; and ac J„^l'Jl^^^J^ 
cordingly, after having divefted himfelf of all power, he ^t S^ra- 
withdrew to the city of Locros in Italy, where he led a cv/i. 
private life, after a fhort reign of ten months". Upon ^ 
his refignation Syracufe, and the other cities that had 
been fabje£i to him, were declared free, and the popu- 
lar government every where rc-eftablifhed and maintained, 
till the reign of Dionyfius the tyrant, that is, for the fpace 
pf fifty-five years. 

The Syracufans, being thus reftored to their former li- 
berty, called a general afiembly, where it was unanimouf- 
ly decreed) that a ftatue fhould be eredled to Jupiter th« , 

> Died*. Sic. lib* lu. Aridot. lib. v« Polit. cap. to. 
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Deliverer^ of the fize of a coloflus ; and that, on tlie an* 
niverfary of the haj^y day on which they had regained 
their liberty, folemn games ihould be exhioited, and four 
hundred and fifty buUs facrificed by way of thankfgiving; 
to the gods, and all the people therewith entertained and 
feaited as on a day of general rejoicing ^. It was at the 
fame time decreed, that the magiftrates, according to an- 
cient cuftom, ihould be chofen from among the chief ci- 
tizens} and that none of the ftrangerS) who had been 
made denizens by Gelon, ihould be admitted to any em- 
ployment of truft. This decree incenfed the foreignerSi 
who could not brook fuch an odious diftinfHon, after thej 
had been by Gelon put upon the fame foot with the beft 
of the citizens : having therefore complained in vain of 
fuch hardihip, they at laft joined together, to the number 
of feven thoufand ; and feizing on Acradina and the 
ifland, annoyed from thence the other quarters of the 
town, refolving to obtain by force of arms what they could 
not get by any other means. They fortified themfeWes 
fo ftrongly in their pofts, that the Syracufans, though far 
fuperior to them in number, could not diflodge tbem. 
Wherefore they determined to ihut them up fo clofe on 
all fides, that no provifions could be carried in, and thus 
force them by famine either to furrender, or venture an 
engagement : the befieged chofe the latter, and were mod 
of them cut in pieces, after having niade a great ilaughter 
of the Syracufans. After the example of Syracufe, all 
the other Greek cities in Sicily entered into an alliance 
againft the mercenaries and foreigners, who had been en- 
riched with lands and houfes by Gelon, and drove them 
from their pofTei&ons, and reftored the ancient proprietors 
to their eftates, and former habitations. Thus were all 
the cities of the ifland freed from foreigners^ and reiloied 
to that form of popular government which had prevailed 
before the reign of Gelon *. 

Though the tyrants, and thofe who were fufpeded to 
be their abettors, were thus every where driven out, yet 
there lay concealed in the minds of many a fpecies of 
tyranny, which frequently difturbed the harmony of the 
public peace and tranquillity, and occafioned feveral tu- 
mults and commouons. In Syracufe one Tyndarides, 
having gained by his largeflfes a confiderable party among 
the populace, attempted to affume the fovereign power; 
but both he and his accomplices were put to death. Their 



V DIod. Sic. ibid. 



' Idem ibid. cap. ai« 

puniihment 



The Hifiofy of Syracufe: . -35^ 

J>uniflirnent did not deter others from the like attempt.; 
for no fooncr had any citizen acquired a confiderable for- 
tune, than he began to entertain thoughts of wearing a 
diadem, and, with that view, to court the favour of the 
people. To prevent, therefore, the evils daily arifing Betalifm 
from thence, and to bring down the afpiring minds of the introaucei 
^wealthy citizens, the Syracufans were forced to make a ^iP^^" 
law not unlike that of the Athenian oftracifni •, for at ''^* 
Athens every citizen was to write on a (hell the name of 
the perfon whom they conceived to be the moft likely, 
pn account of his wealth and adherents, to afpire to the 
crown 5 fo at Syracufe they vf^ere to write on a leaf the 
names of fuch as they apprehended powerful enoiigh to 
ufurp the fovereignty. When the leaves were counted,' 
lie, who had moft fuflrrages atgainft hitn, was, without 
any farther enquiry, banifibed for five years. This new- 
icontrived method of impairing the eftates, and weaken- 
ing the intereft of the over-grown citizens, was called pe- 
tahfm, from the Greek word petalon, which fignifies a 
haf. This law was attended with many evil confequcnces ; jp-i;// cim* 
for thofe, who were moft capable of governing the com- fiquimei^ 
snonwealth, were driven out, and the adminiftration of ^ttinding 
public affairs committed to the meaneft of the people ; ^'' 
nay, nlany of the chief citizens, who were able to render 
their country great fervice, fearing to fall under penalties 
of this law, withdrew from the city, and lived private in 
the country, not concerning ihemfelves with public af- 
fairs t whence all the employments being filled with 
men of no merit or experience, the republic was on the 
brink of ruin, and ready to fall into a ftate of anarchy and 
tonfufion. The law therefore of petal ifm, upon more 
mature deliberation, was repealed foon after it had beeri 
firft ena£%ed, and the feins of government were again put 
into the hands of men M^hb knew how to manage them K 

Irt the mean time Ducetius, prince of the Siculi^ who ijra^bt- 
inhabited the inland parts of the ifland, having raifed a t^^en thi 
powerful army, laid fiege to Enna, which he took by Syracvfaii^ 
ftorm, ^tii advatlc^d to Agrigentum, with a defign to f^^*^!*^ 
drive the Greeks from all the cities which had been for- * '* 
riierly poffeiTed by his cotintrymen. ' The Agrij^entines 
lirent oiit to ineei him ; but their army was defeated, 
dnd the city threatened with a fiege. 'Hereupon they had 
I'ccourfe to the Syracufans^ who fent a ftrong reinforce-, 
metit under the command of Bilco; Dacetius> wh6 wai- 
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then bcfieging Motyum, belonging to the Agrigendnes, 
k:iving part of his forces before the place^ led the reft 
againft the united troops of the Syracufans and Agrigen* 
tines, put them to flight, and, returning before Motyumi 
made himfclf matter of that city. The Sjracufan gener- 
al, upon his return, was tried for the lots of his army, 
for moft of the Syracufans were cut to pieces in the en- 
gagement J and, Deing convi£led of holding a fecret cor- 
reipondence with the enemy, was put to death, and i 
worthy citizen, whom the hiftorians do not name, inirefted 
with the command. The new general was attended with 
all the fuccefs they could wiSi, fince he entirely de- 
feated the Sic^li, reduced all their cities, and brought 
t)ucetius to fuch (traits, that he was obliged to fubmit to 
the Syracufans, and throw himfelf upon their mercy, as 
we have related above *. 

After the redudion of the Siculi, the Syracufans be- 
came fo powerful, that they gave, in fome degree, law to 
the whole ifland. The Greek cities, indeed, enjoyed a 
perfe£l liberty, but, at the fame time, acknowleged Sy- 
facufe as their metropolis. If that wealthy city had been 
contented with the refpe£l which all the Greek colonies 
in Sicily willingly paid her, as the moft able to proted 
them againft any foreign invafion, the ifland would have 
enjoyed a lafting tranquillity ; but ftie began» by degrees, 
to amime the authority of a fovereign over cities that wert 
no lefs free than herfelf, which gave rife to the wars which 
Jf^ar hi* ^c are now to relate. . She began with the Leontines ; 
itv/MT the invading, on what pretepce we know not, their territorj*, 
Syracufans fl^e laid wafte that fruitful country, and reduced the ciiy 
amdUoH* of Leontini to great ftraits. The inhabitants, not being 
. * able to make head againft the fuperior forces of the Syra- 

cufans, had tecourfe to the Athenians, from whom they 
were originally defcended ; for the Leontines came from 
Chalcis, which was an Athenian colony. On this occa- 
fion they employed one Gorgias, the moft famous orator 
of his time, and who is faid to have been the firft that 
taught the rules of rhetoric. But there needed no great 
eloquence to perfuade the Athenians to. intereft tnem- 
felves in the affairs of Sicily. Ever fince the time of 
Pericles they had meditated the conqueft of that ifland. 
Pericles, indeed, had always endeavoured to check them 
in this ambitious projeft, remonftratlng, that by living in 
peace^ and contenting themfelves with the conquells they 
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tiaci already made, without engaging in hazardous cnter- 
prizeS) they would raife their city to a flourifhing condi- 
tion. The authority he had, at that time, over the peo- 
ple, though it kept them from invading Sicily, yet could 
not fupprefs the inclination they had to conquer it. At the 
times we arc now writing of, they were mailers at fea, 
and every where fuccefsful ; they had many confederates, 
a numerous army, experienced commanders, and, in 
ready money, above ten thoufand talents. With thefe Yr. of Fl. 
advantages they did pot doubt but they (hould be able to i^%x. 
overcome the Lacedaemonians, with whom they were then ^^^^ ^^''* 
at war, and, at the lame time, reduce the ifland of Sicily. ^* * 
Thefe confiderations, and not the fpecious oratory of ^^^ ^^^^^ 
Gorgias, induced them to efpoufe the caufe of the op- nians at» 

{ireifed Leontines. Accordingly they fent, without de- Umpttht 
ayj a hundred fail of fliips well manned, under the com* ^^onquefiBf 
mand of Lachetes and Chabrias, enjoining them to make '''-^* 
a defcent on the territories of Syracufe. Thefe, arriving 
^t Rhegium, were joined by a hundred more from the 
Athenian colonies. With this reinforcement they ravaged 
the i£olian iilands, which were, at that time, in confe- , 
deracy with Syracufe, and, defeating the Myleans as they 
were marching to join the Syracufans, took their city, 
and committed great devaftations in the enemy's country. 
Encouraged with this fuccefs, the Athenians fent forty 
ihips more to reinforce their fquadron, which now con-* 
filled of two hundred and fifty fail. But, in the mean 
tinie» the Leontines, being fenfible that the Athenians 
aimed at nothing lefs than the fovereignty of the whoU 
iiland, concluded a feparate peace with the Syracufans, 
and were all made free of Syracufe. The Athenians be- 
ing, by this agreement, difappointed in their hopes oJf 
conquering Sicily, vented their rage, according to the 
cuftom of popular governments, upon thofe who had cotn* 
manded in an expedition that had not been attended with 
all the fuccefs which they expefted from it. Pythodoru3 
and Sophocles were baniflied, and Eurymadon was fen- 
tenced to pay a heavy fine. The Athenians were, at that 
time, which was the fixth year of thePeloponnefian war, fo 
infatuated by their profperity, that they believed no power 
was able to refill them *. 

About ten years after, broke out the ipoft memorable war ^^' ^' ^1- 
that had ever been waged in Sicily. It was occafioned by b^11}qu^ 
a difpute arifing between the inhabitants of Egefta and ^,5. 

» Diod. Sic. lib. xii. cap, 7, 
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SelinuSy concerning their borders. The territories of tic 
two cities were divided by a river, which the Seljnuntinca 
crofled, and pofleflfed themCelves of the lands lying next to 
it, pretending that they had formerly belonged to them. 
This provoked the Egcftrncs, who, after having endea- 
Toured in vaia to recover their property by fair means, 
took up arms> and drove out the intruders by force. The 
Selinuntines, on the other hand, unwilling to part witk 
thofe lands, though they could not make good their claim 
to them, raifed an army> entered the territories of tbe 
Egeftines in a hoftile manner, and laid wafte the whole . 
country. The Egeftines had xccourfe again to arms, but 
were entirely defeated, and forced to (helter tbemfelvcs 
within their walls. In this condition they fent ambafladoj> 
to folicit fuccours from Agrigentum, Syracufe, and even 
ftom Carthage ; but none of thefe ftates would conccra 
tbemfelvcs with their difputcs. It was therefore, at laft, 
refolved, in their general aiTembly, that ambafladors ihould 
be fent to Athens, to implore the afliflance of that repub- 
lic, and to promife that they, in their turn, would help 
the Athenians to theutmoft of their power whenever they 
fliould ftand in need of their affiftance. Their ambaffa- 
dors arriving at Athens, reprefented, among other thhigs, 
that, Ihould they be abandoned, the Syracufans, who 
fecretly fupported the Selinuntines, would not fail to pof- 
fcfs thcmfelves of their city, and, by degrees, become 
mafters of tbe whole ifland •, in which cafe they would be 
able to fend powerful fuccours to the Lacedaemonians, 
who were their founders. The Athenians were overjoyed 
to have a new opportunity of intermeddling, with the 
affairs of Sicily : however, they thought it advifeable 
firfl to fend deputies thither, to enquire iiKo the flatc 
6{ the ifland, and particularly of the Egeftines ; for thefe 
laft had promifed to pay all the troops that fliould be fen! 
to their afSftance. 

tFpon the arrival of the ambafladors the Egeftines, hav- 
ing borrowed from the neighbouring nations a great many 
gold and filver veflels, made a vain fliew of them to the 
Athenians, telling them, that they had gold and filvcr 
enough to defray the whole charges of the war. When 
the ambafladors returned to Athens, and the great wealth 
of the Egeftines noifed abroad, an aflembly of the people 
Vas called to deliberate on the war which was to be waged 
in Sicily* Nicias, a man of no fmall authority among 
the people, argued with great prudence againft the war, 
frewing that it was impoflible to contend with thie Lace- 
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i«Aiotnam, and, at the (atne tiihc, feiid fo great a force^ 
^swou'ld be necfeifat7, into Sicily : that it was a kind of 
nisrdneft to ehtertain thoughts of fubduing fo powerful an 
rfland, When they had riot yet beert able to reduce Qreece > 
that they oCtght frrft to humble the enemies they had at 
threir doors, before they went in feai-ch of others at a dif- 
talice, &c. B-ut the contrary opinion, which was fup- TheAtie* 
ported* by Alcibiades, the moft eloquent fpeaker at that niansn- 
time in Athens, prevailed by a great majority- It being ^^^yi*^- ^^' 
now determined to purfue this wild enterprize at all events, '^^ 

Alcibiades, Nicias, and Lamachus, were appointed to 
command the fleet, with full power, not only to fuccour 
Egefta, but to regulate affairs in Sicily in fuch a manner 
as they judged heft for the intereft of the republic. This 
commiffion Nicias accepted much againft his will, being 
firmly perfuaded, that it could not be attended with fuc- 
ccfs, and dreading to have Alcibiades. for his colleague. 
But the Athenians could -not be prevailed upon to comr 
inip the whole management of the war to Alcibiades i 
judging wifely, that his ardour and intrepidity wanted to 
be tempered with the warinefs and prudence of Nicias **. 

Nicias, not daring openly to oppofc any longer an ex- 
pedition on which all Athens was fo violently bent, en- 
deaVcTured to do it indiredtly, by ftarting a great man^r 
difficulties, drawn from the great expences the republic 
iltuft be at in carrying if on. But all he could aile«e, inftead Raife 
<5f cooling the ardour of the people, ferved onlyto inflame fi^'^f^y ^*4 
%i the more. Nay, an Athenian, ftanding up in the SJ"^f * 
atfembly, and add reffing Nicias, defired him not to fliift 
off, or delay the bufitiefs an*y longer, bat declare there * 
^hat forces he would have the Athenians decree him. 
Nicias anfwercd, that he could not exaftly tell, before he 
advifed \^ith his fellow^commanders ; but, as far as he 
could judge, a hundred gallies, and five thoufarid land- 
forces, at leaft, would be requifite. Hereupon full power 
was unanimoufly granted him to raife what forces; and fit 
out what fhips he thought neceflary. Accordingly the 
levies were carried on at Athens, and the confederate 
cities, with fuch fuccefs and ei^pedition, that^ in a few 
days, the number of^ troops he required was raifed, and 
the gallies manned and equipped. When all things were 
ready for their departure, the officers, before they went 
on board, had a private conference with the fenate con- 
cerning the adminiftration of affairs in Sicily j for they 
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did not doubt but tbcy (hould reduce the ifland. In this 
conference it was determined, that the Syracufans^ and 
the Stlinuntines their allies, (hould be carried away, and 
ibid for flaves, and the reft obliged to pay ah ' annual tri- 
bute, and live according to the laws of Athens *^. 
T># fUet Next day the army, confifting of feven thoufand chofcn 
Mu men, marched from the city to the pyrxum, where the 

fleet lay ; and there, taking leave of their friends and re- 
lations, went on board the tranfports, amidft the fhouts 
and acclamations of an immenfe multitude that had at- 
tended them from the city. They firft failed to the iiland 
of JSgina, and from thence to Corcyra, which they had 
appointed the place of rendezvous for their allies and the 
tranfports. Upon the arrival of their confederates at 
Corcyra, they put to fea again, and made for Tarentum $ 
but meeting there with a very indifferent reception, ihcy 
failed along the coaft of Italy till they came to £.hegium, 
where they made fome ftay, with a view to prevail upon 
the inhabitants to fuccour the teontines, who were ori- 
ginally Chalcidians as well as themfelves. But the Rhe- 
gians anfwered, that they were determined to ft and neuter, 
and to undertake nothing but in concert with the other 
Greek ftates in Italy. 

During their ftay here, they fent fome fliips to cruifc 
oflf the coaft of Sicily, in order to difcover feme proper 
place for landing the troops, and at the fame time to 
know what treafure the Egeftines could contribute tom 
wards carrying on the war, which had been undertaken 
on their account. Thefe, on their return, acquainted the 
• generals, that the Egeftines had impofed upon them, and 
abufed their credulity, Gnce they were a poor indigent 
people, and had only thirty talents in the public treafury. 
Kinases Hereupon a council of war being called, Nicias was of 
pnti^fHt opinion, that they fliould fail to Selinus, which had been 
advice. the firft occafion of this expedition ; and then, if the 
Egeftines performed their proihife, and fupplied the army 
with a month's pay, to oblige the Selinuntines and Egct 
tines to come to an agreement, and fo return to Athens, 
without engaging their country in fo expenfive a war- By 
thefe means Athens, faid he, will fhew her readinefs to 
affift her friends, and at the fame time fave her men and 
Oppof€/fby treafure for fome more promifing enterprizc. Alcibiades, 
Alcibiades, on the other hand, thinking it highly difhonourable to re- 
turn home without making any conquefts, after they had 
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let out with fuch a parade, was of opinion, that they 
ihould folicit the cities of Sicily to a confederacy againft 
the Syracufans and Selinuntines ^ and, in cafe they found 
them difpofed to come into their meafures, attack either 
Syracufe or Selinus ; the former, if they refufed to reftore 
the inhabitants of Leontini to their city ; and the latter, 
if they did not conclude a peace with the Egeftines- La- jffgj i^. 
machus oflFered a third opinion, which perhaps was the mackus. 
moft prudent ; he was for failing dire£lly to Syracufe, and 
laying fiege to the city before the inhabitants had time to 
prepare for their defence* But the opinion of Alcibiade9 
prevailing, they fet fail for Sicily *. 

Advice of this expedition coming to Syracufe from all 
quarters, it was thought fo improbable there^ that no one 
"would give credit to it. But as it was daily more and 
^ttiore confirmed, the Syracufans began ferioufly to think "Tkt Syra^ 
in what manner they fiiould oppofe fo great a power, cufans 
They fent deputies to every part of the iflapd, foliciting P^^^^f^ 
fuccours againft an enemy, who, as was evident from '^^'' 
fuch great preparations, could have nothing lefs in view 
than the fubje£ting of the whole ifland ; they garrifoned 
all the forts and caftles in the country, reviewed their 
troops, made ready their arms and engines, and, in fliort, 
prepared all things, as if the enemy had been already in 
the heart of their country *. 

In the mean time the Athenian fleet arriving in Sicily, The Atkt* 
the land-forces were put a-(hore near Catana, which city ^^^^f fond 
they took by furprize ; Naxus opened its gates^to them ; ^^J^gLet 
Hyccara, a fmall town belonging to the Sicanians, was feq,erai 
taken by ftorm, and all the inhabitants were fold for ptaas^ 
ilaves. Thefe were the only exploits of this campaign ; 
which being ended, and the winter now ^rawing on, the 
Athenian generals thought it ^dvifeable to take up their 
quarters in fome place near Syracufe, that they might be 
in readinefs to undertake the fiege of that place early in 
the fpring. But in the mean time Alcibiades being called Aieibfada 
home to take his trial, the command of the army was recalled. 
left to Nicias and Lamachus. Thefe, advancing towards ^. . 
Syracufe,' poffeffed themfelves of an advantageous poft by ifJac^ 
the following ftratagem : they fent a pcrfon, on whofe popft 
fidelity they could depend, to Syracufe; enjoining him to ihimfel'ves 
acquaint the Syracufans, as if he had been difpatched •/«A«»<ff 
from their friends in Catana, that the Cataneans had con- ^a^J^ ^ 

i Diod. Sic, ibid. Plut. in Nic. Thucyd. lib. vi. e Dio<|. 

Sic. tbjd. Plut- in Nic. Tbucyd Jib. vi. ' ' 

A a 4 fpired 



^o The Hifiory of Syracufe. 

fpir^d to fail upon the Alhe;niaiis» who wtTi^ cfgLSittfiftA 
in the city^ \n the night; and tbatj if the Syrajcufaos 
would advance to the Athenian camp, with all their force^i 
they might eafily poflef^ themfelveis of it in that coafo* 
fion. The Syracufans, not fufpe£ling any deceit^ ap-. 
pointed a night ; and» at the time agreed on» marched 

Sut with the flower of their troops to join the Cal;aneans. 
>ut the Athenians, in the mean time^ having re-eQaharke4 
(heir force§ and ammunitiony fet fail for Syra^cuft j an<i| 
without any oppofition, landed near Olympicum^ wher^ 
they fortified their camp with ftrong intrenchmeots, be- 
fore the Syracufan forces returned ffPRi Catana. The 
3yracufan$, finding themfelves thu$ impofed onu inarcbe4 
back to Syracuse with great expedition, and the very next 
day drew up their army in battle-array before the enemy's 
camp. Nicias marched out of his tre^ch^s to give them 
battle, which was fought with incredible bravery on both 
fUtSy^' fides. Viftory was a lopg time doubtful; but a Ycty 
^^^T^h^l ' ^?^^y fhower of rain, accon^panied with thunder an4 
%UM lightning, falling unexpe<9:edly, fo terrified the Syracur 
fans, the, greateS part of whom had never before carried 
arms, that they began to rehire. The Athenians darft 
not purfue tliem, becaufe their horfe, who were ftill in a 
body, and. had not been defeated, covered their retreat. • 
They therefore withdrew in good order, after having 
thrown a detachment into the temple of Oiyn^picum) to 
prevent its being plundered ^. 
fieJih' After this battle the Athenians, who were not yet ii^ 
ntansuin- a condition to attack Syracufe, retired with their fleet to 
jforctii, Naxus apd Catana to winter there, and in the meantime 
procure new fupplies, both from, Athens, and their con- 
federates in Sicily. "The meflengers they fent to Athen* 
foon returned with three hundred talents, ani fome^ troops 
of horfe ; the Egeftipc^ likewife,: and the Siculi, fent 
them a reinforcenient of cavalry, and furnifhed their army 
with all forts of provifions. On the other hand, the Sy-» 
racufans difpatched ambafjadors to Corinth, whence, they 
originally came, and alfo tp Laced^emon, to iniplore their 
afliftance againft an enemy, who aimed not only at the 
fovereignty of Sicily, but of all preece. The ambafla- 
dors were kindly received in both places, efpecially at La- 
cedsenioii, w)ier<; Alcibiades, who had taken fan&aary in 
that city, enforced their demand with all bi^ <:rc.dit and 
eloquence. At his perfuafion Gylippus, an oflSicer of 
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great experience^ was appointed to comniand the rein* Gylippus 
forcement, which was defigned for Sicily, and troops were fint by thg 
raifed with a defign to invade the territories of Athens, ^^^'^^* 
and thereby make a powerful diverfion. But, before any ^^*^^i/' 
fupplies arrived in Sicily, Nicias leaving his winter-(}uar- ^nce oftht 
ters, fet fail for Syracufe; and, arriving there in the Syracu^ 
night, before the Syracufans had any notice of his depar- Z^^- 
ture from Catana, pofiefied himfelf of the important pofl: 
of Epipote (T). 

The Syracufans attempted to diflodge him ; but, after 
^ {harp engagement, were driven back into the city, with 
the lofs of three hundred men. Nicias, encouraged by Syraeuft 
this fuccefs, began to build a wall round the city, in order beJieguU 
to cut off from the befieged all ccMnmunication with the 
neighbouring country. This work was carried on with 
jTuch vigour and refolution, as aftoniihed the Syracufans^ 
-who indeed made frequent fallies, but were always re- 
pulfed with great lofs. The wall was at laft finiflied, and 
the city blocked up on all fides. However, the befieged 
were not fo far difibeartened as not to annoy the enemy 
Twith vigorous fallies \ in one of which they put the Athe- 
nians to flight, demolifhed part of their works, and made 
^ great flaughter of thofe who defended them \ among 
the reft Lamachus, one of their beft commanders, was Lamacigi 
Aain, with feveral other officers of diftindiion. Notwith- JUum, 
^anding this advantage gained by the Syracufans, Nicias, 
urho was now the fole general^ purfued the fiege; and,- 
after repairing his worls, began a wall of circumvalla* 
ticn, in order to prevent any fuccours from being thrown 
into the place. Hie caufed al£b th^ canals to be cut> by 
which water wars conveyed into the place, which foon 
brought the Syracufans to the litmoft diftrefs. Seeing 
themfelves^ there£Dre, on the brink of ruin, and without 
any hopes of relief, they began to think of capitulating ; 
a;id accordingly an affemhly was held to fettle the aiti« 
des, in order to fend them to Nicias. 

But before they came to any determination, an officer, Oylififui. 

named Gongyles, arriving from Corinth on board a gal- ^rri'ueiim. 

Sicifyt 

(T) £ptpol« was, a hill was hot furrounded with walls, 

Hhich {bod without the city, as in after ageu The jiafk 

and commanded it. It was ex- leading to it was called Eusye* 

ceedlng fieep, and of very dif- lus. On the top of the- hiH- 

^cult accefs. At the time of was a fort called Labdalon(i)« 
th^ fiege we are fpeakingof, it 

(i) Thucyd. lib, vi, 

ley, 
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ley, brought them the joyful news of the approach of 
Gylippus, with a force lumcient to difpel all their fears, 
and oblige the enemy to raife the fiege. The joy which 
this news, fo unexpeaed, diiFufed through the city, is not 
to be expreffed. They paffed from one extreme to an-* 
other ; and, inftead of capitulating, began to prepare them-* 
fclves for new fallies, in order to facilitate Gylippus's 
entrance into the city. While they were making thcfe 
preparations, Gylippus appeared at the head of three 
tboufand foot, and two hundred horfe ; and, making di- 
Tt(k\y for Epipoix, where Nicias had fortified bimfelf in 
a caftle called Labdalon, drew up his fmall army undeF 
the walls, and then fent a herald to Nicias, to let him 
know, that he would allow him only five days to ieave 
Sicily. Nicias did not condefcend to return any anfwer 
to this mefTage ; whereupon Gylippus, attacking the fort, 
carried it by ftorm, and put all the Athenians in it to the 
CjflippMs fword. This fuccefs opened him a way into the city, 
tfvfrr/ Sjm where he was received -with loud acclamations, and ho-r 
* ' noured as the deliverer of Syracufe. Having allowed his 
troops a few days reft, he marched out with his own, and 
the Syracufan forces to demolifli the enemy's works; 
whereupon a (harp engagement enfued, in which many 
were killed on both fides; but at length the Athenians 
prevailed. Their viftory was chiefly pwing to the nar- 
rownefs of the place, which rendered the Syracufan cavalry 
and bow*men quite unferyiceable, Gylippus, to encoQ* 
rage his foldiers, reproached himfelf with the ill fuccefs. 
they had met with, and publicly declared, that he, not 
tbey, had occafioned the late defeat. However^ he pr(Ki 
rrii/ed to give them very foon an opportunity of retrieving 
both their honour and his. Accordingly the next day he 
led them againft the enemy, and gained a very confider* 
able viftory s. 
Ninofup' After this fuccefs thirteen gallies arrived from Corinth, 
plusforihi with confiderable fuppliesboth of men and money for the 
%MrC9' Syracufans ; and Gylippus, not content to femi ambaffa- 
fSS. ' ^®^® ^^ *^^ ^^^^^* °^ Sicily, went himfelf frpm town to 
town, foliciting them to join him. ]3y thefe means he 
raifed above three thoufand men ; and returned to Syra- 
cufe» Nicias, on the other hand, finding his troops lef- 
fen daily) in proportion as thofe of the enemy increafed, 
began to be dilheartened, and wrote to the Athenians in 

s Diodor. Sicul. ibid. p. 138. Thucyd. lib. vt. p. 471. Piiit. iQ 
Nic. p.' 534, 

the 
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the ftrongeft term$^ (hewing/ that without powerful fufh - 
plies both by fe^ and ian4» the enterprize would prove 
abortive, and the fmall army remaining be loft. His let- 
ter made a great impreffion on the minds of the Athe- 
niansj who immediately nominated two of&cers, who 
ferved under him, Menander and Euthydemus, to affift 
fain) til} other generals fhould be fent ; for he had deCred, 
on account of his bad ftate of health, a colleague, to 
bear part of the burden and care of the war. Euryme- Eurymedn 
don and Demofthenes were chofen to fucceed Lamachus and De- 
and Alcibiades. The former fet out immediately, with mofthena 
ten gallies, and a confiderable fum of money, to aflure f^^fr^^ 
Nicias, that a fpeedy fuccour fhould be fent him; the sS'"*' 
latter was employed in raifing troops, and equipping 
fliips, in order to fail the following fpring. 

On the other fide, the Lacedaemonians having, at the 
inftigation of Alcibiades, broken the truce they had made 
^th the Athenians, invaded Attica, under the command 
of Agis and Alcibiades, in order to divert them from 
fending any fupplies into Sicily : but they were fo infa- 
tuated with the Sicilian expedition, that, notwithftanding 
the ftraits they were in at home, they decreed eighty 
gallies, and five thoufand land-forces, to be fent into that 
ifland. • The Syracufans, hearing that the enemy was 
foon to be reinforced with fuch powerful fupplies, fitted 
out a fleet with all pof&ble expedition, in order to venture 
a fea-engagement, and deftroy the Athenian fhips that 
blocked up the city by fea, before they were joined by. 
the fquadron which Demofthenes was bringing over into 
Sicily. .With this view they failed out, with a fleet of i fea fight 
eighty fail, well manned ; and being met by the Athe- between 
nian fleet, confifting of fixty fail, a (harp engagement en- '^' "^'^'"j 
fued, which drew the Athenians from their pofts to the ?^^^^ ^*^ 
fea-fide. But while they were ftanding on the fhore idle /ufanr. 
fpeclators of the combat, Gylippus, who forefaw this op- • 
portunity, attacked the fortis unexpe£tedly. As great part 
of the garrifon had flocked to the fhore, he poflTeflTed him- 
felf of them with little oppofition, and made a dreadful 
flaughter of thofe who haftened from the fhore to the 
afTiftance of their companions. . Hereupon a great noife Thi Syrom 
and tumult arifing in the camp, the Athenians engaged cufansfuc" 
at fea were ftruck with terror, and made what hafte they J^^*^^ 
could to gain the fhore, and there aflTift their land-forces, JjJ^J^^*^ 
in the defence of the forts: but finding, as they drew am h fea. 
near, that Gylippus was already in pofleiuon of the pofts 
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thtv ^cre comSng to defend, ttiey tecked' aWut j and, 
with their whole fleet in line of battle, attacked the Sy* 
racufans, "w^ho were purfuing them in diforder, funk 
dcvcn of their veflMs, killed great numbers of their ma- 
riners, and made ample amends for the battle ttiey had 
loft by land, with a complete vifl:oryby fea. After the 
iS^ht DOth parties kt up trophies ; the Athenians for their 
Viftory by fea, and tne Syractrfeiis for their fuccefs by 
fend. The Athenians loft, in the forts that were taken, 
all their tteafttre, and great part of their provifions and 
ftiiiitary ftores; 

The Syracufans, notwithftandlng the lofs they had fuf- 
tained by fea, were determined to attempt a fecond en- 
gagement both by fea and land, before the fuccours which 
Demofthenes wtis bringing fliould arrive. In order, there- 
fore, to provoke the enemy to engage^, they daily drew up 
their fleet in line of battle before the great harbour, where 
the Athenian flfeet was anchored 5 and, with biting jokes 
and raillery, put their jjatiertce to the utmoft trial. Ni- 
cias wasagainft ventunng a fecond battle, faying, that as 
he expefted a frefh fl^et every moment, and a itrong re- 
inforcement, it would betray the grcateft want of judg- 
ment, fliould he hazard a battle without being forced to 
it, when his troops were inferior to thofe of the enemy, 
and already fatigued. On the other hand, Menandeiland 
Euthydemus, who had been appointed to fliare the com- 
mand with him till the arrival of Demofthenes, eager 
to perform fome exploit before they reCgned their com- 
miifion, -reprefented to Nicias, that ihould they decline % 
battle, the reputation of the Athenian arms would be left, 
and they forfaken by all their allies in Sicily. Th^y were 
fo prefTing with Nicias, that they forced him at laft to 
compliance \ and accordingly the fleet, conlifting of ftveiity- 
five gallies, failed but of the harbour. The firft day the 
two fleets continued in fight bf each other, without en- 
gaging ; the fecond fome veffds eiigaged 5 bULiieither fide 
gained any confiderable advantiage. On the Wrddaytbe 
Syracufans drew up their naVy earlier than ufual ; and hav- 
ing continued f6 till the evening, they withdrew, as they 
li ad done the day before: the Athenians fuppofed they 
were not to return that day, and therefore began to retire, 
Mrithout obftrving any order, when the enemy's fleet, fail- 
ing out of the little harbour, attacked the Athenians be- 
fore they had time to draw up in line of battle^^ Viflory 
did not continue long in fufpenfe 5 the Athenians were 

put 
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j>ut to flight, after having k)ft fevej» gallles, and a gr^at 
many men, fome being k^led, and others taken prifoners'*. 
This lofs threw Nicias into the utmoft confternation* 
and renewed the memory of all the miafortunes he ha<l 
met with fmce his firft coming into Sicily : but while he 
was revolving in his mind thefe gloomy ixiea3, Demot- jyemftfi^ 
thenes' fleet appeared, advancing to the great faaven« with henes ar^ 
an appearance which filled the enemy with dread. This rw^jrtm 
fleet confided of feventy-three gallies, having on faoar4 '^ V 
eight thoufand men, befides mariners, and great ftorc of fuppn^^^ 
provifions, and warlike engines, to be employed in th^ 
fiege. All the veflels wer« richly trimmed, and Aeif 
prows adorned with coftly ftreamers : they were manoe^ 
with chofen rowers, commanded, by experienced officers^ 
and furniihed, at a vaft expcnce, with all forts of warlike 
machines then i^fed in nayal engagement^. As they ?p^ 
proached the lliore^ the found of th/e tr^impets, mix;^ , 
with repeated fhouts and loud acclamations, from the 
fleet and the camp, made all the city refound. This air 
of pomp and triumph 'Demofthenes afie^Sled pprpofely to 
flrike terror into the enemy. Thebefiegied, notwithiland-^ 
ing their late advantages, began now to be quite dis- 
heartened, finding they had to combat an enemy wha 
could fend fuch powerful fuccours abroad, while they 
had a war on their hands at home. The common. people 
were for putting an end to their calamities, by capitulat-^ 
ing before the city was reduced to the laft extremity, an4 
while they could hope for tolerable terms : but Demof* 
thenes did not give them time to come t;o any refqlution ; 
for, thinking it advifable to take advantage of the general 
confternation which his arrival had occafioned, he prepared 
to attack the city the fame day he arrived, being deter- 
mined either to put a fpeedy end to the war or raife the 
fiege, and return to the relief of Athens, which was, ia 
a. manner, blocked up by the Lacedaemonians. Nicias, 
alarmed at this bold and precipitate refolution, conjured 
him not to hp over-hafty, but to take time to weigh things 
maturely, mat he might have no caufe to repent when il 
would be too late : he obferved to him, that the enem^ 
would be ruined by delays ; that they were in great want 
both of money and provifions ; that their allies were readjf 
to abandon them ; and that they would be foon forced to" 
furrender, as they had before refolved to do. This Nicia$ 
faid, becaufe he had certain advice fent him daily of what-- 

ft Piodor. Sicul. Tt^ucyd. ^ Piut> ubi fkipra*- 
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kvtt was tranfaded in the city : but his remonftrariccJ 
were conftrued as an efieA his dilatory difpofition. And, 
indeed, it was peculiar to him to ftart difficulties on all 
occafions, and deaden the vivacity of the troops by deiaySi 
diftruftsy and timorous precautions. All the officers, 
therefore, came over to the opinion of Demofthenes i and 
Nicias himfelf was fofced to acquiefce ^ 

A general aflault being refolved on, Demoftbeiies 
marched) in the middle of the night, to attack the im- 
portant poft of Epipolse ; and was, at firil, attended with 
fuccefs, having made himfelf matter of the cafUe, and 
cut the garrifon in pieces. Gylippus, at the firfi alarm, 
haftened to the relief of the place \ but his troops being 
fei^ed with a panic, which was increafed by the darknefs 
of the nieht, were eafilv repulfed, and put to flight : as 
the Athenians advanced m diforder|to prevent their rally* 
ing, they met with a body of Boeotians, under the com'* 
mand of Hermocrates, an officer of great courage and 
experience, and were by them ftopped, till the Syracufans 
had time to recover from their furprize. Then Gylippus, 
encouraging his men, brought them back to the charge, 
and the engagement was renewed. The Athenians, 
though in diforder, ftood their ground for fome time \ 
but, at laft, freih troops continually arriving from the city, 
they were forced to give way; and not knowing the roads, 
many of them either fell from the tops of the rocks, 
and were dafhed in pieces, or were flain the next day, as 
they were ftraggling up and down the fields. Two thou- 
fand Athenians were killed on this occafion, and a great 
many arms and warlike engines taken. 

After this overthrow Demofthenes was for returning to 
Athens, efpecially as the feafon was not too far advanced 
for croffing the fea, and they had (hips fufficient to force 
their paflage'in cafe the enemy (hould difpute it. He de-* 
clared, that, in his opinion, it would be of far greater ad- 
vantage to oblige the Lacedaemonians to raife the blockade 
of Athens, than- to continue that of Syracufe, in which 
they wafted their ftrength to no purpofe. But Nicias had 
ftill hopes of becoming mafter of the city, which he knew 
to be in great want of all things ; and befides, waft under 
great apprehenfions of the people of Athens, who bad 
baniihed two generals in former times for returning from 
Sicily, though they had adied a very prudent pait* He 

iThucyd lib. vii.p. 513— j]8. Plut. ubi fupra, & in Lib. de 
Superftit. Dlodor. Sicui. ubi fupr^. 
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faid, that as thofe who were to judge him had not beeil 
eye-witnefles of the (late of affairs, they would be of a dif- 
ferent opinion ; and that thofe very men, who then ex* 
claimed againft the difficulties they laboured under, would 
perhaps change their tone, and accufe them of having 
been bribed to raife the fiege. He concluded by declar- But h cf>^ 
ing, that he chofe rather to fall glorioufly by the enemy's ft^^ 
fword, than be ignominioufly condemned by the fufFrages '^'^'^'•. 
of the people* Thefe reafons were not able to convince 
DemoftheneSy who viras ftill of opinion, that the only way 
left to fave tliemfelves was to quit the country ; however, 
as be had been unfuccefsful in his former advice, he was 
afraid pfinfi (ling upon this, and yielded to Nicias^. 

In the tnesLU time the Syracuians were reinforced with ^^< ^;"w- 
jowerful fupplies from the Slculi,' Selinuntines, Geleans, ^.^^'^^y" 
^nd Camarineans ; which encouraged them as much as it '"-^^^^^ * 
difheartened the Athenians, in whofe army a violent n^tlmgwt 
j>lague broke out, occafioned by the unwholefome air of '* '«* >*• 
the fens and marches, near which they were encamped. ^"'^^^ 
.This calamity, added to many others, made Nicias alter *'^^' 
his opinion ; and orders were privately iffued, enjoining 
the officers of the fleet to be in readinefs to fet fail at a 
minute's warning. The foldiers were commanded to fhip 
all their baggage, and be ready to go on board upon a 
fignal that ihould be given. But when all things were 
ready, and moil part of the foldiers embarked^ without 
the Syracufans having the lead fufpicion of their defign, 
the moon was fuddenly eclipfed ; a circumftance which Nicias de- 
fo terrified Nicias, who was naturally fupcrftitious, that ^'^^^<^\ h 
he confulted the foothfayers before he fufFered the reft of ?^''''^^''* 
the foldiers to go on board. It was cuftomary, on fuch turning^f 
occafions, to fufpend the enterprize for three days ; but Gnta. 
the foothfayers, whom Dicias confulted, pronounced, that 
he mufl: not fet fail till three times nine days were paft j 
which, without all doubt, was a myfterious number in 
the opinion of the people '• 

The Syracufans, in the mean time, receiving notice of 
the intended departure of the Athenians, refolved to at- 
tack them ];>oth by fea and land. Purfuant to this refolu- 
tion, they failed out with fixty gallies againft the Athenian 
fleet, confifting of eight-fix. Eurymedon, who com- ^fii Atht^ 
inanded the right of the Athenian fleet, extended his line, ^J^f^^"^ 
as he had more ftiips, in order to furround the oppofite andthe^ad- 

miralkill*. 
^ Thucyd. lib. vix. p. 51? — 510, Phit. in Nic. p. 538—542. Dio- gd, 
dcr. Sicul. p. 141, 1 lidem ibid. 
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wing of the cn«my t but being, ill this attempt, feparated 
fifom the reft of tne fleet, he was driven by Agatharcus, 
the Sjrracnfan admiral) into the gulf called Dafion, and 
there kiHed, with great part of his men. • The death of the 
admiral diflieartened both the foldiers and officers, who 
now every where gave way; and, being chafed by the 
enemy, ftieltered themfelvcs within the haven. In this 
engagement the Athenians loft eighteen fliips, and two 
thou&nd men. Gylippus, who commanded the land- 
army, feeing the enemy's gallies forced afhore, advanced 
with part of his troms, to attack fuch as landed ; bat 
was repulfed by the Tufcans, who guarded that quarter, 
and driven into the marfh called Lyfimelia^ where many 
of his men were killed by the Tufcans, and Athenians, 
nt Mi' who flew to their affiftance. Each party eredcd trophies^ 
mams gain the Syracufans for their vidlory by lea, and the Athenians 
.^*^^' for tne advantage they had gained by land: but the 
2^'^'^ minds of the two nations were diflerently difpofed; the 
Syracufans, who had been fo terrified at the arrival of De« 
mofthenes, feeing themfelves ividlorious in a naval en- 
gagement, their courage revived ; on the contrary, the 
Athenians, overcome by fea, contrary to their expedlation, 
loft all hopes, and only thought of rdtlring. 

The enemy, to prevent their efcaping by fea, blocked 
- up the entrance of the great harbour, which was about 
five hundred paces wide, with fhips and galleys joined to- 
gether with anchors and iron chains. The Athem'ans, 
feeing themfelves thus pent up on all fides, held a coundi 
of war, in which it was refohred, that they (hould at- 
tempt, at all adventures, to break through the fleet that 
Ihut up the harbour, and retire, with all their forces on 
board, to Catana^ but if they (hould not fucceed in thii 
Undertaking, to fet fire to their fliips, and march by land 
to the neareft city belonging to their allies. Furfuant to 
this refolution, the flower of the troops, and the moft ex- 
perienced among the ofiicers, were put on board a hon^ 
dred and fifteen gallies, and the reft of the army draws 
up in battalia on the ftjore. On the other fide, the Syra^ 
cufans fitted out feventy-four gallies, which they ftationed, 
with many other vefl^els, behind thofe that blocked up the 
harbour ; to the end that, if any of the latter were funk^ 
or the chains which Joined them, broken, the Athenian! 
might yet find themielves a fecond time flopped and en- 
tangled. As this engagement was to determine the fate 
of Syracufe, the walls of the* harbour, and every eminence 
*riihin the city, were filled with crouds of fpe£lator& 

Tht 
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The commanders, on, both fides, employed all their elo- 
"qu'ehce tb'auimate their men.' Nicias, leaving his poft on 
the Ihore, went on toard a veflel ; and, failing round tiic 
Athenian fleet^ exhorted the commander of each galley, 
Tn partFciilar, to behave like an Athenian ; 1>ecaufe on 
^ their valour, in the approaching fight, depended the 
"fifety' and prefervation of their wives, tfteir children, and 
''.their cipiun'try, as 'well asf their own. Nicias was fcarce re- Another 
' t^irncd'toyhis p9ft,\^Ken the trumpets founded the charge, fi^-^- 
"and .the .Athenian fleet advanced with great violence, %q i^&^^^h 
break the blockade at the mouth of the harbour ; but the 
! Syracufan gaflies, ^hich had been left within the veflels 
chained' together, on purpofe to ftop the fury of the enemy, 
rowed iip agaii^ft them with fuch impetuofity, that they 
put bo^h their own and the enemy's fleet into the utmoft 
confiifion. In tUis diforder the lines on both fides being 
' broken, an<i the veflels difperfed, they engaged in fmall 
fqiiadrons : however, the fight was obftinate on both fides. ^ 
The Athenians, feeing they were utterly loft, unlcfs with 
an invincible refolution they forced their pafiage, defpifed 
all dangers, and fought like men in a defperate condition ; 
' bn the other fide, the Syracufans, knowing that they 
were pbferved by their parents and children, exerted their 
utmoft efforts in defence of their country. The fight was «;/M great 
no fefs dreadful than the confufion, and the flaughter flaughter 
great on both fides: the lamentable cries of the wounded, .«« Atr^ 
and thofe who were perifhing in the water, the noife of -^ ''^ 
the oars, and the loud fhouts from the ramparts and the 
(hore, where both armies were drawn up, prevented any 
"orders from being lieard or attended to. As the battle 
was fought under the walls of the city, .parents were 
eye-witnefles of the death of their children j wives of the 
mifcrable end of their hulbands ; and one friend beheld 
another wallowing in his blood, without being able to 
lend him any relief. After the battle had lafted many 
hours, and both parties tired, and no longer able to 
manage either their arms or their oars, yet, if any of them 
offered to fly to the fhore, they were driven back, with 
bitter reproaches, by their countrymen, under whole eyes 
they fought. The Athenians aflced thofe who made to 
the fhore, whether they intended to fail to Athens by 
land ; and obliged them, though covered with wounds^ 
to return to the charge. The Syracufans met with no 
*, better treatment from their countrymen, who prevented 
"even thofe from landing whofe fhips were quite difabled, 
and ready to fink| bi^^Ung them fave their lives by board- 
Vol. VI. Bli ing 
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ing the enemy's (hips, or die an honourable death In de- 
fence of their country. Thus the battle was continued 
the whole day \ and it was by far the mod bloody and ob- 
7kiAihi' ftinate which had ever been fought in thofe feas. At 
mansde- length the Athenians were, notwithftanding their utmoft 
'wLhgriiU endeavours, driven afliore; and the citj immediately ac- 
Ipyj, ^ quainted with the vidlory, by a univerlal fhout from the 
fleet, which was anfwered oy loud acclamations of joy 
from the army on the fhore, and the fpeftators on the 
walls. The Athenians, who efcaped, leaped out of their 
broken and fhattered fliips, and fled to the land-army. 
The Syracufans loft, on this occafion, eight (hips» and hsul 
eleven difabled ; the Athenians loft fixty, and moft of the 
reft were rendered quite unferviceable ". 

In this defperate condition, the Athenian officers met, to 
confider what meafures they fhould take in fo critical a 
conjunfture. Demofthenes was for manning with frefli 
foldiers the few gallies that remained ; and, while the Sy- 
racufans were under no apprehenfion, on account of their 
late viftory, to fall upon them again, and force their way 
out of the harbour. This was no ill advice ; but Nidas 
oppofed it. Others fay, that the foldiers refufed to obey, 
alleging, that it would be impoflible for them to fuftain a 
7he Atki" fecond engagement. It was thereupon determined to aban- 
^wtTr^^ «Jpn the fliips, and retire that very night, by land, to the 
tirti ^^^^^* °^ ^^^^ confederates. But Hermocrates, com- 

mander in chief of the Syracufan forces, fufpefting their 
defigni ordered all his troops to be immediately drawn out, 
with a view to ftop. all the pafles, and prevent their re- 
treat. The Syracufans were then in the height of their 
rejoicings, thinking of nothing but how to divert them- 
felves, after the toils they had fuftained: they there- 
fore unanimoufly declared, that they would not take up 
arms again, till they were allowed fome days reft. Here- 
upon Hermocrates, thinking it of the utmoft importance 
not to fuffer fo great a body of forces to make their 
cfcape, Gnce they might fortify themfelves in fome comer 
of the ifland, and there begin a new vrar, devifed the fol- 
htuare lowing ftratagem to gain time : he fent fome horfemen to 
V^ZT ^^^.^t^^">a^ camp, who were to pafs for friends, and 
^m. ^^^^^^ Nicias not to quit his camp, which was well for- 
tified, fince the Syracufans lay in ambufli for him, and 
had feized on all the pafles leading, to the cities of their 
allies. This falfe advice flopped Nicias at once, and he 
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(iid not even fet out the next day, that his foldlers might 
have more time to refrefli themfelvcs, and carry oiF what- 
ever might be necelTary for their fubGftence. He might 
have pafled with great fafety had he not been thus 
.deluded. 

Next day Hermocrates, having prevailed upon his men ThiAthe* 
td march out, poflcffed himfelf of the mod difficult pafles> »'«»' ^» 
fortified the avenues leading to the places where the rivers '^l^^^'^ 
were fordable, broke down the bridges, and placed de- ^^'' * 
tachments of horfe in different parts of the plains ; fo 
that there was not" a fingle avenue, through which the 
Athenians were not obliged to fight their way. How- 
ever, as they could no longer fubfift in their camp, the 
third day after the battle they fet out, to the number of 
forty thoufand men, leaving behind them all their gallies^ 
and great part of their baggage. The whole army was 
in the utmoft confternation at feeing fuch great numbers 
of meni either dead or dying, abandoned to wild beails, 
or the cruelty of the enemy. Some, who were fick, or 
wounded, hanging on the necks of their friends and com*> 
paniops, conjured them> with 4nany tears, to take them 
along with the army \ others, dragging themfelves after, 
foHdwed as far as their ftrength allowed them ; and> 
when this failed^ they had recourfe to tears and fighs, 
calling upon the gods, as well as men, to revenge the 
cruelty they met with : fo that every place echoed with 
groans and mournful lamentations* But the mod melan- 
choly part of the fpe£lacle, and which moft deferved com- 
paffion, was Nicias himfelf: that great man, dejedled and '^^ Athe* 
worn out with a tedious illnefs, deftitute of all neceffaries, ^^^' ^J 
when his age and infirmities required them moft, tor- ^j^^^f^^,^ 
mented not only with his own grief, but with the affliftion 
of others, thought of nothing but how he might beft com- 
fort his foldiers, and roufe their valour. He haftened 
from one part of the army to the other, exhorting his men 
to exert themfelves, by reprefenting that matters were not 
yet defperate, fince other armies had efcaped much greater 
dangers ; that they ought not to grieve immoderately for 
misfortunes which they had not occafioned ; that, if they 
had offended any god, his vengeance muft be fatiated by 
this time ^ that fortune, after having fo long favoured the 
enemy, would at laft be tired of perfecuting them, &c. 
Above all, he infifted upon their marching in good order, 
fince, by a prudent and courageous retreat, which was 
now become their only refource, they might not only 
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favc themfelvcs, but their cou6try, and lenable it to re- 
cover its former fplendor ". 

• The hopes of the dcfponding army being fomewhat re- 
vived by thefe exhortations, they mardiifttf oiit in two bo- 
dies, both drawn up in the form of a phalanx. The van 
was led by Nicias, and the rear by Demofthenes, wi4 
the baggage in the centre. They forced their pafiage over 
the river Anapus, notwithftanding tjie vigorous oppofitifti 
they met with ; but, being every day haraffcd^ by the Sy- 
racufan horfe and bow-men, who were continually dfc 
charging {bowers of darts upon them, and finding 2lU the 
paffages guarded, fo that^they were obliged to difpute every 
inch of their way, they began again to defpond. Nicias 
offered the enemy battle ; but Hermocratcs an<f Gyiippos, 
not caring to engage men whom defpair made ihvfncfbie, 
retired as foon as they faw them drawn up in battalia \ but, 
when they began to proceed on their march, attacked their 
rear with the utmoft fury. 

Demofthenes and Nicias, feeing the miferable condidon 
to which the army was reduced (for many were daily 
wounded, and, beHdes, they wanted provifions, the ene- 
my having laid wafte the whole country through which 
they were to pafs), refolved to alter their route ; and, in- 
ftead of purfuing their march for Cataoa, to turn towards 
the fea, and make the bed of their way for Camarina and 
Gela. Accordingly, having lighted a great many fires in 
their camp, they retired in the dead of the night. The 
van-guard, led by Nicias, kept together, and advanced in 
good order; but half the rear, commanded by Demofthe- . 
nes, fell into great confufion ; and loft their way. How- 
ever, they got early in the morning to the fea-fide ; hot 
could have no advice of the reft of the army. In the 
mean time, the Syracufans, having intelligence of their 
march, followed them by break of day, and came up with 
Demofthenes about noon. The Athenians were then m 
fome diforder, as not fufpefting the enemy could overtake 
them fo foon. The Syracufans failed not to take advan- 
tage of their confufion ; and, immediately charging with 
their cavalry, forced them into a narrow pafs, and there' 
furrounded them on all fides. Demofthenes, feeing there 
were no hopes of efcaping, after having fought from n 
to night, thought it advifeable to fave the lives of fo many| 
brave men by capitulating. Accordingly, having ftip 
lated that neither he, nor any of his mtn^ ihould be pot^ 
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to death, or fentenced to peipetual imprisonment, they, 
all, to the number of fix thoufand, laid down their arms 
and furrendered °^ 

Nicias arrived the fame evening at the river Erineu$A' If Idas 
which he croffed, and encamped on an eminen<;e^ wherc^ greyly ha- 
the enemy came up with hini the next day, and fumn^oned ^fi^^^ ^''. 
him to furrender> as Demoiihenes had done. Nicias, not> 
believmg what thev told him of his collegue, obtained 
l^aye to fend a horleman to enquire the truth. XJ^pon the 
return of the meffenger, being informed that Demofthenes 
had really. furrex?dered, he flent a herald to. tjie enemy's, 
camp, offering to pay. the whole charges of the war, upon 
condition that he.; was allowed to leave the country with 
all bis forces, But,^this propofal being reje£ted, the ene-. 
my attacked him with great vigour ; and the *AthenianS|, 
though ti^ed with their long marches, and faint with 
hunger, ftood their groupd,^ till night put an end to the 
combat* When all things, feenied qiiieit, Nicias com*, 
jnanded hi^ men to file off in filence y for he was there 
in want of all neceffaries : but they no fooner took up 
their ai:ms, th^n the advanced-guards of the Syracufans 
gave the alarm ; whereupon the Athenians, feeiilg them- 
le.^yes difcovered, remajned there, all night* However, 
tl^ree hundred of them broke through the enemy's guards, 
ancl marched as far as they could that night. At break of 
c^y,^ Nicias mirfued his march, being galled all the way 
by (hpwers of darts^ When they arrived at the river Afi- 
narus, they ruflied into it, without any order, every one 
ftriving to get over firft } and, in that confuiion, the Sy- 
racufan cavalry, advancing full gallop into the river, trod 
many of them down with their horfes, cut others ii]^ pieces, 
and made fuich a dreadful havock of thofe unfortunate 
men, while they were not in a condition to make any re- 
fiftance, that the Afinarus was, for many miles, dyed 
\jrith their blood. On this occafion,. above eighteen thou- Gnat 
(knd Athenian^ were, by the mercilefs Syracufansiji in- /Imvgkterrf 
humanly butchered. Nicias, with a fmall body that cf- ^" *"^" 
caped the flaughter, and kept togeiher, being hemmed 
in on all fides, furrendered, not to the Syracufans, but to Nicias ' ' 
Gylippus, hoping to meet with better treatment from him, forctdu 
than from the Syracufans. The only condition he alked I^^^^^^* 
was, that their lives (hould beJpared ; which being grant- 
ed, they threw down their , arms, and furrendered. After 
this capitulation, the Syracufans detached feveral finall 
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bodies of horfe to all parts ; and thefe took the three liun. 
dred, who had forced their way through the guards the 
night before, with many others, whom they found ftrag" 
gling in the fields ; fo that, out of fo numerous an army, 
▼ery few had the ^ood fortune to efcapc either death or 
fcrvitudc ^ 

The Syracufens, upon this fucccfe, having ereSed two 
trophies, and fixed to them the arms of the two captire 
generals, returned to the city, which they entered in tri- 
umph, amidft the loud and joyful acclamations of their 
fellow-citizens, who flocked from all quarters to be fpec- 
tators of fo glorious a fight. The whole city returned 
thanks to the gods in the moft folemn manner, for having 
aufpicioufly ended the greateft war they h^d ever hccn en^ 
gaged in, and put a period to their calamities with a £§-- 
nal and complete viftory ^. 
^he t^tm^ The next day, an aflembly was called, to determine 
hly in Sy the fate of the captives ; when Diodes, a man of great 
^^^1 •''' ^ft^c"^ ^"^ authority among the people, was of opinion, 
thii^fentU that the two Athenian generals (hould be firft whipped 
mtnts tan* with rods, and then put to death ; that the reft ihould be 
cirning thg ftut up in the quarrics, and there allowed only two fmall 
frifinerj, meafures pf flour, and one of water, a day ; and that the 
inhabitants of the ifland, who had joined them, (hould 
be fold for flaves. This opinion was ftrenuoufly oppofed 
by Hermocrates, to whom the Syracufans were chiefly 
indebted for their late viftory. He was a man highly es- 
teemed for his eminent probity and juftice ; but, never- 
thelefs, fo incenfed was the multitude again ft the Atheni- 
ans, that they would notfufFerhim to continue his fpeech. 
Hermocrates being thus interruped by the ihouts and cla- 
mours which echoed from all parts of the aflembly, a 
venerable old man, named Nicolaus, who had loft in 
this war two fons, the only heirs to his name and eftate, 
rofe up, fupported by two of bis fervants. He no fooner 
offered to fpeak, than there was a profound filencc, no 
one doubting but he would pronounce a bitter invcftivc 
againft the prifoners. Nicolaus, feeing the eyes of the 
whole multitude fixed upon him, in a moft pathetic fpeech 
fued for their pardon ; and the people feemed to be moved 
to compafllion : but the enemies of the Athenians expa- 
tiating on their inveterate hatred to the Syracufans, and 
the many calamities which thev had brougnt upon them, 
the* people returned to their former refolution, and fol- 
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lowed the advice of Diocles. The generals were firft Hngini- 
whipped, and then put to death ; all compaffionate men ^^^^ whif^ 
bewailing the hard lot of two fuch illuftrious perfonages, ^^*4fjt*fj 
efpecially of Nicias, who, of all men of his time, leaft 
deferved to be brought to fo great a degree of mifery (U). 
The other prifoners were thruft down into the quarries, *rhthard 
"where, crouded upon one another, they fufFered inex- fatt^fthe 
preffible miferies for the fpace of eight months. Tliey •^^'^^"- 
were there continually expofed to the inclemencies of the ^^^^** 
air, and alterations of the weather; fcorched in the day- 
tin>e by the burning rays of the fun, and frozen in the 
ni^^hts oy the colds of autumn ; poifoned by the ftench of 
their own excrements, and the bodies of thofe who died 
of their wounds, aijd lay together in heaps ; in fine, tor- 
mented with hunger and thirft, their allowance being 
fcarce fufficient to keep them alive. Mod of them died 
of the hardfliips they fuffered 5 others were taken out of 
the quarries, and, being fold for flaves> met with more 
generous treatment from their mafters, who, moved with 
compaflion, and thinking they had already fufficiently 
atoned for any fault they coul4 be guilty of, rcftored them 
to their ancient liberty. 

Such was the ifliie of this war, after it had lafted near Yr. of Fl. 
three vears, and coft the Athenians an immenfe treafurc, ^ 'Pch 
"Without their reaping any thing from it but fliame and dif- . , ' 
honour. The Syracufans rewarded their allies, efpecially , 

the Lacedaemonians^ with great part of the fpoils ; what 
remained was divided among their own foldiers, and hung 
up in their temples, as monuments of the vi£lory they had 
obtained by the powerful affiftance of the deities wpHhip- 
cd there. Gylippus, on his return to Lacedscmon, was 
accompanied by five-and^thirty Syracufan gallies, which 

(U) Thucydides fays, that tells us, that Gyltppus, feeing 

Gylippus pleaded their caufe the people greatly affected by 

with a great deal of eloquence, the fpeech of Nicolaiit, and 

out of gratitude with regard to inclined to pardon the captives, 

Nicias, who, after the over- effaced the good impreflions 

throw which the Lacedsmoni- he had made in their minds, 

ans received at Pylus, had per« and, by a mod bitter invec- 

fuaded the Athenians to re- tive againft the Athenians, 

ilore the captives to their li- which our hillortan recites at 

berty ; out of generoiity with length, fb prejudiced the af- 

refpe^ to Demodhenes, who fembly againfl the generals, 

had ever been a profelTed ene- that they were immediately put 

my to the Spartans. On the to death. 
otiier hand, Diodorus Siculus 
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were to be'employed, under the condu£l of He"rmoiraie8, 
againft the Athenians; but this fleet was entirely defeated 
*" * f"-engagenjcnt near Aby<fus, and the commander! 
obliged to return to the defence of their owh couiitrf, 
which was foori involved in a new war. 

The Egeftines, who had called the Athenians into Sidlr, 
and adhered to them during the wWe coutfe of tKewar, 
dreading the refentment of the iSyracufins, anil^ being 
anew attached by the Selinuntmes, who laid claim to gitS 
part of their territories, had recoiirfe to the CartbaKlnians, 
o<Fenng to pyt their city into their hands, anddeyanne. 
that thcv had rather live fubjea to Cifthage than to Syft' 
CBfe^ After their ambaradors had deUvered this melTairc 
to the fcnate, the Carthaginians were greatly perptcxcA, 
Ononefi^e, they were defiroas of getting' foot ag&in in 
Sicily, and ppffeffing themfelvea' of t city! whiclTkY fo 
convenient for then,: On' t;he , other, they feared' the 
PT*"- 'J'^ S;jrracufans, who h^ latfelyobtaiiied fo fig. 
"?' ^.V^^jy ''y^l the ■ Atheriiails,' and . Would affift their 
f "^'fP/.l"'." *c Selinuntine^. - At laft,' tlie defire of en- 
larging their dominions prevailed, and the Egeftines Vere 
promifed fucfours, But. before the Carthaginians came 
J.°..^" <*P«".^".i«"'-e, they attempt^ to fow feeds of divi- 
fion between tlie Selmuntines and Syracufans. With this 
view, they fent, ambafladors to Syracufe, entVeatiiig that 
cify to conjp^fe the differences o/the contending Parils 
rj^A'^rTi ^^1."f '■V"'^'' "Wige the Seliriuntfnes to 
T t- 1"" u^''"^'^"^*,*''"' portion of the lands in quef- 
&T?K I '.''/y^^°^¥ '^^^^ fit to allow them. Tbev' 
-ho^M,' that, ,f the Selmuntines' fliould decTJne the arhr: 

^■^T^-a-^Hf ^Facufans, that Would occa/Jon ataifan- 
dfrftandmg between the two citres; whence theSyracii- 
fans^i^ould nptjhink themfelves, obliged to Jend Jiyaf- 
fiftance to the Selmunfines, who h^d refufed'thefr Irb- 
^§Z¥^ the Selinuntines have,: the confidence to S- 

H reTeftln^Th^r^'"';- '^^''^'^ ^^^ '^^' ^^'^^'^^ *«"> 
Dy rejecting their mediation. 

r,'.f,!il' • '7-^'- °^ ^""f^ policy Jid not fucceed \ thiSyn- 

the Selinuh^n;"'''Pl? ^^"-"^^^ °®"« '» •>"» ^^Z 
,,^n r . "n«"ll'ng to come to an accottimodatioi 
upon the terms they proprtfed, and remembering their 
eminent fervices during the late' war. they would SeiS 

their alliance. Hereupon the Carthaginians, being re- 
folvedto get poffeffion of Egefta, fent to the fiSin^ 
five thoufand men from Africa, and eight hundrS from 

Campania. 
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C^lmpania. The latter had been hired by the Chafcidians \ 
to affift the Atheniai|s' againft' the Syracufans ^ but, after 
their overthrow, failing -back to Campania, remained* 
there, in hopes that fome ftate might foon ftand in need 
of their affiftance. Accordingly, tF\e Carthaginians took ' 
them into their fervice, bought them horfe's, and placed' 
them in garrifon.at Egefta. Thefe, in coojunftion with' 
the fivie thoufand Alricans, unexpeftedly attacking the 
Selinuntines, ptit them to flight, killed a' thoufand of^ 
them on the fp^t, and took all their baggage; Upon this Thg Egif^ 
rupture between the two cities, both difpatched amba&a- ^'»'^ %»« 
dors to folicit fuccotirs fronj their confederates j the Se-^^"*'^'"' 
lipuntines from the Syraciifaris, and the Egfeftines from, 
the Carthaginians ', whiA being p/briiifed '^ on both fides,; 
a dreadful war broke otii'betweeh the Egeftines and Car- 
thaginians on one hanJd, and' the Selinuntines and Syra-' 
cufans on the other. . ^ , ^ ,'.,,,; 

The<]!arthaginians, (breteAng thS greathefs ot the;in- rA^/T^r. 
dertaking they ydfe to^enSbark in, committed the whole ' '%««'«»* 
nianagement of thfe^y^r to Hannibar, empowering him to J*^^ '^^'^ 
xiife what forces he thought proper. Hfe was grandfon to l^j^^gj^' 
Hamilcar,! who had been defeated and killed by Gelon' 
before Himera, " atid fori to Gifco, who, being banifhed his ' 
country,] had' retired to Selinus, where he died for want , 
of neceiljaries. As he bore, therefore^ a natural hatred 
to all the Greeks,' an^ was .defirous to wipe off, by his 
©wii' valour, the difgr^ce of that defeat, which he confi- 
defdd as a ftain upon his family, he was indefatigable all 
that fummer, and the. enfuing winter, in raifing forces, . 
not only in Africa^ but in Spain arid Italy, and making' 
the other necefl&ry preparations ; infomuch,' that in the, 
beginning of thtfprin^^'he had nolels tKan three hundred 
tSbufapd men under his ftaridard. Thefe, befidesan im- 
mciilc ftdfe of prbyifions^ engines, arms, with all other 
thirigs' neceffary for fucti an'undertakitig^ he put on board 
fixty .long gallics, and fifteen hundred tranfports; and 
fcftihg fail, as foon as the feafon would allow,^ croffed the 
fci;*arid landed faffe at a place called the Well of Lily- HaHnikd, 
hiihml where the city, of Lilybaeum was afterwards built. *f»ifoncf 
After he had landed his forces he caufed all his fhips to be 9'^^!^"^ 
drawh'alhore, for fear of giving umbrage to the Syracu- SiUnujig^ 
fans J and then, befng joined by the Egeftines, marched Jieggdhy . 
to Selinus, which city he invefted, and began to batter the Car- 
the walls with incredible fury. The Selinuntines, who thaginians. 
were the only people in Sicily that had joined the Cartha- 
ginians againft Gelbh^ didf not think they would have 
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come to fuch extremities ; and therefore were, at firftr 
(truck with great terror. However, as they expefted 
fpeedy fuccours from Syracufe, and other confederate 
cities, they all united as one man, and made a vigorous 
defence ; even the women and children, regardlefs of 
danger, appeared on {he ramparts, ready to facrlfice their 
lives in the defence of their country '. 

As the walls*were inceflantly battered by the rams, and 
other warlike engines, a breach was foon opened ; and 
the firft who entered it were the Campanians, from an 
ambition of diftinguiihing themfelves above the reft ; but 
they were repulfed with great lofs, as were the Africans 
and Spaniards whom Hannibal fent to fupport them. The 
fight lafted from noon till night, when Hannibal founded 
the retreat. In the mean time the Selinuntines fent ex- 
prefles to Agrigentum, Gela, and Syracufe, acquainting 
them with the ftate of affairs. The Agrigentines and 
Geleans immediately ^rmed their troops, but waited for 
the Syracufan auxiliaries, with a de(ign to attack the ene- 
my with united forces. The Syracuums, likewife, with- 
out delay, drew together what forces they could aflemblc ; 
but as they did not think them fufHcient to relieve effec- 
tually the befieged, whom they apprehended to be in no 
imrninent danger, they put off their march for feme days, 
till they fliould get together a ftronger force. But Han- 
nibal, as foon as it was light, renewing the aflault, pof- 
feflcd himfelf of the breach which had been made the day 
before, and of another, which his rams had opened, near 
it : from thence, charging the befieged, he obliged them 
to give ground ; but could not put them in diforder, nor 
enter the city. Many fell on both fides ; but the Car- 
thaginians were conftantly fupplied with frefti men; 
whereas the Selinuntines had none to relieve ftem, being 
all employed at once in defending the breaches. Thus 
the affault was daily renewed, for the fpacc of nine days, 
with incredible flaughter. 

At length the befieged, being tired out, the Iberians, 
after a long conteft, lodged themfelves on the ramparts* 
From thence they advanced into the city ; but finding aU 
the ftreets and paffages barricadoed, and being, at the 
fame time, galled by (bowers of tiles and (tones thrown by 
the women from the tops of the houfes, they were oblig- 
ed to retire to the ramparts. Next day they returned to 
tlie charge very early, and, by continually pouring fre(h 
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men into the city, forced the Selinundnes to abandon the 
narrow ftreets, and purfued them into the market-place, 
where they made a ftand, and were all, to a man, cut in 
piecesl Two thoufand fix hundred had, by the favour of 
the night, made their efcape to Agrigentum, before the 
enemy had forced the narrow paffes ; fo that there was 
QOt a man left alive in the city. The Carthaginians, 
ranging in all parts without reftraint, rifled the houfcs, 
then fet fire to them, and either threw into the flames the 
women and children they found, or, dragging them into 
the ftreets, put all, without diftinftion, to the fword. 
Neither did this carnage fatiate their inhuman cruelty. Barbarity 
which they carried fo far as to mangle, in a barbarous of the Car* 
manner, even the dead bodies, feme of them carrying thagimans^ 
^bout numbers of heads tied round their girdles, and 
others, out of oftentation, bearing the heads of the flain 
on the points of their fwords and fpears. The city was 
razed, two hundred and fifty years after it had been built ; 
and the few woipen and children, who outlived this fatal 
day, were carried away captives. Thofe who fled to 
Agrigentum, were received there with great humanity 
and tendernefs, and abundantly fupplied with all nece^- 
fariesout of the public (lores* (W). 

Hannibal, having thus taken ^nd d^molifhed Selinus, Himera 
inaf^hed with all his army to Himera, extremely defirous bfMgfd, 

' piod. Sic. ibid. 

(W) A few days after the their ornaments. The Syra- 
city was .taken, three thoufand cufans, not fatisfied with this 
8yracufans arrived at Agri* anfwer, fent a fecond embafly ; 
g^ntum, on their march to and, on that occafion, employ- 
^he relief of Selinus ; but, un- ed one Etnpediones of Selinus, 
derfUnding that the city was who had always been of the ^ 
taken, they fent ambafladors Canhaginian party, and ad* 
tto Hannibal, to treat of the vifed the citizens to open their 
redemptionof the captives, and gates to them, when they firjQ; 
to beg of him that he would at appeared before the city. Han- 
lead (pare the temples. Han- nibal received him with great 
nibal anfwered, that fince the demonftrations of kindnefs, 
Selinuntines had not been able reflored his efbte, pardoned 
to defend their own' liberty, all* thofe prifoners who were 
they deferved to be treated any way related to him, and 
)ike ilaves ; and that the gods, permitted the others, who had 
provoked at their wickednefs, fled to Agrigentum, to return, 
nad forfaken both the city and and people the city a-neiv, 
temples ; whence it would be upon paying to the Carthagi- 
|io iacrilege to firip them of mans an annual tribute* 

to 
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to revenge, on that city, the death of his |randfatncr Ha?* 
milcar, who had been flain by Gelon,' with a hundred and 
fifty thoufand Carthaginians. On his march he was join- 
ed by twenty thoufand Siculi and Sicani, whom he fent, 
with the main body of the army, to lay fiege to the city^ 
while he, with a body of forty thoufand men, gncampe4 
at a fmall di (lance frojn it. The Syracufans had fent four 
thoufand men to th6 affiftance of the. Hitnere^AiS, under 
the conduft of Diodes, before the city was invefted \ and. 
the other confederates had likewife ferjt w:Vat troops thej 
cfould well fpare; wherefore the mnaDitants, cncouragie4 
by thefe fuccours, aiid dreading to undergo the, fame fate^ 
gfatisa as the Selinuntines, made a moft vigorous defence. The 
vtJoroM9 Carthaginians made feveral breaches in the^wai/y but 
4ijtnc€' vrere conftantly repulfed for feveral days fiicceiBi.vely, with* 
out being able to gain an inch of ground.^ Tl)is obffinacy,^ 
on the part of the befieged, did not a littV. ciifcourage the 
enemy, notwithftanding their late fygcefs at Selinu^i 
which the Himereans obferving, made a fally with ten 
thoufand men, cut^many of the Carthaginians in pieces, 
and put the whole army to flight,^ purfuing theni, with 
great flaughter, to the hill where ^anriiba^was encamped. 
That general, feeing his/army in confufiori, baftened to 
their relief j upon which theba^tle was renewed^ and con* 
tinued for fome hours, viftory' inclining to neither fide. 
At length the Himereans, being overpowered with num- 
bers, gave ground 5 but three thouiand of them kept their 
ppft^, and covered the rcti'eat of their . coinpanionSj fuf- 
taiining the Ihock of the whole Ca'rthagiiiian army, by 
which, however, they were all flain upon the fpbt. 

After this engagement twenty-five gallies apjpeared off 
Himera, and a report was fpread all oyer the city, and 
the enemy's camp, that the Syracufans, with' all their 
forces, were coming to the relief of tfie citj. Hereupon 
Hannibal, having put the jBowerof his tr6p|)s onboard his 
gallies, prepared tofail f9r Syracufejjioging'.tprfui'p rife the 
city, ' now that it wanted, as he fuppQfed,Jufficient forces 
X.Q defend it : but thofe gallies proved to be the remainder 
of the fleet, which the Syracufans had fent fome time 
before to the aid of the Lacedaemonians. A& they touched 
at Himera, Diodes, commander in chief of ^the Syracufan 
auxiliaries there, advifed them to foil with all fpeed to 
Syracufe, left Hannibal' Ihould make any attempt uj)on 
Tart of'the that city. He thought it alfo advifable to leave Himera, 
r^urn^'" and, with one half of his forces, to xeturii to Syracufe in 
ftom^Hi' ^^^ gallies, leaving the other halt behind, which he 
mtra* thought 
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tliought fufficient to refift, till he, after putting his own 
city in a ftate of defence, ihould return. This difpofition 
the beficged complained of ; Wt could riot prevail' iijpoh 
Diodes to alter his meafures. ' '7 * 

Upon his departure the Carthaginians redoubled their 
attadksi and battered t.Kc walls, night and day, without 
intermiflion. The befieged, believing the mips would 
return fpedily, were indefatigable in defending the walll, 
repairing the breaches, and repulfing tfhe enemy. Thus 
they oppofed, againft the repeated affaults iaria ufmoft 
efforts of above fliree hundred thpufand men, till the day 
the fleet appeared, when the Carthaginians, fummoning 
all their courage and refolution, gave a general aflault. 
By dint of number they bore all before them, drove the Himera 
citizens from the ramparts, and entered the city fwprd in taken and 
hand. There is no fort of cruelty which the barbarous ^^^'^^ 
Carthaginians and Iberians did not praftife on this occa- ^h^Carf 
lion : aH they rhet, without regard to fex or age, were tkagmianst 
inhumanly murdered ; and the flaughter was fo mercilefs, 
that the channels in the ftreets flowed with blood. After 
they had plundered the temples and houfes, and levelled 
the city with the ground, Hannibal caufed three thoufand , 
of the captives to be carried to the place where his grand- 
father had been defeated and killed by Gelon's cavalry, 
and, after expoiing them to the infults' of his barbarians, 
caufed them to be cruelly maflTacred *. 

Thus ended this campaign ; after which Hannibal, dif- 
rnifling the Siculi and confederates, and difbanding the 
Campmians, em'barked his troops, an^ fet fail for Africa. 
When he arrived at Carthage, the whole city went out to 
meet him, a^d jreceived him with loud and joyful accla- 
mations. 

About this time difturbances arofe in Syracufe, occa- HertM" 
fioned by the return of Hermocrates. This brave officer ^';«'« ^«* 
}iad fignalized himfelf in the war againft the Athenians, "'A^* 
and had been afterwards fent, with a fleet of thirty-five 
gallies, as we have mentioned above, to the aid of the La- 
cedaemonians. During his abfence, the contrary fa£lion, 
headed by Diodes (X), prevailing, he was tried, and, 

without 

t Diod. Sic. ibid. 

(X) Diodes was a man of and the majgiilrates, contrary 
great authority attlong the peo- to the ancient cuftom, chofen 
pie. By his advice the form by lot. He alfo ihftitutcfd laws 
of government was altered af- for the Syracufans, Which were 
tcr the firft Carthaginiwx war, obf^rved noj only in the city of 

Syracufe, 
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without fo much as being heard, condemned to baniih- 
ment. As he was a man of great probity, and had, on 
all occafions, been very ferviccable to his country, many 
of the citizens fought to have him recalled, knowing that 
his enemies had prevailed on the ungrateful multitude to 
banifh him, merely on account of his virtue, which gave 
Attmpts to them no fmall umbrage : but all their endeavours proving 
TitMrm fy unfuccefsful, Hermocrates returned into Sicily 5 and, hav- 
^Vttl^ ing raifcd an army of fix thoufand men by the advice of 
^ his friends, he advanced to Syracufe, and furprifed one 

of the gates of the city ; but the adverfe party, run- 
ning to arms, and furioufly attacking his fmall army, cut 
moft of them in pieces, and flew Hermocrates himfeJf, 
All thofe, who had declared in his favour, were condejnn- 
ed to perpetual banifliment, and, amongfl the reft, his 
fon-in-law Dionyfius, who made the Syracufans pay dear 
for the excefl'es they committed on this occafion ®. 
T^# Car- The late fuccefs of the Carthaginians in Sicily revived 
thagintwu the defign which they had ever entertained^ of fubduing 

TttntH t9 

Sicily* tt Diod. Sic. ibid, 

Syracufe, but in moft of the this law, fome of the neigh- 
free ftates of Sicily, Diocles houring people having inradcd 
being highly efteemed by all the territories of Syracufe, 
for his wifdom and probity. Diocles put on his armour to 
Others, after his time, made march out asainft them ; but 
laws, namely, Cephalus, who in the mean time a tumult arif- 
flouriflied under Timoleon; and ing in the court, he haftened 
Polydorus, who wascontempo- thither to appeafe it with his 
rary with Hiero ;^ but thefe fword by his fide ; which one 
were only called interpreters there prefent obferving, cried 
of the law, which was writ- out, that he tranfgreflid the 
ten in fqch obfolete language laws which he himfelf had 
as was hardly underftood : the made* Whereupon Diodes, 
title of law-giver was bellowed drawing his fw9rd, anfweied, 
upon none but Diocles. He that be would confirm them 
Is faid to have been a man of with his blood ; and ran him- 
an inexorable nature, and great felf through in the court. Af- 
feverity. Among the many ter his death divine honouri 
laws he made, one was, that if were paid to him, and a tem- 
any man came armed into the pie ereded to his memory, 
court where the public aflem- which was afterwards pulled 
blies were held, he ihould be down by Dionyfius, when he 
put to death, even though he furrounded the city with a new 
had done it inadvertently. Not wall (i). 
long after the publication of 

(1) Diod, Sic* lib. xiii« cap. 4* 

the 
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the whole ifland. With this view, they began to make 
new preparations, and raife another army, committing 
the whole management of the war to the fame Hannibal : 
but, as he pleaded his great age, and fhewed himfelf un- * 
-willing to take upon him the command, and return to 
Sicily, they joined in commiffion with him Imilcar, the 
fon of Hanno, one of the fame family. Thefe generals, 
being plentifully fupplied with money, and impowered to 
raife what forces thqy thought neceffary for fo great an 
undertaking, not only made great levies at home, but fent 
officers, with large fums, into Spain, Italy, Libya, Sardi- 
nia, and the Balearic iflands, to hire numerous bodies of 
mercenaries. When all their forces were muftered at 
Carthage, the army was found to confift of three hundred 
thoufand chofen men, as Ephorus informs us ; but Timxus 
fays, that they amounted only to a hundred and twenty 
thoufand, or thereabouts. All things being ready, the 
troops were embarked in a thoufand tranfports, which, 
under the convoy of a numerous fqua4ron of gallies, ar- 
riving fafe in Sicily, landed on« the coaft of Agrigentum, 
and marched direftly to that city ^. 

The Syracufans, and their confederates, had fent am- 
bafTadors to Carthage, to complain of the late hoftilities 
committed again ft them by Hannibal, and perfuade the fe- 
hate to forbear fending any troops into Sicily. But the 
Carthaginians returning a doubtful anfwer to this embafly, 
the Syracufans had put themfelves in a pofture of defence, 
and were prepared to give the enemy a warm reception ; 
the Agrigentines efpecially, expefting this great ftorm 
would firft difcharge itfelf upon them, had carefully pro- 
vided all things neqeffary for the fuftaining of a long fiege, 
following the direftions of Dexippus, the Laceda&monian, 
an officer of great courage and experience. Hannibal, 
on his arrival before the city, fent ambaiTadors to the 
Agrigentines, inviting theni either to join him, or (land 
neuter, declaring he would be fatisfied with either, and 
forbear all. hoftilities, if they only agreed to a treaty of 
amity and friendfhip. But both propofals being rejefted, A^rigm* 
Imilcar and Hannibal, after having viewed the walls, ^'J'" 
and found a place where they thought a breach might be J^'&^**^ 
made, began to batter them with incredible fury. 

But the defence was no lefs vigorous than the attack : but makes 
the beiieged, in the firft fally they made, burnt all the ^vigorous 
enemy's engines, deftroyed the towers they had raifed ^f^^^'' 
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agaipft the city ; aad^ after havipg made a great ilaughltcr 
in the camp> returned in good drder^ . Hereupon Hanni- 
bal commanded all .tlie tombs, and (lately mohumentS} 
^near Agrigentum, to be demol^ib^dj and mounts 'to be 
.raifed with the rubbifh as high as the walls. Soon after 
the plague broke out in the army/ and, in a {hdrttioie, 
hamihtH carried off a great number of the folcliers, and the geneFpI 
dit$. himfelf(Y). 

n ^ ^ ^ In the mean time the Syracjifans, having raifed an 

€Mfimjend army of above thirty thoiifand* foot, and five tEoufand 

an army to . horfe, fent them to the relief of the befieged, under tfie 

ihtreUif command of Daphneus. Iniilcar, upon intelligence pf 

y^ '*'*'• their approach, detached all' the,ilberians arid CamiKinians, 

^^' * wkh forty thoufand CarthaginianSy enjoining ^tbem to 

engage the enemy in the plains of the river Himerai. . Put" 

fuant to his orders the Syracufans were ' attacked a few 

hours after they had paffed tKe^ river, as they were* al- 

vancing in good order through thofe large plains, towards 

.Agrigentum. The difpute was .iharp, and the viiftorya 

long time doubtful, the enemies^' being far fuperior in 

' number to the Syracufans : but at length the latter we(C 

•ivJItf </#/>a/. vi£^orious, and purfued the Carthaginians, witt great 

thiCar- flaughter, to Ihe walls of Agrigentum. Upoh the ap- 

tkaj^tmaMj. ^yq^^q^ gf the Syracufans, tbat boify which was carrying 

on the fiege, abandoning their pofts, faved themfelves 6y 

flight; to Imilcar's camp, which' was pitched oif the neigli- 

* bouring hills. Daphneus purfued them in good prtfir, 

) \vith a defign to attack the camp ; tut finding it ftrongly 

] fortified, he thought ic more advifeable to guard all. Ac 

avenues leading to it with his' cavalry 5 and oblige the ciic- 

^keCar- my either to pisrifli with famine, or come out of tficir 

Mtf^/»/flw ' lines, and venture an engageraeftt/ Accordingly,"* alTthc 

Tiducedto ' paiTages being blocked ijpj'and'' the 'convoys intercepted, 

' (Y) ThfjCarthaginian footh- Carthaginians. . By his orders 

^.fayers interpreted , this dil^fler ^^ep^unelikewifewasajppe^fed, 

as a punifhment inflided hy and feveral prieiFs thrown into 

the gods in revenge of the in- 'the'fea, as the mofi^'pleafing 

, . ' juries done to the dead. Where- Viftims t6 that deity. ^ liii^car 

fore Imilcar, ' in wHon) the fiiaVing, as ' he imagined, by 

' Whole poiver \;^as now vefled, thefc* cruelties sftobfed for the 

ordered fupplications to be facril^ges of Hannibal, and pft- 

' made accoirding to the pra6llce c^fi^d'the godi, the 'afbults 

' iDf Qarlh^^e^ aiida' b(?y to be were renewed with mdre ▼»- 

i^crii^ce^ to Siaturn, in com- .' gour' tBan ever, and the city 

piistnce" with a cuflom which reduced to great flraits.' 

had long obtained among the 

that 
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thdt ttu^ierous army \y;#$ foon brought to fuch ftraits, that 
the Campanians^ 9n4. -other mercenaries^ began to mu- 
tiny; and going in ^ body to Imilcar's tent, threatened to 
join the eaemy, if they had not their ufual allowance of 
l)read. The generaJa with difficulty, prevailed upon them c 
Co bear patiently their prefent want for a few days, aiTur^ 
ing them they fteuld' ht very foon plentifully fupplied 
. with, all forts of prQvifions. ; 

He had been informed;, that the Syracufan$ were thei^ 
ioadtiig many ihips witb ^arn, to be fent to Agrigentum | 
anti did not doubt but lie Should intercept the convoy, th^ 
•iiyracufans. not fufpe6^ilig that he would attempt any 
tbtfig^by fea. Accordingly he difpatched meffengers to 
Motja and Fanormu$« where his fleet l^y, enjoining th^ 
coniaiapdets to man tb« gallies with all poflible expedi^ .. 
tiocix <ahd lie in wait, at «ft aippointed pUce, for the Ihlps Inttrttpt . 
that wcix to bring the provifions. His orders were put theSyracu* 
in.caeeijCwms ?ind for^y gallics being fpecdily equipped, -^J '/A 
the Syracufan fleeti . t?pnjSfting of fixty tra^fports, iadeii pr^^'^ns. 
^itfa Gorn^ andallf^ta of provifions, was. intercepted. As 
this junexpeded relief, gdVe the Cartbagaiians freih cou-? ^ 
lage, fo it greatly; .'difbeartetied the Agrigentines, who • » 
having held out for ^he.fpace of eight months, were i^^. 
great want of all thihg^ ^nd without J^opes of being re* Agrigen* 
lieved fo fpeedily as their prefent neceffity required. Eight ^^J^if- 
htindred Campanians, wllb had fofmerly fervcd uhder *^%f-f^ 
Hannibal, but were now in the fen^tcfe ef the Agrigeri-* pr^ifimh 
tih6s, obferving the d6fperate cbndttioh thfe city wsis re- 
duced to, went over ift a body to thfe 'Carthaginiani: 
Uexippuis, the Lacedaemonian, was faiid to have beeti 
bribed with fifteen talents by the Carthaginians, and to 
have advi fed the Campanians, and qther Italian mercp- 
nacies, toi defert, fince they were likely. to be ftarved ia 
the city, without the leaft profpe£t di rendering any f^^^ 
vice to thofe who had hired them. Thus the mercenarkf 
falling off, atid the inhabitants defpondifig for want of 
neccffaries, a council of war was furtMnotttd ; when M 
wa^ judged abfolutely im poflible to hold out, there not 
betng provifions enough in the public (lores to fupport thd 
(bldiery and people two days longer. Some were there- 
fore for attacking the Carthaginians in their camp ; other$ 
for abandoning the city, and tranfporting the inhabitants 
to feme place of fafety. This opinion prevailed j and th^ 
following night was nxed for their departure. 

This refolution, when publicly known, threw the whole 

city into the utmqflL confternation ; lamentable outcries 

VoL.VI. Cc ' were 
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were heard in every houfe ; and the grief and dread fk<ff 
^he inha* ^^^^ '^ feized with, in feeing thenrfelves obliged to aban- 
httanis don their native country, their goods and eftates, is not 
abandon to be expreflcd. They were inconfolahle to find tfaem* 
tki €iijf I felves ftript, at once of all their riches ; but as life was 
ilill dearer, and they expeft^d no mercy from fo cruel an 
enemy, they complied with the refolution, which had been 
taken in the council. "What above all grieved them, wai 
the neceffity they were under of leaving behind them the 
aged and (ick, who, they knew, would be treated by the 
enemy with the utmoft cruelty. Many could not aban- 
don their fick parents and relations ; they, therefore, 
ftayed behind, to comfort them «at their death, and then 
die by them ; the reft, being guarded by the Syracafan 
0n<tretirg troopS) marched out, and arrived fafe at Gela, wiiere 
t9^tla. ' they were received with great kindnefs and humanity, and 
plentifully fupplied- with all neceifaries, at the expence o{ 
the public. The Syracufans, afterwards, granted them 
. . the city of Leontini, and its rich territory. 
The Car- The Syracufan army was no footler retired, than Imil- 
tkagwians ^^y^ marching out of his trenches, entered the city, not 
^fmof >^»tbout (ome fear and jcaloufy ; and put all thofe he 
crutit\ in found in it to the fword, not fparing even fuch as fled to 
iAt city. the temples. Among thefe was Gellias (Z), a citizen fit- 

(Z) Gelliai was the riched: cellar in his houfe, which oui* 

citizen of Agrigentum, and is tained three hundred gnat 

faid to have built fevcral rooms veffels full of wine, each of 

in his hoi^fe, of an extraor- which held a hundred amphone. 

dinary fize, for public enter- This Gellias, as our author in- 

tainments, placing his fervants forms us, was of a very mean 

at the gates, and charging them prefence, but endowed widi 

to invite all thofe who paflTcd, extraordinary parts. Being 

to be his guells. Five hun- once fen t with the chara^r<x 

dred horfemen from Gela hap- ambaflador tothc Centuripines, 

jpening to pafs through Agri- when he appeared intheaifein* 

gentum in winter-time, he not bly, all who were prefcnt burft 

only entertained them with out in a loud laugh ; foridicu- 

great magnificence, but fur- lous was his afped. But Gd- 

niihed them all on their depar- lias told them, that they ought 

tijrc, as it was rainy weather, not to be furprifed at his mean 

with cloaks and coats out of figure and appearance, fince 

his wardrobe. Polyclitus, the the Agrigentines always lent 

hiitorian, as quoted by Diodo- the moft comely and handfome 

rus,- tells ud, that when he men to the nobleft cities, but 

ferved amohg the troops of to thofe that were inlignificant, 

Agrigentura, he faw a wine- fuch as bimfelf (i). 

(i) Diod. Sic. lib. xtii. cap. is. 

moas 
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MOus fot* his wealth and integrity, who feeing that the 
Carthaginians, without r^fpe&ing the gods, plundered 
their temples, murdered thofe who had taken fandluary in 
them, fet fire to the temple of Minerva, and confumed 
in the flames both himfelf and the immenfe richQS of that 
ftately edifice. However, the booty which the enemy 
found in the plac^, was prodigious, and fuch as miffht be 
expe£):ed in one of the moft opulent cities of Sicily, 
which contained two hundred thoufand iiihabitants, and 
had never before been plundered, or even befieged. Aa 
incredible number of pi£tures, vafes, and (latues, iiniihed 
by the greateft matters of thofe times, fell into the ene* 
my's hailds, the Agrigentines having an exquifite taftc 
for the polite arts* Amorig other curiofitics was the fa* 
mous bull of Phalaris, which was fent to Carthage p (A). 
Imilcar having thus gained the city, after an eight 
months (lege, a little before the winter folftice, did not ' 
prefently raze it, but there took up his winter-quarters, 
to give his army the neceflary refreihment. In the mean 
time, the deplorable fate of Agrigentum being ^ publicly 
known, the whole ifland was ftruck with terror; and 
many of the inhabitants, forfaking their native cities, fled 
to Syracufe, 6r retired with their families and effefts to 
Italy. Thofe yrho took fanftuary in Syracufe were 
treated with extraordinary kindnefs, and the chief men 
among them made free : among them were many 
Agrigentines, who filled the city with their complaints 
againft the Syracufan commanders, as if they had be- 
trayed Agrigentum into the enemy's hands. Thefe accu- 
fations raifed fuch diilurbances in Syracufe, as gave 
Dif)nyfius a fair opportunity of feizing on ^be fovereign 
powerj and depriving the inhabitants of that liberty which 
they had long abufed, and, by degrees, turned into licen- 
idoufnefs. The power of the populace was fo great, that 

p Diod. Sic. ibid* 

(A) Timseus endeavoured when he razed Carthage, about 

to prove in this hifloiy, as our two hundred and fixty years 

author tells us, that there ne- after the de(lru6tion of Agri* 

ver had been any fuch bull, gentutn, found, atnomg other 

and feverely cenfured the ere- things, this very bull, and re- 

dulity of thofe hifiorians who ilored it to the inhabitants of 

propagated (b ridiculous a fa* Agrigentum, where it was ilill 

ble. . But the truth of their to be f<ien when Diodorus wrote 

accounts was afterwards made hi&hiilpry ; that is, in the xeigQ 

plain; for Scipio Africanus, of Auguftus (i). 

(1) Diod. ibid. cap. 13. 

C C 2 the 
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the moft worthy citizens had either abandoned tbcir m 
tive country, or led at home a private life, through fear 
of raifing any jealoufy, or incurring their difpleafuic 
The eminent fer vices of their beft commanders 'were ofica 
rewarded with death or banifliment, the capricious mul- 
titude being led^ by their groundlefs fufpicions, to treat 
as enemies even thofe to whom they were indebted for 
their lives and fafety : but Dionydus fbiind means to curb 
their infolehce, and to punifh them as well for their 
cruelty towards ftrangers, as for their ingratitude towacds 
their own citizens. 
Dieryfius Dionyfius was a native of Syracufe, bom, according to 
prZut^ fome, of a noble and illuftnous family ; according to 
'^^ * others, of mean extradlion. He was one of thoie who 
accompanied Hermocrates, when he attempted to jetuni 
to Syracufe by force of arras, after he had been banifhed 
through the intrigues of his enemies. Hermocrates was 
killed in the attempt, and many of his friends were after- 
wards publicly executed. Dionyfius was dangerouAjr 
wounded, and the report of his death, purpofely fpread 
abroad by his relations, faved his life. When tfee war 
broke out, he: was, by the interceflion of his friends^ re- 
called, and diftinguifhed himfelf in the battle fought near 
Agrigentum, in a very paiticular manner. When tae Agri- 
gentines charged the Syracufaii officers with treactuery ; aod 
alleged, that they had been feduced by the Carthaginians 
withbribes to betray their country, Dionyfius fupportedthcir 
accufations, and even impeached the magiftratcs as keep- 
ing a fecret intelligence with the enemy, and attempting 
to introduce an oligarchy. His ^eech, wluch was le- 
velled agaiftft the wealthy and powerful citizens^ and 
therefore agreeable to the humour of the people, fet SSL 
the affehibly in a flame; the people, abeady inccafcd 
It chofen againft their commanders, being more exalperated by tlic 
pneofthi fp^ech of Dionyfius, forthwith deprived them of their 
g€Birau. commands, and named others in their room, among 
whom was Dionyfius, now as much efte.emed and favouipd 
by the populace, as he had been lately perfecuted and 
hated. Having gained this ftep to preferment, he begaa 
to confider how he might have his colleagues difplaced, 
and the Ifi^hole command of the army lodged m himfelf. 
With this view he never joined in any council of war 
with the other commanders, nor imparted to them hisre^ 
folutipris, giving out^ that be durft not truft'them, and 
that they had more at heart tbfeir own intereft than the 
welfare of the^r countnr. While he was thus by degrees 
paving his way to the thrqnr^ the moft prudent among the 
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citizens, being well apprifed of Bis ambitious defignsj com- 
plained oi his proceedings to the fenate and magiftrates, 
who fined him as a difturber of the public peace. Ac- 
cording to the laws, the fine was to be paid before he 
could ^eak in public, and Dionyfius was not in a con- 
dition to Jifcharge it. Hereupon Philiftus, the hiAorian, 
a man of great wealth, not only paid the fine, but en- 
couraged him to fpeak his fentiments freely, as became a 
zealous citizen, ofiermg to pay all the fines they ihould 
lay upon him. Dionyfms, thus fupported by the wealth 
of ^n opulent citizen, and the favour of the people, as 
fae was an eloquent fpe^ker, inveighed againft all thJfe, 
who, on account of their power and intereft, were in a 
condition, to obftruft his defigns, and by degrees brought 
them into difgrace with the people f. 

Another fcheme, which he formed, was attended with Cits the 
iall the fuccefs he could^have wilhed, and greatly ftrength- Syracmfi^ 
ened his party. There were, at that time, a great ^^^Y-""^/^ 
Syracufan exiles in Sicily, whom the faftion of the no- '* 
Wlfty had banifhed at different times, and under various 
pretences. Thefe Dionyfius looked upon as the mod 
proper fools for the execution of his defigns ; for he did 
not doubt but their gratitude to him, and their ha- 
tred againft thofe who had occafioned their misfortunes, 
would attach them to his party and intereft. Wherefore, 
in one of the aflemblies, that were then frequently held 
to deliberate on the ftate of affairs, he applied with his 
ufual addrefs to the people in behalf of the exiles. A de- 
cree had paffed for raifing a numerous body of troops to 
bppofe the progrefs of the Carthaginians, and the people 
were very uneafy on account of the expence which the 
new levies would amount to. Dipnyfius took advantage 
of this favourable junfture, and difpofition of the people. 
He reprefented, that it was abfurd and impolitic to bring 
troops from Italy and Peloponnefus at a great charge, 
>;irhen t^ey might be fupplied with excellent forces, with- 
out being at any expence ; that, if they recalled their own 
countrymen, who were difperfed all over Sicily, they 
would, by that kindnefs, oblige them to facrifice their 
lives in defence of thofe who reftored them to their former 
condition, &c. His fpeech had fuch an effe£): on the peo- 
ple, that a decree was immediately paffed in favour of the 
exiles. Many plainly perceived what he had in view, but 
none durft contradict him, knowing that he had gained 
fuch an afcendant over the people, that their oppofition 

7 Diodor. lib. iXiu cap. 12. Aridot. Polit* lib« v* cap. 6. 
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would not only prove inefle^lual, but incenfe the multi- 
tude againft them, and raife the reputation of DionyfiuSt 
to whom alone the exiles would be indebted for their le- 
turn. The decree was no fooner publifhed, than the exiles 
flocked from all parts to Syracufe *. 
^^11^ Jn the mean time the inhabitants of Gela, quarrelling 
ainong themfclves, implored the protection of Syracufi^ 
left the common enemy fliould take advantage of their 
^ifagreementy and> by th^ affiftance of one party, poflefs 
them felves of the city. Dionyfius immediately marched 
i^hither with two thoufand fpot, and four hundred horfe ; 
ani^ finding great confqflon in the place, occafioned by 
the unjuft prctenfions of the nobility over the people, he 
fided \i^itl) fhe latter, and caufed thofe to be put to death, 
whom the people condemned in their afTembly. Their 
eftates he confifcated and fold, and with the money 
ariiing from the fale paid the foldiers, who were m gar- 
fifon under Dexippus, their arrears, diftributing the over- 
plus among the troops that came with him from Syracufe. 
At the fame time he aflured them all, that their pay 
{hould be doubled; a promife which gai^ied him the 
hearts of the foldierv. The Galeans treated him with the 
higheft marl^s of idiftjnflioq, and^ven fent ambs^iTadors to 
Syracufe, to return their thanks for the important ferrice 
that city had dpne them, in fending thither Dionyfius. 

During his ftay at Gela, he endeavoured to gain over 
Dexippus to his views \ but not being able to perfuade 
the Lacedaemonian to come into his meafures, he marched 
back to Syracufe with all his fprces, promifing to return 
fpeedily with a more numerous army. IJe arrived at Sy» 
racufe at the time the people were coming out of the the* 
atre, who, thronging about him, enquired what new$ 
he brought concerning the Carthaginians. He anfwered 
with a dejeftefl air, that the city had not fo much ca\»fe 
to be afraid of them, as of her oiyn officers and ma- 
giftrates, who, inftead of making the neceiTary prepant? 
tions againft the approach of fo formidable an enemy, di- 
verted the attention of the people wjth triyial ^mufe* 
ments, and idle iOiews, and fufFered the troops to want 
neceflaries, converting their pay to private ufes j that he 
had long fupeOed, but now faw plainly, what they aimed 
at 5 that Amilcar had fent an officer to him, under pre- 
sence of redeeming fome captives, but in reality to pcr- 
fijad^ him not to pry too narrowly into the condu£k of his 

* ^devfi ibid, 
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colleagues, and, if he would not enter into their meafures* 
at lean not to obftruft them ; that he was determhied to lay . 
down his commHEon, that he might not leave any room 
for injurious fufpicions of his a£ling in concert with 
traitors, who bafety fold their country. 

This fpeech being circulated about the city, and among Madegf- 
the troops, the next day an afiembly was convened, when ueralffimo. 
X>ionyfius renewed his complaints againft the generals, 
and was heard with univerfal applaufe. At length fome 
in the affembly cried out, that it was necelTary to. appoint 
him generaliilimo, and that the meafure ougnt not to be 
put ofF till the enemy was battering the walls ; that the 
greatnefs of the war required fuch a commander; and 
that Gelon was chofen generaliffimo on the like occafion, 
and defeated the Carthaginian army, confiding of three 
hundred thoufand men. As for the traitors, they faid, 
their caufe might be referred to another time ; but the 
prefent affair would admit of no delay. Nor was it de- 
ferred in cffeGt ; for the people, who are always apt to 
dofe with the woril advice, that inftant ele£led l)ionyfius 
-cpmmander in chief, with an abfolute and nnbounded 
power. 

All things fucceeding thus according to his wiib, he Procmres 
caufed a decree to be pafTed, importing that the foldiers ^i^^ord. 
pay (hould be doubled, on the fuppoiition that they would 
be thereby encouraged to fight more chearfully in defence 
of their country. When the affembly broke up, the Syra-* 
cufans, upon refle£lion, began to repent of what they had 
done, fenfible they had a£led imprudently in putting the 
whole power into the hands of one man ; a ftep which 
was, in effe£l, giving themfelves a mailer. Dionyfius per* 
ceiving their change of fentiment, thought of procuring a 
a guard for his perfon \ if he could only gain this point, 
he concluded he might eafily ufurp the fovereignty. With 
this view he commanded all that were able to bear arms, 
under forty years of age, to march with thirty days provi- 
fionstothe city oJFLeontini, which belonged to the Syra- 
cufans, and was full of foreigners and exiles, perfons very 
fit for the execution of his defign. He encamped on the 
plains of Leontini, where he caufed a great noife and cla- . 
mour to be made in the night by his fervants and attend-^ 
antSy pretending his enemies had attempted to affaffinate - 
him in his tent. In this alarm he fled to the calUe of 
Leontini, where he paffed the reft of the night, after 
having caufed a great many fires to be lighted, and drawn 
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oflTmth kirn faeh of the troops as^he moft- confided m* 
At break of day he acquainted tke people, of Leaotioi 
with the danger he had been in ; and, feigning to he ftiU 
under great appjiehenfion, demanded a guard of fix hun- 
dred men for the fecurity of his peribn. I£b dismand 
feemed very reafoaaUe, and was accondingly comp&d 
with. He chofe a tbouland mca vtpoti the fpot, armed 
tbem completely^ and encouraged theob wkh. great pro- 
mifes. He alfo attached the mencenaajes (boongly to his 
intereftj by addrefling them \rath great freedom and afia- 
bibty. He thea made iieveraJ alteraJtons. and promottons 
in the troops, giving commiffiona^ to fuch as he could rely 
vtpotkf and tunnn^ out thofe whom he diftrafted. Among 
the latter was Dexippua the LacedBsovonian, whom he 
font back imo Greece, not doubting hut the Syracti/ans 
would choofe him for their general,, if tbeyfliouid atttayt 
the recovery of their liberty 5 for he was an officer of 
great experience, and could noiv by any offers, be pre- 
vailed upon to countenance the views of Dionyfius. At 
the fame time he fent ordersi to the garrifon of Gela to 
join him, and aQembled from all quarters fugitfveS| 
exiles, debtors, and criminals '. 
Yr.'orFl, With this train he returned to Syracufc^ which was 
1944. greatly alarmed at his approach. Qut the people were do 
Ante Chr. longer in a. condition to oppofe hi& defigms, or difpute bis 
^^^' authority 5 the city being fcdl of merceinaries, who were 
Sii%iJ on ^^' ^T^^h ^i>d the Carthaginians^ with a numecous army on 
tht citadilt the frontiers^ The firft ftep he toolo, after his return to 
anddt' Syracufe, wa& tapoilefs himfelf of the citadel, where the 
r^//? *'T ^"™* ^ provifions were lodged* Thefe he no fooner 
S-raufe ^*^ himfelf mafter of, than, bidding defiance to his op* 
•^'^ ^*'' ' po&rs, he publicly declared himfelf king of Syracufci 
b^ing then in the twenty-fifth year of his age. To 
ftrcngthen himfelf the more in his tyranny, he married 
th^ daughter of Hermocratcs, whofe family was the 
moft pt»werful of Syracufe, and gave his own fiftcr in 
marriage to- Bolyenus, brother-in-law to Hermocrates. 
Afterwards he, convened an afiembly, in* which he caufed 
Dapbneus^and Demarchus, who bad beca the/xnoib a£iive 
in oppofing hiitt, to be condemned* Thus Dionyfius, 
'from- a fi^mple notary, as Diodorus informs us, raifed 
himfelf to the fovereignty o£ the gveatefk smd mxA cppiih 
lent city of Siciiy **• 
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In the mean: time, the CarthaginUns under the com- Gtla bt^ 
mand of Amilcar, havmg, at the return of fpring, rafed fif^f^h 
the cky of Agrigentumt marched with all their forces '^^^^" 
againft Gcla 5 and fortified tteir camp with a deep ditch '^^'•'^•'* 
antl a wall, not doubting but Dionyiius would come to the 
relief of the befieged with a powerful army. The Gele- 
asxs, in the beginning of the fiege, were for fending their 
wires and children to fome place of fafety ; but not one 
of them could be prevailed upon to retire ; all of them 
protefting, that they would undergo the fate of their 
hulbands and parents. This refolution encouraged the 
Geleans to exert thianfeWes with uncommon courage. 
They made feveral iallies, and cut great numbers of the 
enemy in pieces. No fooner was a breach opened in the 
waH, than the inhabitants repaired it, bdng indefatigably 
ennplpyed night and. day on the rampartSi where t&eir 
wiyes and children chearf ully (hared with them the labour 
and danger. Thus diey held out a long time, though 
their city was but rery indifferently fortified, againft an 
anHy of sdmve three hundred thoufand men, without re- 
csising any aid from their allies. At length Dionyfius T;%g /i^j^*^. 
adivanced to their relief, at the head of fifty thoufand foot^ hitants «« 
and a thousand horfe; but, after fome unfuecefsful at- h<mdMtk$ 
tempts, not caring to rifle all on the iflue of a battle, he '^^ 
perfoaded the inhabitants to abandon their country, as the 
only means to fave tbeir Uves ; and covered their retreat 
Mritn. the forces he had brought to relieve the place. The 
Cartfaagimans immediately entered the city, and either 
pnit to the fword, or crucified, all thofe they found within 
tbe. walls. FromGela they advanced to Camarina, whi- 
tlier the Geleans had retired; and Dionyfius, being in- 
fonmed of their march, obliged the Camarineans likewife 
to remove from thietr native city, and withdraw, with 
their wives and children, to Syracufe. The afi^e£ling fight 
of aged perfons, matrons, and tender infants, hurried on 
beyond their ftrength from two feveral cities in one and^ 
the ihme country, and ftrtpped of all their wealth and po& 
feffions, raifed compafiion in the breads of Dionyfius's 
foldiers, and incenfed them againft the tyrant. T||ey fuf- 7-^ c^^^^ 
peAed him of adding in concert with the Carthaginians, cufans re- 
as they did not offer to purfue him ; and none of his mer* voftfrom 
cenaptes had been killed in the attacks he made on the ^^"jfi^** 
eincmy^s camp before Gela. The Italians therefore left 
his camp in a body, and marched homewards through 
the heart of the country. The Syracufan cavalry, after 
having attempted to, kill him on the march; clapped fpurs 
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to their horfes, and rode to Syracufe, where they entei^d 
the citadel without oppofition^ the guards being quite igno- 
rant of what had happened at Geia and Camarina. Upon 
their arrival, they forced the tyrant's palace, ranfacked 
his treafures, carried off all his rich furniture, and abufed 
his wtfe fo cruelly, that through grief and (hame ihe poU 
foncd herfelf In the mean time Dionyfius, fufpeSing. 
their defign, followed them with all pofuble expedition ; 
and, having marched fifty miles without halting, arrived 
at midnight, with a hundred horfe, and five hundred 
foot, at the gate of Acradina, which he found ihut againft 
Bi f^ejti him* He immediately caufed the gate to be burnt down ; 
kimft^ of jmj^ having thus opened himfeif a way, cut in pieces a 
^ '^^ body of the moft wealthy and noble citizens, who, with- 
out waiting for the people, had haftened to the defence 
of the gate. Being now maflerof the city, he fcouredthe 
ftreets, putting all to the fword that came in his way, and 
even entering the houfes of fuch as he fufpefled to be his 
enemies, and cutting them oflF with their whole famiUes. 
Next morning at break of day the whole body of his 
troops arrived ; but the unhappy fugitives from Gela and 
Camarina, incenfed againft the tyrant, retired to Leonrini. 
Jiptmtihe* In the mean time a plague broke out in the Carthagini- 
£^11^ an camp, and Amilcar, finding himfeif in no condition to 
^•J^fjS *^"7 ^^ ***^ ^^^* ^^"^ * herald to Syracufe, to ofier 
i)igjnJhu. terms of pacificarion. His unexpe£led arrival was very 
acceptable to Dionyfius \ and a peace was immediately 
concluded on the following terms : that the Carthagim* 
ans, befides their ancient acquifitions in Sicily, (houldftitt 
poiTefs the countries of the Sicani, and the difmantled 
cities of Selinus, Agrigentum, and Himera, with their 
territories ; that the Ge leans and Camarinians ihould be 
fttfiered to return to their refpedive countries, paying aa 
annual tribute to the Carthaginians ; that the Leontinesy 
Meflenians, and all the other inhabitants of Sicily, (hould 
live according to their own laws, and enjoy their li* 
berties, except the Syracufans, who ihould continue fub- 
je£l to Dionyfius. Thefe articles being agreed to by both 
parties^ Amilcar embarked his troops, and fet fail for 
Carthage, after having loft above half of his army by the 
plague, which afterwards made a dreadful havock in 
Africa ^ 

Dionyfius, forefeeing that the Svracufans would not fail 
to take advantage of the peace with the Carthagioiaas to 

^ Diod. SicuU il^id. 
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mttemptthe recovery of their libertyi neg1e£^ed nothing on 
his fide in fupport of his power. He fortified the ifland, Hifirti" 
which was very ftrong by nature, and divided it from the /'' '*' 
reft of the city with a high and thick wall, which was at '^^"^ 
due diftances flanked with ftrong towers. He built like- 
vrife^ at a vaft expence, a caftle, which commanded the 
city, to ferve him for a retreat, in cafe of any fudden 
commotion. As to the lands, he chofe the moft fertile 
for himfelf and his friends : the reft he equally diftributed 
among the citizenS) including in that number the ilaveS) 
whom he made free, and called Neopolites, or mw a* 
iiztns. In die fame manner he difpofed of the houfes^ 
except thofe in the iiland, which he beftowed on his mer* 
cenaries, and. fuch friends as he could truft '• 

Having taken thefe precautions for his own fecurity, he TA# Sjr^ 
began to think of extending his dominions, and fubjedl- tu/Ms r#- 
ing feveral free ftates of Sicily, which had fided with the ««*»• 
Carthaginians. He marched firft againft the city of Her- 
beflus ; but while he was employed in the fiege of that 
place, the Syracufans, who had been enlifted for that ex* 
pedition, feeing their fwords reftored, thought it their 
duty to employ them in the recovery of their liberty. 
One of the tyrant's officers, endeavouring to prevent their 
tneetings, was killed on the fpot ; and his death ferved as 
a Ggnal for the reft to take up arms, and Join in the 
common caufe. They fent immediately to ^tna for the 
horfe ; for they had retired thither, and poflefled them- 
felves of that caftle, when Dionytius firft ufurped the 
fovereignty. Dionyfius, alarmed at thefe commotions, 
raifed the fiege ; and, haftening to Syracufe, made hinv- 
felf mafter of that city, before the news of the revolt in the 
army were known. The revolters, being joined by the ca- Dioujfimi 
valry from £tna ; clofely purfued him, and, encamping on bijugtd m 
Epipolae, cut off all communication with the country. th$tfiand» 
They then difpatched meffengersto Rhegium and Meffana, 
foliciting their aid by fea for the recovery of their liberty. 
The meflengers were kindly received in both places ; and 
fourfcore sallies well manned, fent with all poftible expe* 
dition to {upport fo good a caufe. Being thus reinforced, 
they promifed a great reward to any one that ftiould kill 
the tyrant ; and the freedom of the city to all foreigners, 
who fhould abandon him, and inlift under their banners. 
A great number of Dionyfius's mercenaries, allured by 
(liefe pr5mifeS| forfook him, and were immediately made 
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tree of Syracnfe ; and» beGdes, revrard<!d with large 

{iiiiis; whieh fo encouraged them, that, in a few day&, 

Ac tyrant faw himfclf quite abandoned by tbofc in '^hom 

he cincfly confided. And now the Syracufan*, having 

prepared engines for battering down the wall, with re- 

JMredue* p^^^^^ affi^alts fo haraffed thofe few that ftill' adhered to 

€J to gnat the tyrant, that they were foon reduced to the utmoft ex- 

/roiij. trentity. ^ to this defper^te condition Dionyfius affemWed 

Jis frienda, to confult with them rather by what kind of 

death he fhould put an end to his career, than by what 

means he <night fave his life, or maintain the fovereignty. 

They ^tre divided in their opinions. Helbris advifecf 

him to fey violent hands on himfclf, before he (houFd be 

forced to refign tfte fovercign power ; telling him, that 

the royal title would be the greateft ornament of hw fe- 

pulchre. Polyxenus would have had' him attempt to break 

through the enemy's camp, on the fwifteft horfe he had; 

and, retiring to thofe places which were fubjefl to the 

Carthaginians, implore the affiftance of the Campanians> 

whom Amilcar had left to defend his conquefts in Sicily. 

But I^ftiliftus the hiftorian oppofed this advice ; telling 

Dionyfius, that h^ ought not to fly from' the crown, but 

hold it to the laft gafp, with both his hands. iDionyfius 

clofed with this advice ; and refolved to part with hi« life, 

Obfaws father than with the power he had acquired. However, 

Umvetode- |^ gajj, time, he fent deputies to the Syracufans, dtemand- 

<iSt! ^^^ pcrmifiion to depart the city with his friends and ad- 

herehts, which was granted; and five fliips were allowed 

trim to tranfport his men and effefts. In the mean time he 

fent privately difpatches to the Campanians, who gar- 

Ti{Gr\td the places in the poflfeflion of the Carthaginians, 

with great offers, if they would haflen to his relief ^ 

The Syracufons, 'believing they had now fpbdued the 
tyrant, and trufting to the treaty, difarmed part of their 
tfoops, and fuffcred the others to difperfe about the fields, 
as if there were nothing farther to be feared. In the mean 
time the Campanians, encouraged by DJonyfius*^s ptxy- 
mifes. arrived unexpeftedly at Syracufe; and, having 
killed^ all who oppofed them, broke through into the port 
where he was fhut up. At the fame time three butidred 
mercenaries came to his afliflJance. T?he face of affairs 
wag now entirely altered : Dionyfius, taking advantage of 
the conftcrnation and diftraflion that reigned in the ene- 
my's' camp, made a vigorous fally, and drove them to 

« Idem, lib. xiv. caj;^. 3» 
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that part of the city called Neapoiis. The flaughter was 
not great, Dionyfius, to ingrati;ite himfelf with the Syra- 
cufans, having ^vcn orders to fpare tbofe that fled* With 
the fame view he caufed the dead to be buried ; a tiuirJc pf 
refpedi which had fo good an effe6l oa the mi(Kls of th<5 
fimple populace^ that above k\cn thptu(aiid of theiQ JQined 
him immediately. But the Syi^acuTaii cavalry <MuJ4 Wit 
by any offers be jrevailed upon tp efpoufe his caufe* . SeCf 
ing all lofl, they retired again ta their ftrong caftle of- 4&t-* 
]ia> to wait for another opportunity of dethroning th^ iy-* . 
rant. Dionyfius fent frequent mefiagies to them, exbcOktr Renw^f 
ing them to lay.afide their aninptqiities, and return ^o their tkefo*ve- 
country; butjjbe only anfwer they gave was, that they »'^'5«^«*»* 
had rather liv^ free in exile, tbaa in their own comatry, *^' 
fubjeft to a tyrant. All the reft returned home, and 
^gain acknowleged Dionyfius for their fovereig«, who 
treated them for fome time with great kindne/s and hu- 
manity- When all things wgf^ ^aiu quiet, bedifcbarged 
the Campanii^ns with great rewards, not daring to truft 
their fickle and inconflant humour^ Th^fe a^riying at Th^Cam' 
the city Entella^ prevailed with (b^ citizens to receives fanians 
them within their walls; which f^vpuf they reqiiiited by. /f'*^^*'** 
mafTacrine in the qight all th^ -lownfaien ; then pofleff- ^^^^^ 
ing themSlves of the city, th^y-married the w.iYei3.Qf ife^ 
deceafed, and maintained thea)iipiv^s, for many' ye^^ id 
poffeffion of the place* 

Pionyfiua, being now convinced by experience, that he Dionyfius 
could not by any means truft the Syracufans, refolved to tlifarms tht 
diform them all ; and becaufe fuch a fcheme, if executed ^y^^" 
•with open violence, might occaiiop great commotions, ^^** 
he waited till fl^oil part of their inhabitants had left. the ' 

city, and were employed in gathering in their harveft. 
He then fearch^d every houfe, and feized on all the arims 
he could find. H^ afterwards inclofed the citadel with 
another wall ; i^quipped a powerful fleet ; hired a great 
number of foreign mercenaries ; and took all pof&ble mea* 
fures to fecure bim&lf againft the farther attempts of the 
Syracufans. 

Having fufHciently provided for his fafety at home, he 
l>e;gan to extend his conqueils abroad, not only with a view 
cf enlarging his dominions, and encreafing bis revenues^ 
but in order to divert his fubjefts from the fenfc of the, 
evils attending flavery, by employing them in military ex- 
peditions, which might allure them with the hopes of lUfuh^kn 
riches and pluufler^ Having therefore muftered his troops* ftvtral 
he .took the field ; and, in the rery firft campaiga* pof- A'^ ^^^* 

fefled 
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fefled himfelf of Naxos, Catanai Leontini) ^tna, Ennai^ 
and other cities. Some of them he treated with great 
clemency, to gain the efteem and affe£lion of the people ; 
others he plundered, and fold the inhabitants {or flaves, 
to ftrike terror into the countiy. 

Thefe conquefts alarmed the neighbouring cities, that 
faw themfeWes threatened with the fame fate. Rhegium, 
fituate on the oppofite coaft of the ftreight which divides 
Sicily from Italy, taking umbrage at the great naval pre- 
parations carried on at Syracufe, entered into an alliance 
with Meflanai on the Sicilian fide of the ftreight. Thefe 
allies, having raifed a confiderable army, fent a mefien- 
ger to the Syracuians, acquainting them, that if they 
were defirous of (baking off the yoke they groaned under, 
they ihould be affifted with a numerous fleet, and a pow- 
erful army The Syracufans readily promifed to perfomi 
their part \ but while the joint forces of Meffana and Rhe- 
gium were upon the point of marching againft the tyrant, 
difputes arifing among the troops and omcers of the two 
armiest the enterprize was dropped, and the mighty pre- 

Earations for war ended in a treaty of peace and alliance 
etween Dionyfius and the two cities. 
fnbaresu Dionyfius had concluded the late peace with no other 
mmiiivMr ^^^ jjy^ to gain time to eftabliih his authority : he, there- 
Hklgt^anu ^^^9 ^^ fooner faw himfelf firmly feated on the throne, 
than he began to make the neceiiary preparations for re- 
newing the war, defigning nothing lefs than to drive the 
Carthaginians quite out of Sicily. His firft care was to 
bring to Syracufe, from all parts of Sicily, Greece, and 
Italy, great numbers of workmen, whom he employed in 
J making all forts of arms. Not only the porches of the 

temples, but the fchoolsj walks, piazzas about the forum, 
and every public place, nay, even private houfes, were 
filled with thefe artifans. The great falaries which Dio- 
nyfitis paid them, induced the heft artific^^rs, in every 
profeflion, to quit their own country, and repair to Syra- 
cufe. Such as diftinguiflied themfelves by their ingenuity 
or application, were fure to receive fome particular marks 
of his favour. He even invited them to dine with him, 
and took pleafure in entertaining them with all the free- 
dom and kindnefs of a friend. The artificer^, thus en- 
couraged, were indefatigable, ftriving to outvie each 
other; infomuch that in a (hort time a hundred and forty 
li/i Mf a thoufand complete fuits of armour were finifhed. He 
^*'- then applied himfelf ehtirely to the equipment of a fleet, 

capableof difputing with the Carthaginians the fovereignty 

of 
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dT the fea. The timber for building his gallies he brought, 
at a great expence, from Italy^ where it was drawn on 
carriages to the fea-fide, and then (hipped for Syracufe* 
Haying provided the necefiary materials, he employed fuch 
a number of workmen, that a fleet of two hundred fail 
"^as foon ready to put to fea : to thefe he added a hun« 
dred and ten old gallies, which he caufed to be refitted. 
The fleet was manned with an equal number of citizens 
and foreigners. Syracufe, and the cities in its depen- 
dence, fupplied him with great part of his land forces : 
many came from Italy and Greece, the great payhe ofiir* 
ed inducing them to lift in his fervice. Being fenfible of 
what importance it is for a general to gain the afl^edion 
of his troops, he exerted himfelf in a particular manner 
to oblige all, cfpccially the Syracufans. With this view 
be entirely changed his behaviour for fome time ; kind- 
nefs, civility, beneficence, and an infinuating condefcen- 
lion, took place of that imperious air, and inhumane tern* 
per, which had rendered him fo odious. 

Dionyfius, feeing his great preparations now complete, 
and the army in a condition to take the field, afliembled 
thd Syracufans, and acquainted them with his defign ; 
^rhich was, he faid, to make war upon the moft implaca*- 
ble enemy the Greeks had : be reprefented to them, in a 
pathetic ^'cech, the many calamities which the Cartha- 
{rinians had brought upon Sicily ; adding, that the plague» 
ixrhich had lately wafted Carthage, offered them a fair op- 
portunity of being revenged for th^ inhuman crueltiea 
thofe Africans had praCbifed on their countrymen. The 
aflembly readily concurred in his opinion 5 the ancient 
hatred they bore the Carthaginians, their rage againft 
them for having brought their city under the power of a 
tyrant/ and the hopes they entertained of finding fome 
opportunity of recovering their former liberty, united 
them in their fufFrages, and war was unanimoufly refolved 
on. Upon the breaking up of the aflembly, Dionyfius Wardi* 
granted leave to the people to feize on all the goods and tlartda- 
cftatcsof the Carthaginians, who, upon the faith of trea- ^^f [ 
ties, had fettled at Syracufe, and carried on a confiderable gfnims. 
trade '. 

Dionyfius* finding the Syracufans no lefs defirous of the 
war than himfelf, difpatched a herald to Carthage, with 
a letter to the fenate and people, informing them, that if 
they did not forthwith withdraw their garrifons from all 

f Idem i^id. cap. 7. 
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the Greek cities in Sicily, the people of Syracufe wodldf 
treat them as enemies. This letter, being firft read in 
the fenate, and afterwards in the aflerably of the people^ 
occafioned a general alarm at Carthage, which the plague 
had reduced to a miferable condition. However, they 
were not entirely dtfmayed, but fent officers into all parts, 
with confiderabie fums, to raife troops with the utmoft 
diligence, and appointed Amilcar commander in chief of 
all dieir forces. 

Dionyfius, on his fide, loft no time ; without waiting 
for the anfwer of the Carthaginians, he took the fidd, 
and his army was daily increafed by the arriyal of freft 
troops, which, out'of hatred to the Carthaginians, jrepaired 
to his ftandard from all parts : it amounted to eighty thoo* 
fand foot, and three thoufand horfe. The fleet Gonfifle<f o£ 
two hundred long gallies, and fiive hundred tran(ports» 
Motya bi' laden with warlike engines, and all forts of proYifionst 
/^fd% He opened the campaign with the fiege Of Motya, where 
the Carthaginians kept their ammunition and (lores. This 
city ftood near Mount Eryx, in a fmaH peninfula, about a 
mile from the (bore, to which it was joined by a starrow 
neck of lands this the befieged immediately citt off, to 
prevent the approaches of the enemy on that fide. Si<^ 
nyOUs, after having taken a view of the place with Ins e»» 
gineers, commanded the canal between the city, and the 
fliore to be filled up with rubbifh, and his galUes to an* 
chor at the mouth of the harbour. Having iffued tbefe 
orders, he left his brother Leptines,. commander in chief 
of the fleet, to carry on the fiege, while he himfeIC, with 
his land-forces^ went to reduce the cxtios in ailiante witt 
the Carthagmidins ; thefe, terrified at the approach of fo 
great an army, all Submitted, except five ; viz. Ancyra, 
Solas, Egef^a, Panormus, and Entella. The two laft he 
jnvelted ; but not being able to reduce iJicm in fo ftort a 
iimt as he erpeded, he returned with his whole army to 
Motya, not doubting 'but that all oth^ places would fur« 
render as fbon as they faw him mailer of this^. 

In the mean time Amilcar, who was bufy in raifing 
men, and making other preparations for the war in Sicily, 
ordered his admiral to fet fail from Carthage with ten gaU 
lies ; and, proceeding ftrait to Syracufe, to deftnoy all 
Hhe veffels be fhould find in that harbour. What he pro* 
pofed by this diverfion was, to divide the enemy's forcest 
and oblige Dionyfius to detath part of his fleet to the de- 

s Idfm ibid* 
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fence of Syracufe. The admirali purfuant to his orders, 
entered the harbour in the night, and, having funk mofl 
of the ftiips he found there, failed back to Carthage wi^- 
out the lofs of a fingle man. 

Dionyfius, on his return to Motya, fpeedily filled up 
the canal with heaps of ftones and rubbifh ; fo that he 
could make his approaches as on the dry land. He then 
brought forward^his engines, battered the place with his 
rams, advanced to the walls towers of fix ftories high, 
tolled upon wheels ; and from thence galled the befieged 
with continual vollies of arrows and ftones, difcharged 
from his catapults, an engine, at that time, of late inven- 
tion. The place was attacked and defended with the ut- andtakin^ 
moft vigour. After the befiegers had opened feveral 
breaches in the walls, and entered the city fword in hand, 
the citizens ftill perfifted in defending the narrow ftreets 
and paffages with incredible valour; fo that they were 
driven from ftreet to ftreet, till, being quite exhaufted, 
and ow^powered with numbers, they were all cut in 
pieces. The foldiers, enraged at fo obftinate a defence, 
put all to the fword, without diftindlion of fex or age, ' 

thofe only excepted who took fanftuary in the temples. The eity 
.The city was given up to be plundered, Dionyfius being plundered^ 
glad to have fuch an opportunity of gaining the aiFeftion f"/{^' 
of the troops by the allurement of gain and booty. He ^"Jl^^^f^^* 
rewarded one Archylus, who firft mounted the wall, with tutithgreai 
a hundred minae, and all the reft in proportion to their cruelty^ 
merit. Such of the Motyans as were left alive, he fold 
for flaves ; but commanded Diamenes, and all the Greeks, 
who had joined the Carthaginians, to be crucified. Hav- 
ing thus reduced the ftrongeft city in Sicily that was fub- 
je^ to Carthage, and placed a numerous garrifon in it, 
under the command of Bito, a Syracufan, and ordered 
Leptines, with a hundred and twenty gallie;s, to watch 
the Carthaginians at fea ; fummer now drawing to an end, 
he returned with his army to Syracufe. 

In the mean time the Carthaginians, having certain in- q ^ 
telligence of the ftrength of Dionyfius, refolved to Tur- parotids * 
pafs him in numbers both of men and (hips: accordingly, o/t/n Car* 
making an extraordinary effort, they raifed an army of ^^aginiatii 
. three hundred thoufand foot and four thoufand horfe. *-^^ ^'•" 
Their fleet, under the command of Mago, confifted of *^'* 
four hundred gallies, and upwards of fix hundred ftiips of 
. burden laden with provifions and engines of war. The 
. trpops being embarked, and the fleet ready to fail, Amil- 
car delivered his orders to the commanders of the fleet, 
Vol. VI. D d fcaled 
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fealed up, enjoining them not to open them till they wcrC 
out at fea. This precaution he took to prevent fpies from 
informing the enemy of his defigns* The orders were, 
that they ihould immediately proceed to Panormus, which 
was appointed the place of general rendezvous ; and thither 
they fteered their courfe with a fair wind. But the tranf- 
ports, having out-failed the gallies, were attacked off die 
coaft of Panormus by Leptines, who funk fifty of them» 
in which five thoufand men, and two hundred chariots, 
-were loft ; the reft, tacking about> had the good fortune 
JmUcarf to efcape. As foon as the gallies appeared, Leptines re- 
iamiugin tired; and .Amilcar, having landed his troops, marched 
Skilfttakts diredlly againft the enemy, commanding the fleet to fail 
mha ^^^^% the coaft near the army. On his march he took 
* Eryx by treachery, and, haftening from thence to Motysif 
reduced that important place before Dionyfius, who was 
then befieging Egefta, could fend any forces to its relief. 
The Syracufans, and their confederates, were for ventur- 
ing a battle, but Dionyfius thought it more advifable to 
retire to Syracufe, and abandon all the open country to 
the Carthaginians ; who, fluflied With their fuccefs, march- 
ed to Meflana. Amilcar was defirous to pofifefs himfelfof 
that city, on account of its fituation ; for, being oncemaf- 
ter of it, he knew he could eafily intercept all fuccoun 
fent to the enemy, either from Italy or Greece ; and b^ 
fides, the haven was capable of receiving his whole fleet, 
which confifted of more than five hundred fail. "Wicn 
the inhabitants heard of the approach of the enemy, they 
could not agree about the meafures to be taken on thit 
occafion. SiDme, alarmed at the great ftrength of the 
Carthaginians, and feeing themfelves deferted by their 
confederates, were for fubmitting to the enemy ; otheis 
were refolved to hold out to the laft extremity, and chear- 
fully facrifice their lives in the defence of their liberties. 
They were encouraged to this refolution by an ancient 
prophecy ; importing, *• That the Carthaginians fhoS 
be, one day, carriers of water in that city.*' This they 
interpreted, that the Carthaginians fiiould be flaves in 
Meflana ; and therefore, having fent away their wives and 
children, with all their treafure, to the neighbouring 
cities, they began to make the moft vigorous preparations. 
Miffana But, in the mean time, the Carthaginian fleet having, by 
takin by the favour of a ftrong gale, entered the harbour, and, 
'^^'TV , with a great number of engines, battered down the walls 
thagtntansi ^^ ^j^^^ ^^^^ ^j^^ inhabitants, battening in crouds to de- 
fend the breaches, left the other parts of the wall quite 

unguarded. 
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unguarded. Amilcar took advantage of this confufion, 
and, attacking the city on the land-'flde, entered it without 
much oppofition. All thofe who were on the ramparts 
died valiantly on the fpot \ the others either fled to the 
neighbouring cities, or made their efcape to the oppofite 
fhore of Italy. Amilcar, entering MefTana with his whole 
armyy and confidering that it was too far diftant from the 
other cities held by thesCarthaginians, ordered his foldiers 
to raze it to the ground; and his orders were executed audraxid 
with fuch feverity, that there was not one houfe left to the 
Handing in^ the whole citv ; nay, our hiftorian relates, grounJ. 
that, after the departure 01 the Carthaginians, it was not 
eafy to difcover where MefTana flood, even the rubbifh 
being carried away and thrown into the fea. 

The fame of thcfe fucceffes being fpread all over the 
{{land, moft of the inhabitants, who hated Dionyfius in 
their hearts, and had only, been reconciled to him in ap- 
pearance, took this opportunity to quit his party and join 
the Carthaginians. Neverthelefs he raifed new forces, 
and giving the flaves their liberty, manned fixty gallies 
^th them. His whole army amounted to thirty thou* 
fand foot, and three thoufand horfe ; and his fleet to a hun- 
dred and eighty gallies. With thefe he took the field, 
and encamped about twenty miles from Syracufe. Amil- 
car, upon advice of his march, advanced to meet him ; 
his land-army being attended by the fleet, which kept 
near the coaft. When the Carthaginians arrived at IsTaxos, 
they could not continue their march any longer by the fea- 
(ide, but were obliged to take a long compafs round Mount 
^tna, which, by a violent eruption, had covered all the 
neighbouring country with burning afhes. Amilcar, there- 
fore, ordered Mago to fail to Catana, and there wait till 
he, marching through the middle of the country, fhould 
rejoin him with the land forces. Dionyfius, apprifed of 
this difpofition, haflened with all fpeed to Catana> with a 
defign to attack Mago before Amilcar's army came up : 
he hoped that his land-forces, drawn up on the fhore, 
would greatly encourage his own mariners, and difpirit 
the enemy's : hefides, if his fleet were worfled, both fliips 
^nd men had a place of fafety to which they might retire. 

Having, therefore, drawn up his land-forces on the Jjight at^ 
fiiore, he fentout Leptines, with the whole fleet, againfl feaie- 
the enemy ; commanding him to engage in clofe order, 'wff« JWa- 
and not to break his line upon any account whatfoever. f,**/J„^^, 
The Carthaginians, feeing the Greek troops drawn up on 
the fhore, and the navy advancing in good order againft 
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them, were ftruck with terror, and began to Aaake to the 
ihore, with a defign to march over land in order to join 
Amilcar; but recoUcaing that this ftep was equally 
dangerous, they refolved to try their fortune by fea ; and 
accordingly, drawing themfelves up in a line, waited for 
the enemy. Lcptincs, inconfiderately advancing with 
thirty of his beft gallics, contrary to the exprefs command 
of Dionyfius, funk feveral of the enemy's fcips, but washim- 
felf furrounded ; and, after having fought for feme hours 
hand to hand with the enemy, in the manner of a battle on 
land, was obliged to give way. The flight of the admiral 
diftieartened the Syracufans, and gave the enemy frefii 
courage ; the former fled to the fhore where their land- 
forces were drawn up, but were clofely purfued by the 
Carthaginians. Many, abandoning their fhips, threw 
themfelves into the fea, hoping to fave their lives by 
fwimming to the fliore ; but the Carthaginian tranfpoTts, 
having manned their boats, made a dreadful havock of 
thofe unhappy men, when they were not in a condition 
to make any refiftance. The army faw them perifli, with- 
out being aole to give them the lead relief. In this en- 
gagement above a hundred of the Syracufan gallies were 
either funk or taken, and more than twenty thoufand of 
their men killed in the battle or purfuit. 

Upon this misfortune the land-forces, under the com- 
mand of Dionyfius, folicited their generals to lead them 
againft Amilcar, alleging, that their unexpe£l:ed arrival 
would ftrike terror into the enemy, and give them a fair 
opportunity of retrieving their late lofs, while the ene- 
my's troops were fatigued with their long and hafty march. 
This propofal pleafed Dionyfius at firft ; but, while he 
was preparing to march, fome of his friends reniionfhat- 
ing to him,' that Mago, in the mean time, with his vic- 
torious fleet, might poffefs himfelf of Syracufe, he altered 
his refolufion, and haftened, with his whole army, to the 
defence of that metropolis. Many of the Sicilians, be- 
ing unwilling to undergo the fatigues and hardfhips of a 
fiege, deferted and either joined the enemy, or with- 
drew to their refpeftive homes •*. 

Amilcar, in two day§ march, arrived at Catana^ where 
he halted fome time to refrefh his troops ; and then, ani- 
mated with the great fuccefs which had attended his 
arms, marched to hyracufe, with a defign to befiegeitj 
while his fleet, under the command of Mago, failed along 
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the coaft> carrying great plenty of provifions for the fub- 
£ftence of fo numerous an army. The arrival of the 
enemy threw the city into the utmoft confternation. 
Above two hundred gallies,. adorned with the fpoilsof the 
enemy, entered the great haven of Syracufe in triumphs 
and were followed by a thoufand tranfports ; fo that the 
harbour, capacious as it was, could hardly contain fo 
great a navy. The fleet had fcarce caft anchor, when the * 
army appeared on the other fide, confifting of three hun- 
dred thoufand foot^ and four thoufand horfe. Amilcar 
took up his quarters in the temple of Jupiter, and the 
reft of the army encamped round it, about twelve furlongs 
from the city. Next morning the Carthaginian general, 
advancing with his army in battalia to the very walls of 
the city, offered the inhabitants battle ; but as they were 
not fo imprudent as to accept the challenge, he returned 
to his camp, well fatisfied at his having extorted from the 
Syracufans a tacit confeffion of their own weaknefs. At 
the fame time he ordered a hundred gallies to enter the 
two other harbours, viz. the Little Port, and that of Tro- 
gilus, to ftrike greater terror into the Syracufans, and 
convince them, that the Carthaginians were likewife maf- 
ters at fea. As he met with no oppofition, he fent out 
parties for thirty days .together to lay wafte the country, 
cutting down groves, and deftroying all before him. He 
took, by aifault, the quarter of the town called Acradina, 
where he plundered the rich temples of Ceres and Pro- 
ferpine. He confidered the city as a fure prey, which 
could not poflibly efcs^pe him; but, at the fame time, 
forefeeing that the fiege would be long and tedious, he 
furrounded his camp with a trench, and inclofed it with 
ftrong walls, after having demolilhed, for that purpofe, 
all the tombs which ftood round the city, and, amongft 
others, that of Gelon, and his wife Demarata, which 
-was a monument of great magnificence. He built three 
forts near the fea, at equal diftances from each other ; 
one at Plemmyrium; another about the middle of the 
port ; and the third near the temple of Jupiter ; laying up 
in thefe great ftores of provifion. He fent likewife tranf- 
ports to Sardinia and Africa, to bring from thence corn, 
and other necefiaries. 

In the mean time Polyxenus, whom DionyGus had 
difpatched into Italy, and Greece, with great fums of 
money to raife forces, arrived with a fleet of thirty (hips, 
under the command of Pharacidas, the Lacedsemonian. 
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This reinforcement came very feafonably, and in fonle 
degree raifed the courage of the difpirited Syracufans, 
who, perceiving a large veflel laden with provilions for 
the enemy^ ventured out with five gallies, and took it. 
As they were failing away with their prize, the Cartha- 
ginians gave them chace with forty fail, againff which 
they advanced with their whole fleet, and, engaging 
them, took the admiral galley, and twenty-four more, da- 
maged others, and purmed the reil to the place where 
their whole fleet rode at anchor, ofiering them battle a fe- 
cond time. The Carthaginians, difcouraged by this un- 
expejied blow, kept within the harbour, though their 
fleet was three times more numerous than the enemy's 
who challenged them ^. 

The Syracufans, animated by this fuccefs, which coulcf 
only be afcribed to their own valour (for both Dionyfius 
and Leptines were then abfent), began to encourage each 
other to (hake off the ihameful yoke of Servitude, and 
refume their ancient liberty. Meanwhile Dionyfius, 
who had been employed with a fmall fquadron tb procure 
provifions, landed at the port ; and, having convened an 
affembly, he congratulated the Syracufans on their late 
vi£tory, promifing in a ihort time to put an end to the 
war, and deliver them from their prefent calamities. 
"When the afl[embly was ready to break up, one Theodo^ 
rus, a Syracufan of great authority among the nobility, 
who had done eminent fervices to his country, flood up, 
and fpoke to this effe£l : ** Although DionyGus has ad- 
vanced many falfhoods in his fpeech, yet what he faid in 
the clofe of it, viz. that he would put a fpeedy end to the 
war, he may truly perform, if he himfelf, who has al- 
ways been overcome, will refign the command, and rcf- 
tore us to our liberty 5 for none of us care to venture our 
lives in the field againft a foreign enemy, while we know, 
that, notwithftanding ourviftory, we are to be treated like 
flaves, by a domeftic tyrant. If the Carthaginians pre- 
vail, by paying an annual tribute we (hall be allowed to 
enjoy our liberties ; but if Dionyfius ihould conquer, he 
ivill not fail to rob our temples, plunder our houfes, 
fcize our eftates, take away our lives, and deprive us of 
all that is moft dear to us. Let us, therefore, get rid of 
the tyrant within our walls, before we attempt to drive 
away a Jefs dangerous enemy without. Shall we, who 
have lately engaged thoufands, and put them to flight, be 



^ Idem ibid. 



now 



^e Hifiaty of Syracufe. 407 

now afraid of one tyrant ? We have arms in our hands^ 
and againft whom can we better employ them, than 
againft one who has reduced us to fuch a deplorable con- 
dition, that we are pitied even by our enemies ? If Diony-» 
fius confents to abdicate the tnrone, and retire, let us 
open our gates to him and his followers ; but if he re- 
fufes to refign his ufurped authority, let him know, by 
experience, how powerful is the love of liberty in the 
breads of brave and valiant men/' 

When Theodorus had ended his fpeech, the Syracu- 
cufans, not knowing what to refolve on, looked eameftly 
at their allies, efpecially at the Spartans there prefents 
ixrhen Pharacidas, who commanded the Lacedaemonian 
fleet, rofc up. Every one expefked, that a citizen of Thi Lm* 
Sparta would declare in favour of liberty 5 but they were ^^f^i^ 
^fappointed in their hopes ; for he told them, that he ^{^^f^ 
had been fent by his republic to affift the Syracufans and Dionjfit^ 
Dionyiius againft the Carthaginians, and not to make war 
upon Diohyfius, or fubvert his authority. This unex- 
]>e£i:ed anfwcr put a ftop to any farther attempts of the 
Syracufans $ and the tyrant's mercenaries arriving at the 
fame time, the affembly broke up. However, Dionyfius 
iTvas under no fmall apprehenfion ; and, from that time^ 
began to ingratiate himfelf ^ith the people, a£Fed;ing, on 
all occafions, to treat them with great kindnefs and fami- 
liarity ^. 

But to return to the Carthaginians ; their fuccefles were Aplagm 
not lafting. They had committed an irretrievable error in '» '^5 ?*'^ 
not attacking Syracufe upon their arrival, when the fight '*^^**** 
of a mighty fleet, and a formidable army, had occafioned ^'^^* 
an univerfal conftemation in the city; and now a plague, 
breaking out in their camp, prevented them from making 
any attempts towards the redu£lion of the place. This 
inte£tion was believed to be a punifhment inflifled upon 
them by the gods, for plundering the temples, and de* 
molifhing the tombs round the city ; but was, in effe£t, 
occafioned by the unwholfome exhalations of the fens and 
marfhes adjoining to their camp ; for the Athenians, who 
^ared both temples and tombs, had been, not long be^ 
jore, afflid^ed with the fame calamity. The plague began 
among the Africans, and foon fpread through the whole 
army. Care was taken at firft to inter the dead ; but 
their numbers iincreafing daily, they were left unburied ; 
^nd this omiffion, as it was then the midft of fumfner^ 
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and the he^t that year exceiC^e, greatly aggravated die 
evil. This infedlioii was attended with very uncommon 
fymptoms, fuch as violent dyfenteries, raging fevers, and 
acute pains in all parts of the body : fome being feiz- 
ed with madnefs and fury, fell upon all thofe that came 
in iheir way, and tore them in pieces. The plague was 
fo violent, that, in a fliort time, it fwept away above a 
hundred thoufand men, all remedies proving unfuccefsful, 
on account 6i the incredible virulence of the diftemper, 
and the rapidity of the progrefs. 
Diottyfius Dionyfius refolved not to let flip fo favourable an op« 

fr^^'h^- portunity of attacking the enemy. Having, therefore, 
J:VJ^?!L. manned eighty eallies, he ordered Pharacidas and Lep- 
^md burns ^ines to fall upon the enemy s neet at break of dzj^ while 
ihivc jktt. he attacked the land-forces in the camp. With this 
view, having commanded his troops to be ready by mid- 
night, he marched at the head of ten thoufand choten 
men, at the time appointed ; and, without being dif- 
covered, arrived at the enemy's camp. He then detach- 
ed a ftrong body of cavalry, and a thoufand of the mer- 
cenary foot, with orders to attempt that part of the 
camp which la/ at the greateft diftance, pretending that 
the enemy there kept no guard \ hut his real defign was 
to facrifice that body of mercenaries, who had, in the 
late difturbances, fecroed tb favour the fadiion which op^ 
pofed his intereft. Accordingly he gave private inftruc- 
tions to the officers of the horfe, to retire as foon as the 
infantry fhould be engaged ; his orders were obeyed, and 
the mercenaries, being furrounded on all fides, were cat 
off to a man. Upon the return of the cavalry, Diony- 
fius at the fame time attacked the camp, and the forts 
which the enemy had built near the ihore. Two of the 
forts were taken at the firft affault, which gave the Syra- 
. eufans an opportunity of entering the great haven, with 
all their fleet, and falling furioufly on the enemy's gal- 
lies. The Carthaginians, in the camp, made at firft a 
vigorous refiftance ; but feeing the two forts, which de- 
fended the harbour, pofleffed by the enemy, and their 
navy in imminent danger of being utterly. deftroycd, many 
of them, abandoning the defence of the camp, haftened 
, to the fhore to the relief of their companioiis on board 
^he veffels. Thus enfuec( a great confufion in the army, 
which Dionyfius taking advantage of, broke into the camp, 
and made a dreadful havock, putting all to the fword who 
pppofed him. The furprize, terror, and even hafte they 
were in to put themfelvcs; in a pofture of defence, threw 

. . them 
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tliem into ftill greater confufion. They knew not on 
•what fide to fend relief, all being equally in danger. 
Numbers of their veffels were funk, others quite difabled, 
and a great many burnt and taken. The inhabitants of 
Syracufe, in crowds on the walls and eminencies, were 
cye-witneffes of that fcene of horror ; and, lifting up 
tneir hands to heaven, thanked the tutelary gods of the 
city for revenging, in fo fignal a manner, the many facri- 
Icgeis which the Carthaginians had committed fince their 
ai'rival in Sicily. The flaughter in the camp, and on 
board the veffels, was great and dreadful, and ended only 
-when night obliged the conquerors to retire. Dionyfius Dionyfiut 
encamped at the temple of Jupiter, near the enemy, with grants the 
a defign to renew the fight early next morning -, but Amil- ^'j^^^V- 
car, taking the opportunity of this Ihort refpite, fent am- ^t^retiru^ 
baffadors privately to Dionyfius, offering him three hun- 
dred talents, if he would permit the remains of his fliat- 
tered army to withdraw unmolefted. Dionyfius was un- 
willing to deftroy the Carthaginians entirely, left the Sy- 
racufans, when free from the apprchenfion of fo formid- 
able an enemy, Ihould feek to regain their ancient liberty ; 
but, on the other fide, he knew^ that neither the Syfa- 
cufans nor their confederates would fuffer him to grant 
the onemy fuch terms. He .therefore anfwered, that it 
was not in his power to permit them all to retire ; but 
that he would allow Amilcar, with all the citizens of 
Carthage, to depart in the night, upon his paying three 
hundred talents. This condition being agreed ort, Diony- 
fius retired with his forces into the city, whither Amil- 
car privately fent him the promifed fum, and then began 
to make the neceffary preparations for his departure. The 
Carthaginians were put on board forty gallies, and ready 
to fet fail, when the Corinthians, who ferved under 
Dionyfius, difcovering, from the noife and motion of the 
veffels, that Amilcar was retreating, fent to acquaint the 
tyrant with their flight, who immediately ordered fome 
gallies to be manned, as if he defigned to prevent their 
retreat ; but, as his orders were but flowly executed, the 
Corinthians,. without his command, ^urfued them, and 
funk feveral veffels in the rear. Dionyfius then marched 
out with his troops againft thofe, whom Amilcar had left 
behind to the mercy of the conqueror ; but, before his 
arrival, the Sicilians in the Carthaginian fervice had re- 
tired to their refpe£liye countries ; the reft, feeing them- 
Yelves abandoned by the Sicilians, and betrayed by the 
Carthaginians^ at the approach of Dionyfius's army, be- 
. took 
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took thcmfelvcs to flight ; but beine clofcly purfucds were 
either killed, or taken prifoners. Only the Iberians kept 
together in a body, and fent a herald to capitulate with 
Dionyfius, who took them into his fervice. Such was the 
fate of the Carthaginians in Sicily. ' 

Amilcar, upon his arrival at Carthage, which he found 
overwhelmed with grief and defpair, went direftly to his 
own houfe \ and, (hutting the doors againft the citizens^ 
and even his own children, laid violent hands on himfelf, 
to (hew that he did not furvive his countrymen, who pe- 
riihed in iiicily, out of a fondnefs for life, but merely to 
preferve the troops, which had efcaped the plague, from 
the 'fury of the enemy, to which his more early death 
would have expofed them. When it was publicly known 
in Africa, that Amilcar had faved only the citizens of 
Carthage, leaving the confederates behind to the mercy 
of the enemy, the cities and ftates» which had fent them 
auxiliaries, were incenfed to fuch a degree^ that^ taking 
up arms, they marched direflly to Carthage, to the num- 
ber of two hundred thoufand men. But, as they wanted 
a leader of experience, and had neither warlike engines 
nor provifions to fupport fo numerous an army, they foon 
difperfed, and, retiring to their refpeftive countries, freed 
Carthage from a dreadful alarm. 

The Carthaginians being thus entirely defeated in Sicily^ 
all thole who had abandoned their country through dread 
of fo formidable an enemy, returned to their ancient ha- 
bitations. DionyHus caufed the city of Meflana to be re* 
built, and peopled it with a thoufand Locrians, and four 
thoufand Medymneans. This meafure gave no fmail 
jealoufy to the inhabitants of Rhegium in Italy ; who, 
protecling all thofe that were driven out by Dionyfius^ or 
hated his government, formed a confiderable army, which 
they fent, under the condudl of Heloris, to befiege Mefla- 
na. ButDionyfius, unexpeftedly falling upon them, cut 
moft of the Rhegian forces in pieces, obliging the reft 
to retire to their veflels, and abandon the ifland. He had 
fcarce obtained this viftory ovcfrthe Rhegians, when Mago, 
the Carthaginian, whom Amilcar had left to fettle the 
affairs of Carthage in Sicily, appeared before MeflTana, at 
the head of a numerous army ; but was attended with 
no better fuccefs, being, in a pitched battle, totally de- 
feated, with the lofs of above five eight hundred men* 
Dionyfius/ animated by thefe two viftories, refolved to 
make an attempt upon Rhegium. Having manned a hun:- 
dred gallies, he arrived unperceived before the city, fet 

fire 
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fire to the gates, and, in the confufion which his arrival 

occafioned, was very near carrying the place by ftorm, 

the inhabitants being more anxious to extinguifh the fire 

than to repulfe the enemy. But Heloris, perceiving the Dionjfius 

.danger the city was in, ordered the inhabitants to ceafe repulfed m 

from quenching the flames, and haften to the walls 5 by ^^^'«*« 

which means the place was faved. Some of Dionyfius's 

men had already, by the help of their fcaling-ladders, 

got into the city; but, the reft being timely prevented 

from following them, they were either put to the fword, ' 

or made prifoners. Dionyfius, being thus difappointed in 

his defign, laid wafte the territory of Rhegium, and then 

retired to Syracufe. 

The Carthaginians, however difhcartened by their late Mago rwr- 
lofl^s, yet could not forbear making new attempts upon ^^"^^•^ « . 
Sicily. They fent Mago eighty thoufand men, en|oining ^f^'JJ'*'* 
him to make war upon Dionyfius, and promifing quickly ^^W'w* 
to fend him new fupplies of men, money, and ihips. But 
Mago, being foon reduced to great ftraits for want of 
provifions, fent ambafladors to Dionyfius to treat of a 
peace, which was concluded before either fide had loft 
on^ man. By this treaty Taurominium, a Carthaginian 
colony, was given up to Dionyfius ; who, driving from 
thence the ancient proprietors, placed the moft ufeful of 
his mercenaries in their room. Mago, as foon as the treaty 
was figned, returned to Carthage, leaving his allies in Si- 
cily to fliift for themfelves. 

i}ionyfius, being now under lio apprehenfion of the Dkn^fius 
Carthaginians, turned all his thoughts on the redu£lion of attach . 
Rhegium, which was the key of Italy, with a defign tb ^^'<?'««« 
bring under his power all the Greek cities in that coun- 
try. He had then under his command an army of twenty 
thoufand foot and a thoufand horfe, befides a hundred 
and twenty gallies well manned and equipped. With 
thefe he paf&d over into Italy ; and, having laid wafte 
the country of the Locrians, advanced to Rhegium. But, 
in the mean time, the Italians, being apprifed of his de- 
figns,' raifed forces in all their cities ; and, having fitted 
out a fleet of fixty gallies, fent them to the relief of 
Rhegium. They were met by a fquadron of Dionyfius's Hh fleet' 
fleet, confifting of fifty gallies ; and an engagement enfued, ^efimted, 
in which Dionyfius loft fevcn gallies, and nfteen hundred ^'^/'i^ 
men. The fleets were parted by a violent ftorm, which gr^atinzl 
driving many of the Syracufan vefl'ijls upon the Rhegian 
ihore, the mariners were either cut in pieces by the inhabi- 

tants^ 
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tants, or taken prifoners, Dionyfius himfelf having narrowly 
efcaped in a fmall vefTel, and with much difficulty latided 
at midnight at the port of Meffana. / 

This difappointment did not induce Dionyfius to lay 
afide his defigns upon the Greek cities in Italy j he re- 
inforced his army with new levies; equipped a greater 
number of (hips, and made great preparations both by fca 
Stirs up thi and land, in order to renew the war. In the mean time 
LucaniaMs he entered into an alliance with the Lucanians, etigaging 
^atnft thi ^hem, with great promifes, Jo infult the Greek cities 
l^j^ " in Italy, hoping to find them thereby on his return fo 
weakened, that he might eafily accomplifh his defign. 
The Lucanians, agreeable to their engagement, entering 
the country of the Thurians, ravaged it " with £re and 
fword } and, having given battle to the confederate 
Greeks, killed above ten thoufand of them on lYve fpbt* 
Thofe who efcaped the daughter fled to a hill near the (e^ 
fide, whence they difcovered a fquadron of (hips making 
to the Italian fhore ; and, hoping that they were fent from 
Rhegium to their affiftance, from eagcrnefs to fave them- 
felves from the Lucanians, whopurfued them, leaped into 
the fea, and fwam to the fliips. But thefe veffels proved 
to be a fquadron fent by Dionyfms to the afliftance of the 
Lucanians, under the command of his brother Leptines. 
Leptlttts^ However, that commander not only received them gent- 
^/iv^rtftf J roufly into his (hips, but ptevaile^d upon the Lucanians to 
accept for each man, they being a thoufand in all, a mina, 
and fufter them to return unmolefted into their own coun- 
try. This fum, which was very confiderable, Lipdnes 
himfelf difburfed, by his own generofity, and natural in- 
clination to pity even an enemy in diftrefs. Such gene- 
rous behaviour gained him the affefbion of all the Greeks, 
but highly difpleafed Dionyfius, who immediately dit 
miffed him, and appointed Thearides, hi« other brotber, 
admiral in his room K 
DiiMyfius Dionyfius, having made the neceffary preparations for 
paffet «j- his expedition into Italy, fet fail from Syracufe with an 
gatn tHto army of above twenty thoufand foot and three thoufand 
•^' horfe, and a fleet of forty long gallies, and three hundred 

tranfports, loaded with provifions, and all forts of warlike 
engines. The fifth day after his departure from Syracufe, 
he arrived at Meffana, whence he fent his brother Thea- 
rides to the Lipara iflands, having received advice that ten 
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fhifs of Rhegitini were anchored there. Thearides found 
the (hips, and returned, with them and their crews, to 
Dionyfius, who delivered the prifoners, loaded with 
chains, to the care and cuftody of the magiftrates of Mef- 
fana, and then fet fail for Italy. The firft place he at- Laysfiegi 
tacked was Caulonia, or Caulum, a ftrong city in Locris, foCauknia. 
'vhich, though battered night and day without inter- 
miffion, held out till the Italians, having raifed an army 
of twenty thoufand foot and two thoufand horfe, ad- 
vanced, in order to relieve the place. Thefe were com- 
manded by Helorls, a native of Syracufe, whence he had 
been baniAied by Dionyfius, and therefore bore him an 
implacable hatred. Heloris, as he approached the be- 
fieged city, moved with a detachment of five hundred 
chofen men to obfcrve the ground on which the enemy 
was encamped. Then Dionyfius, raifing the fiege, Defiatstki 
matched with all fpeed againft him; and, arriving by Italians 
break of day at the place where Heloris was encamped attemptiMg 
with his fmall body, fell upon him with his whole army. {°^^^^'^*. 
Heloris maintained his ground, notwithftanding the utmoft 
efforts of an army fo much fuperior in number, till the 
reft of his forces came up. But as they arrived by par- 
ries, every one making what hafte he could to relieve their 
general, they were, after a long and obftinate difpute, 
put to flight. Heloris and his party ftill kept their ports, 
and were all killed on the/pot. Thofe who efcaped fled 
to a neighbouring mountain, and there niade a ftand. 
But as they wanted water, and were hemmed in on all 
fides by the enemy, they fent a herald to Dionyfius, offer- 
ing to lay down their arms, provided he would allow them 
to retire unmolefted 5 but he infifting upon their furren- 
dering at difcretion, they held out till they were ready to 
perifh with hunger and thirft, and then complied with his 
propofaL They were above ten thoufand, and cxpefted 
no quarter from fo cruel an enemy. But Dionyfius, con- Hisgtm^ 
trary to their expeftation, treated them with great huma- ^ofityto th$ 
nity, difcharging them all without ranfom, and fufiering ^^P^'*^*^* 
them to live in their refpcfkive countries according to 
their own laws. This, as our hiftorian obferves, was the 
only commendable aftion he ever performed in the whole 
courfe of his life. The captives, on their return to their 
refpeftive cities, greatly extolled his clemency and good- 
nature ; and acknowleged his kindnefs to them by pre- 
fehting him with crowns of gold °». 
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Dionyfius hasting, by this generous a^on» acquired the 
good opinion of sll the inhaoitants of the country ; and^ 
from enemies, converted them into friends and allies, 
turned his arms again upon the city of Rhegium. He 
was highly incenfed againft the Rhegians, on account of 
their having refufed to give him the daughter of one of 
their citizens in marriage, and much more for the info- 
lent anfwer with which their refufal was attended (B). 
The befiegedi finding themfelves abandoned by their al- 
lies, whom Dionyfius had gained by his late kindnefs, and 
expecting no quarter if the city ihould be taken by florm, 
fent ambafladors to treat of a furrender. Dionyfius 
offered them peace, upon condition that they paid him 
three hundred talents, delivered up all theif ytSehj which 
* were feventy in number, and put a hundred boftages into 
his hands. Thefe terms the inhabitants agreed to, and 
the fiege was raifed. It was not from a motive of good- 
nature be a£led in this manner, but with a view to de^ 
prive them of their fleet, knowing that it would be impof- 
fible for. the Rhegians to hold out, if they received no 
afliftance by fea. He thereforo put oflF from day to day 
his march, waiting for fome colourable pretence to break 
the treaty he had lately concluded with the Rhegians. 
With this view, having drawn all his forces together, as 
if he intended to leave Italy, he defired the Rhegians to 
fupply his army with provifions, promifing to defray the 
charges they ihould be at, as foon as he reached Syracu/e. 
}9is defign in this propofal was, that, if they refufed to 
fupply him, he might have a pretence to attack thdr 
city again ; and, if they complied with his demand. 



(B) Dionyfius, in the be- 
ginning of his reign, did all 
that lay in his power to oblige 
the two powerful cities of Rhe- 
gium and Meifana, left they 
(hould enter into an alliance 
with the Syracuians, among 
whom his authority was not 
then well eflablifhed. The in- 
habitants of Mefiana he pre- 
fented with fome lands in their 
neighbourhood, which lay very 
conveniently for them. To 
give the people of Rhegium an 
inflance of his edeem and re- 
gard for them,' he fent ambaf- 



fadors to defire them to give him 
the daughter of one of their 
citizens in marriage. Upon 
the arrival of the ambaffiidors. 
the people of Rh^um, hav- 
ing called a^ council to delibe- 
rate upon his demand, took a 
refolution not to contra^ any 
alliance with a tyrant; and« 
for their final anfwer, charged 
the ambafladors to acquaint 
him, that they^ had only the 
hangman's daughter to give 
him • This grofs infult Diony- 
fius never forgave, but conti- 
nually iludied how to revenge it. 

after 
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after their prOTifions were exhauded, he might eafily pof- 
<efs himfelf of the place. The Rhegians, not fufpeding 
Ills defign, fupplied him for fome days very plentifully* 
But) as he put off his departure from day to day^ fometimes 
pretending ficknefs, at other times alleging other frivolous 
excufesi they at length faw into his real defign, and for- 
bore fending him any farther provifions. Dionyfius pre- Whone^ 
tending to be highly affronted at this neglefb, fent back 'uertkeUfi 
their hoftagesi and befieged them again vrith all his ^'»fw/ 
forces. Both parties afted with the utmoft vigour. The '^fi^^^^*^^* 
defire of revenge flimulated one fide, and the fear of inhu- 
man cruelties animated the other. The Rhegians were Oionyfius 
tinder the command of Phyto, an oflScer of great expe- dangtroufy 
rience* and extraordinary valour. He made frequent fal- woun4id. 
lies, in one of which Dionyfius, while he was encourag- 
ing his troops, was fo dangeroufly wounded, that his life 
•was defpaired of. However, he recovered, and renewed 
the fiege with more fury than ever, the walls trembling 
all round the city at the repeated (hocks of innumerable 
warlike engines, as if they had been fhaken by ^ dreadful 
earthquake. But, notwithftanding the utmoft efforts of 
the befiegers, the fiege went on very flowly, their works 
being often demoliflied, and their engines burnc, by the 
befieged, who in every fally gained very confiderable ad- 
vantages. They held out for the fpace of eleven months 
againft the whole force of Dionyfius ; but were at length, 
for want of provifions, reduced to the utmoft extremity. 
A bufhel of wheat was fold for five minse, that is, 15I. Thhe* 
I2S. 6d. and the famine was fo great, that, after they Jieged n- 
had confumed all their horfes and beafts of burden, they ^**^^^^^ 
fupported thcmfelves with boiled fkins and leather; wbicn ^^^y^^ 
alfo failing, they daily went out of the town to feed, like 
brutes, on the grafs that grew under the walls. But Dio- 
nyfius, to deprive them even of this poor fupport, fent his 
horfes under a ftrong guard to graze where the Rhegians 
ufed to feed. The befieged, thus overcome by famine, 
were at length forced to furrender at difcretion. Diony- RhegUm 
fius himfelf, when he entered the city, was ft ruck with takm, 
terror, finding every where heaps of dead bodies lying in 
the ftreets, and thofe who furvived rather fkeletons than 
men. However, he colle£led about fix thoufand pri- 
foners, whom he fent to Syracufe, where fuch as were 
not able to redeem themfelves with a mina, were fold for 
ilaves. Dionyfius vented his rage and revenge chiefly on 
the brave Phyto^ who had made fo gallant a defence ; he 
caufed his fon to be thrown headlong into the fea, where 

he 
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Di^n^fm^s he pcriflicd. Next day he ordered Phyto to be loaded 
€ruetty i§ ^^^ chains, and faftened to the top of one of his high- 
''^'•* eft engines, that he might be expofed to the view of the 
whole army. In that condition he fent one of his guards 
to tell him, that his fon had been drowned the day be- 
fore ; •* Then the fon (replied Phyto), is by one day 
happier than the father." He afterwards caufed him to 
be fcourged through the city, and undergo innumerable 
other cruelties, whilft a crier, walking before him, pro- 
claimed, that ** The perfidious traitor was treated in that 
manner for having ftirred up the people of Rhegium to 
war." But Phyto, with an undaunted courage, cried 
' aloud, " That he thus fufFered, becaufc he woydd not betray 
his country to a tyrant." His heroic behaviour, and the 
indignities he fuiFered, raifed compaflion even in the 
breafls of the tyrant's foldiers, who began to mutiny, and 
would have refcued him, had not Dionyfius inimediate\y 
ordered him to be thrown into the fea. Thus died a man, 
whofe . probity, courage, and difinterefted zeal for the 
good of his country, deferved a' more glorious end. His 
death was lamented by all the Greeks, and became the 
fubjeft of many elegant and afFefting elegies •. 
Dionyfius Dionyfius, after the reduflion of Rhegium, allowed 
addiaed hoth himfelf and his troops fome refpite. In the intervals 
u poetry. ^£ jgifure he unbenthis mind with theftudy of the liberal 
arts and fciences, efpecially of po«cry, piquing himfelf 
upon the extent of his genius, and the elegancy of his per- 
formances. As he excelled all others in power,, fo, in his 
own opinion, he furpaffed them in wit and humour ; and 
was more pleafed to hear his poetical compofitions com- 
mended, than his vidories and conquefts. The flatterers, 
who abounded in his court, greatly contributed to the 
high opinion be had of himfelf; extolling his poems, 
and preferring them to the works of all who had written 
before his time. He often ufed to invite the learned men, 
and poets of that age, to dine at his table ; and, on thofc 
occafions, never failed to entertain them with fome new 
compofition of his own, which always met with great 
approbation ; all was great, noble, majeftic, and divine. 
Fhiloxenus Philoxenus was the only perfon who attempted to unde- 
jenttothi ceive him in the favourable opinion he had of his own 
^hrZnfur' abilities ; but narrowly efcaped paying dear for his fince- 
t7g^hu ' . rity. As Philoxenus was himfelf an excellent poet, Dio- 
'fottrj. nyfius one day, after having read to him fome of his 
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verfcs, preffed hira to give his opinion of them ; which 
was far from being favourable. DionyGus, afcribing the 
liberty he had taken to envy, commanded his guards to 
carry the poet forthwith to the quarries, or common 
gaol ; however, he was next day, at the earned entreaties 
of all Dionyfius's friends, fet at liberty, and reftored to 
favour. On this occaGon Dionyfius, as it were, to ratify 
the pardon, made a noble entertainment, inviting all his 
own and the poet's friends. When the guefts began to 
be merry, the prince did not fail to recite fomc verfes 
he had lately made, fele£ling fome lines, which he had 
taken extraordinary pains in compoGng, and looked upon 
as mafter-ftrokes ; as was apparent from the felf-fatisfac- 
tion he exprefled in rehearfing them. As he fet a great 
value on Philoxenus's approbation, who was not apt to 
be lavifli of his praifes, he defired him again to dived 
himfelf of all envy, and fpeak his real fentiments. What 
had pafled the day before, might have ferved as a leflbn to 
the poet : but he could not diflemble ; and therefore, 
without making any anfwer to Dionyfius, he turned to 
the guards, who always flood round the table, and, with 
a ferious, but humorous air, defired them to carry him 
back to the quarries. This pleafantry Dionyfius took HtspUa- 
in good part ; faying, that the wit of the poet had atoned Jantry 
for his freedom. Antiphon, finding that Dionyfius was '^^^'* 
pleafed with witty exprellions, told him feveral truths in f**!^*'^ 
a very, humorous manner, at which he took no offence, ^j. 
The prince, in a converfation, alked, which was the bed 
kind of brafs \ to which quedion Antiphon anfwered, that 
the bed brafs was that of which the datues of Harmodius 
and Ariftogiton were made. Thefe were two famous pa- 
triots, who had defended the liberty of their country 
againd the tyranny of Pifidratus's fons ^. 

Dionyfius, notwithdanding all Philoxenus had faid to Dijhuta 
undeceive him, dill thought himfelf the bed poet of his theprizi 
age J and fent his brother Thearides to the Olympic games, ^f poetry mt 
to difpute, in his name, the prizes of poetry, and the ^^'^^«- 
chariot-races. When Thearides arrived at Olympia, the ^^^^'""^ • 
richncfs and number of his chariots, the extraordinary 
magnificence of his pavilion, embroidered with gold and 
filver, and the fumptuous apparel of his numerous atten- 
dants, attra£ted the eyes and admiration of all the fpec- 
tators. Their ears were no lefs charmed at fird, when 
the poems of Dionyfius began to be read. He had chofen 
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for that purpofe, perfons of fweet and hannonious voices, 
who were heard far and diftin£Uy, and knew how to give 
a juft emphafis to the verfes they recited. But when that 
numerous aflembly began no longer to confider the de- 
liveryi but the fenfe and compofition, they all burit out 
in a loud laugh, and hifled them off the ftage ; and even, 
to exprefs their indignation, tore the rich pavilion in 
Hi/ foetfy pieces. LyGas, the celebrated orator, who was then at 
kewre- Olympia, undertook to prove, that it was inconfiftent 
7h£r ^'^^^ ^^^ honour of Greece, as well as the facred nature 

of the fports, to admit fuch an impious tyrant to fliare in 
thofe divcrfions. This fpeech was ftyled *' The Olympic 
oration." When the races began, Dionyfius's chariots 
were either by an headlong impetuofity driven out of the 
boundaries, or dafhed in pieces againft one another. Nor did 
.the veffel, v/hich carried Thearidcs and his rednue, meet 
with a better fate ; being, by a violent ftorm, driven on the 
coaft of Tarentum, whence, with great difficulty^ they 
reached Syracufe. Upon their return, they afcribed all 
the misfortunes they had met with, both by fea and land, 
to the badnefs of Dionyfius's verfes. But that mifcar- 
riage did not cure him of his folly, or, as the hiftorian 
flyles it, of his madncfs for verfification; he ftill enter- 
tained the fame opinion of his poetical vein, afcribing fuch 
' . '. injurious treatment to envy, and faying, that they would 

one day admire what they then defpifed. He fent bis 
poems a fecond time to Olympia, where they were treated 
with the fame contempt as before \ which threw him into 
D'toMyfius a deep melancholy, and a kind of madnefs. This grew 
falls into a jaily upon him ; till at length he fancied, that even his 
^*^hl' ^^^ friends were plotting againft his life and reputation. 
In this apprehenfion he exclaimed, that every one envied 
him, and that both his friends and foes confpired his 
iani/hes ruin. In thefe fits of melancholy and madnefs he put 
^teptines many of his friends to death, and banifhed others ; among 
and Phtfif' the latter, were Leptines his brother, and Philiftus, to 
.^. \^ . whom he was chiefly indebted for his power. They re- 
tired to Thurium in Italy ; whence they were foon re- 
called, and reinftated in their former places of power and 
authority ^* 
To remove his melancholy for the ill fuccefs of his 
" verfes, he again had recourfe to arms, and formed a dc- 
fign of driving the Carthaginians quite out of Sicily. But 
as he wanted money for fo expenfive an undertaking, be 
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refolved to attack Epirus, and make himfelf mailer of the 
immenfe trcafures, which had been for many ages amaff- 
ing in the temple of Delphi. With this view, he fettled Forms adf 
-powerful colonies in that part of Italy which faces Greece; fignof 
and made an alliance with the Illyrians, fending them two P^^^^^^^^g 
thoufand men, and a great quantity of arms, to be em- \f[)gihl^ 
ployed againft the Moloffians, with whom they were then 
- at war. But the Illyrians afterwards difagreeing with Dio- 
nyfius, on account of his building the city of LyfTus in the 
iiland of Pharos, he laid afide, for the prefent, all thoughts 
of plundering the temple of Delphi, and purfued another 

Eroje£l of the fame kind, which he eafily accomplifhed. 
laving fitted out threefcore gallies under colour of clear- blunders 
ing the feas of pirates, he made a defcent in Hetruria, the tempU 
and plundered a iich temple in the fuburbs "of Agyl- of ^yUa 
la ; carrying away, befides the moveables and furniture, 
above a thoufand talents in money. Five hundred talents 
more he raifed by the fale of the fpoils ; and, with this 
money, levied a numerous army, and made other prepa- 
rations, as if he intended to attempt again the redudlion 
of the Greek cities in Italy. But the Carthaginians, fuf- Dio/ryjlitf 
peding his real defign, upon the firft notice they had «^Af tuar 
of thefe extraordinary preparations, fent Mago into ^j^'^ff'^'"- 
Sicily with a powerful army, Dionyfius attacked him and^dtfeatt 
foon after he landed, killed him with ten thoufapd of his them. 
ihen^ took five thoufand prifoners, and forced the reft 
. to fave.themfelves on a neighbouring hill, where he fuf- 
rdunded them on all fides,, fo that they were forced to fue 
for peace. Dionyfius anfwered the ambaffadors whom 
they fent to treat with him, that there was only one way 
left for them to ihake peace; and that was, forthwith to 
evacuate Sicily, and to defray all the expences of the 
war. The Carthaginians pretended to accept peace on 
thefe terms ; but ^eprefenting, that it was not in their 
power to deliver up the cities they poflefled inSicily, with- 
out the exprefs otders qf their republic, they obtained a 
truce, till the return of an exprefs fent to Carthage. 
.During this interval, they buried Mago with great pomp 
and magnificence, and. appointed his fon to command his 
troops in his foom. This new general, who was very 
young, but had. on all occafions given proofs of extraor- 
dinary valour and prudence, during the truce raifed and 
difciplihed new troops ; and improved fo well the fhort 
time allowed him, that at the return of the exprefs from 
Carthage he took the field, gave the enemy battle, and Dinpffiui 
killed above fourteen thoufand Sy/^ufans on the fpot, ''wrr^, ' 
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and among the reft Lcptines, Dionyfius's brother, who 
was greatly regretted, even by thofe who hated the tyrant. 
He was a brave and experienced oflScer ; and, though ever 
faithful to Dionyfius, yet an enemy to all manner of op- 
preffion. Dionyfius, with the remains of his (battered 
army, fled to Syracufe, where he expefted to be foon be- 
fieged by the viftorious enemy. But the Carthaginian 
general ufed his viftory with great moderation ; and, in- 
ftead of purfuing the routed enemy, retired to Panormus, 
whence he fent ambafladors to Dionyfius, offering him 
terms of peace, which he readily embraced ; and a treaty 
was concluded on the following conditions : that both 
parties (hould keep what they had at the breaking out 
of the war; fave only, that Dionyfius (hould deliver 
up to the Carthaginians the city and territory of Sc^ 
linus, and part of the territory of Agrigentum*, and, 
befides, pay a thoufand talents to defray the expences of 
the war *i. 

A viclory of a very different kind made amends, or at 
leaft leflened his concern, for the ill fucce(sof his arms: 
he had caufed a tragedy, written by himfelf, to be aScd 
at Athens for the prize of poetry, at the celebrated feaft of 
Bacchus, and was proclaimed viftor. As the Athenians 
were the beft judges of this kind of literature, and no way 
biafled in favour of Dionyfius, who had, on all occafions, 
afGfted the Lacedaemonians, we cannot help thinking, that 
the contemptuous fentence pafled upon his poems in the 
Olympic games was chiefly owing to the hatred and averfion 
which the fpeftators bore him. But however that be, Diony- 
fius received the news of his viftory with fuch transports of 
joy, as are not to be expreflfed; he amply rewarded thcper- 
fon who brought him the agreeable tidings ; caufed coftly 
facrifices to be offered to the gods ; and, believing himfelf 
arrived at the highefl pitch of glory, fet no bounds to his 
generofity : he entertained the whole city with extraordi- 
nary magnificence, and fpent an immenfe treafure in piA- 
lic feafts and banquets, which lafted feveral days. On 
this occafion, Dionyfius, drinking to excefs, and over- 
charging nature, a fault which he had never before been 
guilty of, was feized with violent pains, which >vere at- 
tended with uneafy and reftlefs nights. Having, there- 
fore, afked of his phyficians a ^foporiferous draught, they 
gave him fo ftrong a dofe, as quite ftupified his fenfcs, 
and laid him in a fleep, out of which he never awaked. 
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He had been formerly forewarned by an oracle, that he 
fhould die when he had overcome thofe who were better ' 
than himfelf. This predi£bion he applied to the Cartha- 
ginians, who were more powerful than himfelf; and, 
therefore, would never own, that he had gained any vic- 
tory over them ; but ufed to fay, that the advantage, all 
things well confidered, was pretty equal on both fides. 
However, he could not avoid his deftiny, fays the hiflorian ; 
for, though he was but a bad poet, yet, in the opinion 
of the Athenians, he gained the viftory orver thofe who 
far excelled him in that art ^ He died after he had 
reigned thirty-eight years, 

Dionyfius was, without all doubt, a prince^of extraor- Hischa* 
dinary abilities, both in his political and military capacity, ^«^^^* 
having raifed himfelf, in oppofition to the utmoft efforts of 
a powerful people, from a mean condition to fo high a fta- 
tion, and transmitted the fovereignty to a fucpeffor of his 
own iiTue and ele£l:ion, who, notwithftanding the flender- 
nefs of his parts, held it for the fpace of twelve years. 
This circumftance fhews that Dionyfius had eftabliihed his 
power and authority upon a folid foundation ; which could 
not be effccled in a city fo fond of liberty, without great 
prudence and forefight. But what abilities could atone 
for the vices which rendered him the obje£k of public 
hatred ? His ambition knew no bounds ; his avarice fpar- 
ed not the moft facred perfons or places \ and his cruelty, 
when awakened by jealoufy or fufpicion, made no diilinc- 
tion between friend or foe. He defpifed not only his fel- Hu im- 
low-creatures, but the gods themfelves, glorying in his p'^ty* 
open and profeffed impiety ; whereof the ancients relate 
the following inftances. On his return from Locris, where 
he had plundered the temple of Proferpine, the wind 
being favourable, he turned to his friends, and, with a 
contemptuous fmile, '^ See, faid he, how the immortal 
gods favour the facrilegious *." Being in great want of 
money to carry on the war againft the Carthaginians, he 
rifled the temple of Jupiter ; and, amongft other things, 
llript the god of a robe of gold, which Hiero had prefent- 
ed him with, out of the fpoils of the Carthaginians, faying, 
than a robe of gold was too heavy in fummer and too cold 
in winter ; and, at the fame time, ordered one of wool 
to be thrown over the god's (boulders, adding, that fuch 
a habit would be far more proper for all feafons. He 
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ordered the golden beard of ^fculapius to be tak^n oR 
faying) it was very inconfiftcnt for the fon to have a beard> 
when the father had none ; for Apollo is always rcprc- 
fented as a beardlefs young man *. Several of the ftatues 
of the gods held cups and crowns of gold in their handsf 
which he made no fcruplc to carry off, faying, that the 
gods offered them to him; and that it was very fimplc to 
be continually importuning the gods for good things, and 
then refufe thofe gifts which themfclves prefented to 
their votaries. The fpoils were, by his orders, carried to 
the market-place, and fold by au£tion. But the very next 
day, pretending to be forry for having plundered the tem- 
ples, he caufed a proclamation to be iflued, commanding 
all thofe who had any thing in their cuftody belongiog to 
the immortal gods, to reftore it to the temple within a 
limited time ; out he never thought of returning the mo- 
ney to the buyers. 
Hisfufpict' The amazing precautions which he made ufe of to 
9US Umptr. fg^,^fe hjg ijfg^ fh^w both his fufpicious temper, and the 
inquietude to which he was abandoned. He never ha- 
rangued the people but from the top of a high tower. 
Not daring to truft his friends and neareft relations, be 
committed the guard of his perfon to flaves and foreigners; 
and, though furrounded with thefe, fcarce ever ventured 
out of his palace ■. A jeft that efcaped his barber, who 
boafted, in a merry humour, that he often held a razor to 
the king's throat, being related to Dionyfius, coft the roan 
his life ; and from that time he employed his daughters in 
that mean office. When they were grown up, he did not 
care to truft them with razors or fciffars, but only allowed 
theiTi nut-{hclls ; and at laft was reduced, by his appre- 
henfions, to do that office for himfelf. He never went 
into the apartments of his wives before they were fearched 
with the utmoft care, left any weapons fhould there lie 
concealed. His bed-chamber was furrounded with a deep 
and broad trench, and a draw-bridge over it. After having 
faftened the doors of his apartment with ftrong bolts, be 
drew up the bridge, and then took fome reft, which was 
interrupted by the leaft noife he heard, either in the 
ftreets or his palace. Neither his fon nor his brother were 
admitted to his prefence, without being fearched by the 
guards, and obliged to change their garments ''. Thus, 
at the height of his grandeur, he led a more miferable life 
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than tbe meaneft of his llaves^ as be himfelf ingenuoufly 
owned (C). 

DionyfmS) though an ambitious and inhuman tyrant. His P9§d 
had^ at the fame time, fome good qualities, which ought quMia, 
not, to be concealed or mifreprefented. The kindnefs 
and refpe£l: which he manifefted for his two wives, the 
niildnefs with which he fufFered the freedom of young 
Dion(D), the commendations he beftowed on his own 



(C) As one of his courtiers, 
named Damocles, was perpe- 
tually repeating, that never 
man was happier than Diony- 
fius, and ertolHng the magni- 
ficence of his palaces, the ex- 
tent of his dominions, the num- 
ber of his troops, the richnefs 
of his treafures, &c. Diony- 
fius aiked him, whether he 
would, for a (hort time, have 
a tafte of his happinefs, Da- 
mocles accepted the offer with 
joy ; and, being invited to din- 
ner by Dionyfius, he was ac- 
cordingly placed on a bed of 
gold, covered with carpets of 
^ ineflimable value : the table 
was fpread with daindes of all 
forts ; and the moft beautiful 
flaves, in pompous habits, or- 
dered . to wait on Damocles, 
and watch the leaft fignal to 
ferve him. The courtier was 
tranfported with joy, and faid, 
that if he could always live in 
that manner, he ftiould look 
upon himfelf as the happieft of 
mortals. He had fcarce fpo- 
ken when, accidentally calling 
up his eyes, he beheld, over 
his head, a naked fword, hang- 
ing from thecielingby a finglc 
horfe-hair. At this fight he 
was immediately taken with a 
cold fweat ; every thing dif- 
appeared in an inflant, except 

(i) Cic. Tufc. Quaeft.lib. v. 
Piut. in Dion, 



the fword ; he could think of 
nothing elfe ; and the danger 
he was threatened with, throw- 
ing him into dreadful agonies, 
he deiired permiffion to retire, 
declaring he would be happy 
no longer. A lively repre- 
fentation of the unhappy life 
which a tyrant muft lead when 
hated by his fubje<5ts (i). 

(C) Dionyfius ridiculing 
one day the government of 
Gelon, and faying, in allufion 
to his name, that he had been 
the laughing-dock of Sicily, 
that being the import of the 
Greek word yiA*;?; all the 
courtiers highly applauded the 
wit of that conceit, or rather 
pun, flat and infipid as it was. 
But Dion took it in a different 
manner, and had courage to 
tell Dionyfius, that he was 
in the wrong to talk in that 
manner of a prince whofe wife 
and equitable conduct had ex- 
hibited an excellent form of 
government, and given the Sy- 
racufans a favourable opinion 
of monarchy* ** You reign, 
faid he, and have been trufted, 
for Gelon's fake ; but, on your 
account, no man will ever be 
frufled after you." This re- 
preheniion Dionyfius took in 
good part, without fhewing the 
leaft refentment (2). 

(«] Died. Sicul. ubi Aipra, & 
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fitter Thcfta, for the bold and generous anfwcr ftie madr 
him on account of her hufband's flight, his obliging and 
infinuating behaviour towards the Syracufans, on fcvcral 
occafions, and the familiarity with which he condefcended 
to converfe with the meaneft citizens, and even \xrorkmen, 
convince us, that he had more equity, moderation^ and 
generofity, than is generally afcribed to him by hi(lorians« 
In ihort, he was a tyrant, but not fo inhuman as many 
who have reigned (ince his time. 

Dionyfius had three children by his wife Doris, the Lo- 
crian, and four by Ariilomache, the filler of Dion^ whom 
we (hall often have occafion to mention in the following 
reign. When no hopes were left of Dionyfius's life, Dion 
took upon him to fpeak in favour of his children by Anito* 
mache, infmuating, that it was juil to prefer the iflue of 
a Syracufan to that of a ftranger. But the phyficians, de« 
' £rous to make their court to young Dionyfius, the fon of 
Doris, who had been brought up for the throne, did not 
give the father time to alter his refolution, difpatching 
him in the manner we have related above ; fo that Die* 
Dionyjius nyfius, furnamed the Younger, peaceably afcended the 
ike Touffg- throne. After he had performed his father's funeral with 
***• the utmoft magnificence, he aflembled the people, and 

promifed to purfue, with regard to his fubjefts, quite dif- 
ferent meafures from thofe which had been pradkifed in 
Yr. of Fl. the preceding reign. The gentle and humane difpofitioii 
A'?^Ch ^fyo""g Dionyfius, made the Syracufans believe, that 
366. ^^^y (hould live happy under his government ; whereas, 
, they were well apprifed, that if they attempted a change, 

the confequences of a civil war would involve the ftate 
in endlefs calamities. On thefe confiderations, notwith« 
ftanding their paflion for liberty, they ftifFered him to take 
firt c/ta- gyjet pofTeflion of the throne as a lawful inheritance. He 
ra^er, was of a quite different charafler from his father, being 
as peaceable and calm in his temper, as the other was 
active and enterprifing ; yet this mildnefs and moderation 
was not the cfie£l of a wife and judicious underftanding, 
but of a certain habitual floth and indolence. He was na.> 
turally inclined to virtue, and avdrfe to all violence and 
cruelty ; had a tafte for arts and fciences, and took great 
delight in conyerfing with men of learning. Whence it 
is plain, that he would have proved a good prince had an 
early and proper care been taken to cultivate the happy 
difpofition which he brought intp the world with him. 
But his father, to whom all merit, even in his own chil- 
dren, gave umbrage, ftifled in him every noble and elc- 

vatecl 
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Tated fentiment) by a mean and obfcure education. He DMax- 

no fooner afcended the throne, than Dion, who was well celltniqaa" 

acquainted with his temper, and good difpofitioii, under- "''''• 

took to corre£t the faults of his low education, and in- 

(pirc him with thoughts fuitable to the high ftation he was 

placed in. Dion was the fon of Hipparinus, the mod 

illuftrious citizen of Syracufe, and brother of Ariftomache, 

the wife of Dionyfius the Elder. In his early years he 

contra&ed an intimate acquaintance and friendihip with 

Plato (E), who, in one of his letters, gives this glorious 

teftimony of him, that he had never met with a young man 

on whom his difcourfes made fo great an impreflion, or 

who had embraced his principles with fo much ardoun 

Diodorus fpeaks of him as one of the greateft men that 

Sicily, or any other country ever produced. And, indeed, 

it is not eafy to find fo many excellent qualities in one and 

the fame perfon, as thofe that centered in Dion. But, 

to return to Dionyfius. In the very beginning of his Dionyfys 

reign, as he had been kept under great reflraint by his abandons 

father, he abandoned himfelf to all manner of diverfions kimfelfu 

and ihameful pleafures. He was fcarce feated on the ^f^^" 

throne, when he made an entertainment, or rather a de- •'* 

bauch, which continued three months together, during 

all which time his palace was crouded with debauchees, 1 

and refounded with nothing but low buffoonery, obfcene 

jefts, lewd fongs, dances, and mafquerades. As Dion 

believed that this was the efFe£t of a bad education, and 

entire ignorance of his duty, he rightly conceived, that 

the beft remedy would be to introduce to him perfons of 

good fenfe, virtue, and learning, whofe agreeable con- 

verfation might, at once, inftrufl: and divert him ; for 

the young prince was endowed with good natural parts, 

and took delight in converfing with philofophers. With 

this view Dion often talked of JPlato as the moft profound 

of all the philofophers, whofe merit he was well acquaint- 



(E) He was firft acquainted 
with Plato at the court of Dio- 
nyfius the Elder, who invited 
him into Sicily, and for fome 
time profeiTed a great kindnefs 
for him. But, at length, tak- 
ing ofience at his freedom, he 
ordered him to be carried into 
fhe common market-place, and 



there fold as a flave, for five mi* 
But fome philofophers of 



nse 



the fame fe£l redeemed him, and 
fent him back to Greece with 
this friendjy advice ; that phi- 
lofophers ftiould very feldom 
converfe with tyrants; and, 
when they did, they fhould be 
of a winning behaviour (3). 



(3) Diodor. lib* xv. cap. 1. 
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cd mtby and to whom he himfelf was indebted for all 
be knew. He enlarged on the elevation of his genius^ 
Ae extent of his knowlege, the amiablenefs of his cha« 
ra&er, and the charms of his converfation. He repre- 
iented him as the. man the mod capable to inftrud him 
in the arts of governing, upon which his own happineis, 
and that of his fubjeds, depended. Thefe difcourfes in* 
flamed the young prince with a defire of feeing that cele- 
brated philofopher9 and improving by his convorfatioiu 
Ptmyhu He wrote to him in the moil obliging manner, inviting 
fndiSw him to his court, and difpatched exprefs after exprefs to 
fl§u. baften his journey ; but Plato, recollecting tlie treatment 
he had received at his father's court, could not prevail 
«(>on himfelf to comply with his invitation. AZ' tfae Py- 
thagorean philofophers g^ Sicily and Italy joined their 'm^ 
treaties with thofe of the* prince ; and Dion^ with repeated 
letters, never ceafed to importune him, till, at length, be 
promifed to return into Sicily^ and attend to the foui^ 
prince's education. 

This refolution h^hly difpleafed the reft of the cour* 
tiers, who, dreading the prefence of Plato, of which they 
forefaw the confequences, United againft him as their €(XB« 
mon enemy. They were, for the moft part, young inex- 
perienced debauchees, perfons of no merit, and abandoned 
characters ; wherefore they rightly judged, that if ail 
things were to be meafured according to the ftandard of 
true merit, which was one of Plato's maxims^ they could 
lay no claim to honours, nor e]cpe£l: any favour. They 
were not able to prevent, Plato's voyage,* but contrived 
means to render it inefFe<3ual, by perfuading Diony* 
fhiT\fu$ fius to recall Philiftus from banifliment, who was an 



fentforhy experienced officer, and a zealous aflertor of tyranny. 
tilrsliTct^ They hoped to find a counterpoife in him to PlatQ and al' 
fp/ekim. fais philofophy ; for Philiftus was not only a brave com 



mander» but a man of extraordinary parts and uncommoa 

learning* He wrote the hiftory of Sicily, and is honoured 

by Tully-with the title of Thucydides thefecond** 

Phfoor^ Plato, on his arrival, was received with the higheft 

rtvei at marks of honour and'refpeft : at his landing he found one 

jracujt. ^£ ^j^^ prince's chariots, with horfes richly capariibned, 

ready to attend him ; and the prince no fooner heard that 

he was landed, than he commanded a folemn facrifice to 

be offered in tbankfgiving to the gods, for having fent him 

X Diodor. Sicul. lib. xiv. Plut. in Dion. Athen. lib. x. i^ic. de 
Orat. lib. ii. 

a man 
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ft man of fxich merit and wifdom. Plato found Bionyfins 
in the moft happy difpofition imaginable', and inflamed 
with an eager defire of profiting by his precepts. The phi- 
lofopher, by ^adapting himfelf, with wonderful addrefs, 
to the young prince's humour, and gaining his confidence ^ ^ 

and anedtion, in a very fhort time wrought a furprifing 
change in his mind. He had abandoned himfelf, till then, 
to idlenefs, pleafure, and luxury ; and was ignorant of all 
the duties of his charafler, the inevitable confequence of 
a difiblute life; but now, awaked, as it were, from a 
lethargy, he began to have fome reliih for virtue, and to 
tafte the refined pleafure of a blamelefs life. The cour- 
tiers, who never fail to imitate the prince, fieemed to 
fall in with his inclinations ; and, laying afide the ^-ivolous 
amufements of a court, applied themfelves to the ftudy of 
philofophy, as the only means to preferment. 

Philiftus and hisparty were greatly alarmed at the fudi ConJ^irM 
den change they ob&rved in Dionyfius ; and, judging from ofthecour' 
fome expreffions, that Plato might, at laft, induce him to t'^/^-^ 
refign the tyranny, ufed all poffible means to bring that S^^^^^^* 
philosopher into difgrace. They began by ridiculing the 
retired life which Dionyfius led with Plato \ they attempt^ 
ed to render the zeal 01 Plato and Dion fufpe£ted, by in- 
iinuating, that Dion ufed Platb as a proper inftrument to 
draw Dionyfius into a voluntary refignation of the crown, 
that he might place it on the head of his nephew, the fofi 
of Ariftomache. ** The Athenians, faid they, formerly 
invaded Sicily with a mighty fleet and a formidable army, 
without being able to fubvert the government of Syracufe : 
and fhall now an idle caviller from Athens, an unintelli- 
gible fophift, attain that point, and perfuade Dionyfius to 
renounce a real and fubftantial felicity, confiding in em- 
pire, riches, and pleafures, for a pretended fupreme good 
to be found in the Academy ? '' Such repeated farcafms 
raifed, in the mind of Dionyfius, fomefufpicion of Dion, 
as if he really defigned to eftablifii his nephew in the fo- 
vereignty. The feai-s of Dionyfius were carefully foment^ 
ed by the enemies of Dion, who were perpetually advif- 
ing the prince to take proper meafures for the fecurity of 
his life and throne. They even forged a letter, which 
they (hewed to Dionyfius, pretending that it had been 
written by Dion to the Carthaginians. As this letter con- 
tained feveral articles of treafon, Dionyfius flew into a 
violent pafiion ; and, having concerted with Philiftus what 
meafures he (hould take, by his advice, diflembling his 
refentment, he led Dion alone to the fea-fide^ below the 

citadelj 
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citadel, where he (hewed him the letter, and accused faim 
of entering into a league with his enemies the Carthagi- 
nians. Dion might eafily have juftified himfelf ; but the 
king refufed to hear him, commanding him imxnediatelf 
to go on board a veffel, which lay there ready, with orders 
to carry him to the coaft of Italy, and leave him to 
his fate^. 

Such uniuft treatment raifed great clamours in Syracufe, 
and the whole city declared againft it. DionyCus, who 
apprehended the confequences of the public difcontent, in 
order to appeafe tit in fome degree, allowed Dion's rela- 
tions two veflels to tranfport him, in Peloponnefusy whither 
he had retired, his riches and numerous retinue; for he 
lived with great fplendor *. As foon as Dion was hsLmttk' 
cd, Dionyfius made Plato change his habitation, and re- 
move into the citadel, in appearance to do him more ho- 
nour, but in reality to fecure his perfon, and prevent him 
from joining Dion. However, he continued to fhew him 
extraordinary kindnefs, and, in confequence of jealoufy, 
ofiered him all his treafures, provided he would pxefer his 
friendihip to that of Dion. In the mean time a war break- 
ing out, Dionyfius reftored Plato to his liberty, and even 
gave him leave to return to Athens. At his departure he 
would have loaded him with prefents^ which Plato refufed, 
only begging that he would recall Dion. Dionyfius pro- 
mised to reuore him the following fpring \ but did not 
fulfil his promife, and only fent him the revenues of his 
eftate, defiring Plato, in a letter he wrote to him, to ex- 
cufe his breach of promife, and to impute it to the w^ar. He 
aflured him, that as foon as peace (hould be re-eflabliflied, 
Dion (hould be recalled, upon condition that he did not 
meddle with public affairs, nor, in the mean time, leiFen 
him in the opinion of the Greeks ; for Dion, during his 
banifliment, vifited mod of the cities of Greece, and was 
every where received with extraordinary marks of diftinc- 
tion. The Lacedaemonians made him free of their city, 
without regard to the refentment of Dionyfius, who, at 
that very time, affifted them with a powerful fupply in 
their war with the Thebans. Athens, which he chofefor 
the place of bis refidence, paid him the higheft honours, 
all the inhabitants of that city ftriving, as it were, to 
outdo each other in giving him in fiances of their efteem 
and afFcftion. This diftinftion alarmed the tyrant's jea- 
loufy, who put a flop to the remittance of Dion's revenues, 



J Plut. in Dion. « Plut. ibid. Plat. Epift. vii. 
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The Hijfory of Syracufe. 429 

ordering them to be paid into bis own treafury ». Such a 
refolution obliged Dion, who had hitherto lived quietly at 
Athens, to take another courfe, as we fhall afterwards fee* 
Dionyfius, having put an end to the war he was en- 
gaged in, of which no particulars have been tranfmitted 
to usy was again inflamed with a defire of feeing and hear- 
ing Plato. He accordingly prevailed upon Archytas, and 
the other Pythagorean philofophers, to write to him, and 
afTure him, that he. might return with {afety ; and that, 
upon his return, the promifes which had been made him 
fhould be pun£tually performed. The philofophers de- 
puted Archimedus to Plato, and Dionyfius fent at the 
fame time two triremes, with feveral of his friends on 
board, to folicit his compliance. He alfo wrote letters to 
him with his own hand, wherein he declared, that, if he 
refufed to return into Sicily, Dion (hould receive no fa- 
vours at his hands ; but if he complied with his requeft, 
the exile (hould be immediately reftored. Plato was very piatore* 
unwilling to truft to the tyrant's mercy and fickle tem- tunu f 
per ; but could not refift the warm folicitations of Dion's Skiy. 
friends \ he therefore departed for Sicily the third time^. 
being then in the feventieth year of his age^ DionyGus 
received Plato with inexpreffible joy.; appointed him tl^e 
bjcft apartment of his palace; and fuffered him to have 
free accefs at. all hours without being fearched, a fa* 
vour not granted to his beft friends. The philoibpher, 
feeing that Dionyfius repofed an entire confidence in him, 
entered upon Dion's affair, which was the chief motive of 
his voyage. But the tyrant evaded it, and in the mean 
time endeavoured, by heaping all manner of honours on 
Plato, to leffen his efteem and regard for Dion. The phi- 
lofdpher diffembled on His fide, and, though extremely 
offended at fo notorious a breach of faith, carefully con- 
cealed his diffatisfadlion. However, he could not refrain Difgrdad 
foliciting in behalf of his friend ; and his remonflrances hy DisMj" 
at length fo exafperated the tyrant, that he fuddenly or- /*'• 
dered Plato to remove from his apartment i;i the palape 
to another without the caftle, where his guards were 
quartered (F), Thefe had long hated Plato, becaufe he 

had 
a Plutarch, ibid. 

(F) A few days before Die- happening according to his pre- 
nyilus and Plato difagreed, one diaion, Dionyfius was fo much 
Helicon of Cyzicum, a parti- furprifed at it, that he made 
cular friend of^ Plato's, foretold him a prefent of a taletit. 
an eclipfe of the fun, which Ariflippus, jelling upon that 

occafion,. 
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bad advifed Dionyfius to difmifs them, and live ^thout 
any other ^uard, but the love of his people ; but Diony- 
•fins reftramed their fury, forbidding them, on pain of 
death, to moleft his gueft. When Archytas, -who was 
then pnetor or chief magiftrate of Tarentum, heard of 
the danger Plato was in, he immediately difpatched am- 
bafladors to Dionyfius, to remind him, that Plato came 
to Syracufe only upon his promife, and on the promife of 
all the Pythagorean philofophers, who liad engaged for 
his fafety ; wherefore he could not detain him againft his 
will, nor offer him any infult, without a manifeft breach 
PUtori^ of faith. This remonftrance awaked a fenfe of fhame in 
tmrwj t0 the tyrant, who at length allowed Plato to return into 
Grace. , Qreece. Upon his departure Dionyfius throwing off ail 
reftraint, abandoned himfelf to the moft ihamefu/ vices, 
fetting no bounds to his avarice, cruelty,, and rapine ^ 
DfMT ri' Not long after Plato had left Sicily, Dionyfius'otdcTcd 

folvfs t§ all Dion's lands and eflefts to be fold, and applied the 
^-'^ XTioney to his own ufe : neither did he ftop here, but gave 
^ •^* his half-fifler Arete, whom Dion had wedded after the 

• death of Theorides, in marriage to Timocrates, one of 
his friends and flatterers. Such unworthy treatment Dion 
^ould not brook ; and therefore from that moment re- 

' folved to attack the tyrant with open force, and revenge 
' all the wrongs he had fuffered. Plato, out of a fcrupu- 

• lous regard to the duties of hofpitality, did all that lay in 
his power to divert him from fuch a refolution ; but, on 

• the other hand, Speufippus, Plato's nephew, with whom 
Dion had contrafled a particular friendfhip during his 
abode at Athens, encouraged him to purfue fo noble a de- 

" fign, and reftore Sicily to its ancient freedom. All the reft 
of Dion's friends were of the fame opinion, and many of the 
principal citizens of Syracufe continually importuned him 
to return, defiring him not to be in pain for want of ftips 
or forces, but to embark in the firft vefTel he met with, 
and only lend his name to the friends of liberty. Dion 
did not delay any longer, but undertook the delivery of 

i» Plat. Epift: vii. Plut. in Dion. & Moral. 

occafion, faid, that he Hkewife will not be long ere DicMnjrfius 

had.fomething very extraordi- and Plato, whoatprefentfeeffl 

nary to foretell; and, being to be great friends, will be 

• pi^elTed to explain himfelf, ^ I enemies (i).'* 
prophecy, (faid he), that it 

» 

(i) Plutarcb. in Dion. 
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his country, wKich implored his proteflion. No enter- 
prize was ever formed with greater boldnefs, or condudted 
with more prudence, ' He began to raife foreign troops Raifit 
privatdy, by proper agents, for the better concealment 6f troops ^^^ 
his defign. Many perfons of diftinOion, who were at the ^af€ij. 
head of afiairs, entered into his meafures, and gave him 
notice of whatever was tranfafted in Sicily. But of the 
'•exiles, who were above a thoufand, difperfed through 
'Sicily and Greece, only twenty-five joined him; fo 
much were they awed by the dread of the tyrant. The 
illand Zacynthus was the place of rendezvous, where the 
troops aflembled to the number of about eight hundred, 
« all tried on many occafions, welldifciplined, and capable 
* of animating, with their example, the forces which Dion 
' hoped to find in Sicily. "When they fet fail, Dion ac- 
quainted them with his defign, which, till that time, he 
had concealed from the common foldier s. The boldnefs 
of the undertaking occafioned at firft no fmall conftema- 
tioQ ; but Dion foon removed their fears, by telling them, 
that he did not lead them in this expedition as foldiers, 
but as o£EicerS) to put them at the head of the Syracufans, 
and all the people of Sicily, who were ready to receive 
them with open arms. Dion, before he failed from Za- 
cynthus, offered a folemn facrifice to Apollo, and gave a 
grand entertainment to his fmall army, which was now 
impatient to proceed on their voyage, and begin the great 
work of delivering Sicily from tyranny and oppreffidn. setsfinl 
Next day they embarked on board two trading-veffels, and /^ ski^m 
put to fea with loud fhouts of joy, as if they had already 
dethroned the tyrant. 

Dion, after having been twelve days at fea, arrived with 
' his fmall body of troops at Cape Pachynum, where their 
pilot advifed them to land immediately, left they (hould 
be overtaken by a violent hurricane, with which tney were 
threatened. But Dion, not thinking it fafe to land fo 
near the enemy, ordered him to put to fea again, and 
double the cape ; which they had no fooner done, than a 
furious ftorm, attended with rain, thunder, and light- 
ning, drove them on the eaftern coaft of Africa, where 
' they were in great danger of being 'dalhed to pieces 
agaitift the rocks ; but, luckily for them, the wind chang- 
ing, they ftood out to fea for Sicily, and, with a favour- Dionmr^ 
able wind, entered the port of Minoa, not far from Agri- riva i« 
gentum. This city was then in the hands of the Cartha- Siciij. 
ginians, and governed by one Synalus, or, as Diodorus 
'- calls him, Paralus, Dion's particular friend. They were 

therefore 
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therefore kindly received, and would bare remained thene 
fome time to refrefl) themfelves after the fatigues of their 
▼oyage, had they not received advice, that Dionyfius had 
a tew days before embarked for Italy, attended vrith four- 
fcore gallies* Dion, in order to take advantage of his eb« 
fence, immediately fetout for Syracufe; and, on his march, 
prevailed upon the Agrigentines, Geleans, Camarinians, 
and other cities, to favour his defign. He no fooner en- 
tered the Syracufan territories, than multitudes joined him 
from all parts, every one looking upon him as the deliverer 
of their country. When he arrived at the Anapus, he 
ordered his troops to halt, and there offered a facrifice to 
the tutelary gods of Syracufe ; which being performed, 
he called an afiembly of all the Syracufans in his camp ; 
and after having acquainted them with his de/ign, which 
was to reftore them to their liberty, and fupprefs tyranny, 
he defired them to name a general, who ihould be intruft- 
ed with the whole conduft of the enterprize. The mul- 
titude cried out with one voice, that Dion and his brother 
Megacles fhould be generals, and invefted them with ab- 
folute power and command. The new generals drew 
up their army in battalia, and immediately marched to 
the city, where they were received at the gates by the 
mod condderable of the inhabitants in white habits. As 
no troops appeared to oppofe them, they boldly entered 
the city, and marched through Acradina to the forum, 
where they encamped, being in all above fifty thoufand 
men. Here Dion ordered the trumpets to found, to ap- 
peafe the noife and tumult \ and, filence being made, a 
herald proclaimed, that " Dion and Megacles were come 
to abolifli tyranny, and to free the people of Syracufe, 
and their allies, from the yoke of the tyrant." At thefe 
words the whole city refounded with joyful (houts and 
acclamations. They had lived fifty years in flavery, and 
faw themfelves, by the valour of one man, reftored to li- 
berty, when they leaft expeded fo happy a change. 
Wherever Dion pafled, the citizens, having fet out tables 
and bowls, and prepared viftims, as he came before their 
houfes, threw all forts of flowers upon him, addreffing 
vows and prayers to him as to a god. Dion, feeing him- 
felf matter of the city, attacked Epipote, and took it by 
ftorm, fetting at liberty the citizens, who were prifoners 
in the fort. He then furrounded the citadel, whither all 
the tyrant's friends and mercenaries had fled, with a ftrong 
wall frcm fea to fea j fo that they could receive no fuc- 

cours 
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toiif's by land, nor have any communication with the reft 
of the city ^ 

In the mean time Dionyfius, who was at Caulonia in Didn^ui 
Italy, receiving intelligence of what pafled in Syracufe, f*fttrs tht 
haftcned thither, and entered the citadel by fea feven ^^^^'^^ 
days after .the arrival of Dion. He found his affairs in a Gains iim$ 
defperate condition; and therefore, to gain time, fent '^j*^ 
ambaffadors to Dion and the Syracufans, offering to re- ^f'^^'ft. 
ftore the democracy, provided they would confer certain ^^^^J^ • 
honours upon him in the republican ftate ; he alfo defired 
they would appoint deputies to treat with him, th^t he 
jfnight put a ipeedy end to the war. The Syracufans im^ 
mediately fent fome of their citizens to fign an agreement 
trith him, upon the articled which he had propofed i but 
Dionyfius, putting off the conferences from day to day> 
^nd obferving that the Syracufans, in hops of peac^, kept 
negligent guard, fuddcnly attacked the wall, with which 
f hey had enclofed the citadel, and made feveral breaches. Jlttaeisth 
So warm and unexpefled an affault put the Syracufans in ^F''^^** 
great diforder ; however they maintained their ground, '^***'^' 
.»nd fought with great refolution. Dion diftinguilhed Dhn*sjiaU 
himfelf above ^11 the reft; for, finding that his troops la»tbehm*> 
"W^ere very backward in engaging the tyrant's mercenaries, **''*•'** 
and believing example more powerful than words, he 
threw himfelf refolutely into the midft of them ; and, 
after having made a great flaughter of the enemy, and 
broken their ranks, made way for his men to follow his 
footfteps. His (hield being pierced through in many 
J>laces, and the enemy difcharging fhowefs of darts oit 
fiim from all fides, he was wounded in his right arm with 
a javelin, and,* fainting through the extremity of the pain^ 
'Was very near falling into the enemy's hands ;» but the 
Syracufans, highly concerned for the fafety of their ge- 
lieral, charged the mercenaries in a compaft body, and^ 
refcuing Dion, who was exhaufted, put the enemy to 
flight. A great number of the tyrant's troops were flain timyfiusU 
ton the fpot ; the r6ft efcaped with much difiiculty into the &Mpjt^r 
citadel. The Syracufans, having gained fo glorious a fiafid. 
f iftory, fet up a trophy in defiance of the tyrant ; reward- 
ed their foreign troops with a confidefable fum of money; 
ind prefented Dion with a cfown of gold. On the other 
hand Dionyfius, having obtained leave to carry off his 
dead, caufed them to be buried in purple robes, with ex<* 

< Plut. & Diodor. ibid. 
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traordinary honours j fuch as furvivedi he rewarded with 
great generofity •*. 
iMgrati- After this defeat, he fent ambafladors anew to propofe 

iMdg %fihi ^gj^nis of peace ; but Dion returned no other anfwer than 
trwjtds ^^^i " Let Dionyfius firft abdicate the tyranny, and then 
Dm. we^fliall hear him." Dionyfius was highly provoked at 

this haughty and peremptory anfwer, as he called it; 
but, however, difiembling his refentment^ he fent other 
ambaffadors with a letter to Dion, written with great art 
and addrefs, and well calculated to render him fufpeded 
by the Svracufans, of an intention to feize on the fove- 
'reignty tor himfelf. The Syracufans were taken with 
this grofs contrivance, (for JDion read the Icttter in the 
public aflembly), and began to be jealous of his too great 
power. The arrival of Heraclides greatly zontrihnttA to 
the ftiameful fteps that ungrateful people took with re- 
gard to their deliverer and benefaftor. Heraclides was 
. one of the Syracufan exiles, an excellent officer, and well 
known among the troops, which, he had formerly com- 
manded under Dionyfius j but at the fame time he vTas 
very ambitious, and a fccret enemy to Dion, with whom 
he had fome difpute in Peloponnefus. He arrived at 
Syracufe with fe»en triremes, aud three other veflels, not 
with a At^\^ to join Dion, but toad feparately, in hopes 
UtracUdis of having himfelf the glory of expelling the tyrant. His 
i9deavout$ firft endeavour was to ingratiate himfelf with the people; 

lltminTtf ^^ ^?^ ^^^* 5^^ ^^ ^^^ wonderfully qualified by an open 
ihepeifplt ^'^^ infinuating behaviour, whilft Dion's auftere gravity 
from Dion, was ofFenfive to the multitude, efpecially as they were be- 
come more haughty and untraftable by their late viflory. 
Heraclides, by courting them, and in every thing fecond- 
ing their capricious humour, fo gained their aflFefiiors in 
a Ihort time> that they appointed him commander in chief 
of the fleet. Dion, having notice of thefe irregular pro- 
ceedings, haftened to the aflembly, and highly com- 
plained of the afiront ; for they had conferred upon him 
(Dion) the fupreme command both of the fleet and army. 
His remonftrances were of fuch weight with the aflembly, 
that they deprived Heraclides of his new ofiice. When 
the aflembly broke up, Dion fent for him ; and, having 
gently reprimanded him for his ftrange condufl in fo de- 
licate a conjunfture, when the leafl: divifion among them- 
. (elves might be attended with the moft fatal confequcnces, 
fummoned a new aflTemblyj and, in the prefeixce of the 

* Diodon Plut. ibid. 
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hiultitude^ appointed him admiral^ and allowed liim fuch 
VL guard as he had for his own perfon. Dion imagined, 
that, by this obliging behaviour, he (hould fubdue his 
rival's ill-will. But Heraclides was not to be gained fo 
'eafily \ he aimed at the fupreme command, and nothing 
lefs would fatisfy his ambition,: he exprefled indeed great 
bblig&tion to Dion, feemed to court his favour, and, in 
"hi^ outward behaviour, fliewed a great readinefs to obey 
his bi'dei's. But at the fame time he fecretly influenced the 

Seople againft him, oppofed his meafures ; and malicioufly 
lifreprefented his whole conduft, as if he defigned either 
to fave the tyrant, or protra£l the war. While Heraclides 
was thus difpdfing the people to confer the fupreme com- 
mand upon himfelf, one incident happened, which greatly 
raifed his reputation among the Syracufans. Philiftus, 
the tyrant*? admiral, having put to fea with fixty gallies, 
Heraclides gave chace with his fmall fquadron^ obliged 
him to engage, and gained a complete victory. Philiftus Hiljfiui, 
behaved with great perfonal bravery ; but, at laft, finding dtfeated hy 
himfelf entirely furrounded by the Syracufans, who were Heraclides^ 
defirous of taking him alive, he laid violent hands on ^^„Jjl^^ 
himfelf, after having difcharged the truft repofed in him kOn/elfi 
in a diftinguiflied manner. The Syrrxufans vented their 
rage upon his dead body, which they barbaroufly mangled, 
dragged it through all the ftreets of the city, and then 
threw it over the walls to rot, without burial, in the open 
fields. He was one of the tyrant's moft trufty friends, 
and had on all occafions given him fignal proofs of his 
fidelity. Dionyfius, difheartened by the lofs of fo fteady a 
friend and experienced an officer, fent ambafladors to 
Dion, offering to furrender the citadel, with all the troops 
in garrifon, and money to pay them for five months, upoii 
condition that he (hould be allowed to retire to Italy, and 
there enjoy, during his life, the revenue of certain land$, 
which he mentioned, in the neighbourhood of Syraciife. 
Dion's advice was, that the terms fliould be accepted : 
but the Syracufans, hoping to take Dionyfius alive, would 
lift en to no propofals. Wherefore, the tyrant leaving the b'w'k^jiuh 
citadel in the hands of his eldeft fon ApoUocrate?, and, fl^^s to 
taking the advantage of a favourable wind, piit to fea in a ^'^b'* 
fmall veflel, and landed undifcovered in Italy^ with his 
moft valuable cffeds ®. 

Heraclides Vvas greatly blamed for having futfered hlrn JFadhm m 
lo efcape y and therefore, to regain the favour of the peo- Syra<uj€% 

« Plut. k Diodor. ibid. 
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pic, he propofcd a new divifion of lands ; infinuatingi 
that they could never enjoy perfedl liberty, as long as there 
Was fuch an inequality in wealth and power, 'rhis mo- 
• tion was warmly oppofed by Dion ; which oppofition gave 
Heraclides an opportunity of rendering him fufpeiaed to 
the people, sis if he intended to keep them in fubje£J:ioD, 
ind reduce them to the fame ftace of flavery in which 
they had been held by their tyrants. By thus pretending 
to cfpoiife the caufe of liberty, he prevailed upon the af* 
' fembly to reduce the pay of the foreign troops, to appoint 
new generals, himfelf among the reft, and to make a new 
divifion of lands. At the fame time they privately foli- 
cited the foreign troops to abandon Dion, and join them, 
promifing to give ttcm a fhare in the goveramcnt, sts well 
as the natives and citizens. But thefe laft generouily rc- 
Jefted the offer, declaring that tbey would fupport Dion 
to the laft, and willingly facrifice their lives in defence of 
their general. The populace were fo enraged at this de- 
claration » that they began to aftemble in a tumultuous 
manner, dnd throw out threats againft Dion and bis 
t>hnobUg' troops. Thus menaced, thofe brave men, placing Dion 
wdtQquit ;^ ^{jgj,. centre, began to march out of the city, protcft- 
Sjtatufi, j^g^ ^j^^^ jj^ j^^g gg ^j^g q£ ^jjgjj^ ^2jg alive,, nobody {hooM 

hurt their general. In this manner they withdrew, with- 
out offering the leaft violence to any of the citizens, but 
only reproaching them with ingratitude towards their de- 
liverer and benefaftor. The Syracufans, defpifing their 
fmall number, and afcribing their moderation to want of 
courage, began the attack, notr doubting but they (hould 
put them all to the fword before they got out of the city. 
Dion, being thus reduced to the neceffity of either dc- 
ftroying thofe he was come to fave, or being himfelf de- 
ftroyed with fb many brave men, intreated them in the 
moft tender and afFeftionate manner to hearken to reafon, 
and not fuffer themfetves to be impofed upon by ambi- 
tious and ilUdefigning men, pointing with his hand at tbe 
citadel, which was full of enemies, who with great joy 
beTield all that pafTed. But finding them deaf to all his 
remonftrances, he commanded his men to face about, and 
march in clofe order, as if they defigned to fall upon ilic 
multitude i they obeyed his orders j, and, raiting a great 
fliouf, advanced, pretending to attack them with the at- 
^"a 'a -^oft fury. The noife they made with their arms, ac- 
sirLufans ^o^^'^g ^o £)ion's direfltions, fo terrified the popuIac«, 
ivMo pur^ * ^'^at they betook themfelves to a diforderfy flight. Dion 
futd him. did not offer to purfue them^ but haftened bis march to- 
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3Mrardd the country of the Leontines. The Syracufans, 
being on their return treated by their countrymen as cow- 
ards for having fuffered fo fmall a body of men to make 
their efcape, in order to retrieve their honour marched 
out again in purfuit of Dion ; and, coming up with hinj 
as he was paffinga river, ordered their cavalry to advance 
to thjC charge. But when they perceived, that he wa^ 
refolved in earned to repel force by force, they were again 
ftized with terror 5 and, flying in a more ihameful manr 
ner than before, regained the city K 

The Leontines not only received Dion with great mark's Dion nveff 
of diftinftion 5 but made rich prefents to his foldiers, and ^^^'!^i^ 
declared them all free citizens. They likewife fent am- fj^gf^ '^^ 
taffadors to the Syracufans, complaining of the ill treat- 
ment Dion and his troops had experienced, and remind- 
ing them of the ineftimable favours they had received 
from fo worthy a patriot- The Syracufans replied, that 
Dion had driven out one tyrant with a defign to eftablifli 
another ; and therefore ought to be treated in the fame 
jnanner as their firft tyrant had been, whom they had 
obliged not only to quit Syracufe, but the ifland. 

In the mean time the tyrant's troops in the citadel, be- 
ing reduced by famine to the utmoft extremity, refolved 
at laft to furrender both the place and themfelves to the 
Syracufans. Accordingly they fent deputies to obtain the 
beft terms they could procure ; but while they were ac^ 
tualiy conferring with the townfmen, Nypfius, a general 
of experienced valour, and greatly attached to Dionyfius, 
appeared with a numerous fquadron of gallics, and a 
gfeat rnany tranfports laden with corn, and all kinds of 
prpvifioii. NypGus anchored in the porf of Arethufa ; 
and, haying landed the men he brought with him, 
called a council of war, whereiii he mj^de a fpeech to the 
garrifon fiiitable to the prefent qccafion 5 and, with hopes 
of ample rewards, engaged them to promife, fhat they 
woujd never fubmif to the enemy upon any terrn^ vyhat* 
focver. The Syracufans no fooner heard of this new 
fupply, than they manned as many gallies as they had iit 
hand-f and attacking the enemy while they were unload- 
ing the corn, and jathe]^ prgyifions, funk fome of their 
(hips, took others^ and purfued the reft to the {hore. But 
this very vi£lory was the occafion of their ruin : for, 
flighting the enemy, wWn^ they looked upon as utterly 
yanquifhed, they gave themfelves up to feafting, revelling, 

1 Plut. io Dion. p. 97't, 975< Ciodor. lib. f vi. 
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and all kind of debauchery; which, infatuation, NypfijOK 
Syracufi ^*^ "^' ^^^^ ^^ improve to his advantage.. That brave com- 
taken by mander, defirous to repair his late lofs by. fomc bold att 
thtgarrifm tempt, ordered his men to march out of thp citadcU and, 
^^i^L "' affault the wall by whi(?h it was enclofed. They met with, 
no oppofition, the guards being every where afleep after \ 
their laft night's debauch : having therefore in filencc ap- 
plied their fcaling-laddcrs, fome of the mod refolute. 
mounted the wall, killed the centinels, and opened the. 

Spates to their companions. Thus all the garrifon, con- 
ilHng of ten thoufand well difciplined troops* entered the 
city, cut all thofe to pieces who oppofed them, and made 
fuch a dreadful havock as can hardly be exprefled. Many 
of the citizens were murdered in their beds, their houfes 
were plundered, and their wives and children either 
cruelly butchered before their faces, or carried captives 
into the citadel, without regard to their tears and lamen- 
tations. The flaughter was fo great, that the ftrcets were 
every where, covered with dead bodies, and the private 
hbules fiUed with blood. 
P'ton re. The citizens finding themfelves in this defperate condi- 

taiied. tion, knew not what to refolve on. They were well ap- 
prifed, that Dion was the only perfon who could admi- 
nifter them any relief; but no one had courage enough to 
name him ; fo much were they afhamed of their ingrati* 
tude towards their proteftor. As the danger increafed 
every moment, and the enemy was preparing to fet fire to 
the city, one boldly cried out, " Letus fend for Dion." His 
name was no fooner pronounced, than the whole multi- 
tude, wirh (houts of joy, approved the motion ; according- 
ly deputies were that inftant difpatched to Leontini ; who 
arriving Jate in the evening, threw themfelves at Dion's 
fdet, and acqu?iinted him with the deplorable condition of 
TAi Syra- Syracufe. Dion no fooner heard them, than he affem- 
tufandepu^ bled a council of war; and, having introduced the Syra- 
ties, how cyfan deputies, defired them to lay before his officers the 

^^A/'«, ^^^^ °^ ^^^'^ ^'^y* ^^'^^ they defcribed in a very moving 
fpeech, entreating Dion to forget the ill treatment he had 
received, the rather becaufe that unfortunate people had 
already paid dear for it ; and they acknowleged the mi- 
feries they fuffered juftly inflicted upon them for their 
ingratitude towards the father, of his country. As foon 
as they had concluded, Dion rofe up ; but, inflead of 
fpeaking, burft into tears, and could not for fome time 
utter a fingle word. The foreign foldiers, who were 
mortly Peloppnnefians, endeavoured, to con(b]|e;.himy and 
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cijjrcfflcd a general conipallioh in feeing their leader fo' 
oViferwllelmed with grief. At length, having recovered 
Jiimfelf, he addreffed his troops, and the people of Leon- 
tini, in the following terms : ** Men of Peloponnefus, 
and ybu, our allies, I have aflembled you here, that you 
may confider what is proper to be done with regard to 
yburfelves: as forme, lam already determined, and muft 
not be wavering, when my country is in danger. If I 
cannot preferve it, I will perifli with it, and be buried 
in its ruins. But for you, if you will be fo generous 
as to forget the ill treatment yoU have received at our 
hands, and affift us once more, follow my example j but 
if your juft complaints againft the Syracufans prevail 
with you to abandon them in their prefent diftrcfs, and 
fafffer them to periih, may the gods amply reward you for 
the aifeftion and fidelity you have hitherto exprefled for 
me ! I only beg that you will remember Dion, who did 
not abandon you, when you were bafely treated by his 
country; nor his country, when fallen into misfortunes/' 
He had no fooner done fpeaking, than the foreign troops, 
with one "voice, in treated him to lead them on that mo- 
ment againft the enemy. The deputies, tranfported with 
joy, tenderly embraced them, praying the gods to fecond 
their generous refolution. As foon as the tumult was ap- 
peafed, Dion ordered them to refrefh themfclves, and re- 
turn with their arms to. the fame place, being refolved to 
fet out that very night on his march to Syracufe. 

In the mean time the foldiers of Dionyiius, after ha\^ng 
committed all forts of outrages in the city, had retired at The ^ph^ 
night inta the citadel. This ftiort refpite gave Dion's rabje con-' 
enemies new courage ; who flattering themfelves that the ^'''°* ^f 
garrifon would not venture again out of the caftle, began J^^^^fi* 
to exhort the Syracufans to think no more of Dion, but 
to defend themfelves by their own valour. They fo far 
prevailed, that new deputies were difpatched from the 
chief commanders to ftop his march j but his friends, at 
the fame time, fent fome trufty citizens to entreat him not 
to hearken to the embaflies of fuch as were equally enemies 
to him and their country. Dion therefore purfued his 
march ; but the oppofite faftion feized the gates with a 
defign to difpute his entrance. In the mean time Nypfius, 
well apprifed of the divifions that reigned in the city, 
made another fally from the citadel, and caufed fuch a 
dreadful havock in all quarters, that from the heaps of ' 
dead bodies^ with which the ftreets, the fquares, and the 
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forum) were ftrewed, it might have been believed, that not 
a Gngle citizen had been left alive. They fpared neither 
age nqr fex, but put all, without dIftin£iion, to the iword* 
Nothing but mUrder and bloodihed was feen in every 
corner ; and becaufe they were informed, that Dion was 
hadening to the relief of the city, they feemed determined 
to deftroy it entirely before his arrival ; for, after they 
had murdered all the inhabitants they could difcover, with 
burning torches, draw, and other combuftibles, they fet fire 
to the houfes ; fo that many, who had efcaped the fword^ 
were mifcrably confumed in the flames ^. 
P'ton ri* During this confufion, Dion unexpectedly arrived ; and» 

ut^uesSy- having detached his light-armed troops againft the enemy 
^•* to reanimate the citizens who were ft ill alive, fay their 
prefence, he drew up his heavy-armed infantry, and di- 
vided them into fmall parties, that they might be ah\e to 
attack in feveral places at once, and appear ftronger and 
more formidable to the enemy. Having made the difpo- 
litions, and invoked the gods, he marched through the city 
againft the enemy, being every where welcomed with ac- 
clamations, ihouts of joy, and fongs of victory. There 
was not one in the city fo fond of life, as not to be in 
more pain for Dion's fafety than his own : they were all 
under the greateft apprehenfions in feeing him march the 
foremoft over blood, fire, and dead bodies, with which 
the public ftreets were covered. The enemy, hearing 
that Dion had entered the city, pofted themfelves in line 
of battle behind the ruins oi the wall they had thrown 
down, determined, at all events, to maintain that poft, 
left their communication with the city ftiould be cut off. 
It was with the greateft difficulty that Dion's army kept 
.i their order, being often obliged to march through the 

fire, and clouds of fmoke, while the roofs and beams of 
the houfes, half confumed by the flames, falling down, 
broke their ranks. At length they arrived at the place 
where the enemy waited for them, and began the attack. 
The flaughter was great on both fides, and the fight con- 
tinued for feveral hours before Dion could get over the 
ruins which covered the enemy ; but at length the Pclo-» 
ponnefians, animating each other with mutual ftiouts^ 
made fuch a vigorous effort, that the enemy, though far 
fuperior in number, were borne down, and forced to give 
way ; the greateft part of therp fled into the citadel, an4 
the reft were cut in pieces by the viaorious Feioponnefi-i 
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ans. The city being thus deliveredy Dion's foldiers, }nfl:ead 
of refrefhing themlelves after fucb great fatigues, fpent all 
that night in extinguifhing the fire, which they quenched 
at length, not without great danger and difficulty^. 

Next day Heraclides, and his uncle Theodotus, two of HeracUdes 
Dion's greateft enemies, put themfelves into his hands, and Tfun- 
confeffing their injurious treatment of him, and conjuring dotus fuh-^ 
him to forget their ungrateful behaviour, and reftore them ^'' '* ^'" 
to his favour, of which they acknowleged themfelves un- * 
worthy. Dion's adherents advifcd him not to fpare them, 
fince they would not fail to raife new diilurbances in the 
city, and defeat in the end fo glorious a vi£tory. ^Mt who ^tne^ 
Dion, believing he could get the better of their ftubborn roujly tar^ 
and xtfCid^ temper, by mild and generous treatment, ^^'»^'w«. 
pardoned them both. Heraclides fcemed to be aiFeded 
by this kindnefs \ rior the fame day he propofed in the at 
fembly, that Dion ftiould be elefted generaliffimo with 
fupreme power by fea and land. But the ungrateful po-! 
pulace, whofe darling Heraclides was, oppofed this mo- 
tion I and Dion, to avoid new diilurbances, gave up that 
point, fufFering Heraclides to command in chief at fea K 

All things being now quiet, the Syracufans, under the 7>j^ dtatfel 
dire£tion of Dion, applied themfelves folely to the fiege of furt^nders* 
the citadel ; and^ in a ihort lime, reduced the numerous 
garrifon to fuch difficulties, that ApoUocrates, the tyrant's 
fonj wad obliged to capitulate. Dion allowed him to re-, 
tire unmolefled to his father in Italy, with five gallies, and 
all his friends and relations. It is not eafy to conceive 
the joy of the city upon his departure. All the inhabit- 
ants crouded to the fhore, to gratify their eyes with fuch 
,an agreeable fight, and to folemnize the happy day, on 
which, after fo many years flavery, the Syracufans could 
again ftyle themfelves a free people. 

. As foon as ApoUocrates fet fail, Dion entered the cita- Dion enters 
del at the head of his troops, and was met at the gate by the citaJeL 
his filler Ariftomache, leading his fon, and by his wife ^' ^.^' ^ 
Arete, whom Dionyfius had given ih marriage to Timo- f^^\y//^ 
crates. Dion embraced his filler firft, and then his fon % 
whereupon Arete, drenched in tears, was ready to fwoon, 
when Ariftomache prefcnting her to Dion; " The tears, 
(faid (he), you fee her flied at the time your prefence re- 
(iorcs us to life and joy, her filence and confufion, may 
well convince you, that you alone have always pofleiTed 
her heart. Shall (he embrace you as her hufband, or die 
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441 ^^^ Htfiory of Syfucufe^ 

at yottf feet, abandoned by you for what Ihe has Aiflered 
againft her will ?" At ihcfe words Dion, with his face 
batbed in tears, tenderly embraced her ; gave her his fon, 
and fenthcr home to his houfe, whither he foon followed 
her, leaving the Syracufans in pofleffion of the citadel, as 
a pledge of their liberty. After this atchicvement, Dion 
rewarded, with a magnificence truly royal, all thofe who 
had contributed to'his fuccefs, according to their rank and 
merit, difmifled his guards, and, though at the height of 
glory, lived like a private citizen. 

As the city was now in a profound tranquility, Dion at- 
tempted to eftablilh in it a form of government, compofed 
of the Spartan and Cretan conftitutions, but wherein the 
ariftocratical was to prevail. The fupreme authomy^ ac- 
cording to his plan, was to be vetted in a council, o£ 
which the members were to be chofen by the people and 
nobility. But this dcfign was warmly oppofed by Hera- 
clides, who, ftill turbulent and feditious, inflamed the 
people on thatoccafion againft Dion, aiTerting that he in- 
tended to abridge their power, and fubjeft them to the 
Wiraduhs nobility. Hereupon Dion, finding that Heraclides op^ 
pn^iwdtatk pofed all prudent counfels, was at laft prevailed upon to 
^^•■'^ confent to his death ; and he was accordingly, by I>xon*8 
friends, difpatched in his own houfe. Dion ptiblicly 
owned, that he had been put to death by his order ; and, 
in an harangue to the people, convinced them, that it was 
impoffible for the city to be free from commotions and 
fedition while Heraclides lived. However, Dion never 
after enjoyed a happy hour, but lived in continual an- 
guifh and forrow, reproaching himfelf with having im- 
brued his hands in the blood of his fdlow-citizen. Not 
long after this event, his fon, for fome unknown difap- 
pointment, threw himfelf from the top of a houfe, and 
died of the fall. This cataftrophe encreafed Dion's af- 
fliaion ; but neither his grief nor life lafted long, Calip- 
pus having, by the blackeft treachery, deprived Syracufc 
of the greateft hero it ever produced. 

Calippus wjis an Athenian, and had contrafted an fnti- 
mate friendfliip with Dion, who lodged in his houfe at 
Athens, and ever after ranked himfelf among his par- 
ticular and intimate friends. Having attended Dion into 
Sicily after the tyrant was expelled, he gave himfelf up 
to ambitious views, and began to entertain thoughts of 
making himfelf matter of Syracufe ; but, as he w^s well 
apprifed, that he could not accomplifti his defign fo long 
as Dion was alive, he threw off all regard for the facred 

tiea 



tics of fricndfliip and hofpitality, and determined to take 
^way his life. Notwithftanding the care he ufed to conr? 
ceal his wicked purpofe, it came to the knowlege of Dion^^ 
friends and relations, who all earneftly exhorted him tq 
prevent Calippus's crime, by inflifting upon him the 
punifhment his bafe treachery deferved. But he could 
not be prevailed upon to take any fuch refolution, faying, 
he had rather die a thoufand deaths, than live under the 
neceffity of continual precautions, not only againft his 
enemies, but the heft of his friends. He could not even 
he induced to have a guard for the fecurity of his perfon : 
Calippus, therefore, having one night entered his houfe jD/M^/ivwr 
with a band of Zacynthian foldiers, who were entirely cheroufy 
devoted to his intereft, murdered him without meeting fnurdtrtd. 
with the leaft oppofition ; and, apprehending his wife and 
(ifter, caufed them to be carried to the public prifon K 

After the death of Dion, Calippus, with the affiftance calippus, 
of the Zacynthian troops, made himfelf matter of Syra- orGylippus^ 
cufe, and praftifed there greater cruelties than any oi ' makes him- 
the tyrants before him had ever exercifed. Having /^^^^>^*''' 
marched with his forces again Catana, Syracufe revolted, ^'^y^^^M'* 
and fliopk off fo Ihameful a yoke.. He then withdrew to'^/^i^^'l^f 
Meflana y but the inhabitants, taking up arms, ihut their ' » " » 
gates againft him, and in a fally cut offmoft of the Zacyn- 
thian troops, who had murdered Dion. No city in Si* - 
cily would admit fuch an execrable monfter; whereupon' 
he left the ifland, and retired to Rhegium, where, after 
having led for fome time a miferable.lifei, he was (lain by andmur" 
Leptines arid Polypc^chon with th^ fg^me dagger which he dered. 
had ufed in the murder of Dion ^ 

As for Ariftomache and Arete, upon the downfal of DlonU 
Calippus, they werefet at liberty, and at firft kindly cn-^ .'^iff ^"^ 
tertained by Icetas of Syracufe, one of Dion's friends; '^^^J/*^ ^ 
wlio received them into his houfe. But Icetas, ajt laft 
complying with the importuniti<:s of Dion's enemies, pro- • 
vided a veffel for them ; and, having put them on board, - 
under pretence of fending them to Peloponnefus, ordered^ 
the commander of the fhip to put them to death in the i 
paiTage, and thro w. -them into the fea. His orders were 
put in execution ; but Icetas, as we (hall fee hereafler^ 
paid dear for this inhuman condufl;. . 

Upon Dion's death the city was involved in greater' 'JV^tur frou* 
miferies than ever : Calippus ufurpcd the fupreme power ; *''' »*« ^* 
but after ten months was exppUed by Hipparimis, the^'''^*^/^* 

* 
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brother of Dionyfius, who, arriving uncxpcScdIy Mrith ^ 
numerous fleet, poflefied himfelf of the city, and held it 
for the fpacc of two years. Syraqufc and all Sicily being 
thus divided into parties and fafbions, DionyHus, taking 
advantage of thefe troubles^ aflembled fome foreign troopSj 
and, having defeated Nypfaeus, who was then governor of 
Syracufe, reinftated himfelf in the pofleffion of his domi- 
nions, ten years after he had been obliged to quit the 
throne. His pad misfortunes, inftcad of foftening his 
fierce temper, had ferved only to inflame it, and render 
him more favage and brutal than ever. The better fort 
of the citizens, not being able to brook fo cruel a fervi« 
tude, had recourfe to Icetas, who was born at Syracufe^ 
but at that time tyrant of Leontini : they created him ge- 
neral of all their forces, and put themfelves under his con-? 
du£k ; not that they had any great opinion of his virtue^ 
but becaufe they had no other refource. In the mean 
time the Carthaginians, thinking this a very favourable 
opportunity to feize upon Sicily, fent a powerful fleet 
thithen In this extremity the Syracufans had recourfe to 
the Corinthians, from whom ;they were defcended, and 
who, of all the Gieek nations, were the moft profefled 
enemies of tyranny, and moft generous afllertors of liberty. 
Icetas, who had nothing elfe in view but to make himfeif 
mafter of Syracufe, and had already entered into a treaty 
with the Carthaginians, fcemed to approve of thefe mca- 
fures, and even fent his deputies along with thofe of the 
Syracufans ; but, iii the mean time, was contriving how 
he could .prevent the Corinthians from fending any forces 
into the ifland, which, according to his late treaty with 
the Ca'^rthaginians, was, after the expulfion of Dionyfius» 
to be divided between him and them. The Syracufan 
aa)ba0adors met with a very kind reception at Corinth, 
vvhere,' in a general aflembly, it was refolved that fuccour$ 
fixoM, be afforded Sicily ; and that Timoleon fhould be 
forthwith difpatched to Syracufe, to take upon him the 
command of the Sytacufan forces againft Dionyfius and 
the Carthaginians "*. 

Timoleon had led a retired life for twenty years, with- 
out ever interfering in public affairs, and expefted nothing 
lefs than to be employed, or even thought of, on futh an 
oceafion. He was fprung from one of the moft illuftripus 
families of Corinth, and had, on alloccafions, fignalized 
himfelf in the defence of his country, againft the unjuft 
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prttcnBons of foreign as well as domcftic tyrants. He had 
an elder brother, named Timophanes, whom he ten- 
derly loved, and had favcd in battle, by covering him 
with his own body. But his country was ftill dearer to 
him. Hmophanea was fufpefled to entertain thoughts 
of feizing on the fovercignty, which Timoleon being in- 
formed of, ufed all poffible means to divert him from fo 
vricked an attempt j but finding all his endeavours inef- 
fedual, and that neither kindnefs, friendihip, afTeflion, 
nor even menaces, could prevail upon a heart abandoned 
to ambition, he caufed his brother to be put to death in his 
.prefence by two of his intimate friends. This a£tion, was 
admired and applauded by the principal citizens of Co- 
rinth ; but highJy blamed by others, who reproached him 
as an abominable parricide, who would not fail of draw- 
ing the vengeance of the gods upon himfelf and his coun- 
try. His mother, in the excefs of her grief, uttered the 
moft dreadful curfes and imprecations againft him ; and, 
vhen he came to comfort her, Ae caufed the doors to be 
ihut againft him, not being able to bear the fight fof one 
^who had murdered his brother. This hatred ftruck him 
with fuch horror, that, confidering Timophanes no longer 
as a tyrant, but only as a brother, he refolved to put an end 
to his unhappy life, by abftaining from all nourifhment. 
But his friends having, with the utmoft difficulty, dif- 
fuaded him from this fatal refolution, he condemned 
himfelf to pafs the reft of his days in folitude. From that 
moment he renounced all public a^airs> and for feveral 
years never came to the city, but wandered about in the 
moft folitary and defert places, abandoned to excefiive 
grief and melancholy. After he had pafled near twenty 
years in this condition, he returned to Corinth ; but lived 
there quite private and retired, without concerning him«- 
felf with the adminiftration. As he had, by the death of 
his brother, given a remarkable inftance of his averfion to 
tyranny and tyrants, the Corinthians chofc him as th^ 
moft proper man to be fent into Sicily, which at that time 
abounded with tyrants above all other countries, there 
being fcarce a city in the whole iiland which was not 
held in flavery by fome ufurper. It was not without 
great difficulty that Timoleon was prevailed upon to 
accept the command; but at laft his duty getting the 
better of his inclination, he complied with the requeft cf 
his friends, and began to raife forces for the intended ex- 
pedition '^* 
'^ * Plut. ibid. 
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Uitmm- intne mean time Icetas, who intended to pofiefs htnw 
dkiiwwrs felf of Syracufei under colour of aflifting the inhabitants 
'a/**'^*«/ *?*^'*^ Dionyfius, forefeeing that Timoleon would defeat 
«/ " Lm ^^^ meafures» difpatcbed ambadradors to the Corinthians, 
2m. acquainting them, that the Carthaginians, apprifed of 

their defign, were waiting to intercept their fquadron 
with a great fleet ; and that their flownefs in fending him 
fuccours had obliged him to call in even the Carthaginians 
to his aid, and employ them againft the tyrant \ where- 
fore they might forbear making any farther levies, or 
exiiaufting their treafures in great but ufelefs expences, 
fince he could, with the affiftance of his allies, the Car- 
thaginians, drive out Dionyfius, and rellore Syracufe to 
its ancient liberty. The fpeech of the ambai7adors> and 
the letters which they delivered from Icetas, only i<&rYcd 
to haften the departure of Timoleon, who wa's now fully 
convinced) that Icetas a£ted treacheroufly, and afpired at 
the fovereignty. He, therefore, immediately embarked 
his men, who amounted only to one thoufand, on board 
ten gallies, and, putting to fea, arrived fafe on the coaft 
Tmuli^n of Italy. There he received intelligence that Icetas had 
^rrhfis§n defeated Dionyfius^ and, having made himfelf mafter 
iA#^fo^ •/ ^£ ^^ grcateft part of the city, had obliged the tyrant to 
•'* (hut himfelf up in the citadel. At the fame time Timo- 

leon was informed, that Icetas had given orders to the 
Carthaginians to prevent his approach, and deftroy his 
fquadron as foon as it fliould appear on the coails of Si- 
cily. Neverthelefs he advanced with his fmall fleet to 
Rhegium, where he found ambafTadors from Icetas, who 
were charged to acquaint him, that he (hould be kindly 
received at Syracufe, provided he difmified his troops ; 
but otherwife the Syracufans, who were jealous of foreign 
forces, vjrould not admit him into their city. At the fame 
time twenty Carthaginian gallies arrived in the port of 
Rhegium, lent by Icetas to prevent the Corinthians from 
japproaching SyracuC?. In this nice conjunfture Timo* 
icon demanded a conference with the ambafTadors, and 
the chief commanders of the Carthaginian fquadron, in 
the prefence of the people of Rhegium. He pretended to 
be willing to return home, but faid, that he would firft 
hear the Rhegians, and do it by their advice, that he 
might, on his return to Corinth, be able* to juftify his con* 
duft. The magiftrates of Rhegium afted in conjundion 
with him, and defired nothing more than to fee the Corin- 
thians in poffeffion of Sicily. They, therefore, fuminoned 
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an affembly, and ihut the gates of the city, under pretence 
of preventing the citizens from going abroad, that they 
might apply themfelved only to the difcuffing fuch an 
impoitant affair. 

The aflembly being met, long fpeeches were made, and ^moUon 
debates carried on, in appearance, with great warmth, on ^^*^' '** 
purpofe to gain time. While the Carthaginians were ^^^*^ 
bufy in the council, nine Corinthian gallies, according to andar' 
the orders they had received from Timoleon, fet fail, and rwa in 
*were fuffered to pafs, the Carthaginians believing their Si"'^- 
departure had been agreed on between the officers of both 
parties, who were in the city. When Timoleon was pri- 
vately informed that his gallies were at feaj he flipped out 
of the aflembly, and, making to the galley that was left, 
embarked, and rejoined the reft of his fquadron. The 
Carthaginians, thus deluded, purfued him; but, as he 
had got the ftart of them, the aflembly not having broke 
up till it was dark, he arrived fafe at Taurominium. 

Upon the unexpe£led news of Timoleon's arrival in 
Sicily, Icetas put the Carthaginians, who had a fleet of a 
hundred and fifty gallies, in pofleflion of the harbour of " 
Syracufe, and difpatched an exprefs to Mago, the Car- 
thaginian general, defiringhim to advance with his whole 
army to the gates of the city. In the mean time Timo- icetas ig^ 
Icon, leaving Taurominium, marched to Adranum, where feattdhy 
he attacked a Carthaginian detachment, commanded by ^initHion^ 
Icetas in perfon, and put them to flight, though they were 
above four times his number. As vidlory naturally be- 
gets friends, not only Adranum, but feveral other cities, 
opened their gates to Timoleon, and joined him with all 
their forces ; fo that he now boldly advanced to the relief 
of Syracufe. On his arrival he found the Syracufans in a 
deplorable condition, Icetas b^ing maft:er of the city, the 
Carthaginians in pofleflion of the port, and Dionyfius of 
the citadel. The latter, feeing himfelf clofely befieged, 
without any hopes of relief, fent privately to Timoleon, 
offering to put the citadel, which he could no longer de- 
fend, into his hands, upon condition he would fuffer him 
to retire unmoleft:ed. Timoleon, taking the advantage of 
this offer, willingly agreed to the terms, and detached 
Euclid and Telemachus, with four hundred men, to 
take pofleflion of that important place. Dionyfius rej» 
ceived them within the walls, and delivered up not only 
all his warlike ftores and provifions, but even the rich 
moveables of his palace,, with feventy thoufand complete 
fuits of armour, and two thoufand regular troops, which 
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Yr. of Fl. Timolcon incofporated among his Corinthians. Then DIo* 
tooo. nyfiuSy taking with him fome of his friends^ and part of 
AnteChr. jjj^ trcafures, embarked in a finall veffcl, and repaired, 
^^ ' unperceived by the troops^ bf Icetas, to the camp of Ti** 
I>wHjfiui niolcon. There he appeared, for the firft time, as a pri- 
furrendefi Tate man and a fuppliant, after he had been, near twelve 
Mmfelfto years, lord of one of the moft wealthy kingdoms then 
TtmUom. known. Timoleon fent him to Corinth ^th one galley 
only, and without a convoy ; however, he efcaped the 
c'^'^tA ^ Carthaginian veflfels which lay in wait to intercept him, 
and arrived fafe. He was, at firft, greatly pitied by the 
Bumoft- Corinthians ; but his manner of life foon changed their 
tur of life compaflion into contempt. He pafled whole days in per* 
^**'''* fumers (hops, or with adirefTes and fingers, diiputing with 
them on the rules of mufic, and the harmony of airs» 
Some believed that he behaved thus out of policy, not to 
give umbrage to the Corinthians, or betray any thought o£ 
recovering his dominions. Some writers tell us, that the 
extreme poverty to which he was reduced, obliged him to 
open a fchool at Corinth, where, fays Tully % he exercifed 
that tyranny over children, which he could no longer 
praclife over mon. Philip, king of Macedon, meeting, 
one day, Dionyfius in the ftreets at Corinth, afked how 
he came to lofe fo powerful a kingdom as had been left 
him by his father ; Dionyfius anfwered, that his father 
indeed had left him a rich kingdom, but not the fortune 
which had preferved both him and his kingdom K 
tceiafhe- But to return to Syracufe: after the retreat of Dlony- 
jl£gestki fius, Icetas laid fiege to the citadel, which was defended 
tiudehf only by four hundred Corinthians, left there by Tiraoleon, 
^racuff. under the command of one Leon, an experienced and 
brave ofiicer. Timoleon, who had withdrawn to Catanaj 
fent the garrifon frequent fupplies of provifions ; but they 
were, for the moft part, intercepted by Icetas, who kept 
the place clofely blocked up on all fides. When they 
were reduced to the laft extremity, Timoleon found means 
to relieve them, by conveying into the place, in fpite of 
all oppofition, a great quantity of corn. Whereupon 
Icetas and Mago, being convinced that they could not 
become mafters of the citadel fo long as Timoleon was in 
that neighbourhood, refolved to leave part of the army in 
Syracufe, and, with the reft, either drive Timoleon from 
Catana, or block him up in that city. When they were 
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Sibfent on this expedition^ Leon, who commanded in the 
citadel, obfenring that thofe, who were left to continue the 
(lege, were very remifs in their duty, made,a fudden fally, 
killed a great many of them> put the reft to flight ; and, ^ 
having pofleiTed himfelf of that quarter of the city called 
Acradina, fortified it, and, by works of communication, 
joined it to the citadel. The news of this difafter foon Mejfana 
brought back Mago and Icetas ; but they could not drive ^^^^^ h 
the enemy from Acradina. In the mean time a fupply of ^^'^^^* 
two thoufand foot, and two hundred horfe, fent from ' 

Corinth, landed fafely in Sicily, having eluded the vigil- 
ance of the Carthaginian fquadron. Timoleon, encou- 
raged with this new reinforcement, marched againft Mef- 
fana ; and, having made himfelf matter of that city, ad- 
vanced to Syracufe. As he approached the city, his firft 
care was to fend emiflaries into the enemy's camp, who 
artfully fpread among the Syracufans, and other Greeks, 
ferving under Icetas and Mago, that Timolcon's only de- 
fign was to reftore them to their ancient liberty; that 
it was fliameful for Greeks to fight under the ftandard of a 
tyrant 5 and that, if they joined Timoleon, the war would 
be foon at an end, and not only peace, but liberty, re- 
ftored to the whole ifland. Such difcourfes being difFufed 
throughout the camp, and even reaching Mago's ears, 
whofe army was moftly compofed of mercenary Greeks, 
that general began to be very uneafy. As he wanted only 
a pretence to retire, he reported, that his forces were going Mago n* 
to betray him ; and,_ without hearkening to the intreaties '*''*^ '* 
and remonftrances of Icetas, he weighed anchor, and fet ^^^^H^* 
fail for Africa, IhamefuUy abandoning the conqueft of 
Sicily. On his arrival at Carthage he laid violent hands on 
himfelf, to prevent the punifliment which his cowsltdice 
deferved \ 

Next day Timoleon appeared before the city, with his Timlam 
army in order of battle, ind aflaulted it in three diflFerent ^^^ ^ 
quarters with fuch vigour, that the troops of Icetas were v***^-/** 
every where driven from the walls ; and that part of the 
city which they held was taken by ftorm. Timoleon no 
fooner faw himfelf matter of Syracufe, and all the forts 
which had been built by the tyrants, than he caufed a 
proclamation to be made by found of trumpet, inviting 
the citizens to come the next day with neceffary tools, 
and demolifh with their pwn hands the citadel, and other DmoHfiit 
caftles, which he called the nefts of tyrants. The Syra- '^' tititdik 

4 Diodor. JSicul. lib. xvi. cap. 11, & ii, Plut. in Timol. 
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cufiabs, looking upon that day a^ the fifft of their real 
liberty, crowded in multitudes to the citadel, which they 
fpon demoUflied, together vnith the forts, and the tyrant's 
p^lace^ breaking open at the fame time their tombs^ and 
d^ftroying every monument of tyranny. The citadel 
bping quite razed, Timoleon caufed public ediBqes to be 
erededy in the fpot where it ftood, for the adminidration 
^ of juftice. He found the qity in a moft miferable condi- 

tion ; for many having perifhed in the wars and feditions, 
and others fled to avoid the evils attending tyranny, that 
once wealthy and populous place 'was become almo/t a 
defert; infomuch that the borfes grazed oil the graf& 
that grew in the market-place.. The other cities ol Sir 
ci.ly were;, in the fame manner* abandoned and de/blate. 
Timoleqn, therefore, wrote to Corinth, defiring th^ ma- 
giftrates to fend a new colony to repeople Syracufc, which 
could no otbcrwife recover its former fplendor. The Co- 
rmthians, commiferatirig the condition of a city which 
themfelves had founded, fent to all the facred games of 
Greece, andipublic siTeml^ies, where they caufed procla- 
mation to be.. made by heralds^ declaring that the Corin- 
thians, having abolifhed the tyranny of Syracufe, and ex« 
pelled the tyrants, reftored Syracufe to its fornaer liberty; 
and inviting all thofe, who had withdrawn from their 
native country, to repair thither, and take pofleilion of 
their lands and eftates. At the fame time they difpatch- 
.. ed couriers into Ada, and the neighbouring iilanck, whi- 
ther great, numbers of fugitives had retired^ exhorting 
^ them to repsiir to Corinth, w^here they (hould be fupplied 

^ith veiTels, and, at the expence of the public, conveyed 
to their own country ^ 
Syrafufr „When it was publicly known, that Syracufe was de- 
ripeopied llvered from the oppreffion of tyrants, and that Corinth 
h, ^'^^ . received all the fugitives, in order to tranfport them to 
riat/uoM* ^jjgj|. native city, great numbers flocked thither from all 
- parts ; but as they were not fufficient to repeople that 
great city, they intreated the Corinthians, and other cities 
of Greece, to fpare them fome of their inhabitants ; and, 
their requeft being granted, they embarked for SyracufCf 
amounting to above ten thoufand. At the fantie time 
great multitudes of people froih Italy, and other parts of 
Sicily, joined Timoleon, who diftributed the Ian(]^ among 
/ - A tbem gratis, but foJd the houfes, and^ with the money 
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' arifitig from the fale, eftabKlhed a fund for the fupport of 
the poOr and needy. 

Tlmolebn, having thus raifed Syracufe in a manner <rimoleon 
froHitfec grave, undertook the delivery of all Sicily, and deliwrsihe 
the ex:tirpation of tyrants and tyranny from the other ci- othir cities 
ties. He compelled Icetas, tyrant of Leontini, to re- ^ ^'"|' . 
nounce his' alliance vcfth the Carthaginians, demolifh his "^J^^^^^ 
forts, - arid 'refign his foVereignty. Leptines, tyrant of 
Engy^a'and Apollonia, being clbfelyhefieged, furrendered 
to th^ conqueror, who l\)^red his life, and fent him, with 
feveral other tyrantSj to Corinth, where he led a private 
life. AfteWrards he pofleffcd himfelf of Entella, and put 
to dfeath all th6'fe who adhered to the Carthaginians. The 
fame d( his viftor^es being now fpread all over the ifland, > 
the Gre^k cities every where fubmitted to him, and were 
reftorted to the full enjoynient of their rights and privi- 
leges. Many towns likewifc of the Sicani and Siculi, fub- 
jeft to the Cfarthaginians, fent ambafTadors to him, defif- 
ing to be admitted among his confederates. 

Sicily being freed by Timoleon from the many ty- Appointt 
rant's who held the people in fubjeflion, and reftored li- newmagrf- 
berty to the whole ifland, returned to Syracufe, where, '/'^'*' *' 
in cOnjunftion wi^h Cephalus and Dionyfius, two legifla- J^^^J**^ 
tors fent ffom Corinth, he inftituted fuch laws as were 
moflr propier for the democracy. Among other wife in- 7-^^^^^ 
ftitution^, he appointed a chief magiftrate to be chofen phipoku* 
yearly, whom the Syracufans called the amphipolus of 
Jupiter Olympius : and the firft amphipolus was Calli- 
menes. Hence arofe the cultom among the Syracufans,* 
to compute their years by the refpeftive governmentis of 
thefe magiftrates, which cuftom continued in the time ox 
Diodorus Siculus, that is, in the reign of Auguftus, abov^ 
three hundred years after the office of amphipolus was 
firft introduced •. 

Timoleon, having reformed the government of Sy- TlmoUgm 
racufe, and, by many wife laws, fettled the city in peace* ««*^' «'«^ 
and' ttahquility, began to entertain thoughts of driving 2^**,'^' 
the Carthaginians out of the ifland. With this view he^ gimanL 
fent a ftfong detachment, under the command of Dinar- 
chus and Demaratus, into the neighbouring countries 
fubjeft to the Carthaginians, enjoining them to plunder 
all thofe cities which refufed to renounce their alliance 
with Carthage. By thefe means he acquired a vaft fum 
of money, which lerved to pay his foldiers their arrears, 

• Plut. ibid. &^iodor. Sicul. fib. xvi, cap. i%, 
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and make the ncceffary preparations for the war he me* 
diuted. The Carthaginians, fufpeSing his defign, fcnt 
over into Sicily Afdrubal and Amilcar, two experienced 
commanders, with an army of feventy thoufand xnen^ two 
hundred fliips, and a thoufand tranfports laden with war- 
like engines, armed chariots, horfcs, and all forts of pro- 
vifions. Thefe no fooner landed at Lilybaeum than Timo- 
leon advanced againft them, though his army confided of 
only feven thoufand men* On his march, one of his mer- 
cenaries, named Thracius, cried out, that Timoleon was 
not in his right fenfes ; elfe, with fuch an handful of 
men, he would never attempt to oppofe fo numerous an 
army ; that he was leading them to certain and unavoid- 
able deftruflion ; and that if he was not d'AmEtcd, he 
could propofe nothing elfe than the facriEcing of dieir 
lives, becaufe he was not able to pay them their axieaxs. 
By this fpeech he prevailed upon a thoufand of the mer- 
cenaries to return to Syracufe. This defe£^ion did not 
diihearten Timoleon, who having, by large promifes, 
brought back the other mercenaries to their duty, conti- 
nued his march to the banks of the river Cremiflus^ where 
q^ Ctfr^ ^^ enemy was encamped. His unexpe£^ed arrival occa- 
th^inUms fioned great confufion in the Carthaginian army, which 
difeattd. he improving to his advantage, attacked them with great 
vigour and refolution. Ten thoufand of the enemy's 
forces, who had already pafied the river, were defeated, 
and put to flight, before the reft could come up to tbdr 
afliftance. In the mean time, the whole army having 
gained the appofite bank, the battle was renewed, and 
the viflory continued a long time doubtful ; but w^hile the 
Cartliagiiiians were fighting with great refolution, and 
endeavouring to f unround Timoleoxrs fmall army, there 
fuddenly arofe a violent florm of hail, thunder, and 
tightningy which, beating on the faces of the Carthagi* 
xiians, put them into fuch confufion, that they were not 
. * able to ftand their ground. As foon as they liegan to re- 

tire, the Greeks, encouraging one another with fliouts, 
preflTed the enemy fo vigoroufly, that the whole army 
, was driven into the river, where great numbers of them 
wete drowned. The facred cohort or brigade, as the Car- 
thaginians called it, which confided of two thoufand five 
hundred citizens of Carthage, all men of experienced va- 
Ibur, fought with great refolution, and ftood their ground 
rill they were cut off to a man. Of the reft, ten thou- 
fand were flain, and above fifteen thoufand taken prifon- 
ers \ all their baggage and provifioo, with two hundred 
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chariots^ a thoufand coats of mail, and ten thoufand Their hag* 
fliieldsi fell into the enemy's hands, and were either fent gage and 
to Corinth, and there dedicated to Neptune, or hung up P^^ifi^^ 
in the temples of Syracufe. The fpoil, confifting of '^ 
gold and filver plate, and other furniture of great value, 
he divided among the foldiery, retaining nothing for him- 
fclf but the glory of fo famous a viftory. 

Timoleon, after this victory, returned to Syracufe, 
ivherc he was received with all poffible demon ftrations of 
joy, and attended to his houfe by the magiftrates, and 
chief citizen's, the people, as he pafled, throwing flowers 
upon him, and paying him fuch honours as wete due to 
heroes or demi-gods. Soon after his arrival, he banifhed 
the thoufand mercenaries who had deferted him, ordering 
them to leave Syracufe before fiin-fet '. 

As foon as trie news of this overthrow reached Car- 
thage, the people were feized with fuch terror, that^they 
immediately difpatched ambafladors into Sicily, with or*- 
ders to obtain peace upon any terms whatfoever. As fe- 
veral new tyrants had already itarted up, and formed a 
powerful alliance againft Timoleon, he thought it ad- 
Tifeable to conclude a pieace with the Carthaginians, 
and turn his arms againft thofe ufurpers. A peace was Peace coti^ 
accordingly fettled on the following terms: that all the eluded with 
Greek cities Ihould be fet free ; that the river Halycus, '^' ^^f" 
or, as Diodorus calls it, the Lycus, Ihould be the bound- '^^^^««»'« 
ary between the territories of both parties 5 that the na- 
tives of the cities fubjefl: to the Carthaginians Ihould be 
allowed to; withdraw, if they pleafed, to Syracufe, with 
their families and efFedls ; and laftly, that Carthage fhould 
not for the future give any iaififtance to the tyrants againft 
the Syracufans. 

Timoleon, having nothing to fear from the Carthagi- All the Sh 
iiians, marched againft the tyrants, determining to expel dlian ty- 
them the ifland. Icetas had already taken the field, but ^^"i* '«- 
-was quickly routed by Timoleon, who, following his vie- f^'-f 
tory, made him, his fon Eupolemus, and the general of ^m/A. 
his horfe, prifoners, and put them to death. His wife 
and daughter fell likewife into his hands, and Were fent 
to Syracufe, where they were fentenced to die, and exe- 
cuted accordingly, the people of Syracufe thus revenging 
the death of Dion's wife and filler, whom Icetas had 
caufed to be thrown into the fea, as we have before re- 
lated. Mamercus tyrant of Catana, Hippon, tyrant of 
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Mcflana, and all the other tyrants of SicUf, met witb the 
like fate, being firft vanquiflied by Timplcon, ^nd then 
put to death by thofe whom they had tyrannically oppreff- 
ed. Thus Timolcon, having entirely purged Sicily of 
the tyrants who had long oppreffe^ it, given Syracufe 
wife laws, every where rc-cftabli(he<l peace and tranqiii- 
, llty, re-peopled the cities, and fupplied them with means 
to recover their ancient fplendor, refigned his autKorit? 
to live in retirement. The Syracufans had, out of grati- 
tude, bellowed upon him the beft houfe- in the city, and 
another very magnificent and plcafant villa in the coun- 
try, whither he retired with his wife and children. In 
this retirement he pafled the remainder of his life, en- 
joying the fatisfaftion of feeing fo many cities, and fuch 
numbers of people, indebted to him for their happinefs. 
^e was tried in his old age with a very fcnfible afflic- 
tion, which was the lofs of his fight. In this conditioa 
the byracufans gave him great inftances of their giati- 
'"/*» P?yi?g •'»™ frequent vifits, and carrying all ftrangen 
of diftinftion to falate their benefatlor and deliverer 
When they had any important aflFair to difcufs in the af- 
fembly of the people, they never failed to invite him dij. 
tlier, and religioufiy to follow his advice. Hegenerallv 
came in a chariot, and was attended from the eatesoV 

rtVn^A^*'^^ Pi'".°^ '^^'"'''y ^1 '^'^ ^''Ole city, and 

reconduaed m the fame manner beyond the gat/s with 
loudlhouts and acclamations. He lived in tf is retire- 
ment cjght years, and was, after his death, honoured as a 

mfn^^P n K^^'f^-?'^ having decreed, that two hundred 
minjc {hould be laid out on that occafion ; but the tears 
that were flied, and ^he bleflings nittered in honour of bit 
memory, were the chief ornaments of his funeral. It 
was alfo enaaed by a fpecial decree, that annually, on 
Jc day of his death public fports ihonld be celebSted, 
withhorfe-races and gymnaflic games ; and that, when- 
ever the people of Syracufe ihould be engaged in V^ 
^th^^the Barbarians, they ftould fend to^^orimh f^ 

The Syracufans enjoyed, for the fpace of twenty years 

he fruits of Timoleon's yiftories. Lt it waTfrn^S 

that a nation, which neither knew how to govern nS 

how to obey ihould be long free from tumulia^d feX 

tJPn. Great difturbances daily arifing, the citizens wcrt 

■ Piut 4 Diodor. ibid. 
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again involved in the fame calamities, fronl which Timo- 
leon had with fuch diSicalty delivered thchi. A new ty- 
rant ftarted up among them, who exceeded all who had 
gone before him, in cruelty, and all other vices. This 
was Agathocles, of whqfc birth and parejitage Diodorus 
, gives us the following aiccount. He was the fon of one Theparenu 
Carfinus, who, being baniihed from Rbegiuno, his native of Agatho* 
country, fettled at Thermae in Sicily, at that time fubjc<a f^fs. 
to the Carthaginians. There he married a native of the 
place, who, being troubled with ftrange dreams while flic His mothtr 
ifras with child of Agathocles, imparted them to fome troubied 
Carthaginians who were going to Delphi, defiring them ^f"'^ 
to confult the oracle, in her name, about the child fhe was ^J^^^ 
pregnant with. The Carthaginians complied with her re- 
queft ; aird the oracle returned this anfwer, that the child 
would bring dreadful calamities upon the Carthaginians^ ' 
and all Sicily. The father, terrified by this predidlion, 
expofed his fon, as foon as it was bom, in the open • 
fields, charging one of his friends to watch it till it died. 
As the infant continued feveral days alive, the perfon 
placed there to guard it grew weary, and retired home ; 
a circumftapce which the mother having notice of, imme- 
diately repaired to the place, and, carrying the child to 
the houfe of her brother Heraclides, entrufted it with 
him, calling it, after her father's name, Agathocles. When Hist^ca* 
he was feven years old, Carfinus was invited by Heracli- titm. 
des to a folemn feaft and facrifice ; and on that occafion 
feeing Agathocles, he was greatly flruck with his beauty ; 
for he is laid to have been one of the handfomeft men of 
his age. His wife feizing that opportunity to remind him 
of his fon, told him, that the child he had expofed would 
have proved as fine a child as that he fo much admired, 
had he not been fo barbaroufly murdered. At thefe words 
the father burft out in tears, and faid, that he heartily 
repented of the cruel af^ion. Hereupon the mother 
ventured to difcever the truth ; at this intelligence 
he rejoiced greatly; but foon after, out of fear of the 
Carthag'nians, removed, with all his family, to Syracufe, ^ 
where, as he was by trade a potter, he brought up his 
fon to the fame bufinefs. After Timoleon had rputed 
the Carthaginians on the banks of theCremiflus, he pro- 
mifed to nlake alt thofe, who (hould join him, free of 
Syracufe; and on this occafion it was that Carfinus and 
his fon Agathocles were enrolled among the Syracufen 
citizens. Carfmus died foon after ; but Agathocles be- 
ing recommended by his beauty to one Demas, a rich^ but 
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voluptuous and lewd nobleman of Syracufe, he was plen* 
tifully fupplied by him with money, and whatever elfe he 
had occafion for. Demas wa$ foon after created general 
of the Agrigentines, when he did not forget his favourite^ 
but advanced him to the dignity of a chiliarch, giving 
him the conunand of a thoufand men. He had feme time 
before ferved as a common foidiei*, and was even then 
vei*y remarkable for his dexterity in performing the mili- 
tary evolutions, and the great ftrength of his body^ wear- 
ing in the ufual exercifes fuch heavy armour as no other 
man in the whole army could bear* After he was raifed 
to the poft of a chiliarch, he diftinguiihed himfelf on all 
dccaiions above the other commanders, being as ready 
to expofe his own life to the greateft dangers, as the iives 
of thofe he commanded* In the mean time Demas dyings 
and leaving his whole eftate to his wife, Agathocles mair 
ried her, and by that match became at once the moi^ 
wealthy citizen in Syracufe ^. 

He did not long enjoy his good fortune in Syracufe, 
being driven from thence oy Sofift^atus, who, having ufurp- 
ed the fupreme^ power, aqd made himfelf abfolute msuT- 
ter of that city, baniihed all thofe who gave him any 
umbrage. Agathocles retired to Italy, where he acquired 
great reputation in the war which the Crotonians had 
waged with the Brutians. He fettled at Crotona^ where 
he was kindly entertained ; but forgetting the favours 
fliewn him by the Crotonians, he attempted to make him- 
felf lord of their city, aiid was on that account obliged 
to fave himfelf by flight from the fury of the incenfed 
multitude. From Crotona he withdrew to Tarentum, but 
Tarentitm. was foon expelled from that city alfo, being there coik 
vifted of the like praftices. As no other city would re- 
ceive him, he aflembled a band of exiles and robbers, 
and plundered the country. In the mean time Sofiftratus 
having crofled over into Italy, and laid fiege to Rhegium, 
Agathocles attacked him unexpefledly, forced his camp, 
and obliged him to reimbark his men, and drop that en- 
terprize. Sofiftratus, foon after this unfuccefsful expedi- 
tion, was forced to abdicate the fovereignty, and quit 
Syracufe. With him were driven out above fix hundred 
of the chief citizens, fufpefled by the populace to have 
formed a defign of abolifhing the democracy, and intro- 
ducing oligarchy in its room. Sofiftratus, and the exiles, 
bad recourfe to the Carthaginians, who readily efpoufed 
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their caufe. Hereiq)on the Syracufans> recalting Agatho- m l j^ 
clcs, appointed him commander in chief of their forces, af^intld 
which truft he difcharged with more valour than inte- conmumdir 
^rity ; for, having defeated the united forces of Sofiftra- in chiif ^f 
tusand the Carthaginians, on which occafion he received theSjfracm* 
feven wounds, he began to exercife a fovereign power ^g^/r^^H^ 
over his fellow- citizens, and take fuch meafures as plainly si^ifiti^t 
fliewed, that he afpired at the monarchy. Wherefore his com^ 
the Syracufans, not daring to truft any of their own citi- taand. 
zens, had recourfe again to the Corinthians, ^ho fent them 
Aceftoridesj to take upon him the command of their 
forces. Ac^ftorides was no fooner vefted with this power, 
than he formed a defign of difpatching Agathocles, being 
fenfible that Syracufe could never enjoy tranquility as 
long as Agathocles was alive. But as he was afraid his 
death' might occafion fome difturbance in the city, he 
commanded him to retire from Svracufe in the clofe of 
the evening, and placed on all tne roads foldiers, with 
private orders to put him to death in the night, and bury 
bis body. Agathocles, fufpe£ting fome treachery, chofe Savis his 
a young man, who refembled him both in ftature and lifehym, 
features \ and, having privately delivered to him his horfe, firatagim. 
arms, and garments, fent him before, enjoining him to 
keep the public road. He was fcarce out of the gates, 
when the guards, niiftaking him for Agathocles, killed 
him, and buried the body; nor were they undeceived, 
till news were brought fome time after, that Agathocles, 
who had efcaped by private ways, was railing troops in dif- 
ferent parts of Sicily. The Syracufans were not a little 
alarmed when they heardL that he was not only alive, but 
had already raifed a conuderable army, and was prepar* 
ing to come againft the city. They therefore fent am- j^ ricaUed 
bafladbrs to him; and, to avoid the evils of a civil toSjrucufi* 
war, oflered to recall him^ provided he difbanded his 
forces. Agathocles agreed to the propofal ; and, on his 
jretum, being conduced by the citizens to the temple of 
Ceres, he fwore, according to cuftoixi, in the moft folemn 
manner, that he would do nothing to the prejudice of 
the democracy ^ 

Notwithftanding the folemn oath he had taken, he no Cwrtt thi 
fooner faw himfelf reftored to his country and eftate, than favnirrf 
he began to court the favour of the populace, and efpoufe ^"^t^^r** 
their caufe againft the fenate, which confifted of fix hun- 
dred of the chief citizens, in order to fow divifions, and 

f Diodor. Sical. ibid* Juftinf lib. XKii, Val. Max. lib. vii. 
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raifc new difturbances, by means of ^ich he iK^d teV 
have an {Opportunity of overturning the government, and - 
h sgmm making himfelf mafter of the city. . He pretended to pro- 
•^'^ tea the people againft the oppreffions and overgrown 
^I^nMM P<>wer of the fenate, and was, in oppolition to that body, 
mintf ^f ' created commander in chief of the forces which were to be 
th$ an^. fent againft the city of Erbita, which had revolted from 
Syracufe. AgathocJes, feeing himfelf again at the head 
of an army, rcfolved to get rid of all thofe who were in a 
condition to oppofe his defigns j having therefore ap- 
pointed his troops to meet him early in the morning at a 
place near Syracufe, called Timokontium, he there inform- 
ed them, that, before they applied their arms againft the 
inhabitants of Erbita, they muft clear Synicu/e of the fix 
hundred tyrants, who were far more dangerous enemies 
than either the inhabitants of Erbita, or the Carthagimans 
themfelves ; that Syracufe could never enjoy perfeS tran- 
quility while one of them was left alive; that it was 
not enough to difpatch the tyrants, unlefs at the fame time 
all thofe, who fupported them, underwent the fame fate. 
This was encouraging his foldiers, who were, for die 
moft part, the refufe of the populace, to murder the whole 
body of the nobility at once. For their farther epcourage- 
iTient, he allowed them to plunder the houfes, and feize 
on all the wealth of thofe they fhould put to death. 
When he had concluded his fpeech, the foldiery iSiewed 
an eager defire to be led againft the tyrants, as they called 
them, and to deliver Syracufe from the oppreffions it 
Hemajfa- groaned under. Agathocles then, entering, the city, com-. 
irts all the manded the trumpets to founc^ the charge ; wherenpon 
nobUsand ^^e foldiers, falling upon all thofe they met with, mur- 
a'w ^'^^' dered them without diftinfkion of rank, fex, or age j plun- 
dered their ,houfes, and committed all forts of cruelties. 
In a few hours four thoufand and upwards were killed, 
and the ftreet covered with dead bodies. But this was 
not enough for Agathocl^s ; bis design was not only to 
.difpatch the nobles, but to leave few of the other citiaens 
alive to oppofe him. Whcfefore be encouraged hie men 
to purfue the m^flacre, giving them liberty to plunder, rii- 
vifn, murder, and commit what enormities ihey pleafed 
for twD whole days and nrghts. On- the Ihird day be 
fummoned an aflembly of th*f few who had outlived the 
ffenentl flaughter; and told thc^fn, fhat, for the violent 
diftemper with which the ftate had been long afl^dred, he 
had been obliged to adminifter a no lefs violent remedy \ 
that he had riothrng elfe in view but to reftorc the dc- 
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niocracy, and refcuc the city from the cruel oppreiSons 

of a few tyrannical magiftrates ; and that, for the future, 

he would lead a private life, free from farther cares and 

toils. He knew he had left none alive fit to govern 5 and. Pretends a 

on the other fide, was well aflured, that thofe who had ^e/^^« fo 

aififted him in plundering and murdering their fellbw-citi- ^^ ^'"^^ 

zens, would never fuffe,r him to refign his authority, hav- ^J^' . 

ing no hopes of rmpunity but in veiling him with the fu- retire^ 

preme power, at whofe inftigation they had committed 

fo many enormities. He therefore had no fooner ended ispro^ 

his fpeech, than they unanimouily proclaimed him king ; claimed 

and decreed, that he ftiould thenceforth govern with ^'^^» 

an abfolute and uncontrouled power y. 

Thus raifed to the throne, the firft law he enafled was, Cancels att 
that all former debts (hould be cancelled, and the lands ^^/^ts, and 
equally divided among the rich and the poor. By this un- ^'**"<J^^ tH 
juft decree he gained the afi^e£tion of the common people, ^ .» 
and fo weakened the oppofite party, that the very few 
nobles, who had outlived the general daughter, wtrp now 
upon a level with the meaneft of the people. Agathocles^ .; 

having thus triumphed over his enemies, began to change 
his behaviour, and treat his fubje£ts with humanity and mo^ > 
deration, allowing every individual to come freely into his 
prefenccjj and patiently hearing their complaints, which, 
when it lay in his power, he never failed to xQAttk. He 
likewife publiihed feveral wholefome laws, feeking by every 
means to gain the love of his fubjefts, that he might be 
able to turn his arms againft the other cities of Sicily, 
having a defign to make himfelf mafler of the whole 
ifland. His fubjefts feemed difpofed to fecond his ambi- ftjduces ih§ 
tious views ; a difpofition which encouraged him to make greattjl 
war firft on the neighbouring ftates, and afterwards to P^^f tf 
carry his arms into the principal parts of the ifland, which, •^'^'6'* 
in the fpace of two years, he brought entirely under fub- 
je£lion, except a few cities held by the Carthaginians *. 

Whcn.intelligcnce was brought to Carthage of the pro- 
grefs Agathocles made in Sicily,^ Amilcar was immediately 
difpatched with a numerous fleet, and a great army, to put 
a ftopto his conquefts. The fleet was difperfed by a vio- 
lent ftorm, in which Amilcar loft fixty fhips of war, and 
two hundred .tranfports, with a great number of men. 
However, being joined on his arrival by fuch of the Sici- • 

lians as hated Agathocles, his army was in a few days in* 
^reafed to forty thoufand foot^ and five thoufand horfe. 

f DiodoTf Jnftin. ibid. z Idem ibid. 
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With thefe he took the field, and encamped near the citjr 
of Himera> where Agathocles attacked him, and with in« 
credible bravery forced his trenches, and cut moft-of his 
^atkocUs army in pieces* But while the Syracuians were bufy in 
iffe^fd'by pittndcring the camp, a powerful reinforcement arrived 
tk^mtuu. ^^^^ Carthage ; which revived the courage of thofe who 
^^ ' had fled, to fuch a degree, that they returned to the 
charge -, and, finding the Syracufans in diforder, attacked 
them in front, while the new fupplies fell on their rear. 
Thus was the fortune of the day changed, and Agathocles, 
who thought himfelf fure of the vi6[ory, obliged to fave 
himfelf firft in Gela, and afterwards within the walls of 
Xjrma^i his metropolis. Thither the Carthaginians purfued him, 
k$fegiiL and laid clofe fiege to that important place, the redu6Uon 
of which would have put them in pofieflton of the whole 
ifland. 
J^atkodii Agathocles, being reduced to fuch ftrait8> and aband- 
wgf^ws ta j^^ed by all his allies in Sicily, from their abhorrence of 
Swwtfrm ^** enormous cruelties, formed a defign of fo bold, and, 
uJfrkih in appearance, fo impra£iicable a nature, that nothing but 
the fuccefs, with which it was attended, could juftify the 
undertaking. This defign was, to transfer the war into 
Africa, and befiege Carthage, at a time when he himfelf 
was befieged in his metropolis, which was the only city 
left him in Sicily. He communicated his defign ,to no 
perfon whatfoever, but only told the Syracufans in general 
terms, that he had found out an infallible way of freeing 
them from the impending calamities, and repairing all 
the lofies they had fuftained to that day. He then chofe 
the moft daring and intrepid among the foldiers and citi- 
zens of Syracufe, ordering the foot to be ready with their 
arms at the firft call, and the horfemen to carry each along 
with him, befides his arms, a faddle and a bridle. He fet 
at liberty all the flaves, who were able to bear arms, and 
incorporated them among his troops. Having embarked 
all his forces, he appointed his brother Antandrus go- 
vernor of Syracufe, with men an4 provifions fuificient to 
held out a long fiege 5 and, taking with him his fons Ar- 
chagathus and Heraclides, he himfelf went on board. 
His fleet confifted of fixty gallies ;• but the Carthaginian 
fquadron, far more numerous than his, blocked up the 
• mouth of the harbour, fo that he was obliged to wait for 

fome favourable opportunity to flip out. After he had at- 
tended a long time, and v/as ready to drop his defign, a 
large fleet of tranfports appeared, laden with com, and 
other provifions, for Syracufe. To intercept -thefe, the 
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Carthaginians put to fea^ and Agathocles nofoonerfaw 
the mouth of the harbour open, than he likewife hoifted- 
fail. The Carthaginians at firft imagined^ that the ene- EfiapesiAe 
my's fleet was fent to defend the tranfports; and there- Carthagi^ 
fjDre, tacking about, prepared to engage. But Agathocles ««*-^«*» 
continued his x:ourfe towards Africa,, being clofely pur- 
fued by the Carthaginians, till, night coming on, they 
loll fight of him. In the mean time the transports, for- 
tunately efcape4 the dangeri plentifully fupplied the city 
isrith com, and all other provifions. The Carthaginian 
admiral, finding, that, by purfuing two fleets at once, 
he had mlfled them both, aijid that Agathocles did not re- 
turn, refolved to p^rfue him, to prevent him from kind- 
ling the war in fome other place. Having therefore failed Which hi 
fix days and fix nights, fleering his courfe towards Africa,, ^fter- 
he at laft came up with the Syracufan fleet, and engaged «'*'*'^' '*- 
them. But as his mtn were quite exhaufted with rowing, f^f/^' ^^ 
the Syracufans gained the vidory ; and, having difperfed flighu 
the enemy's fleet, ^ landed on tjie coafl of Africa, at a 
place called the Quarr;ies ^. 

; Agathocles theji acquainted his troops in a few Words Yr. of Fl* 
with his defign, He tpld them^ that the only way to divert ^06^^ 
the enemy from t^p fiege of Syracufe, and drive them quite ^^^^ ^^*'* 
out of Sicily, w;as to carry the >Arar into their own country ; ^^^\ 
that he; led men inured :to the hardthips of w:ar againft an. Atfathoeks 
enemy foftened apd/ enervated by eafc and luxury; that lands im 
the natives of the couiKry, who hated the Carthaginians, 4f^ics% 
by whom they were treated rather like flaves than allies, 
would join them on the .firft news of their arrival ; that 
the boldnefs of the attempt ^yould fl:rike the Carthaginians 
with terror, who were altogether unprepared to engage, 
an enemy at the very gates of their metropolis; finally, 
that from no other enterprise they could reap more advan- 
^ge and glory than from this, which would put them in 
pofleflion of the whole wealth of Carthage, and tranfmit 
their names and fame to the lateft poflierity. The foldiers 
believed themfelves already mailers of Africa, and ap- 
plauded this fpeech with loud ihouts, ainl acclamations. 
Agathocles, finding his foldiers fo well difpofed, refolved Tahs^t 
Xfi fet fire to his fleet> and burn all' his (hips, except one Mdrif^ 
or two, for carrying difpatches. Many reafons deterinined '•'W* 
him to fo bold, qr, as our hiftorian calls it, fo defperate 
an a£lion. He had not one good harbour in Africa, 
where his (hips could lie with fafety ; wherefore, as the^ 

« Diodor. Ub. xx« cap. i. Juftin: libi xxii. 
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Carthaginians were mailers at fca, they would not fail to 
poflefs themfelvcs of his fleet, which was no ways in a 
condition to contend with theirs. As he had but a fniall 
army, if he divided it, by leaving troops fufficient to de- 
fend the (hips, he would not be ftrong enough to en- 
counter the enemy. But what chiefly infpired him with 
this refolution was, that the fleet being once deftroyed, 
his men would be under a neceffity of conquering, having 
' no other hopes of fafety remaining, but in viftory. Hav- 
ing therefore gained over fuch of the officers a^ were in- 
tirely at his devotion, he aflembled the foldiery, and ap- 
peared' among them in his rofal robes With a crown on his 
head, as if he were going to perform f6me religions cere- 
mony. Then, addrefling himfelf to the aiTemWy, he told 
them, that, when they left Syracufe, and were warmfy* 
pnrfued by the enemy, in that fatal, dangw he applied 
himfelf to Ceres and Proferpine, the tutelar goddeflcs of 
Sicily, and pro/nifed to burn all the vefltls of the fleet in 
their honour, if they delivered his men from the enemy, 
and helped ihem to land fafe in Africa. •* Aid me there- 
fore, O fellbw-foldiers I ' faid he, to difcharge this vow; 
for the goddefles can eafily make us aniends for this fa- 

* crifice." Having uttered thefe words, he took a torch in , 
his hahd, and led the way, on board his own ibip, which 
he fct on fire. All the officers imitated his example, and 
were chearfully followed by the foldiers. The trumpets' 
founded from ev^ry quarter, and the whole (hore echoed 
with joyful ihouts, and loud acclamations. The foldiers 
'^ere not allowed time to refleft on what they were doing, 
being hurried on by a blind and impetuous ardour ; but 
when they had leifure to weigh every particular, and were 
apprifed of the danger they were in, being feparated froin 
their own country l^y a large eiteht of lea, and in the 
midft of the enemies, without th6 leaft hopes or means of 
efcaping, a fad and melancholy filencc fucceedcid that 
tranfport of joy, and thofe acclamations, which but for a 
moment before bad been fo general in the army **. 

Agathocles left no time for refleSioni l>u^ to revive 
the drooping fpirits of his foldiers, led them againfl an 
iai^tant place, called the Great City^ which was fub- 

* jeft- to Carthage. Th6 country, through which they' 
it^rched J afforded the moft agreeable prdfpeil imaginable. 
On either fide werefpacious meadows coveVed with flocks 
6f cattle, country^houfes buHIt withf^xti-aOi-dinafy magnifi* 



* Diodo'r. StcuI: ibid. Juflfn. lib. xxii. 
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cence, delightful avenues planted witb all forts of fruit-tr^ed, 
aiKl delicious gardens^of a prodigious extent, kept with all 
poffibte care and* degree. This pr<>lf)e£li re-animated the 
foldiers) who were again wiiltilg to run any danger^ ittj ' 
-hopes of obtaining fo pleafant and wealthy a country as a 
reward of their toils and labour. They marched full of. 
confidence to the Great City, took it> by ftorm, andr en»*» 
rkhed thehifelves wiA the plunder.. Thence they ad* 
vsnced to Tunia^ which'they Kkewife tiOokfwvoi;d in hand,, 
and plundered. The foldiers were for garrifoning thefe 
^wo cities, that they nwght have fome place iJor.retire toJn 
cafe of any misfortune;. but AgathocleS) : that tbey might 
have no hopes of. fafety but in vi£kbry, caufedrthembith 
to be levelled with tjie ground, and encamped in'the^o^trn/ 
fields*^. • . . . , . 

In the mean time the news of this unexpc^fted dejEeent: Cartht^gt 
reaching Carthage,; threw the whole city, into the utmoft imheut- 
terror and confufion^ They all concluded that their army, ^^fi ^^^^^ 
before Syracufe wa^ entirely cut off, and their fleet, loft. ^^ ^^'*^" 
The people haftened with trembling hearts to the maricct-' 
place, while the fenate aflembied^ in a tumultuous maii«* 
ner, to deliberate how they might, fave the city', which; 
the vi£lortous enemy was, with haflLy marches, advandng^ . .7 
to befiege. They had no army in readihefs to make head) 
againft the enemy, and their prefent diaager did not allow^ - 
them to wait till fprces fhould be levied among their allles«» 
It was therefore rcfolved, after long debates, that the citi*^ ^^ dti* 
zens fhould be armed ; and accordingly, In a few days^ *^*' '^^^ 
they affembled an army of forty thoufand foot, and ^'/o^'am!* 
thoufand horfe, widi two hundred armed chariots.. Tbey^ mer9ui 
appointed Hanno and Bomilcar to command their forces, armj^ 
notwtthftanding the ancient grudges that ftill fubfifted be- 
tween, their families, hoping that they would vie with one 
another in the defence of their common country^ and turn . 
their private quarrels to the jpiiblic advantage. The gtofs^ 
rals immediately took the field, and.poiTefling them&lves 
of lan eminence not far from the city, drew up their troopa 
in order of battle. Agathocles had only fourteen thoufand 
men, and waSy.thenefore, not a little furprifed . when ho 
faw fo numerous an. army ready to engage him* However Py what 
he diffembled hi^'.'foar ; and,: in onder to encourage his firatagem 
men, who were qiilite difpirited, and under ^jeat.appre*i ^^f^cles 
henfions of theenemy^s horfe and . chariots, he let^oun ^hhm^^ 

' ' ■ ' ■•' -1 . -' . * 

<^ Idem ibid. Oa>£ iibi iv#cap« 6. Polyb. lib. xxiu Atheni. lib; 
iii. cap« %• 
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Several owlsj which he had before prepared for that par- 
pofe. Thefey flying about the camp, and lighting on the 
foldier's (hields, fo raifed their fpirits, that they inftantly 
began to advance againft the enemy, not doubting, but by 
the affiftance of Minerva, to whom that bird was facred, 
and therefore looked upon by all the Greeks as a good 
omen» they ihould gain a complete vi£lory. Agathocles 
willingly feconded their ardour, and putting himfelf at 
their head, charged the Carthaginians with incredible 
Hmn0, M# vigour. Hanno, widi the facred cohort, which confifted 
•ftkeCar' of the flower of the troops, fuftained, a long time, the 
jKwfni^ fury of the Greeks, and even put theAi in diforder ; but 
iuiud, ' being overwhelmed with ihowers of darts, and covered 
with wounds, he fell, bravely fighting to the laft. Bo^ 
milcar, underftanding that his rival was flain, looked upon 
this as a favourable opportunity of poflfeffing himfeli of 
the fovereignty, at which he had long afpired ; but as he 
was fenfible that he could not accomplifh his defign, if 
the army of Agathocles were deilroyed, but might eafily 
pat it in execution if the enemy conquered, he refolved to 
retire with the forces under his command, not doubting 
but he (hould be able to defeat Agathocles whenever he 
TA# Car- pleafed. Accordingly, acquainting his men with Hanno's 
thagimaut death, he ordered them to keep their ranks, and retire in 
Jeffoifd by good order to a neighbouring hill, as the only means to 
\kintf *fc^P^ ^^c ^^n °^ ™ viftorious enemy ; but as their ic- 
Smikar. ^^^^ ^^^ ^^ appearance of a flight, the Greeks purfued 
them fo clofely, that they put them in diforder, and gain- 
ed a complete vi£tory. The facred cohort fought with 
great bravery even after the death of Hanno, and coura- 
geoufly advanced over the dead bodies of their fellow- 
foldiers, till they faw themfelves abandoned by the whole 
army, and in danger of being furrounded by the enemy. 
They then retired in good order, and gained an eminence, 
where they halted, and dill made head againft thofe who 
purfued them ; but, not being fupported by Bomilcar, 
they were either cut oiF, or forced to favc themfelves by 
flight, after having diftinguiflied themfelves in a very 
enliinent manner. Two hundred Greeks were flain in 
this battle, and a thoufand, or, according to fome, fix 
. thoufand Carthaginians 5 fo that the flaughter on neither 
fide was confiderabfer Agathocles, after having purfued 
the enemy fome time, returned, and allowed bis foldiers 
to plunder the Carthaginian camp, where they found 
twenty thoufand pair of fetters and manacles, which the 

enemy 

1 . . 
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cjiemyhad provided, pojt. doubting but tbey (bould take 
inaiiy prlfoners **. 

Tne Carthaginians now giving up all for loft, difpatch- Ami/car 
cd meflenger after meflcnger to Amilcar in Sicily, with rgcaHa^ 
intelligence of what had happened in Africa, and exprcfs fi'^^Siciljf^ 
orders to haften to the relief of his country. When the 
meflengers arrived, Amilcar commanded them not once 
to mention the vidory of Agathocles; but, on thereon- Hefii/h 
trary, to report it in the camp, that he had been entirely gives out 
defeated, his forces all cut off, and his fleet taken by the thai Aga- 



Carthaginians. The fenate of Carthage had fent to Amil- ^^?^^^^ «»^ 
car, by the meflengers, all the beaks of the Syracufan (hips, ^i^g^* 
that tnis report might more eafily gain credit ; for it waS; off^ 



fcy their orders that he caufed it to b^ diffeminated, 
Amilcar, therefore, immediately difpatched ambafladors 
to Syracufe with the beaks of the Ihips, fummoning the 
gover^npr and citizens to deliver up the city, fince their 
army and fleet in Africa were utterly deftroyed. Thefe Syraeufi in 
melancholy tidings were commonly believed, and the thiutmoft 
whole city thrown into the utmoft confuCon 5 but the ^^^fifrna^ 
leading men, to prevent the mifchiefs that might attend ''*** 
fb general a confternation, hot only difmiflTed the mefl!cn- 
g^rs without any anfwcr, but expelled eight thoufarid of 
their ciuzehs, who feemed inclined to capitulate with the 
eneriay* Amilcar entertained the exjles with great kind- 
pefs, and, underftanding from them the miferable condi- 
txou the city was in, he refolved to aflault it on all quar- 
ters at once ; but firft fent* deputies, promifing to (pare 
Antandrus, and all thofe who fided with liim, if he would 
deliver the city up into his hands. In confequence of this 
propofal a council of war was fummoned, when Antan- 
drus, who was very unlike his brother, was for capitulat- ' 
ing 5 butEurymnon, the^tolian, whom Agathocles had 
left to aflift his brother with his advice, prevailed upon 
iiim, and the reft, to hold out till they (bould receive cer- 
tain intelligence of the truth. The aflTembly was fcarce 7%innvs 
difmiflfed, when a galley, with thirty oars, arrived from o/shevk* 
Africa, and brought the agreeable tidings of Agathocles* ^^Ty^f A' 
victory, which immediately flew through the city, and Xrwi*f 
reftored fpirit and refolution to the inhabrtarits. Amilcar Sjracuft. 
made a laft effbrt to ftorm the city, but being repulfed Thffiegt 
with lofs, he raifed the fiege, and fent five thoufand men ''^iWi 
to the relief of his diftrcflcd country. He thought it 
needlefs to fend all his forces, and ftill entertained hopes 

' Diodor. & Juftin. ibid. 
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of obliging Agathoclcs to quit Africa, and return to the 
defence of his own kingdom. He fpcnt fomc time in re- 
ducing fuch cities as fided with the Syracufans; and, 
after having brought all their allies under fubjeaion, he 
returned again to Syracufe, hoping to fiirprife the city by 
attacking it in the night. But the Syracufans, having 
tipiely notice of his defign, made a fally unexpcQedly, 
routed his army, which amounted to a hundred and 
twenty thoufand men, and took Amilcar himfelf prifoner. 
We are told, that Amilcar dreamt the ni^ht before, that 
he (hould fup the next day in Syracufe : his dream proved 
true : but the entertainment he met with was not fo much 
to his fatisfa£lion ; for thofe, whofe parents and relations 
he had barbaroufly murdered, led him in chains ^bout the 
ftreets of the city ; and after having vented their rage on 
the miferable captive by all forts ojF torments, ftruckoffbis 
head. This was fent mto Africa^ a welcome prefent to 
Aga^hocles, who, advancing to the enemy's camp, and 
{hewing them the head of their general, (truck them with 
fuch terror, that their commanders, with the utmofl: dit 
ficulty, kept them from abandoning the camp and return- 
ing to Carthage •. * 

Agathocles had already reduced all the cities fubje£^ to 
the Carthaginians, and was preparing to befiege Carthage 
itfelf ; but, before he ventured upon fo difficult and ha- 
zardous an enterprize» he fent ambafladors to all the 
princes of Africa, inviting them to join in the common 
caufe, and afford him their ajQiftance in ' overturning that 
imperious republic. His chief defign was to gain over 
Ophelias, prince of the Cyreneans, who had been one of 
Alexander's captains, and, at that time, had on foot an 
army of ten thoufand regular troops, and was contriving 
how he might enlarge his dominions. The ambafladors 
fent to him were charged to flatter his ambition, by pro- 
mifing him, in their mailer's name, the fovereignty of afl 
Africa, which Agathocles had invaded with no other view 
but to oblige the Carthaginians'to quit Sicily. Ophelias, 
allured by this promife, departed, at the head of twenty 
thoufand men^ and, after two months march, moftly 
through fandy deferts, at laft joined Agathocles. As that 
prince did not fcruple to commit the moft enormous 
crimes to promote his intereft, Ophelias had no fooner 
put himfelf and .his army in his power, than, by the 
blackeft perfidy, he caufed him to be murdered ; and, by 
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tlie moft lavifli promifes^ prevailed upon his army^ now 
deflitut^ of a leader, to ferve under him, and be entirely 
at his devotion. Such of the Cyreneansas he found unfit 
to bear arms (for mafty of them had brought alone with 
them their wives and children) he put on board tranlyports, 
and fent them to Syracufe» where few of them arrived, 
moft of the fliips being caft away near the Fithecufian 
iflands. AgathocleSf feeing himfelf now at the head of 
a numerous army, afliuned the title of king of Africa ; 
and, as Carthage was the only city which (till held put, 
he invefted it on all fides, witn a defign to reduce it by 
£amine ^ 

While he was lying before Carthage, he received advice, 
that, after the defeat of the Carthaginians in Sicily, 
and death of Amilcar, moft of the cities, whether fubjeA 
to the Carthaginians or Syracufans, had taken up arms, 
and entered into an afibciation in defence of their liber- 
ties. As his afiairs in Africa were m a very flourffhing 
condition, he thought he might fafely return into Sicily. 
Having, therefore, built fome open veflels, with fifty oars 4g^aii$e!$9 
each, and put two thoufand men on board, he fet fail for ^^^^t§ 
Sicily, leaving his fon Archagathus commander' in chief ^^^* 
of his African army* Before him flew the fame of his 
victories, and his arrival ftruck the confederates with fuch 
terror, that many cities fubmitted without refiftance^ 
others were reduced by force of arms ; and, in a fhort 
time, the whole ifland, except fome few cities fubje£); to 
the Carthaginians, acknowleged the fovereignty of Aga- 
thocles* Having thus fettled affairs in Sicily, he returned 
to Africa, where he found the face of affairs quite chang- ^^/^ 
ed by his abfence. His fon Archagathus had loft a battle, ^^*^ ^ 
and bis army was ready to revolt for want of provifions 5 J^^f* 
the Carthaginians had recovered their courage, and were 
encamped 4n an advantageous poft, whence it was difficult 
to diflodge them \ all the avenues to the enemys camp 
were guarded by ftrong detachments, and no pafs was lett 
open for conveying provifions to Agathocles' army, which 
was already in the utmoft diftrefs. In this critical junc- 
ture Agathocles attacked the enemy's camp, but was re- 
pulfed with the lofs of three thoufand men* After this tsdtfioitd^ 
unfuccefsful attempt all the Africans in his army deferted ; 
fo that not having a fufficient force to contend with the > 
Carth<lginians, he refolved to leave Africa. But as he 

f Diodor. Hb. xx. cap. 3. Jaftin. lib. xxil. 
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could not poffibly tranfport his army, both for want of 
(hips, and becaufe the Carthaginians were mafters at fea, 
he determined to fteal away privately, taking along with 
him only a few of his friends, and hre yotmger fon Hera- 
clides \ for, as Arcagathus was a daring young man, he 
had always looked upon him with a jealous eye. Bat 
Archagathus being apprifed of his defigti, difcovered it to 
the officers and commanderis of the army, and thcfe im- 
parted it to the foldiery, who, immediately running to 
their arms, fei^ed on Agathocles, and fecured him in fafc 
cuftody. The army being now without a head^ there 
was nothing in the camp but, tumult and confufion. The 
enfuing ttight a report being 'fpread that the enemy was 
advancing, . they were feized with a panic, and, liar- 
ing none to command thenri, every one was preparing to 
fave hihifelf by flight, though tney knew not whither 
Difirii hU to fly. Iti this confufion A-gathocles, With a fmall body, 
^mim ftoie away, and, embarking on' board an open veflfel, 
Africa. py^ ^Q f^.^^, leaving his child rdh to the fury of the difap- 
pointcd foldicrs, who, intfmediaiely putting his fons to 
death, chofe leaders from among themfelves, and con- 
cluded a peace with the Carthaginians upon the following 
terms : that the Greeks fht>uld deliver up all the places 
they held in Africa, receiving for them three hundred 
talents 5 that fuch of theni as Were willing to ferve under 
the Carthaginians (hould be kindly treated, and receive the 
ufual pay ; that the reft fliould ne tranfported lo Sicily, 
and have the city of Scliniis for their habitation. Thefc 
articles were agreed to^ and punftually obferved, by the 
Carthaginians. 
Cruelttisiu Agathocles was no fooner landed in Sicily, but order- 
w SUity. j^g p^rt ^j£. jjjg forces to join himi he marched againft the 
Egeflines, who had revolted in his abfence ; and having 
taken the town by ftorm, put all the inhabitants to death, 
without diftinftion of fex or age. The nobles he caufed 
to be firft tortured with the moft exquifite torments rage or 
malice cbuM invent. When he was informed of the death 
of his children in Africa ; he ordered his brother Antan- 
drus, governor of Syracufe, to put all thofe to death, who ^ 
f.. -r * t^ere any ways related to fuch of the Syracufans, as had ' 
attended him in the Carthaginian expedition. His orders 
w^re put in execution with fuch cruelty, that the fea was 
dyed to a great extent with blood. Such inhuman but- | 
chery had never ^ before been heard of even in bicily 5 all \ 
thofe were related to ^ny of the African army, from the 

great 
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great grandfather to the fucking chil4) being barbaroufly 
murdered by the tyrant's order s. 

This execrable cruelty raifed him many enemiesj who. Reduced t9 
joining Dinocrates^ whom the tyrant had baniflied, re- great diffi* 
duced him to fuch difficulties, that he was obliged to cMesly 
court the friendfliip of the Carthaginians, and purchafe a ^^^^' 
peace of them at a very dear rate ; for he reftored all the ^^ ^^* 
cities, which they had formerly pofleffed in Sicily. He 
even fent ambaiTadors to Dinocrate3, offering to refign the 
fovereignty, provided two flrong holds, which he named, 
>3«rere left in his hands for the greater fecurity of his per* 
fon. Thefe propofals were rejefted by Dinocrates, who 
afpired tQ the fupreme power, land had then under his 
<fommand above twenty thoufand foot, and three thou- 
fand horfe, which he muft have difbanded, and fubmitted 
to the democracy, if Agathocles had abdicated the ty- 
ranny. Agathocles, finding he could not obtain a peace 
uppn any terms, refolvcd to put all to the iflTue of a battle ; 
and, attacking Dinocrates in his camp, gained a com- 
plete vi£lory with five thoufand foot only, and eight 
hundred horfe. The remains of the (battered army re- Gains 'a 
.tired to a neighbouring eminence, whence they fent de- compute 
puties to capitulate with the conqueror, who promifed to ''^i^ory 
fpare their lives, provided they delivered up their arms. ^'^^'^"'^'^ 
But they were no fooner difarmed, than the tyrant caufed 
them to be put to the fword. As for Dinocrates, who 
was a tyrant of the fame ftamp with himfelf, he received 
him into his friendfliip, and ever after entrufted him with • 
his moil weighty affairs. After this vidiory Agathocles, Brings the 
in two years, brought the whole ifland under fubjeftion, v/hoU 
except thofe cities only, which, by the late treaty, he had ^'*"/ f*** 
reftored to the Carthaginians *. ^^^^^* ^^^'^ 

Having nothing more to do in Sicily, he paffed over into Reduasth 
Italy, where he fubdued the Brutil, rkther by the terror Brutii^ and 
of his name, than by force of arms. From Italy he crofled ^^e ifiands 
over to the Lipari iflands, and obliged the inhabitants, ^f^^^t^** 
who lived in perfedi peace and fecurity, to pay him a 
hundred talents of gold. After he had received this fum, 
he plundered the facred treafure, ftripped the temples, 
and then fet fail for Syracufe, with eleven fliips laden 
with the gold and fpoils of the temples ; but a violent 
ftorm ariung, all the vefTels were caft away, except one 
galley, in which he himfelf efcaped, to fuffer a more mi- 

g Diod* lib. XX. cap. 3. >Idem ibid. Juftin* lib. xxii* 

Orofius, lib. vii. cap. 6, ^lian. Yar, Hift. lib. ii. 

H h 3 ferable 



47^ 5^^ Miflory of Syracufe. 

Yr. of Fl. feraUe end. He was poifoned by one Moendn» Whom be 
•059. had unnaturally abufedt at the inftigation of his grandfon 

Ante Cbr. Archagathus. It was the tyrant's cuftom always after his 
* ^* meals to pick his teeth with a quillt which Moenon hav- 

Ws dttAlu i"S dipped in poifon, his teeth and gums putrefied, and 
his whole body was tortured with racking pains, in the 
height of which he was hurried away to the funeral pile, 
and burnt* while he was ftill alive, in the twentv-eighth 

Hit tU» y^^r of his reign, and ninety-fifth of his age. He was a 

rmSir. man of great intrepidity and refolution, but of a moft cruel 
and favage temper ; for he is faid toihare put more per- 
fons to death in the three laft years of his life, than all 
the tyrants before him had deftroyed during die whole 
time of their refpedive reigns. He never forgot his mean 
extradion, but rather gloried in the contemptible calling 
of a potter, which he had followed in his youth, faying^ 
that It fet off with more luftre the high ftation to whidi 
his own valour had advanced him \ nay, even in public 
entertainments, while his guefts were ferved in gold and 
filyer plate, he ufed to eat in earthen-ware, faying^ that 
though he wore a diadem, yet he was ftill a potter (F). 
From the meannefs of his condition Polybius endeavours 
to prove his capacity and talents, in oppofition to Timaeus, 
who tells US| that his rife was entirely owing to fortune, 
and not to 'any parts of his own. Scipio Africanus agrees 
with Polvbius \ for that illuftrious Roman, beine aflxd 
who, in nis opinion, were the moft prudent in the con- 
duQ of their afiairs, and moft judicioufly bold in the 
execution of their defigns, anfwered, Agathocles, and 
Dionyfius the elder ^ The defcent of Agathodes into 
Africa induced Scipio to make the fame attempt; where- 
fore in his anfwer to Fabius, who did not approve of his 
defign, he did not forget to mention Agathocles as an in- 

iPolyb.lib.xv. 

(F) This 18 elegantly expreiTed by Aufimius in the fbUovrii^ 

verfcs : 

Fama eft fi^lilibus coenafle Agathocles regem, 

Atque abacum Samio f«pe onersfle luto. 
Fercula gemniatis cum poneret horrida vafis, 

Et mifcerctopes pauperiemque fimul, 
Quserenti caufam refpondit, Rex ego qui fum 

Sicaniae, iigulo fum genitore (atus. 
Fortunara revercnter habe, quicunque Itpeute 

Dives ab exili progrediere loco. 
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ftance in favour of his enterprize^ and to {hew, that fre* 
quently there is no other way to get rid of an enemy, but 
by carrying the war into his country. But, how great fo- 
ever Agatho^les's parts 'may have been, they v/ere far ex- 
ceeded by his cruelties, which have rendered his me- 
mory execrable, and obfcured the glory o£ his great eA 
conquefts 

It was after the death of Agathocles, that the Mamer- Meffana 
tint treacheroufly feizedon Meflana, and, by degrees, pof-/^/««^^ 
fefled themfelves of a confiderablc part of the ifland. Ac- ^^ ^V 
cordingto the Latin writers, the Mamertioi were originally ^"^^^* 
Campanians \ and afiumed the name of Mamertini, that 
is,> invincible zvarriors, froth the word Mamers, or Mayors^ 
fignifying Mars ibi god of war. As they were a refolute 
nation, they were invited into Sicily by Agathocles, to 
afiift him in his conquefts ; but being di(banded after his 
death, they retired to Meffana, with a defign to return into 
their own country. The inhabitants of Meffana admitted 
them into the city, and entertained them with great hof- 
pitality, which was ill requited by them ; for, being 
charmed with a habitation, which greatly refembled their 
native country, they refolved to fettle there, feize on the 
city, and form themfelves into a republic. Accordingly 
they fell unexpededly upon the' ancient inhabitants, put 
all the men to the {word, and married their wives and 
daughters. Being mafters of the city, they not only . 
maintained themfelves in their ufurpation, but reduced 
moft of the neighbouring ftates, and extended their do- 
minions to the middle of the ifland. 

Syracufe underwent many revolutions after the death ne dtf* 
of Agathocles Moenon, who had poifoned him, ufurp- traBtd 
ed the fupreme authority ; but being driven out by Hy^ fiauofSy 
cetas, he had recourfe to the Carthaginians \ a ftep which ^ * 
gave rife to a new war, wherein Hycetas, having gained 
feveral vi£lories over the joint-forces of Moenon and the 
Carthaginians, at laft , feized on that authority of which 
he had deprived his rival, and governed Syracufe with an 
abfolute fway, though he declined the title of king, con- 
tenting him felf with that of praetor. In the ninth year 
of his command, the Agrigentines having revolted, he 
left Syracufe, and marched againft Fhintias, who was at 
the head of the rebels and Syracufan exiles. In his ab- 
fence one Toenion ufurped the fovereign power \ but be- 
ing oppofed by Sofiftrates, who had the fame aimi a civil < 
war broke out within the very walls of the city \ Toenion 
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held the ifland, and his rival poffeffcd the other quarters 
of the city. In the mean time the Carthaginians, taking 
advantage of thefe divifions, reduced moft of the cities 
fubjed to Syracufe, and inveftcd the capital itfelf with a 
Pyrrhus powerful fleet, and an army of fifty thoufand men* A 
vnnttd in- regard therefore to their mutual fafety, united the two . 
u Stalj. competitors, Toenion and Sofiftrates. They were tired of 
a war, which could only end in their common ruin, and 
therefore joined in inviting Pyrrhus, king of Epinis, to put 
an end to the troubles, which threatened the ftate with 
utter deftruAion. Many reafons prompted them to have 
recourfe to Pyrrhus, rather than to any other of the many 
fovereigns, who reigned at that time in Europe and Afia. 
Pyrrhus had married Lanefla, the daughter of AgathoclcSf 
and had by her a fon, whom the Syracufans tooagbt it 
reafonable to place on the throne of his grandfather, fince 
they could not by any other means rid thenifelves of their 
domeftic tyrants. He ha4 already given fignal proofs of 
his courage, and therefore feemed welt qualified to make 
head againft the Carthaginians, and ftop the great pro- 
grefs they were making towards the redu£lion of the 
whole ifland* The Leontines and Agrigentines joined 
with Tcenion and Sofiftrates in prefling the king of Epi- 
rus to come and take upon him the defence of their re- 
fpeftive ftates, ofl^ering to deliver up the cities into his 
Wdlinzty • ^^mds. Pyrrhus, who wanted to withdraw from Italy, 
€ompiiis where he was engaged in a war with the Romans, willing- 
with the ly complied with the requeft of the Sicilians ; and, leav- 
iuvitaiion. j^g ^ ftrong garrifon in Tarentum, embarked for Sicily, 
where he landed amid ft the acclamations of a numberlels 
multitude, which, on the news of his approach, had flock- 
ed to fee him. Tcenion land Sofiftrates immediately put 
him in poflTeffion of the dty, the fleet, and public trca- 
fure. All the cities on that coaft followed the example 
of Syracufe, the name of Pyrrhus refounding on all fides, 
His eott' ^^ '^ viftory had landed with him. His infinuating and 
queftiiu aflable behaviour, at his firft arrival, gained him the 
$hat ^lUmd. hearts of all the Sicilians ; and, as he had an army of 
thirty thoufand foot, and five thoufand horfe, with a fleet 
of two hundred fail, he drove the Carthaginians from 
place to place, till he divefted them of all their acquifitions 
in the ifland, except the two important places of Eryx and 
Lilybaeum. The former he took by afllault, and was him* 
• felt the firft man who mounted the wall, after having kill- 
ed a great many Africans with his own hand. The Ma- 

mertini 
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incrtiiii likcwifef^lt tfecflfefts of hiffcbnmge, Tieing Jc^- 
f eated by him in a pitched battle, driven fxbm all the places 
they poffefled, and ihut tip within the walls of Meflana. 
The, CartbaginianS) alarmed at the rapidity of his con- 
quefts, fent ambaifadovs to treat of a peace with him upon 
Teryadvantagcous terms; but he, elated with his great 
fuccefs, anfwered them, that the only means to obtain 
whtit they dcfired'was to abandon Sicily, and let the Li- 
-byail fea be the boundary between Carthage and Greece. 
He depended fo much on the redufkion of the whole j^akes hU 
ifland, that he ilyled his fon, by the daughter of Agatho- fan king of 
cles, king of Sicily, and caufed him to be acknowleged as Ski^. 
-fuch by the Syracufans, and their confederates. Haji^ing 
thus put his Ion in pofieflion of the kingdom of Sicily, h« 
began to entertain thoughts of failing to Africa, and m ak- 
in war on the Carthaginians in their own territories, 
though they were ftiU matters of Lilybsetim, which was a 
key to the whole ifland. This dcfign was no ways agree- 
able to the Sicilians, who were fenfible, that they could 
not enjoy a perfefik tranquility, fo- long as the Carthagi- 
nians had any footing in the ifland ; befides, Meflana was 
ftill in the hands of the Mamertini, who would not fail 
to take advantage of the king's abfence, and raife new 
difturbances. Thej^ therefore endeavoured to difl[uade 
him from his African expedition. But, liotwithftanding 
their remonftrances^ he perflfted in his refolution, aiid 
began to make the neceflTary preparations for the conqueft 
- of Africa, which he hoped to fubdue with as little trouble 
as he bad-found in taking poflTeflion of Sicily ^. 

Pyrrhus had fhips of his own fuflicient for this expedl- Hi dif- 
tioh; but, as he wanted feamen, he obliged the maritime obliges ike 
cities in his intereft to furnifli him with failors, and even ^'^^'^»'» 
forced into the fervlcc perfons of rank, who had any ex- 
perience in maritime affairs. The cities complained of 
this violence, but he paid no regard to their complaints. 
However, the Sicilians bore thefe outrages with patience, 
as they carried fome appearance of zeal for the public wel- 
fare. But the king, who could bear no contradiftion, jUsarhi'- 
taking offence at their oppofing his new fcheihe, began to traty^^ 
aft more like an arbitrary tyrant, than a prince who was €temnf^s. 
come to deliver therti from the oppreflSons they'groaned 
under ; a condu£l which foon drew upon him the hatred 

k Plut. in Pyrrh, Paufan« lib* i. Juftin. lib* xviii. Dion. 
Halic. in Excerpt* 

of 
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of the whole ntdon* When he plainly fair^ that he was 
univerrally hatedy and that the Sicilians^ not able to bear 
his arbitrary goyemment, were contriving how to {hake 
off the yoke, he placed in moft of the citiea fuch garri- 
fons as ne knew to be entirely at his devotion, under pre- 
tence that the Carthaginians were preparing to r^new the 
war* He likewife feized the moft powerful and illuftrioas 
citizens of each city, and, charging them with treafon- 
able practices, dther put them to death, or banifhed them 
the ifland. Full of jealoufy, as all tyrants are, he would 
have forced Sofiftrates, to attend mm into Africa, not 
thinking it fafe to leave him in Syracufe during his ab- 
fence. But Sofiftrates, to avoid complying with his com- 
mands, revoked from him, and retired from his native 
city. As for Toenion, he was mcMre compliant, and con- 
tinued with the kine ; but while he believed himfelf one 
of his chief favourites, he was by his order cruelly af- 
failinated. Toenion had crowned him king of Syracufe 
on his firft landhig, and contributed more than any other 
perfon to the redudlion of Sicily } but the important fer- 
vices he bad rendered the king were not fufficient to ex- 
empt him from the cruel effe&s of his jealoufy. Thefe 
arannical proceedings put an end to the Aiccefs of Pyr- 
us in Sicily. The averfion which the cities conceived 
againft him was fo great, that fome of them entered in- 
to a league with the Carthaginians, and others with the 
Mamertini his avowed enemies. His troops were foon 
reduced to his Epirot phalanx, the Sicilians daily defert- 
ing in crouds, and increafing the enemies forces. When 
Carthage heard of this change, new troops were raifed all 
over Africa, and a numerous army fent into Sicily, to re- 
cover the ancient conquefts of the African republic; 
whilft a large fleet cruifed round the ifland, to preyent 
Pyrrhus from making his efcape ^ 
Yr. of Fl. Such wa^ the fituation of Pyrrhus's afiairs, when depu- 
te? s- ties camfc to him from the Samnites, Tarentines, Bru- 
Antc Cbr. ^jjj^g^ jj^d Lucanians, whom he had abanidoned to purfue 
*''^' new conquefts in Sicily. They reprefented to him the 
Hiobaif' dangers they had been in, with the lofies they had fuftaiu- 
itowsSicify, ed, fmce his departure; and remonftrated, that, with- 
andnfurni out his aflfiftance, their cities and liberties muft fall a fa- 
h liaij. crificc to the Romans, who had already difpofleffed them 
of all their lands, and ihut them up within their walls. 

I Plut. in Pyrr. Dion, apud Valet 
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This embafiy fumiftied Jiim with an honourable pretence 
for his departure : he was glad to have an opportunity of 
making the world believe, that he had abandoned Sicily 
not out of fear of the enemy, but to comply with the le- 
queft of his allies. He therefore feemed at firft to dcr 
liberate what part to chufe, being, as it were, divided 
between Sicily, Africa, and Italy. But Italy prevailed ; 
and he began to prepare for his voyage, from which his 
new fubjecls in Sicily did not offer to divert him. When 
lie was on the point of fetting fail, he cried out, at the 
fight of that wealthy country which he was abandoning, 
•* What a fine field of battle do we leave to the Cartha- 
ginians and Romans!'' A prediftion, which was foon 
fulfilled. He embarked in the fhips which he had brought His flea de» 
with him from Italy ; but was met at fea by the Cartha- Jlroytdby 
ginians, 'who, attacking him, funk fcventy of his gallies, *^ ^'«''- 
and difperfed or took the reft, fo that he faved himfelf in '%»*««* 
the ports of Italy with only twelve veflcls, the poor re- ' 
mains of a fleet of two hundred fail. Nor was this all 
his misfortune : the Mamertini, no fooner heard of his 
departure, than they detached a body of eighteen thoufand 
men to harafs him after his landing. Thefe, having pafi^ 
ed the ftreights before him, pofted themfelves in the road 
which Pyrrhus was obliged to take in marching by land to 
Tarentum, and lying concealed among the woods and rocks, jj attacked 
attacked him with great refolution. But Pyrrhus behaved ly the Ma^ 
himfelf on this occafion with his ufual bravery. The at- mirtinu 
tack being made on his rear, he haftened thither ; and, 
at the head of his men, made a dreadful flaughter of the 
enemy,^ till a wound he received on the head obliged him 
to retire. But he foon returned to the charge with frefli 
fury. As he was fuppofed to be difabled by his wound, a 
proud. Mamertine of an extraordinary fize, and ihining 
in bright armour, advanced out of the ranks, and with 
a loud voice challenged the king of Epirus, if he was 
yet alive, to finele combat. Pyrrhus immediately turned HisgaUoit 
about, and, making a dreadful appearance, occafioned by hehavuur^ 
the blood which 'ran down his face, flew upon this new 
champion, and difcharged fuch a blow on his head, that 
he cleft him in two, one part of his body falling ta the 
right, and the other to the left. This feat, which has 
been fince afcribed to other warriors, perhaps with as 
much truth as to Pyrrhus, filled the Mamertini with ter- 
ror, who fuffered the Epirots to continue their march to 
Tarentum *. 

m Plut. ibid. 

Upon 
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Hiir9^- Upon the departure of Pyrrhus, Hicro was appointed 
toiMteJie' to command the Syracufan forces, againfl: the Carthagi- 
J^^^ nians, who had regained moft of the places which they 
^^ ' pofleflTed before the arrival of the Epirots. Hiero was the 
fon of Hicrocles, one of the defcendents of Gelon, the 
IRj ^rrfA g|.j^ j^jjjg q£ Syracufe, of whofe glorious reign and ex- 

i^j^ ploits we have already given a full account. His defcent 

was not fo honourable by the mother*s fide ; for flie was 
a flave, and of a very mean extraftion. Wherefore Hic- 
rocles, or, as Juftin calls him, Hieroclytus, thinking it 
beneath him to take care of the educatioil of a fon, who 
was the firft fruit of an unlawful intercourfe, caufed him, 
according to the barbarous cuftom of thofe days, to be 
cxpofed, foon after his birth, in a foreft, where a fwann 
of bees is faid to have nouriftied him fome days with their 
honey. Upon the report of this prodigy, Hierocles con- 
fuked the foothfayers, who told him, that this fon would 
one day mount th^ throne of his anceftors, and reftorc 
his family to its ancient fplendor. The father, being 
pleafed with this anfwer, owned him, and caufed him to 
be brought up in a manner fuitable to his birth. When 
he came to man^s eftate, he diftinguiflied himfelf by his 
courage, prudence, and addrefs in all military exercifes. 
He made his firft campaigns under Pyrrhus, who had z 
great value for him, and honoured him with fuch rewards 
as generals ufed to beftow on thofe who excelled the rctt 
fr$gnoflies "^ valour. In his firft campaign an eagle is faid to have 
•/ Ais/u' ptrched on his helmet, and an owl upon his lance : and 
turegrM' thcfe two birds, the former being the fymbol of aralour, 
^'•''« the latter of wifdom, feemed to confirm the firft predic- 

tion. Indeed young Hicro did not bely thofe prognoftics ; 
he fo improved himfelf in the art of war, under the di- 
reftion of fuch a great mafter as the king of Epirus, that 
he was eftecmed the heft commander iji the army, when 
His engag' he was but twenty-five years of age. But his great mo- 
ingbtha- deration, affability, and engaging behaviour, gained him 
Hfmr, moTQ honour than his military exploits. He appeared to 
have been born for virtue alone, and to be governed by 
lio other paffion but the love of glory. Juftin draws the 
following pidlure of this brave youth : he was exceed- 
ingly handfome, of a robuft conftitution, and extraor- 
dinary ftrength. His affability in converfation, equity in 
the management of affairs, and moderation in the go- 
vernment of the people, were fuch, that he warned no- 
thing but a crown to be a great king. And this his ex- 
traordinary 
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traordinary merit foon procured him, as we Ihall aftcr- 
vfzrds find. 

When Pyrrhus left Sicily, tlie city p{ Syracufe, being // ckpfin 
deftitute of a governor, fell into the greateft diforders^ one of tfu 
To remove this/confufion, the troops cbofe Hiero and i^'^^*^* 
Artemidorus for their commanders ; and the two generals 
had nothing more at heart than to re-eftablifh good order 
in the capital. With this view they entered the city at 
the head of the army, and Hiero, on this occafion, firft 
difcovered uncommon talents and genius for governing. 
By the irts of infinuation and addrefs, withoCit (hedding Gains thi 
of blood, or hurting a Cngle citizen, he calmed the ajfeaiont 
minds of the people, reconciled, the fsuStions, and fo gain- ofHaSj" 
ed the hearts of all, that the Spac«fansj though highly ^^^'v^"^' 
diflatisfied with the foldiery fori afiuming the rieh't of 
choofing their own generals, yet unanimoufly confirmed 
him in the command, invefting bim with all civil and mi^ 
litary power during the interregnum". 

Hiero, being >now at the head ^f the army, began to 
take fuch meafixrels as might present any further, difturb- 
ances in the city. He obferved, that the generals and * 
tfoops no fooner left the city to take the field,, but Syra- 
cufe' was involved in frefh troubles by feditious fpirits, and 
lovers of novelty. He^ thoughtit therefore neceffary, to 
have fbme perfon,of merit and rank, upon whom bemi^ht 
rely for retaining the city in its duty, during his abfence, 
and that of the army.. Leptines feemed very fit foor.tliis 
purpofe, being a .man of great intereft and authority 
among the people. In order, therefore, to attach hiin to 
his intereft, he married his daughter ;. and always. left his Marries 
father-in-law governor of the city, when he took .the thedau^h" 
field ; by which means he fecurcd both himfelf, and the ''T J-^?'! 
{>ublic tranquility. Another circumftance that gave Hiero andbefia-' 
great uneafinefs, and raifed frequent difturbances, was the tizeas* 
ungovernable temper of the mercenaries in the fervice 
of the republic. They had no refpe£t for their com- 
manders, nor afie£Hon for a ftate of which they were no 
part ; and therefore always ready to revolt, and even jo^n 
the enemy, when their unjuft demands were not com- 
plied with, and their hopes of gain not anfwered. They 
were fo united among themfelves, that Hiero could not 
by any means reduce them ; if he undertook to puniih the 
moft criminal among them, the whole corps efpoufed his 

B juftin. lib. xxiii. cap. 4. 
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caufe ; fo that the general was rather governed by theiz^ 
than they by him. He therefore concluded^ that the only 
means to terminate the troubles they had occafioned, was 
utterly to extirpate that feditious body, whofe UcentiouC- 
nefs and rebelbous difpofition, could only corrupt others, 
and incline them to the fame pernicious pradiices. Ac- 
cordingly he came at laft to tnis refolution, which was 
contrary to his natural inclination, but judged by him ne- 
ceflary for the tranquility of his country, and fafety of 
his own perfon. He took the field, under pretence of 
marching dgainft the Mamertini ; but when he came 
within fieht of the enemy, he divided his army into two 
bodies, tne one compo&d of Syracufans, the other of 
mercenaries \ he ordered the latter to begin the charge^ 
putting himfelf at the head of the former, as if he de<- 
figned to fupport them* The mercenaries fell upon the 
enemy with tne utmoft fury, but being abandoned by the 
Syracufans, were all cut in pieces. The Syracufan Uoops 
he brought back fafe to the city, having taken care to poft 
them fo, as to have a river between Aem. and the ene- 
my®. 

Hiero, having thus purged his armv of thofe mutineers, 
revived military difcipline among the Syracufans^ took 
other mercenaries, more tra£iable, into his fervice, and, by 
degrees, rendered his army formidable, both to the Car- 
thaginians and Mamertini. He firft made trial of their 
valour againft the latter, who, elated with the advantage 
they had gained over the mercenaries, marched into the 
territories of Syracufe, deftroying all before them with 
fire and fword. Hereupon Hiero took the field, engaged 
them in the plains of Mylae (G), totally defeated Uiem, 
and tcok their general, Cios, prifoner. Cios, being car- 
ried to the Syracufan camp, beheld the horfe which his 
fon had rode in battle, and taking it for granted that he 
was killed, rcfolvcd to live no longer \ accordingly, loofen- 
ing the ligatures of his wounds, he foon after expired. By 
his death, the Mamertini being deftitute of a leader, Hiero 
invaded their territories, and pofiefled himfelf of the ci- 



* Juftin. lib. xxiii. Polyb. lib. i. cap. i6' 



(G) Mylac, now Milazzo, 
was formerly a colony of the 
Tyndaritani, who fettled in 
that part of Sicily. It waa fi- 



tuated in a peninfula in the 
north point of the iHand, and 
had a very convenient harbour. 
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ties of Mylae^ Amafela, Alaefai and Abacxnum (H) ; and 
then returned^ loaded with clory and booty, to Syracufe, ' 
"where he was declared king oy the unanimous confent of Hi^rt di^ 
the citizens* and foon after acknowleged as fuch by all tlared king 
their aUies K •fSyracuje. 

p Juftin. k Polyb. ibid. 



(H) Abacflsnum ftoocUn the 
north part of Sicily. Cluve- 
rius places it near the little 
city of Tripio. As for the 
city of Tyndaris, it was not far 
diitant from Abacaenum ; and 
the name of it is dill preferred 



in the place called at prefent 
Santa Maria di Tyndaro* It 
was originally a colony of the 
Lacedaemonians, who are fup- 
poied to have given it the name 
of Tyndaris, from Tyndanis 
the father of Leda. 
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